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PREFACE 


TO  THE 


LEATHER-STOCKING  TALES. 


This  series  of  Stories,  which  has  obtained  the  name 
of  "The  Leather-Stocking  Tales,"  has  been  written  in 
a  very  desultory  and  inartificial  manner.  The  order 
in  which  the  several  books  appeared  was  essentially 
different  from  that  in  which  they  would  have  betMi 
presented  to  the  world,  had  the  regular  course  of  their 
incidents  been  consulted.  In  the  Pioneers,  the  first  of 
the  series  written,  the  Leather-Stocking  is  repre- 
sented as  already  old,  and  driven  from  his  early  haunts 
in  the  forest,  by  the  sound  of  the  axe,  and  the  smoke 
of  the  settler.  "  The  Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  the  next 
book  in  the  order  of  publication,  carried  the  readers 
back  to  a  much  earlier  period  in  the  history  of  our 
hero,  representing  him  as  middle-aged,  and  in  the  fullest 
vigor  of  manhood.  In  the  Prairie,  his  career  termi- 
nates, and  he  is  laid  in  his  grave.  There,  it  was 
originally  the  intention  to  leave  him,  in  the  expectation 
that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  human  mass,  he  would  soon 
be  forgotten.  But  a  latent  regard  for  this  character 
induced  the  author  to  resuscitate  him  in  "  The  Path- 
finder," a  book  that  was  not  long  after  succeeded  by 


Vt  PREKACE    TO    TIIK 

"  The   iJeers layer,"  thus  coitipietiiig  the  series  as  il 
now  exists. 

While  ihe  five  books  that  have  been  written  were 
prigiually  pubHshed  in  the  order  just  mentioned,  thai 
i»r  the  ijcideiits,  insomuch  as  they  are  connected  with 
ihe  career  of  their  principd  character,  is,  as  has  been 
Slated,  very  diifereiit.  Talting  the  lite  of  the  Leather- 
Stocking  as  a  guide,  "'The  Deerslayer"  should  have 
leen  the  opening  book,  lor  in  that  work  he  is  seen  just 
emerging  into  manhood;  to  be  succeeded  by  "The 
Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  "The  Pathfinder,"  "The 
Pioneers,"  and  "  The  Pruirie."  This  arrangement 
nmbraces  the  order  of  events,  though  far  from  being 
ihnt  in  which  the  books  at  first  appeared.  "The 
Pioneers"  was  published  in  1822;  "The  Deerslayer" 
111  1841  ;  making  the  interval  between  ihem  nineteen 
vcars,     Whelher  these  progressive  years  hai-e  had  a 
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notice.  If  the  facts  could  be  ascertained,  it  is  probable 
the  result  would  show  that  of  all  those  (in  America, 
in  particular)  who  have  read  the  three  first  books  of 
the  series,  not  one  in  ten  has  a  knowledge  of 
the  existence  even  of  the  two  last.  Several  causes 
liave  tended  to  prcxluce  this  result.  The  long  interval 
of  time  between  the  appearance  of  "  The  Prairie"  and 
that  of  "  The  Pathfinder,"  was  itself  a  reason  why 
the  later  books  of  the  series  should  be  overlooked. 
There  was  no  longer  novelty  to  attract  attention,  and 
the  interest  was  materially  impaired  by  the  manner  in 
which  events  were  necessarily  anticipated,  in  laying 
the  last  of  the  series  first  before  the  world.  With  the 
generation  that  is  now  coming  on  the  stage  this  fault 
will  be  partially  removed  by  the  edition  contained  in 
the  present  work,  in  which  the  several  tales  will  be 
arranged  solely  in  reference  to  their  connexion  with 
each  other. 

The  author  has  often  been  asked  if  he  had  any  ori- 
ginal in  his  mind,  for  the  character  of  Leather-Stocking. 
In  a  physical  sense,  different  individuals  known  to  the 
writer  in  early  lite,  certainly  presented  themselves  as 
models,  through  his  recollections ;  but  in  a  moral  sense 
this  man  of  the  forest  is  purely  a  creation.  The  idea  of 
delineating  a  character  that  possessed  little  of  civi- 
lization but  its  highest  principles  as  they  are  exhibited 
in  the  uneducated,  and  all  of  savage  life  that  is  not 
incompatible  with  these  great  rules  of  conduct,  is 
perhaps  natural  to  the  situation  in  which  Natty  was 
placed.  He  is  too  proud  of  his  origin  to  sink  into  the 
condition  of  the  wild  Indian,  and  too  much  a  man  of 
the  woods  not  to  imbibe  as  much  as  was  at  all  desirable, 
from  his  friends  and  companions.  In  a  moral  point  of 
view  it  was  the  intention  to  illustrate  the  effect  of  seed 


•  The   IJeerslayer,"  thus  completing  the  series  as  it 
now  exists. 

While  the  five  books  that  have  been  written  were 
priginally  published  in  the  order  just  mentioned,  that 
of  the  incidents,  insomuch  as  they  are  connected  with 
the  career  of  their  principal  character,  is,  as  has  been 
stated,  very  different.  Taking  the  lile  of  the  Leather- 
•Stocking  as  a  guide,  "  The  Deerslayer"  should  have 
been  the  opening  book,  for  in  that  work  he  is  seen  just 
emerging  into  manhood ;  to  be  succeeded  by  "  The 
Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  "The  Pathfinder,"  "The 
Pioneers,"  and  "  The  Prairie."  This  arrangement 
embraces  the  order  of  events,  though  far  from  being 
that  in  which  the  books  at  first  appeared.  "  The 
Pioneers"  was  published  in  1822;  "The  Deerslayer" 
in  1S41 ;  making  the  interval  between  them  nineteen 
vears.     Whether  these  progressive  years  have  had  a 
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notice.  If  the  Tacts  could  be  ascertained,  it  is  probable 
the  result  would  show  that  of  all  those  (in  America, 
in  particular)  who  have  read  the  three  first  books  of 
the  series,  not  one  in  ten  has  a  knowledge  of 
the  existence  even  of  the  two  last.  Several  causes 
have  tended  to  produce  this  result.  The  long  interval 
of  time  between  the  appearance  of  "  The  Prairie"  and 
that  of  "  The  Pathfinder,''  was  itself  a  reason  why 
the  later  books  of  the  series  should  be  overlooked. 
There  was  no  longer  novelty  to  attract  attention,  and 
the  interest  was  materially  impaired  by  the  manner  in 
which  events  were  necessarily  anticipated,  in  laying 
the  last  of  the  series  first  before  the  world.  With  the 
generation  that  is  now  coming  on  the  stage  this  fault 
will  be  partially  removed  by  the  edition  contained  in 
the  present  work,  in  which  the  several  tales  will  bo 
arranged  solely  in  reference  to  their  connexion  with 
each  other. 

The  author  has  often  been  asked  if  he  had  any  ori- 
ginal in  his  mind,  for  the  character  of  Leather-Stocking. 
In  a  physical  sense,  different  individuals  known  to  the 
writer  in  early  life,  certainly  presented  themselves  as 
models,  through  his  recollections ;  but  in  a  moral  sense 
this  man  of  the  forest  is  purely  a  creation.  The  idea  of 
delineating  a  character  that  possessed  little  of  civi- 
lization but  its  highest  principles  as  they  are  exhibited 
in  the  uneducated,  and  all  of  savage  life  that  is  not 
incompatible  with  these  great  rules  of  conduct,  is 
perhaps  natural  to  the  situation  in  which  Natty  was 
placed.  He  is  too  proud  of  his  origin  to  sink  into  the 
condition  of  the  wild  Indian,  and  too  much  a  man  of 
the  woods  not  to  imbibe  as  much  as  was  at  all  desirable, 
from  his  friends  and  companions.  In  a  moral  point  of 
view  it  was  the  intention  to  illustrate  the  effect  of  seed 


Bcattered  by  the  way  side.  To  use  his  own  language, 
his  "  gilts"  were  "  while  gilts,"  and  he  waa  not  disposed 
to  bring  on  them  discredit.  On  the  other  hand, 
removed  from  nearly  alt  the  temptations  of  civilized 
litie,  placed  in  the  best  associations  of  that  which  is 
deemed  savage,  and  favorably  disposed  by  nature  to 
improve  such  advantages,  it  appeared  to  the  writer 
that  his  hero  was  a  fit  subject  to  represent  the  better 
qualities  of  both  conditions,  without  pushing  either  to 
extremes. 

There  was  no  violent  stretch  of  the  imagin:)tion, 
perhaps,  in  supposing  one  of  civilized  a-wciciations  in 
childhood,  retaining  many  of  his  earliest  lessons  amid 
the  scenes  of  the  forest.  Had  these  early  imprc^ssions, 
however,  not  been  sustained  by  continued,  though 
ciisual  connexion  with  men  of  his  own  color,  if  not  of 
his  own   caste,  all  our   information  goes  tu  show  he 
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e very-day    inducements    to    en*,    which    abound    in 

civilized  life,  while  he  retains   the  best  and  simplest 

of  his  early  impressions ;  who  sees  God  in  the  forest ; 

hears  him  in  the  winds ;  bows  to  him  in  the  firmament 

that  o  ercanopies  all ;    submits  to  his  sway  in  a  humble 

belief  of  his  justice  and  mercy ;    in  a  word,  a  being 

who  finds  the  impress  of  the  Deity  in  all  the  works  of 

nature,    without  any   of    the    blots   produced   by  the 

expedients,  and  passion,  and  mistakes  of  man.     This 

is  the  most  that  has  been  attempted  in  the  character 

of  Leather-Stocking.      Had  this  been   done    without 

any  of  the  drawbacks  of  humanity,  the  picture  would 

have  been,  in  all  probability,  more  pleasing  than  just. 

In  order  to  preserve  the  vrai-semblable,  therefore,  traits 

derived    from    th  *.    prejudices,    tastes,    and   even    the 

weaknesses  of  his  youth,    have  been  mixed    up  with 

these  higher  qualities  and  longings,  in    a  way,  it    is 

hoped,  to  represent  a   reasonable    picture   of  human 

nature,  without  offering  to  the  spectator  a  "  monster 

of  goodness." 

It  has  been  objected  to  these  books  that  they  give  a 

more    favorable    picture    of    the    red    man    than     he 

deserves.     The  writer  apprehends  that  much  of  this 

objection  arises   from   the   habits  of  those  who  have 

made  it.      One  of  his  critics,  on  the  appearance  of  the 

first  work  in  which  Indian  character  was  portrayed, 

objected    that    its    "  characters    were    Indians   of  the 

school  of  Heckewelder,  rather  than  of  the  school  of 

nature."       These  words  quite    probably  contain    the 

substance    of    the    true    answer    to    the    objection. 

Heckewelder  was  an  ardent,  benevolent    missionary, 

bent  on  the  good  of  the  red  man,  and  seeing  in  him 

one  who  had  the  soul,  reason,  and  characteristics  of 

a  fellow-being.       The   critic    is   understood  to   V\av^ 

/* 
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been  a  very  distinguished  agent  of  the  government, 
one  very  familiar  with  Indians,  as  tliey  are  seen  at  the 
councils  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  their  lands,  where  little 
or  none  of  their  domestic  qualities  come  in  play,  and 
where,  indeed,  their  evil  passions  are  known  to  have 
the  fullest  scope.  As  just  would  it  be  to  draw  conclu- 
sions of  the  general  stale  of  American  society  from 
the  scenes  of  the  capital,  as  to  suppose  that  the 
negotiating  of  one  of  these  treaties  is  a  fair  picture  of 
Indian  life. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  all  writers  of  fiction,  more 
particularly  when  their  works  aspire  to  the  elevation 
of  romances,  to  present  the  beau-ideal  of  their 
characters  to  the  reader.  This  it  is  which  constitutes 
poetry,  and  to  suppose  that  the  red  niun  is  to  be 
represented  only  in  the  squalid  misery  or  in  the 
degraded  moral  stale  thai  certainly  more  or  less  belongs 


PREFACK. 


As  lias  been  stated  in  t)ic  preface  to  the  series  of 
tlie  Leather-Stocking  Tales,  Tlio  Deerslayer  is  proper- 
ly the  first  in  the  order  of  reading,  though  the  last  in 
that  of  publication.  In  this  book  tlic  hero  is  repre- 
soiited  as  just  arriving  at  inanliood,  with  the  freshness 
of  feeling  that  belongs  to  tiiat  interesting  period  of 
lite,  and  with  the  power  to  please  that  propei'ly  char- 
acterizee  youth.  As  a  couse<{ueuce,  he  is  loved  ;  and, 
what  denotes  the  real  waywardness  of  liuinaiiity,  mure 
than  it  corresponds  with  theories  and  moral  proposi- 
tions, perhaps,  he  ia  loved  by  one  full  of  art,  vanity, 
and  weakness,  and  loved  principally  for  his  sincerity, 
his  modesty,  and  his  unerring  truth  and  probity.  Tlio 
preference  he  gives  to  the  high  i]iiiilitios  named,  ov;'r 


beauty,  doIirioiiH  pastiion,  and  eiii,  it  is  hoped,  will 
offer  a  le&iion  that  can  injure  none.  Tliia  portion  of 
the  book  ie  intentionally  kept  down,  though  it  is 
thought  to  be  sufficiently  distinct  to  convey  its  moral. 
The  intention  has  been  to  put  the  sisters  in  strong 
contrast ;  one  admirable  in  person,  clever,  filled  with 
the  pride  of  beauty,  erring,  and  fallen ;  tlio  other,  bare- 
ly provided  with  sufficient  capacity  to  know  good  from 
evil,  instinct,  notwithstanding,  with  the  virtues  of  wo- 
man, reverencing  and  loving  God,  and  yielding  only 
to  the  weakness  of  her  sex,  in  admiring  personal  attrac- 
tions in  one  tflo  coarse  and  unobservant  to  distinguish 
or  to  understand  her  quiet,  gentle  feeling  in  his  favor. 


PREFACE.  Xili 

TIjc  woods  and  the  mountains  have  ever  formed  a 
principal  source  of  beauty  with  this  charming  sheet  of 
water,  enough  of  the  former  remaining  to  this  day  to 
relieve  the  open  grounds  from  monotony  and  tame- 
ness. 

In  most  respects  the  descriptions  of  scenery  in  the 
tale  are  reasonably  accurate.  The  rock  appointed  for 
the  rendezvous  between  the  Deerslaver  and  his  friend 
the  Delaware  still  remains,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
Otsego  Hock.  The  shoal  on  which  Ilutteris  repre- 
sented as  having  built  his  "  castle"  is  a  little  mis- 
placed, lying,  in  fact,  nearer  to  the  northern  end  of 
the  lake,  as  well  as  to  the  eastern  shore,  than  is  stated 
in  this  book.  Such  a  shoal,  however,  exists,  surround- 
ed on  all  sides  by  deep  water.  In  the  drj^est  seasons  a 
few  rocks  are  seen  above  the  surface  of  the  lake,  and 
rushes,  at  most  periods  of  the  year,  mark  its  locality. 
In  a  word,  in  all  but  precise  position,  even  this  feature 
of  the  book  is  accurate.  Tlie  same  is  true  of  the  sever- 
al points  introduced,  of  the  bay,  of  the  river,  of  the 
mountains,  and  all  the  other  accessories  of  the  place. 

Tlie  legend  is  purely  fiction,  no  authority  existing 
for  any  of  its  facts,  characters,  or  other  peculiarities, 
beyond  that  which  was  thought  necessary  to  secure 
the  semblance  of  reality.     Truth  compels  us  to  admit 


XIV  PiWACS. 

I'lal  tlie  boi)k  has  attracted  very  littlo  nntice,  and  tltnt 
if  its  merits  are  to  be  computed  by  its  popularity,  the 
care  that  liaB  been  bestowed  on  this  edition  might  ae 
well  be  spared.  Such,  at  least,  has  been  its  fate  iu 
America;  whether  it  has  uiet  with  better  euecese  in 
any  other  country  we  have  uo  means  of  knowing. 


THE     DEERSLAYEB. 


CHAPTER    I. 

**  There  is  a  pleacare  in  the  pathiess  woods, 

There  is  a  rapture  on  the  lonely  shore, 

There  is  society  where  none  intrudes. 

By  the  deep  sea,  and  music  in  its  roar : 

I  love  not  man  the  less,  bat  nature  more, 

From  theKe  oiir  interviews,  in  which  I  steal, 

From  all  I  may  tie,  or  have  been  before. 

To  mingle  with  the  universe,  and  feel 
What  I  can  ne'er  express,  yet  cannot  all  conceaJ." 

Chilob  Harold. 

On  the  human  imagination,  events  produce  tlie  effects  of 
time.  Thus,  he  who  has  travelled  far  and  seen  much,  is  apt  to 
fancy  that  ho  has  lived  long ;  and  the  history  that  most  abounds 
in  important  incidents,  soonest  assumes  the  aspect  of  antiquity. 
In  no  other  way  can  we  account  for  the  venerable  air  that  is 
already,  gathering  around  American  annals.  When  the  mind 
reverts  to  the  earliest  days  of  colonial  history,  the  period  seems 
remote  and  obscure,  the  thousand  changes  that  thicken  along 
the  links  of  recollections,  throwing  biick  the  origin  of  the  nation 
to  a  (lay  so  distant  as  seemingly  to  roach  the  mists  of  time ; 
and  yet  four  lives  of  ordinary  duration  would  suffice  to  transmit, 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  in  the  form  of  tradition,  all  that  civilized 
man  has  achieved  witliin  the  limits  of  the  republic.  Although 
New  York  alone  possesses  a  population  materially  exceeding 
that  of  either  of  the  four  smallest  kinjjfdoms  of  Europe,  or 
materially  exceeding  that  of  the  entire  Swiss  Confederation,  it 
IS  little  more  than  two  centuries  since  the  Dutch  oommoDced 
their  settlement,  rescuing  the  region  from  the  savage  state. 
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relieved  by  a  comparatively  narrow  fringe  of  cultivation  along 
the  sea,  dotted  by  the  glittering  surfaces  of  lakes,  and  inter- 
sected by  the  waving  lines  of  rivers.  In  such  a  vast  picture  of 
]  solemn  solitude,  tlie  district  of  country  we  design  to  paint  sinks 
into  insignificance,  though  we  feel  encouraged  to  proceed  by  the 
conviction  that,  witli  slight  and  immaterial  distinctions,  he  who 
succeeds  in  giving  an  accurate  idea  of  any  portion  of  this  wild 
region  must  necessarily  convey  a  tolerably  correct  notion  of  the 
whole. 

Whatever  may  be  the  changes  produced  by  man,  the  eternal 
round  of  the  seasons  is  unbroken.  Summer  and  winter,  seed- 
time and  harvest,  return  in  their  stated  order,  with  a  sublime 
precision,  aflfording  to  man  one  of  the  noblest  of  all  the  occa- 
sions he  enjoys  of  proving  the  high  powers  of  his  far-reaching 
mind,  in  compassing  the  laws  that  control  their  exact  uniformity, 
and  in  calculatinir  their  never-endinj'  revolutions.  Centuries  of 
summer  suns  had  warmed  the  toj>s  of  the  same  noble  oaks  and 
pines,  sending  their  h<»ats  even  to  the  tenacious  roots,  when 
voices  were  heard  calling  to  each  other,  in  the  dej)ths  of  a  forest, 
of  which  the  leafy  surface  lay  bathed  in  the  brilliant  light  of  a 
cloudless  dav  in  June,  while  the  trunks  of  the  trees  rose  in 
gloomy  grandeur  in  the  shades  beneath.  The  calls  were  in 
different  tones,  evidently  proceeding  from  two  men  who  had 
lost  their  way,  and  were  searching  in  different  directions  for  tlieir 
path.  At  length  a  shout  prrx'laimed  success,  and  pri'sently  a 
man  of  gigantic  mould  broke  out  of  the  tangled  labyrinth  of  a 
small  swamp,  emerging  into  an  opening  that  api>eared  to  have 
been  formed  partly  by  the  ravages  of  the  wind,  and  partly  by 
those  of  fire.  This  little  area,  which  afforded  a  g<x)d  view  of 
the  sky,  although  it  was  pretty  well  filled  with  dead  trees,  lay 
on  the  side  of  one  of  the  high  hills,  or  low  mountains,  into 
which  nearly  the  whole  surface  of  the  adjacent  country  wjis 
broken. 

"  Here  is  room  to  breathe  in  T  exclaimed  the  liberated 
forester,  as  soon  as  he  found  himself  under  a  clear  sky,  shaking 
iiis  huge  frame  like  a  mastiff  that  has  just  esciiped  from  a  suovj- 
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bank;  " Hurrah  1  Deenlayo';  heru  U  Jnj'ligbt,  at  last,  and 
yonder  is  tlie  lake." 

These  words  were  scaroely  uttered  when  ihe  second  forester 
dinlied  aside  the  bushes  of  the  switmp,  and  appeared  in  the 
nre».  After  making  a  liurried  adjustment  of  his  arms  and 
.  disordered  dress,  he  joined  his  companioD,  who  had  already 
U^guD  his  dispositions  for  a  halt. 

"  Do  you  koow  this  spot )"  demaoded  the  oue  called  Deer- 
slayer,  "  or  do  you  sliout  at  the  sight  of  the  sun  ?" 

"  Both,  lad,  both ;  I  know  the  spot,  and  am  not  sorry  to  see 
so  useful  a  friend  aa  the  sun.  Now  we  have  got  the  p^ntd 
of  the  compivw  in  our  minds  once  more,  and  'twill  be  our  own 
faults  if  we  let  anything  turn  them  toitsyturvy  ag'io,  as  has  Just 
happened.  My  name  is  not  Hurry  Harry,  if  this  be  not  the 
very  spot  where  the  land-hunters  'camped  the  last  summer,  and 
passed  a  week.  See,  yonder  are  the  dead  bushes  of  their 
bower,  and  here  is  the  spring.  Much  as  I  like  the  sun,  boy, 
I  for  it  to  tell  me  it  is  noon ;  this  stomach  of 
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habitatioiis  that  lay  between  the  province  and  the  Canadas. 
The  stature  of  Huny  Harry  exceeded  six  feet  four,  and  being 
unusually  well  proportioned,  his  strength  fully  realized  the  idea 
created  by  his  gigantic  frame.  The  face  did  no  discredit  to  tho 
rest  of  the  man,  for  it  was  both  good-humored  and  handsome. 
His  air  was  free,  and  though  his  manner  necessarily  partook 
of  the  rudeness  of  a  border  life,  the  grandeur  that  pervaded 
«o  noble  a  physique  prevented  it  from  becoming  altogether 
vulgar. 

Deerslayer,  as  Hurry  called  his  companion,  was  a  very  differ- 
ent person  in  appearance,  as  well  as  in  character.  In  stature, 
he  stood  about  six  feet  in  his  moccasins,  but  his  frame  was  com- 
paratively light  and  slender,  showing  muscles,  however,  that 
promised  unusual  agility,  if  not  unusual  strength.  His  face 
would  have  had  little  to  recommend  it  except  youth,  were  it  not 
for  an  expression  that  seldom  failed  to  win  upon  those  who  had 
leisure  to  examine  it,  and  to  yield  to  the  feeling  of  confidence  it 
created.  This  expression  was  simply  that  of  guileless  truth, 
sustained  by  an  earnestness  of  purpose,  and  a  sincerity  of  feel- 
ing, that  rendered  it  remarkable.  At  times  tins  air  of  in- 
tegrity seemed  to  be  so  simple  as  to  awaken  the  suspicion 
of  a  want  of  the  usual  means  to  discriminate  between 
artifice  and  truth;  but  few  came  in  serious  contact  with  the 
man,  without  losing  this  distrust  in  respect  for  his  opinions 
and  motives. 

Both  these  frontier-men  were  still  young,  Hurry  having 
reached  the  age  of  six  or  eight  and  twenty,  while  Deerslayer 
was  several  years  his  junior.  Their  attire  needs  no  particular 
description,  though  it  may  be  well  to  add  that  it  was  composed 
in  no  small  degree  of  dressed  deer-skins,  and  had  the  usual  signs 
of  belonging  to  those  who  pass  their  time  between  the  skirts  of 
civilized  society  and  the  boundless  forests.  There  was,  notwith- 
standing, some  attention  to  smartness  and  the  picturesque  in 
the  arrangements  of  Deerslayer's  dress,  more  particuljirly  in  the 
part  connected  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements.  His  rifle 
in  perfect  i'vadition,  the  handle  of  his  hunting-ktivfe  ^«a 


neatly  carved,  im  ponder-honi  was  omniiieQl^d  with  suitable 
devices  ligbtJy  cut  into  the  material,  aud  Lis  sliot-pouch  was 
decorated  with  wampum.  On  the  other  hand,  Hurry  Harry, 
either  ffom  coiLstitudunal  recklessuess,  or  from  a  secret  coned- 
ousness  how  little  his  nppearauce  required  ^rtiiiciHl  aid^  wore 
e\'erytliing  in  a  carelei^  Hloveoly  manner,  oa  if  lie  felt  a  nuhlo 
Rcorn  for  the  tiifling  accessories  of  dress  and  omnineoU.  Per- 
hafis  the  peculiar  eflijct  of  hia  fine  ftirm  and  gre.il  stature  was 
increased  fHther  than  loisened,  by  this  unstudied  aud  disdainfid 
air  of  indiflerence. 

"  Come,  DeeRilnycr,  fsAl  to,  and  prove  that  yon  have  a  Dela- 
ware stomiicb,  as  yuu  say  you  have  had  a  Delaware  edicution," 
cried  Hurry,  setting  the  example  by  opening  his  mouth  to  re- 
ceive a  slice  of  cold  venisoa  steak  titat  would  have  made  aa 
entire  meal  fur  a  European  peasant ;  "  fall  to,  lad,  and  prove 
your  matihixHl  on  thii  poor  dovil  of  ti  doe,  with  your  teeth,  an 
you'ie  already  done  with  your  rifle." 

"  Nav,  nay.  Hurry,  there's  little  manhood  in  killing;  a  doe, 
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*•  Harkee,  Master  Deerslayer,  since  we  are  on  the  subject,  we 
may  as  well  open  our  minds  to  each  other  in  a  man-to-man 
way ;  answer  me  one  question ;  you  have  had  so  much  hick 
among  the  game  as  to  have  gotten  a  title,  it  would  seem,  but 
did  you  ever  hit  anything  human  or  inteUigible :  did  you  ever 
{uill  trigger  on  an  inimy  that  was  capable  of  pulhng  one  upon 
vou?" 

This  question  produced  a  singular  collision  between  mortifi- 
cation and  correct  foeling,  in  the  basom  of  the  youth,  that  was 
easily  to  be  traced  in  the  workings  of  his  ingenuous  counte- 
nance. The  struggle  wjis  short,  however ;  uprightness  of  heart 
soon  getting  the  blotter  of  £ilse  pride  and  frontier  IxMistfulness. 

"  To  own  the  truth,  I  nevor  did,"  answered  De<»rslayer ; 
*•  8eein<;  that  a  fittinyr  occjwion  never  otfered.  The  Delawares 
have  been  peaceable  since  my  sojourn  witli  *em,  and  1  hold  it 
to  be  onlawful  to  take  the  life  of  man,  except  in  open  and  gene- 
rous warfare." 

"What!  did  you  never  find  a  fellow  thieving  among  your 
traps  and  skin^,  and  do  the  law  on  liiin,  with  your  own  h.inds, 
by  way  of  saving  the  magistrates  troul>le,  in  the  settlements, 
and  the  rogue  himself  the  cost  of  the  suit .-" 

"  I  am  no  trapper.  Hurry,"  returned  the  young  man  proudly : 
"  I  live  by  the  rifle,  a  we'|)on  at  which  I  will  not  turn  my  back 
on  any  man  of  my  years,  atween  the  Hudson  and  the  St. 
Lawrence.  I  never  offer  a  skin  that  has  not  a  hole  in  its 
head  besides  them  which  natur'  made  to  see  with,  or  to  breathe 
through." 

"  Ay,  ay,  this  is  all  very  well,  in  the  animal  way,  thouu:h 
it  makes  but  a  poor  figure  alongside  of  scalps  and  and-bu-ilM^. 
Shooting  an  Indian  from  an  and-bush  is  acting  up  to  his  own 
principles,  and  now  we  have  what  you  call  a  lawful  war  on  *>ur 
hands,  the  sooner  you  wipe  that  disgrace  off  your  character, 
the  sounder  will  be  your  sleep  ;  if  it  only  come  from  ^cnowing 
there  is  one  inimy  the  less  prowling  in  the  woods.  I  shall  not 
frequent  your  society  long,  friend  Natty,  unless  you  Kx)k  higher 
dum  four-footeil  beasts  to  practise  your  rifle  on,'' 
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"  Oar  jonrnejr  ia  nearly  ended,  you  say,  Haster  Marc^  and 
we  cau  part  to-night,  if  you  aeti  uccasion.  1  tia('e  a  fri'nd  wait- 
ing for  me,  who  will  think  it  nu  disgrace  to  consort  with  a 
fellow-creatur'  that  baa  never  yet  slain  his  kind." 

"  I  wish  I  knew  what  has  brought  that  skulking  Delaware 
into  thb  part  of  the  country  so  "ariy  in  the  season,"  muttered 
Hurry  to  himself^  in  a  way  to  show  equally  distrust  and  a 
recklessness  of  its  betrayal.  "Where  did  you  say  the  young  chief 
was  to  give  you  the  meeting !" 

"  At  a  small  round  rock,  near  the  foot  of  the  lake,  where, 
they  tell  me,  the  tribes  are  given  to  resorting  to  make  tbuir 
treaties,  and  to  bury  their  hatchets.  Hiis  ritck  have  I  ofUn 
heard  the  Detawares  mention,  though  lake  aud  rock  are  equally 
Btrangera  to  me.  The  country  ia  claimed  by  both  Mingos  and 
Mohicans,  and  is  a  sort  of  common  territory  to  fish  and  hunt 
through,  in  time  of  peace,  though  what  it  may  become  in  war- 
time, the  Lord  only  knows  !" 

"Common  ti'rritory  P exclaimed  Hurry,  laughing  aloud.     "  I 
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altpgetlier  beyond  froutier  endurance.      What's    the    man's 
history  and  natur'  ?" 

^  Why,  as  to  old  Tom's  human  natur*,  it  is  not  much  like 
other  men's  human  natur*,  but  more  like  a  musk-rat's  human 
natur',  seeing  that  he  takes  more  to  the  ways  of  that  animal, 
than  to  the  ways  of  any  other  fellow-creatur'.  Some  think  he  was 
a  free  liver  on  the  salt  water,  in  his  youth,  and  a  companion  of  a 
sartain  Eidd,  who  was  hanged  for  piracy,  long  afore  you  and  I 
were  bom  or  acquainted,  and  tlmt  he  came  up  into  these 
regions,  thinking  that  the  king's  cruisers  could  never  cross  the 
mountains,  and  that  he  might  enjoy  the  plunder  peaceably  in 
the  woods." 

"Then  he  was  wrong,  Hurry;  very  wrong.  A  man  can 
enjoy  plunder  peaceably  nowhere." 

"  That's  much  as  his  turn  of  mind  may  happen  to  be.  I've 
known  them  that  never  could  enjoy  it  at  all,  unless  it  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  jollification,  and  them  ag'in  that  enjoyed  it  best  in  a 
comer.  Some  men  have  no  peace  if  they  don't  find  plunder, 
and  some  if  they  do.  Human  natur'  is  crooked  in  these 
matters.  Old  Tom  seems  to  belong  to  neither  set,  as  he  enjoys 
his,  if  plunder  he  has  really  got,  with  his  darters,  in  a  veiy 
quiet  and  comfortable  way,  and  wishes  for  no  more.^' 

*•  Ay,  he  has  darters,  too ;  IVe  heard  the  Delawarcs,  who've 
hunted  this-a-way,  tell  their  histories  of  these  young  women.  Is 
there  no  mother,  Hurry  ?" 

"  There  was  once,  as  in  reason  ;  but  she  has  now  been  dead 
and  sunk  these  two  good  years." 

"  Anan  ?"  said  Deerslayer,  looking  up  at  his  companion  in  n 
little  surprise. 

"  Dead  and  sunk,  I  say,  and  I  hope  that's  good  English.  The 
old  fellow  lowered  his  wife  into  the  lake,  by  way  of  seeing  the 
last  of  her,  as  I  can  testify,  being  an  eye-witness  of  the  ceremony  ; 
but  whether  Tom  did  it  to  save  digging,  which  is  no  easy  job 
among  roots,  or  out  of  a  consait  that  water  washes  away  sin 
loooer  than  'arth.  is  more  tlian  I  can  sav." 


"  Was  the  poor  woman  oncommoD  wicked,  &a,t  her  bmband 
should  take  so  much  pains  with  her  body  f 

"  Not  onmasonablc ;  though  sho  bad  her  f^tulU.  I  consider 
Judith  Hutter  to  have  been  as  grncerul,  and  about  as  likely  to 
male  a  good  iiid,  as  auy  vroman  who  had  hved  so  lonn;  beyond 
Ihe  round  of  church  bells;  and  I  conclude  old  Tom  sunk  herru 
much  by  way  of  saving  pains,  as  by  way  of  UJeiny  it.  There 
was  a  little  «teel  in  her  tem|)cr,  it's  true,  and,  as  old  Huttor  b 
pretty  much  flint,  they  struck  out  spark*  once-and-a-while  ;  but, 
on  the  whole,  they  might  be  said  to  live  amicable  like.  When 
they  did  kindle,  the  listeners  got  some  such  in^ightn  into  their 
past  lives,  as  one  gets  into  the  darker  parts  of  the  woods,  when 
a  stray  gleam  of  sunshine  finds  its  way  doivn  to  the  roots  of  tJie 
trees.  But  Judith  I  shall  always  esteem,  as  it's  recommend 
enough  to  one  woman  to  be  the  mother  of  such  a  creatur'  as  her 
darter,  Judith  Hutter !" 

"  Ay,  Judith  was  the  name  the  DiOawarea  mentioned,  though 
it  was  pronounced  aftor  a  fashion  of  their 
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reflect,  ""come,  Deerslayer,  we  are  sworn  fri'nds,  and  wi]l  not 
quarrel  about  a  lightr minded,  jilting  jade,  just  because  she 
happens  to  be  handsome ;  more  especially  as  you  have  never 
seen  her.  Judith  is  only  for  a  man  whose  teeth  show  Uie  full 
marks,  and  it^s  foolLsh  to  be  afeard  of  a  boy.  What  did  the 
Delawares  say  of  the  hussy ;  for  an  Indian,  after  all,  has  bia 
notions  of  woman-kind,  as  well  as  a  white  man  ?^ 

^  They  said  she  was  fiiir  to  look  on,  and  pleasant  of  speech ; 
but  over-given  to  admirers,  and  light-minded." 

"  They  arc  devils  incarnate  !  After  all,  what  schoolmaster  is 
a  match  tor  an  Indian,  in  looking  into  natur*  ?  Some  people 
think  they  are  only  good  on  a  trail  or  the  war-path,  but  I  say 
that  they  are  philosophers,  and  understand  a  man  as  well  as 
they  understand  a  beaver,  and  a  woman  as  well  as  they  under- 
stand either.  Now  that's  Judith's  character  to  a  riband  !  To 
own  the  truth  to  you,  Deerslayer,  I  should  have  married  the 
gal  two  years  since,  if  it  had  not  been  for  two  particular  things, 
one  of  which  was  this  very  light-mindedness.'' 

"  And  what  may  have  been  the  other  ?'*  demanded  the  hunter, 
who  continued  to  eat  like  one  that  took  very  little  interest  in  the 
subject 

"  T'other  was  an  insartiinty  about  her  having  me.  The  hussy 
is  handsome,  and  she  knows  it  Boy,  not  a  tree  that  is  growing 
in  these  hills  is  straighter,  or  waves  in  the  wind  with  an  easier 
bend,  nor  did  you  ever  see  the  doe  that  lx)unded  with  a  more 
nat'ral  motion.  If  that  was  all,  every  tongue  would  sound  her 
praises ;  but  she  has  such  failings  that  I  tiud  it  hard  to  overlook 
them,  and  sometimes  I  swear  Til  never  visit  the  lake  ag'in.'* 

**  Which  b  the  reason  that  you  always  come  back  ?  Nothing 
ij»  ever  made  more  sure  by  swearing  about  it." 

**  Ah,  Deersbiyer,  you  are  a  novelty  in  these  j)artic'lar8 ; 
keeping  as  true  to  edication  as  if  you  had  never  left  the  settle- 
ments. With  me  the  case  is  different,  and  I  never  want  to  clinch 
an  idee,  that  I  do  not  fe«'l  a  wish  to  swear  about  it  If  you 
know'd  all  that  I  know  consarning  Judith,  you'd  find  a  jusLifica- 
Uon  for  a  liiLlo  uiKiin;^.     Now.  the  ottic^^rs  sometimes  sUaj  ON^ 
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to  the  lake,  from  the  forts  on  the  Mohawk,  to  fish  and  huot,  and 
then  the  creatur'  seems  beside  herself!  You  can  see  it  in  the 
manner  in  nliich  she  weara  her  finery,  and  the  aira  she  gives 
herself  with  the  gailants." 

"TLat  is  unseemly  in  a  poor  man's  darUjr,"  returned  Deer- 
filiiyer  gravely,  "  the  officers  are  all  gentry,  and  can  only  look  on 
such  as  Judith  with  evil  intentions." 

"There's  the  unaartainty,  and  the  damper!  I  have  my  mis- 
givings about  a  particular  captiun,  and  Jude  has  no  one  to  blame 
but  her  own  folly,  if  I'm  wrong.  On  the  ivhole,  T  wish  to  look 
upon  her  as  modest  and  becoming,  and  yet  the  clouds  that  drive 
among  these  hills  ore  not  more  unsartjiiii.  Not  a  dozen  white 
men  have  e\'er  laid  eyes  upon  her  since  she  was  a  child,  and 
yet  her  airs,  with  two  or  ihrco  of  these  officers,  are 
eiitJnguishers !" 

"  1  would  think  no  more  of  such  a  woman,  but  turn  my  mind 
altogether  to  the  forest ;  that  will  not  deceive  you,  being  cirdered 
and  ruled  by  a  hand  that  n 
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understand  to  signify  that  she  means  always  to  go  in  the  riglit 
direction,  but  sometimes  doesn't  know  how.  *  Compass*  for  the 
p'int,  and  *  meant  us'  for  the  intention.  No,  poor  Hetty  is  what 
I  call  on  the  varge  of  ignorance,  and  sometimes  she  stumbles  on 
one  side  of  the  line,  and  sometimes  on  t'other." 

"  Them  are  beings  that  the  Lord  has  in  his  'special  care," 
said  Deerslayer,  solemnly ;  "  for  he  looks  carefully  to  all  who 
fall  short  of  their  proper  share  of  reason.  The  Redskins  honor 
and  respect  them  who  are  so  gifted,  knowing  that  the  Enl 
Spirit  delights  more  to  dwell  in  an  artful  body,  than  in  one  that 
has  no  cunning  to  work  ujwn." 

**  I'll  answer  for  it,  then,  that  he  will  not  remain  long  with 
poor  Hetty — ^for  the  child  is  just  *  compass  meant  us,'  as  I  have 
told  you.  Old  Tom  has  a  feeling  for  the  gal,  and  so  has  Judith, 
quick-witted  and  glorious  as  she  is  herself;  else  would  I  not 
answer  for  her  beinij  altoijether  safe  amonjj  the  sort  of  men  that 
sometimes  meet  on  the  lake  shore." 

"I  thought  this  water  an  onknown  and  little- frequented 
sheet,"  obseryed  the  Deerslayer,  evidently  uneasy  at  the  idea  of 
being  too  near  the  world. 

•*  It's  all  that,  lad,  the  eyes  of  twenty  white  men  never  having 
been  laid  on  it ;  still,  twenty  true-bred  frontier-men — hunters, 
and  trappers,  and  scouts,  and  the  like, — can  do  a  deal  of 
mischief  if  they  try.  Twould  be  an  awful  thing  to  me, 
Deerslayer,  did  I  find  Judith  married,  after  an  absence  of  six 
months !" 

"Have  you  the  gal's  faith,  to  incourage  you  to  hope 
otherwise  ?" 

"  Not  at  all.  I  know  not  how  it  is — I'm  good-looking,  boy ; 
that  much  I  can  see  in  any  spring  on  which  the  sun  shines — 
and  yet  I  could  never  get  the  hussy  to  a  promise,  or  even  a 
cordial  willing  smile,  though  she  will  laugh  by  the  hour.  If  she 
has  dared  to  murry  in  my  absence,  she'll  be  like  to  know  the 
pleasures  of  widowhood  afore  she  is  twenty !" 

**  You   would  not  harm  the  man  she  had  chosen,  Hurry, 


simply  because  she  fuun*!  Uim  more  to  her  liking  tJiao  yam- 
selfr 

'■  Wliy  not  t  If  an  inimy  crossee  my  path,  will  I  not  beat 
him  out  of  it!  Look  at  me — ma  I  a  mau  like  to  let  aay 
sneaking,  crawling,  skin-trader,  get  tlie  bettor  of  lue  iu  a  niattai 
that  touchi^  me  oa  near  as  tliu  kindness  of  Judith  Huttcrl 
Besides,  when  we  live  beyond  law,  we  must  be  our  own  judgea 
and  executioners.  And  if  a  man  should  be  found  dead  in  the 
Wiiods,  who  is  there  to  say  who  slew  him,  even  admitting  that 
the  Colony  took  llie  matter  in  hand  and  made  a  stir 
about  it  1" 

"  If  that  man  should  be  Judith  Hutt«r's  hueband,  after  what 
hiw  passed,  I  mig'hl  (ell  enough,  iit  least,  to  put  tlie  Colony  on 
tlie  trail." 

'■  You  !— half-pTi)wn,  veiiisoii-lnintinj;  banlliTig  !  You  daro 
to  think  of  informing  i^nat  Hurry  Harry  in  so  much  as  a 
matter  touching  a  mink  or  a  woodchuck  I" 

"  I  would  dare  to  ajieak  truth,  Hnrpy,  coiisaniing  you,  or  any 
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"  Vou  may  shake,  Hurry,  until  you  bring  down  the  moun- 
tain," he  said,  quietly,  **  but  nothing  beside  truth  will  you  shake 
from  me.  It  is  ])robablo  that  Judith  Ilutter  has  no  husband  to 
slay,  and  you  may  never  have  a  chance  to  waylay  one,  else 
would  I  tell  her  of  your  threat,  in  the  first  conversation  I  held 
with  the  gal." 

March  released  his  gripe,  and  sat  regarding  the  other  hi 
Biient  astonishment. 

"  I  thought  we  had  been  friends,"  he  at  length  added — 
"  but  you've  got  the  last  secret  of  mine  that  will  ever  enter  your 
ears." 

"  I  want  none,  if  they  are  to  Ix?  like  this.  I  know  we  live  in 
the  woods,  Hurry,  and  are  thouijht  to  be  bi'vond  human  laws — 
and  j)erhaps  we  are  so,  in  fact,  what<»ver  it  may  l>e  in  right — but 
there  is  a  law,  ajid  a  law  maker,  that  rule  across  the  whole  conti- 
nent    lie  that  flies  in  the  face  of  either,  need  not  call  w\k\  fri'nd." 

**  Damme,  I>eerslayer,  if  I  do  not  believe  you  are,  at  heart,  a 
Moravian,  and  no  fair-minded,  j)lain-d«.*aling  hunter,  as  you've 
pretended  to  be  !" 

"  Fair-minded  or  not^  Hurry,  you  will  find  me  as  plain- 
dealing  in  deeds  as  I  am  in  words.  But  this  giving  way  to 
sudden  anger  is  foolish,  and  proves  how  little  you  have 
sojourned  with  the  red  man.  Judith  Hutter  no  doubt  is  still 
single,  and  you  spoke  but  as  the  tongue  ran,  and  not  as  the 
heart  felt  There's  my  hand,  and  we  will  say  and  think  no 
more  about  it." 

Hurry  seemed  more  surprised  than  ever ;  then  he  burst  forth 
in  a  loud  good-natured  laugh,  which  brought  tears  to  his  eyes. 
After  this,  he  accepted  the  offered  hand,  and  tho  parties  became 
fnends. 

"Twould  have  been  foolish  to  quarrel  about  an  idee," 
March  cried,  as  he  resumed  his  meal,  *'  and  more  hke  lawyers  in 
the  towns,  than  like  sensible  men  in  the  woods.  They  tell  me, 
Deerslayer,  much  ill-blood  grows  out  of  idec^s,  among  the  ]>eople 
in  the  lower  counties,  and  that  they  sometimes  get  to  extremi- 
tieB  upon  them." 
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"  That  do  they — that  do  they ;  and  about  other  matieri  ihat 
might  bettor  be  led  to  tnke  care  of  (liem^elvea.  I  have  beard 
the  Moravians  say  that  (here  are  lands  in  whieh  men  quarn?] 
even  cousarning  tlieir  religion ;  and  if  tbey  can  get  their 
lompers  u|)  on  siicb  a  subject,  Uurry,  (be  LonI  have  niarcy  on'eni, 
Howsever,  tliere  is  no  occasion  for  our  following  tln;ir  example, 
and  more  &'<))ccifl11y  about  a  hu'^b^tuJ  tbat  this  Judith  lluttcr 
may  never  see,  or  never  wish  to  see.  For  my  part,  I  feel  more 
cur'o«ty  niMut  tbe  feeble-n-ittcd  sislcr  than  about  your  beauty. 
Theru'd  something  tliat  comes  close  to  a  man's  feelin's,  when  ho 
mceU  wilb  a  fellow  creatur'  tbat  has  all  the  outward  show  of  an 
accouutablc  mortal,  and  who  faiU  of  l>eiug  wliat  he  seems,  only 
tlirough  a  tack  of  reason.  TIiIa  is  bad  enough  in  a  man,  but 
when  it  comes  to  a  woman,  and  she  a  young,  and  may-be  a 
winning  creatur',  it  touches  all  the  piliful  thoughts  his  natur' 
has.  God  knows,  Hurry,  that  such  poor  tilings  be  defenceless 
enough  with  all  tbeir  wils  about  'em ;  but  it's  a  cruel  fortun' 
when  tbat  great  protector  and  guide  fails  'em." 
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CHAPTER  II. 

**  Thon*rt  passing  from  the  lake's  green  side, 
And  the  hunter's  hearth  away  ; 
For  the  lime  of  flowers,  for  the  summer's  pride. 
Daughter  !  thou  canst  not  stay." 

Rbcordi  of  Woman. 

Our  two  adventurers  li.nl  not  far  to  go.  Ilurry  knew  the 
direction,  as  soon  as  he  had  found  the  ojK»n  spot  and  the  spring, 
and  he  now  led  on  with  the  confident  step  of  a  man  assured 
of  his  object.  The  forest  was  dark,  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  it 
was  no  longer  obstruct*  d  by  under-brush,  and  the  footing  was 
firm  and  dry.  After  proceeding  near  a  mile,  MarS  stoj^ped, 
and  began  to  cast  about  him  with  an  inquiring  look,  examining 
the  ditTerent  objects  with  care,  and  occasionally  turning  his  eyes 
on  the  trunks  of  the  fallen  trees,  with  which  the  gruund  wjis 
well  sprinkled,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  an  Americim  wood, 
especially  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  timber  has  not 
yet  become  valuable. 

*'  This  must  be  the  place,  Deerslayer,"  March  at  length 
observed  ;  "  here  is  a  beech  by  tlie  side  of  a  hemlock,  with  three 
pines  at  hand,  and  yonder  is  a  white  birch  with  a  broken  top ; 
and  yet  I  see  no  rock,  nor  any  of  the  branches  bent  down,  as  I 
told  you  would  be  the  case." 

"Broken  branches  are  onskilful  landmarks,  as  the  lea«st- 
exper'enced  know  that  branches  don't  often  break  of  them- 
selves" returned  the  other ;  "  and  they  also  lead  to  suspicion 
and  discoveries.  The  Delawares  never  trust  to  broken  branches, 
unless  it  is  in  friendly  times,  and  on  an  open  trail.  As  for  the 
beeches,  and  pines,  and  hemlocks,  why,  they  arc  to  be  seen  on 
all  sides  of  us,  not  only  by  twos  and  threes,  but  by  forties,  and 
fifties,  and  hundreds." 
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"  Veiy  true,  Deeralayer,  but  you  nevpr  catculiito  on  jjcMtion. 
Uere  b  a  beech  and  a  heiulotk— — -" 

"  Y(<a,  and  tlicre  »  another  be«<:b  and  a  hemlodc,  as  loving 
as  tno  brothers,  or,  for  that  matter,  more  loving  than  »jme 
brothi.'i's ;  nnd  yondet  aro  others,  fur  tiL'ithcr  tree  is  a  rarity  in 
liiew  woods.  I  fiar  me,  Uurrj,  jou  are  bitter  at  trapping 
beiiver  and  shooting  beais,  than  at  leading-  on  a  biindish  sort 
of  a  (rail.     IIr  !  there's  what  you  nbh  to  tind,  a'ter  all !" 

"  Now,  Decrsluyer,  this  is  one  of  your  Delaw/ire  pretensious, 
for,  Lang  me  if  I  see  anything  but  tlieae  trees,  which  do  seem 
to  start  up  iiround  us,  in  a  nioet  onaccouii tabic  nnd  peqiloxing 


"  Look  this-ft-nwny.  Hurry — here,  in  a  lino  witli  llic  black  oak 
— don't  you  see  the  crooked  sapling  [liut  is  hooked  up  in  Uie 
branches  of  the  husE-wixid,  near  it!  Notr,  that  sajiling  was 
once  snow-ridden,  and  got  the  bend  by  its  weight;  but  it  ni>ver 
straightened  lUclf,  and  fastened  itself  in  among  the  bass-iTood 
brnnchi'S  in  the  way  you  Bee.  The  hand  of  man  did  tliat  act 
of  kiiidii.>-^  H.r  i 
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"  And  who  is  this  Chingachgook,  of  whom  you  talk  so  much, 
Deerslayer  ?"  asked  Hurry,  as  ho  moved  off  in  the  direction  of 
the  righted  saphng ;  "  a  loping  red-skin,  at  the  best,  I  make  no 
question." 

"  Not  so,  Hurry,  but  the  best  of  loping  red-skins,  as  you  call 
*em.  If  he  had  his  rights,  he  would  be  a  great  chief;  but,  as 
it  b,  he  is  only  a  brave  and  just-minded  Delaware ;  respected, 
jind  even  obeyed  in  some  things,  'tis  true,  but  of  a  fallen  race, 
and  belonging  to  a  fallen  people.  Ah  I  Harry  March,  'twould 
warm  the  heart  within  you  to  sit  in  their  lodges  of  a  winter's 
night,  and  listen  to  the  traditions  of  the  ancient  greatness  and 
power  of  the  Mohicans  !" 

'^Harkee,  fri'nd  Nathaniel,"  said  Hurry,  stopping  short  to 
face  his  companion,  in  order  that  his  words  might  carry  greater 
weight  with  tliem,  "if  a  man  beheved  all  that  other  people 
choose  to  say  in  their  own  favor,  he  might  get  an  oversized 
opinion  of  them,  and  an  undersized  opinion  of  himself.  These 
red-skins  are  notable  boasters,  and  I  set  down  more  than  half 
of  their  traditions  as  pure  talk." 

"  There  is  truth  in  what  you  say.  Hurry,  I'll  not  deny  it,  for 
Fve  seen  it,  and  believe  it.  They  do  boast,  but  tlieu  that  is  a  gift 
from  natur' ;  and  it's  sinful  to  withstand  nat'ral  gifts.  See ;  this 
is  the  sj)ot  you  come  to  find  !" 

This  remark  cut  short  the  discourse,  and  both  the  men  now 
gave  all  their  attention  to  the  object  immediately  before  them. 
Deerslayer  pointed  out  to  his  companion  the  trunk  of  a  huge 
linden,  or  bass- wood,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  which  had  filled  its  time,  and  fallen  by  its  own  weight. 
This  tree,  like  so  many  millions  of  its  brethren,  lay  where  it 
had  fallen,  and  was  mouldering  under  the  slow  but  certain 
infiuence  of  the  seasons.  The  decay,  however,  had  attacked  its 
centre,  even  while  it  stood  erect  in  the  pride  of  vegetation,  hol- 
lowing out  its  heart,  as  disease  sometimes  destroys  the  vitals  of 
animal  life,  even  while  a  fair  exterior  is  presented  to  the  obser- 
ver. As  the  trunk  lay  stretched  for  near  a  hundred  feet  along 
the  earth,  the  quick  eye  of  the  hunter  detected  this  ^^wlvadt^^ 
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and,  from  this  and  other  circunwtaTices,  he  knew  it  to  be  tha 
tree  of  which  March  was  in  seari'lt, 

"  A_v,  here  we  have  wiiat  we  want,"  cried  Hurry,  looking  in 
at  tlie  larger  end  of  the  linden  ;  "  everytliing  is  as  aniig  as  if  it 
had  been  left  in  an  old  woman's  cupboard.  Come,  lend  me  a 
nand,  Deerslayer,  and  we'll  be  afloat  in  half  an  hour." 

At  this  call  the  hunter  joined  hh  companion,  and  the  two 
went  to  work  deliberately  and  reguiariy,  like  men  accustomed 
to  the  sort  of  thing  in  which  they  were  employed.  In  the  firet 
place,  Hurry  removed  some  pieces  of  bark  that  lay  before  the 
i»'ge  opening  in  the  tree,  and  wliicb  the  other  declared  to  be 
disposed  in  a  way  that  would  hitve  been  more  likely  to  Attract 
Hltention  tlian  to  coneeal  the  raver,  had  any  straggler  pnased 
that  way.  The  two  then  drew  out  a  bark  cnnoe,  conlaining  its 
teats,  paddies,  and  other  appliances,  even  to  Ashing  lineft  and  rods. 
This  ve^s^■l  was  by  no  means  small ;  but  Bucb  was  its  compara- 
tive lightness,  and  so  gigantic  was  the  strength  of  Hurry,  that 
the  latter  shouldered  it  with  seeming  ease,  declining   all   assist- 
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atmosphere,  compressed  into  a  setting  of  hills  and  woods.  Its 
length  was  about  three  leagues,  while  it«*  breadth  was  irregular, 
expanding  to  half  a  league,  or  even  more,  opposite  to  the  point, 
and  contracting  to  less  than  half  that  distance,  more  to  the 
southward.  Of  course,  its  margin  was  irregular,  being  indented 
b}  bays,  and  broken  by  many  projecting,  low  points.  At  it«» 
northern,  or  nearest  end,  it  was  bounded  by  an  isolated  moun- 
tain, lower  land  falling  oft*  east  and  west,  gracefully  relieving 
the  sweep  of  the  outHne.  Still  the  character  of  the  country 
was  mountainous  ;  high  hills,  or  low  mountains,  rising  abruptly 
from  the  water,  on  quite  nine  tenths  of  its  circuit.  The  excep- 
tions, indeed,  only  served  a  little  to  vary  the  scene ;  and  even 
beyond  the  parts  of  the  shore  that  were  comparatively  low,  the 
back-oTound  wa**  hifjh,  thouorh  more  distant. 

But  the  most  striking  peculiarities  of  this  scene  were  its  solemn 
sohtude  and  sweet  repose.  On  all  sides,  wherever  the  eye 
tunjcd,  nothing  met  it  but  the  mirror-like  surface  of  the  lake, 
the  placid  view  of  heaven,  and  the  dense  setting  of  woods.  So 
rich  and  fleecy  were  the  outlines  of  the  forest,  that  scarce  an 
opening  could  be  seen,  the  whole  visible  earth,  from  the  rounded 
mountain-top  to  the  water's  edge*,  presenting  one  unvaried  hue 
of  unbroken  verdure.  As  if  vegetation  were  not  satisfied  with 
a  triumph  so  complete,  the  trees  overhung  the  lake  itself,  shoot- 
ing out  towards  the  light ;  and  there  were  miles  along  its 
eastern  shore,  where  a  Ixjat  might  have  pulled  beneath  the 
branches  of  dark  Rem  bran  dt-looking  hemlocks,  "  quivering 
aspens,"  and  melancholy  pines.  In  a  word,  the  hand  of  man 
had  never  yet  defaced  or  di?formed  any  part  of  this  native  scene, 
which  lay  bathed  in  the  sunlight,  a  glorious  picture  c>f  aftlueiit 
forest-grandeur,  softened  by  the  balminess  of  June,  and  r<flieved 
by  the  beautiful  variety  aflbrded  by  the  presence  of  so  broad  an 
expanse  of  water. 

"  This  is  grand  ! — 'tis  solemn  ! — 'tis  an  edication  of  itself,  to 
look  upon !"  exclaimed  Deerslayer,  as  he  stood  leaning  on  his 
rifle,  and  gazing  to  the  right  and  left,  north  and  soutli,  al>ove 
and  beneath,  in  whichever  direction  his  eye  could  wander ;  "  not 


a  tree  ilisturbeil  oven  by  red-skiu  band,  as  I  can  discover,  bat 
everyUiing  left  iu  the  urdering  of  the  Lord,  to  live  and  die 
flcoording  to  his  own  deaii^ns  and  la«-s  !  Hurry,  juiir  Judith 
ought  to  be  a  moral  and  well-di^posod  young  woman,  if  she 
has  pitecd  half  the  time  you  mentioa  in  ttie  centre  of  a  «pot  so 
favored." 

"Thnt's  a.  naked  truth;  and  yet  the  gal  has  the  vagaries. 
All  lier  time  has  not  been  paiwed  here,  howsever,  old  Tom  liav- 
ing  the  custom,  nfore  I  know'd  him,  of  going  to  spend  the  win- 
ters in  tho  neighlxirhood  of  the  settlers,  or  nnder  the  guns  of 
the  forts.  No,  no,  Jude  haa  caught  more  than  is  for  her 
good  from  the  Betllers,  and  especially  from  the  gnllantifying 
officers." 

"  If  she  has — if  she  lias,  Hurry,  this  is  n  school  lo  set  her 
mind  right  i^j'in,  Bnt  what  i^  this  I  see  off  here,  ahre.ist  of  us, 
that  seems  too  small  for  an  ialand,  and  ti«  lar^'  for  a  boat, 
though  it  stands  in  tho  mid.'it  of  the  wat^^ri" 

"  Why,  tlint  is   what  these  gallanting  gentry,  from  the  (brts, 
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At  this  suggestion,  Decrslayer  helped  his  companion  to  place 
the  ditferent  articles  in  the  canoe,  which  was  already  afloat 
This  was  no  sooner  done  than  the  two  frontier- men  embarked, 
and,  by  a  vigorous  push,  sent  the  liglit  bark  some  eight  or  ten 
rods  from  the  shore.  Hurry  now  took  the  seat  in  the  st^?rn, 
while  Deerslayer  placed  himself  forward,  and,  by  leisurely  but 
steady  strokes  of  the  paddles,  the  canoe  glided  across  the  placid 
sheet,  towards  the  extraordinary -looking  structure  that  the 
former  had  stvled  Muskrat  Castle.  Several  times  the  men 
ceased  paddling,  and  looked  about  them  at  the  scene,  as  new 
glimj^ses  opened  from  behind  points,  enabling  them  to  see  fur- 
ther down  the  lake,  or  to  get  broader  views  of  the  wooded 
mountains.  The  only  changes,  however,  were  in  the  new  forias 
of  the  hills,  the  var}Mng  curvature  of  the  bays,  and  the  wider 
reaches  of  the  valley  south ;  the  whole  earth,  apparently,  being 
clothed  in  a  gala-dress  of  leaves. 

"  Tliis  is  a  sight  to  warm  the  heart  T  exclaimed  Deerslayer, 
when  they  had  thus  stopped  for  the  fourth  or  fifth  time  ;  "  the 
lake  seems  made  to  let  us  get  an  insight  into  the  noble  forests ; 
and  land  .ind  water,  alike,  stand  in  the  beauty  of  God's  provi- 
dence !  Do  you  say.  Hurry,  that  there  is  no  man  who  calls 
himself  lawful  owner  of  all  these  glories  ?" 

"  None  but  the  King,  lad.  He  may  |»retend  to  some  right 
of  that  natur',  but  he  is  so  far  away  that  his  claim  will  never 
trouble  old  Tom  Hutter,  who  has  got  po^^session,  and  is  like  to 
keep  it  as  long  as  his  life  lasts.  Tom  is  no  squatter,  not  being 
on  land  ;  I  call  him  a  floats* r." 

"  I  invy  tliat  man  I — I  know  it's  wrong,  and  I  strive  ag'in 
the  feelin',  but  I  invy  that  man  !  Don't  think,  Hurry,  that  I'm 
consarting  any  plan  to  put  myself  in  his  moccasins,  f  )r  such  a 
thought  doesn't  harbor  in  my  mind  ;  but  I  can't  help  a  little 
invy !  Tis  a  nat'ral  feelin',  and  the  best  of  us  are  but  nat'ral, 
a'ter  all,  and  give  way  to  such  feelin's  at  times." 

"  You've  only  to  marry  Hetty  to  inherit  half  the  estate," 
cried  Hurry,  laughing;  "the  gal  is  comely;  nay,  if  it  wasn't 
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for  her  sister's  beauty,  she  would  be  even  bandsoinc;  and  tlien 
her  wits  are  sii  s-mall,  Uiat  ym:  may  -^ssily  coiivart  lier  into  one 
of  your  own  way  of  tliinking,  in  all  tilings.  Do  you  lake 
Hetty  cS  the  old  fellow's  liands,  snd/Tl  eiiga^  lie'll  giie  yon 
an  interest  in  every  deer  you  can  knock  over  within  five  miles 
of  bi«  lake." 

"  Doea  game  abound  f"  suddenly  demanded  the  other,  wbo 
paid  but  little  atlentiun  to  March's  railleiy. 

"It  has  llie  country  to  itself.  Scarce  a  trigger  is  pulled  on 
it ;  and  as  for  the  tfappers,  this  is  not  a  region  they  greatly  fre- 
quent. I  ought  not  to  be  80  much  here  myself,  but  Jiide  pulb 
one  way,  while  the  beaver  pulls  another.  More  than  n  hun- 
dred Spanish  doUiire  has  Hint  creiilur'  coat  me,  the  two  last  sf* 
Rons ;  and  yet  I  could  not  forego  the  wish  to  look  upon  lier  face 
once  more." 

"  Do  the  red-men  oft«n  vLsit  this  lake,  Hiirrj- 1"  continued 
Deerslajor,  pursuing  hia  own  triiin  of  thonght. 

"  Whr,  (lipy  come  und  <x<^ ;  sometimes  in  partita,  and  ^oin*^ 
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fiirther  west,  these  bits  of  water  abound;  and  you're  young, 
and  may  yet  live  to  see  'em.  But  thougli  there  be  other  lakes, 
Deerslayer,  there's  uo  other  Judith  Ilutter !" 

At  this  remark  his  companion  smiled,  and  then  he  drop])ed 
his  paddle  into  the  water,  as  if  in  consideration  of  a  lover's 
liaste.  Both  now  pulled  vigorously  until  tliey  got  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  "castle,"  as  Ilurry  familiarly  called  the 
house  of  llutter,  when  they  again  ceased  paddling ;  the 
admirer  of  Judith  restraining  his  impatience  the  more  readily, 
as  he  perceived  that  the  building  was  untenanted,  at  the  moment 
This  new  pause  was  to  enable  Deerslayer  to  survey  the  singular 
edi6ce,  which  was  of  a  construction  so  novel  as  to  merit  a 
particular  description. 

Muskrat  Citstle,  as  the  house  had  been  facetiously  named  by 
some  waggish  officer,  stood  in  the  open  lake,  at  a  distance  of 
fully  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  nearest  shore.  On  every 
other  side  the  water  extended  much  farther,  the  precise  position 
being  dlstimt  about  two  miles  from  the  northern  end  of  the 
sheet,  and  near,  if  not  quite,  a  mile  from  its  eastern  shore.  As 
there  was  not  the  smallest  aj)pearance  of  any  island,  but  the 
house  stood  on  jiiles,  with  the  water  flowing  beneath  it,  and 
Deerslayer  ha<l  already  discovered  that  the  lake  was  of  a  great 
depth,  he  was  fain  to  ask  an  ex))lanation  of  this  singular 
circumstance.  Hurry  solved  the  difficulty  by  telling  him  that  on 
this  8jK)t  alone,  a  long,  narrow  shoal,  which  extended  for  a  few 
hundred  yards  in  a  north  and  south  direction,  rose  within  six  or 
eight  feet  of  thtj  surface  of  the  lake,  and  that  Hutter  had  driven 
piles  into  it,  and  pbced  his  habitation  on  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  security. 

"The  old  fellow  was  burnt  out  three  times,  atween  the 
Indians  and  the  hunters;  and  in  one  affray  with  the  red-skins 
he  lost  his  only  son,  since  which  time  he  has  taken  to  the  water 
for  safety.  No  one  can  attiek  him  hero,  without  coming  in  a 
boat,  and  the  plunder  and  sc^iljxs  would  scxirce  be  worth  the 
tzoable  of  digging  out  canoes.  Then  it's  by  no  meaas  sartain 
which  would  whip  in  such  a  skrimmage,  for  old  Tom  \&  ^dX 


supplied  with  arms  nnd  Rmmunilion,  and  the  castle,  as  yon  may 
sw,  is  a  tight  breast-work  ag'in  light  shot," 

Deerslaj'er  had  some  theoretical  knowledge  of  frontier  wap- 
fkre.  though  lie  had  never  yet  been  called  on  to  raj«  his  land 
in  anger  against  a  fellow-creature.  He  saw  that  Iliiny  did  not 
o\'i:m>te  the  strength  of  this  jiositjon  in  a  militHry  jiciiut  of 
view,  since  it  would  not  be  easy  to  attack  it  withuul  exposing 
the  assailtiiite  to  the  fire  of  the  besi^od.  A  good  deal  of  art 
had  filso  been  mnnifesled  in  the  disposition  of  the  timber  of 
which  the  bnilding  waa  constructed,  and  which  afforded  a 
protection  much  greater  than  was  usual  to  the  ordinary  log- 
enbins  of  the  frontier.  The  sides  and  ends  wefe  composed  of 
tlie  trunks  of  large  pines,  cut  about  nine  feet  long,  nnd  placed 
upiiglit,  instead  of  being  Iwd  honMntaily,  as  was  tlio  practice 
of  thu  country.  These  logs  were  squared  on  three  sides,  and 
had  large  tenons  on  each  end.  Massive  silU  were  secured  ou 
the  heads  of  the  piles,  with  suitable  grooves  dug  out  of  their 
upper  surfaces,  which  had  been  squared  for  the  purpose,  snd 
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bk  companion  observe,  while  he  exphiined  the  process  by  which 
it  liad  been  made.  The  material  wjis  a  stiff  clay,  proj)erly 
Worked,  which  had  been  put  together  in  a  mould  of  sticks,  and 
sutlered  to  harden,  a  foot  or  two  at  a  time,  commencing  at  the 
bottom.  When  the  entire  chimney  had  thus  been  raised,  and 
had  been  properly  bound  in  with  outward  props,  a  brisk  fire  was 
kindled,  and  kept  going  until  it  was  burned  to  something  like  a 
brick-red.  This  had  not  been  an  ea^^y  oiK*nition,  nor  had  it 
succeeded  entirely ;  but  by  dint  of  filling  the  cracks  with  fresh 
ehiy,  a  safe  fire-place  and  chinmey  had  been  obtuinod  in  the 
end.  This  part  of  the  work  stood  on  the  log-floor,  secured 
Wneath  by  an  extra  pile.  There  were  a  few  other  peculiarities 
about  this  dwelHng,  which  will  better  appear  hi  the  course  of 
the  narrative. 

"  Old  Tom  is  full  of  contrivances,"  added  ITurry,  "  and  he  set 
his  heart  on  the  success  of  his  chimney,  which  threatened  more 
than  once  to  give  out  altogether ;  but  parseverance  will  even 
overcome  smoke ;  and  now  ho  hits  a  comfortible  cabin  of  it, 
though  it  did  promise,  at  one  time,  to  be  a  chinky  sort  of  a  flue 
to  carry  flames  and  fire." 

"  You  seem  to  know  the  whole  history  of  the  c«astle,  Hurry, 
chimney  and  sides,"  said  Deerslayer,  smiling;  "is  love  so 
overcoming  that  it  causes  a  man  to  study  the  story  of  his 
sweetheart^s  habitation  ?" 

**  Partly  that,  lad,  and  partly  eyesight,"  returned  the  good- 
natured  giant,  laughing ;  "  there  was  a  large  gang  of  us,  in  at 
the  lake,  the  summer  the  old  fellow  built,  and  we  hel|»ed  him 
along  with  the  job.  I  raised  no  small  part  of  tlu;  weight  of 
them  uprights  with  my  own  shoulders,  and  the  axes  flew,  I  can 
inform  you,  Master  Natty,  while  we  were  bee-ing  it  among  the 
trees  ashore.  The  old  devil  is  no  way  stingy  about  food,  and 
as  we  had  often  eat  at  his  hearth,  we  thought  we  would  just 
house  him  comfortably,  afore  we  went  to  Albany  with  our  skins. 
Yea,  many  is  the  meal  I've  swallowed  in  Tom  Ilutter's  cabins ; 
and  Hetty,  though  eo  weak  in  the  way  of  wifc^,  has  a  wonderful 
particular  way  about  a  frying-pan  or  a  gridkoQ  T 


While  tbe  parties  were  tlius  discoursing,  the  c&noe  had  been 
gradually  drawinir  nearer  la  the  "oisUc,"  and  was  uow  ao  cloae 
as  to  rei^uire  but.  a  single  sCitike  of  ft  paddle  to  rench  the 
landing.  Tbia  wna  at  a  flix>red  platform  in  front  of  tlia 
enlnmce,  that  might  have  boflu  some  twenty  fi-et  square. 

"Old  Tom  calls  tliis  sort  of  a  wliarf  Itis  door-yard  " observed 
Hurry,  as  he  t»st«ncd  thu  canoe,  alt^^r  he  and  iiis  conipanioa 
had  left  it;  "and  the  gallanls  from  the  forts  have  named  it  the 
'  castle  court,'  though  what  a'cuurt'ciin  have  to  do  here  ia 
more  than  I  can  tell  yon,  seeing  that  there  is  no  law.  Tis  as 
I  supposed  ;  not  a  sonl  within,  but  the  whole  family  is  off  on  ■ 
v'y'ge  of  discovery !" 

While  Hurry  was  buslJing  about  the  "  door-yard,"  examining 
the  fishing-spears,  rods,  nets,  and  other  similar  appliances  of  a 
frontier  cabin,  Deerslayer,  whose  ranuncr  was  altogether  more 
rebuked  and  quiet,  entered  the  building,  with  a  curiosity  that 
wi)3  not  usually  exhibited  by  one  so  long  trained  in  Indian 
habits,     llie  interior  of  the  "awtle"  was  as  lauhlesaly  n 
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loom,  lie  raised  a  wooden  latch,  and  entered  a  narrow  passage 
that  divided  the  inner  end  of  the  house  into  two  equal  parts. 
Frontier  usages  being  no  way  scrupulous,  and  liis  curiosity 
being  strongly  excited,  the  young  man  now  opened  a  door,  and 
found  liimself  in  a  bed-room.  A  single  glance  sufficed  to  show 
that  the  apartment  belonged  to  females.  The  bed  wjuj  of  the 
feathers  of  wild-geese,  and  filled  nearly  to  overflowing ;  but  it 
lay  in  a  rude  bunk,  raised  only  a  foot  from  the  floor.  On  one 
side  of  it  were  arranged,  on  p^gs,  various  dresses,  of  a  quality 
much  superior  to  what  one  would  expect  to  meet  in  such  a 
place,  with  ribands  and  other  similar  articles  to  correspond. 
Pretty  shoes,  with  handsome  silver  buckles,  such  as  were  then 
worn  by  females  in  easy  circumst^inces,  were  not  wanting ;  and 
no  less  than  six  fans,  of  gay  colors,  were  placed  half  open,  in  a 
way  to  catch  the  eye  by  their  conceits  and  hues.  Even  the 
pillow,  on  this  side  of  the  bed,  was  covered  with  finer  linen 
Uian  its  companion,  and  it  was  ornamented  with  a  small  ruffle. 
A  cap,  coquettishly  decorated  with  ribands,  hung  above  it,  and 
a  pair  of  long  gloves,  such  as  were  rarely  used  in  those  days  by 
persons  of  the  laboring  classes,  were  pinned  ostentatiously  to  it, 
as  if  with  an  intention  to  exhibit  them  there,  if  they  could  not 
be  shown  on  the  owner's  arms. 

All  this  Deerslayer  saw,  and  noted  with  a  degree  of  minute- 
ness that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  habitual  observation  of 
his  friends  the  Delawares.  Nor  did  he  fail  to  i)erceive  the 
distinction  that  existed  between  the  appearances  on  the  different 
sides  of  tlie  bed,  the  head  of  which  stood  against  tlie  wall.  On 
that  opposite  to  the  one  just  described,  everything  was  homely 
and  uninviting,  except  through  its  perfect  neatness.  The  few 
garments  that  were  hanging  from  the  |>egs  were  of  the  coarsest 
materials  and  of  the  commonest  forms,  while  nothing  seemed 
made  for  show.  Of  ribands  there  was  not  one ;  nor  wjls  there 
either  cap  or  kerchief  beyond  those  which  Hutter's  daughters 
might  be  fairly  entitled  to  wear. 

It  was  now  several  years  since  Deerslayer  had  been  in  a  spot 
specially  devoted  to  the  uses  of  females  of  his  own  oolor  and 
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race.  Tlie  sigljl  brouglit  back  lo  kia  mind  a  rush  of  cliildish 
rccullectiona  ;  and  lie  lingered  in  the  room  with  a  tenJeniess  of 
feoling  tu  wiiicli  lie  liud  long  been  a  tttrRnger.  lie  belliought 
liiin  [)f  his  niotbcr,  whose  honiuly  veiitnienU  he  rtracinberutl  to 
ti!ivc  seen  bniijring  on  pegs  like  thuee  which  he  felt  must  belong 
t"  lleUy  llutter;  nnd  ho  licthought  himself  of  a  »ster,  whoso 
incipient  snd  niLlJve  taste  for  finery  had  exiiihiteil  itself  somewhxt 
in  the  mntmer  of  that  of  .Imlith,  thuJgh  necessarily  in  a  leee 
degree.  Tliese  little  rewmblanoest  ojienc-il  u  lung  hidden  vein  of 
sensalions ;  and  ns  Iw  quitled  thu  room,  it  was  with  a  saddened 
mic'D.  Hi!  looked  no  further,  but  returned  slowly  and  ihuugfat- 
ftjlly  tow.'irda  the  "door-yard." 

"  Old  Tom  has  taki^n  to  A  new  calling,  and  has  been  tiding 
his  hand  at  thn  trajis,"  nrieJ  Hurry,  who  had  Wn  coolly  ewi- 
mining  the  borderer's  implements  ;  "if  that  is  his  humor,  and 
you're  dii^poscd  to  remain  in  these  parts,  ne  can  make  nn 
n  comfortable  season  of  it ;  fi>r,  while  the  old  iiinn  and 
iwledge  tlie  beaver,  you  can  fieih,  and  knock  down  the 
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"  Well,  for  my  part  I  account  game,  a  red-skin,  and  a  French- 
man as  pretty  mucb  the  same  thing ;  though  Fin  as  onquarrel- 
sorae  a  man,  too,  as  there  is  in  all  the  Colonies.  I  despise  a 
quarreller  as  I  do  a  cur-dog ;  but  one  has  no  need  to  be  over- 
scrupulsome  when  it's  the  right  time  to  show  the  flint." 

"  I  look  upon  him  as  the  most  of  a  man  who  acts  nearest  tlie 
right,  Hurry.  But  this  is  a  glorious  spot,  and  my  eyes  never 
a-wear}^  looking  at  it !" 

**  Tis  your  first  acquaintance  with  a  lake  ;  and  these  idees 
oome  over  us  all  at  such  times.  I^akes  have  a  general  character, 
as  I  say,  being  pretty  much  water  and  land,  and  points  and 
bays."  " 

As  this  definition  by  no  means  met  the  feelings  that  were 
ui)permost  in  the  miiid  of  the  young  hunU»r,  he  made  no  imme- 
diate answer,  but  stood  gazing  at  the  dark  hills  and  the  glassy 
water  in  silent  enjoyment. 

"  Ilave  the  Governor's  or  the  King's  peoj)le  given  this  lake  a 
name  ?"  he  suddenly  asked,  as  if  struck  with  a  new  idea.  '*  If 
they've  not  Ix^gun  to  blaze  their  tre(*s,  and  set  up  thoir  com- 
passes, and  line  off  their  maj)s,  it's  likely  they've  not  Ix.'thought 
them  to  disturb  iiatur'  with  a  name." 

"  Tli<*y've  not  got  to  that,  yet ;  and  the  last  time  I  went  in 
Mfith  skia<<,  one  of  the  King's  surveyors  wa-^  questioning  me  con- 
sarning  all  the  region  hereabouts.  He  had  h».*ard  that  there 
was  a  lake  in  this  <juarter,  and  bad  got  some  gem^nil  notions 
alx)Ut  it,  such  as  that  there  was  water  and  hills  ;  but  how  much 
of  either,  he  knowed  no  more  than  vou  know  of  the  Mohawk 
tongue.  I  didn't  ojKjn  the  trap  any  wider  than  was  necessary, 
giving  him  but  j)oor  encouragement  in  the  way  of  fanns  and 
clearings.  In  short,  I  left  on  his  mind  some  such  opinion  of 
tliis  country  as  a  man  gets  of  a  spring  of  dirty  wat«'r,  with  a 
path  to  it  that  is  so  muddy  that  one  mires  afore  he  sets  out. 
lie  told  me  they  hadn't  got  the  spot  down  yet,  on  their 
maps ;  though  I  conclude  that  is  a  mistake,  for  he  showed  me 
his  parchment,  and  there  is  a  lake  down  on  it  where  there  is  no 
lake  in  fact,  and  which  Ls  about  iafty  miles  from  the  p\ae.e.  wWtv^ 


it  ought  to  be,  if  they  meant  it  for  this,  I  don't  t]unk  my 
Account  mil  encourage  liim  to  mark  down  nnothar,  by  wny  of 
imjiroveuimt,'' 

Here  Horrj-  laugUoil  heartily,  auch  tricks  being  particnlarly 
grateful  to  a  set  of  men  who  dreaded  the  approoclies  of  dnliza- 
ijon  as  a  curtailment  of  their  own  lawless  empire.  The 
egregious  errors  that  existed  in  the  maps  of  the  day,  all  of 
wliieli  were  made  in  Europe,  was,  moreover,  a  standing  topic 
of  ridicule  among  them  ;  for,  if  they  had  not  scienco  enough  to 
maVe  any  better  themselTes,  tliey  had  sufficient  local  information 
to  detect  the  gross  blunders  contained  in  those  that  existed. 
Anj  one  who  will  fate  the  trouble  to  compare  Iheao  unanswer- 
able evidences  of  the  topographies]  skill  of  our  fiitbem  a  century 
since,  with  the  more  accurate  sketches  of  our  own  lime,  will  st 
once  perceive  that  the  men  of  the  woods  had  a  sufficient  ja'rtifi- 
catioii  for  a!l  their  criticism  on  this  branch  of  the  skill  of  tho 
colonial  governments,  which  did  not  at  all  heftitat^)  to  place  a 
river  or  a  lake  a  degree  or  two  out  of  the  way,  even  though  Ihey 
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giTen  it  a  name  which  has  found  its  way  up  to  its  source  ;  names 
nat^rallj  working  up  stream.  No  doubt,  Deershiyer,  you've  seen 
the  Susr|uehannah,  down  in  tlie  Delaware  country  ?" 

^'That  have  I,  and  hunted  along  its  banks  a  hundred 
times" 

**That  and  this  are  the  same,  in  fact,  and,  I  sup])ose,  the 
same  in  sound.  I  am  glad  they've  been  com|)eIled  to  keep  the 
red-men's  name,  for  it  would  be  too  hard  to  rob  them  of  both 
land  and  name  T 

Deerslayer  made  no  answer ;  but  he  stood  leaning  on  his 
rifle,  gazing  at  the  view  which  so  much  delighted  him.  The 
reader  is  not  to  suppose,  however,  that  it  was  the  picturesque 
alone  which  so  strongly  attracted  his  attention.  The  8ix)t  was 
very  lovely,  of  a  truth,  and  it  was  then  seen  in  one  of  its  most 
favorable  moments,  the  surface  of  the  lake  being  as  smooth  as 
glass  and  as  limpid  as  pure  air,  throwing  back  the  mountiiins, 
clothed  in  dark  pines,  along  the  whole  of  its  ejistorn  bouiulary, 
the  points  thrasting  forward  their  trees  even  to  nearly 
horizontal  lines,  while  the  bays  were  seen  glilU'ring  through  an 
occasional  arch  beneath,  left  bv  a  vault  fretted  with  branches 
and  leaves.  It  was  the  air  of  deep  repose — the  solitudes,  that 
spoke  of  scenes  and  forests  untouched  by  the  hands  of  man — the 
reign  of  nature,  in  a  word,  that  gave  so  much  pure  delight  to 
one  of  his  habits  and  turn  of  mind.  Still,  he  felt,  though  it  was 
unconsciously,  like  a  poet  also.  If  he  found  a  pleasure  in 
studying  this  large,  and,  to  him,  unusual  opening  into  the 
mysteries  jmd  forms  of  the  woods,  as  one  is  gratified  in  getting 
broader  \iews  of  any  subject  that  has  long  occupied  his  thoughts, 
he  was  not  insensible  to  the  innate  loveliness  of  such  a  land- 
scape neither,  but  felt  a  portion  of  that  soothing  of  the  spirit 
which  is  a  common  attendant  of  a  scene  so  thoroughly  pervaded 
by  the  holy  calm  of  nature. 


DBB8SLAY 


IIiTRRr  Harrv  thougbt  more  of  the  beauties  of  Juditb 
IIutLer  than  of  those  of  the  Gliinmerglass,  and  iU  accompanying 
i<ceu<?ry.  Aa  soon  as  he  had  taken  a  sufficiently  intimate  survev 
of  Floating  Tom's  implements,  therefore,  he  summoneil  lik 
companion  to  the  cnnoe,  that  they  might  go  down  the  lake  io 
quest  of  llie  family.  Previously  to  embarking,  however,  iruny 
.■aivfullv  i.-x;Lniiin-<l  tli-  "lioK-  .if  lli.-  imrtljcni   i-iui  .>f  (h,>  water 
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lick,  that  the  blackguards  don^t  find  out ;  and,  having  found  out, 
don't,  sooner  or  later,  discolor  its  water  with  blood  ?'^ 

^  I  hear  no  good  character  of  them,  sartainly,  friend  Hurry, 
though  Tve  never  been  called  on,  as  jet,  to  meet  them,  ur  any 
other  mortal,  on  the  war-path.  I  dare  to  say  that  sucli  a  lovely 
spot  as  this  would  not  be  hkely  to  bo  overlooked  by  such 
plunderers ;  for  though  IVe  not  been  in  the  way  of  quarrelling 
with  them  tribes  myself^  the  Delawares  give  me  such  an  account 
of  'em  that  I've  pretty  much  set  'em  down,  in  my  own  mind, 
as  thorough  miscreants." 

^  You  may  do  that  with  a  safe  conscience,  or,  for  that  matter, 
any  other  savage  you  may  hap[)en  to  meet." 

Here  Deerslayer  protested,  and  as  they  went  paddling  down 
the  lake  a  hot  discussion  was  maintained  concerning  the  respec- 
tive merits  of  the  pale-faces  and  the  red-skins.  Hurry  had  Jill 
the  prejudices  and  antipathies  of  a  white  hunter,  who  generally 
regards  the  Indian  as  a  sort  of  natural  coin iK*ti tor,  and  not 
unfrequiintly  as  a  natural  enemy.  As  a  matter  of  course,  he 
was  loud,  clamorous,  dogmatical,  and  not  very  argumentative. 
Deerslayer,  on  the  other  hand,  manifested  a  very  different 
temper ;  proving,  by  the  moderation  of  his  language,  the  fair- 
ness of  his  views,  and  the  simplicity  of  his  distinctions,  that  he 
possessed  every  disposition  to  hear  reason,  a  strong,  innate  desire 
to  do  justice,  and  an  ingenuousness  that  was  singularly  indis])osed 
to  have  recourse  to  sophisms  to  maintain  an  argument,  or  to 
defend  a  prejudice.  Still,  he  was  not  altogether  free  from  the 
influence  of  the  latter  feeling.  This  t)Tant  of  the  human  mind, 
which  nishes  on  its  prey  through  a  thousand  avenues,  almost  as 
soon  as  men  begin  to  think  and  feel,  and  which  seldom  relin- 
quishes its  iron  sway  until  they  cease  to  do  either,  had  made 
some  impression  on  even  the  just  propensities  of  this  individual, 
who  probably  offered  in  these  particulars  a  fair  specimen  of 
what  absence  from  bad  example,  tln^  want  of  temptation  to  go 
wrong,  and  native  good  feeling,  can  render  youth. 

**  You  will  allow,  Deerslayer,  that  a  Mingo  is  more  than  half 
devil,"  cried  Hurry,  followini;  up  the  discussion  with  an  anima- 
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iL*  lli:it   lIiu  l>ola«urp  tribe  is  prctlj  much  maUe  up 

Bngcls,     Now,  I  gainsny  that  jirnptwal,  consaming  while  iiii;n, 

I.     All  white  ini'D  are  not  fkultlpwi,  and  therGforc  all  IiidiiuiH 

(  be  faultless.     And  so  your  argmnont  is  out  at  the  elbow 

|lhe  start.     But,  this    is  what  I  will   reason.      Here's  three 

on  'arlli ;  white,  black,  and  red.     White  is  the  highest 

ind  therefore  the  best  iDan ;  black  comes  oext,  and  ia  put 

ill  ihc  neighborhood  of  the  while  man,  as  tolerable,  and 

)  be  made  use  of;  and  red  comes  last,  which  shows  th&t 

i;  that  made  Vrn  never  e.'ijMxted  an  Indian  to  be  account(:d 

e  than  half  human." 

I  God  made  all  three  alike,  Hurry." 

I  Alike!     Ifo  jou  call  u  niggi/r  like  a  white  man,  or  me  like 
llndianT 

o  off  at  half-cock,  and  don't  hear  me  out.  God  made 
lill,  white,  black,  and  red ;  and,  uo  duubt,  had  his  orii  wise 
itioriH  in  coloring  us  differeutly.  Still,  he  made  us,  in  the 
I,  much  the  same  in  feelin's ;  though  I'll  not  denj  ihrA  he 
t^nch  race  its  ^Ae.  A  white  man^s  git\«  are  chrisliaDizMl, 
i>  a  red-skin's  are  more  for  the  wilden)e«g.  TIjus,  it  would 
great  olTeno?  for  a  white  man  to  scalp  the  dead;  whereas 
I  signal  vartue  in  an  Indian.  'Dien  ag'in.a  white  man  oui- 
|aral>jofh  women  and  childri'ii  in  war,  while  a  red-skin  may. 
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fcianized,  and  according  to  the  lights  given  them,  for  then  they 
would  be  what  they  ought  to  be  ;  which  we  know  they  are  not ; 
hut  I  will  maintain  that  tradition,  and  use,  and  color,  and  laws, 
make  such  a  difference  in  races  as  to  amount  to  gifts.  I  do  not 
deny  that  there  are  tribes  among  the  Indians  that  arc  natVally 
pervarse  and  wicked,  as  there  are  nations  among  the  whites. 
Now,  I  account  the  Mingos  as  belonging  to  the  first,  and  the 
Frenchers,  in  the  Canadas,  to  the  last  In  a  state  of  lawful  war- 
£ure,  such  as  we  have  lately  got  into,  it  is  a  duty  to  keep  down 
all  compassionate  feelings,  so  far  as  life  goes,  ag^in  either ;  but 
when  it  comes  to  scalps,  it's  a  very  different  matter." 

**  Just  hearken  to  reason,  if  you  please,  Deerslayer,  and  tell 
me  if  the  Colony  can  make  an  onl awful  law  ?  Isn't  an  onlawful 
law  more  ag'in  natur'  than  scalpin'  a  savage  ?  A  law  can  no 
more  be  onlawful,  than  truth  can  be  a  lie." 

"  That  sounds  reasonable ;  but  it  has  a  most  onreasonable 
bearing.  Hurry.  Laws  don't  all  come  from  the  same  quarter. 
God  has  given  us  his'n,  and  some  come  from  the  Colony,  and 
others  come  from  the  king  and  parliament.  When  the  Colony's 
laws,  or  even  the  King's  laws,  run  ag'in  the  la>vs  of  God,  they  get 
to  be  onlawful,  and  ought  not  to  be  obeyed.  I  hold  to  a  white 
man's  respecting  white  laws,  so  long  as  they  do  not  cross  the 
track  of  a  law  comin'  from  a  higher  authority  ;  and  for  a  red 
man  to  obey  his  own  red-skin  usages,  under  the  same  privilege. 
But,  *tis  useless  talking,  as  each  man  will  think  for  himself,  and 
have  his  say  agreeable  to  his  thoughts.  Let  us  keep  a  good 
look  out  for  your  friend  Floating  Tpm,  lest  we  pass  him,  as  he 
lies  hidden  under  this  bushy  shore." 

Deerslayer  had  not  my;ned  the  borders  of  the  lake  amiss. 
Along  their  whole  length,  the  smaller  trees  overhung  tl>e  water, 
with  their  branches  often  dipping  in  the  transparent  element. 
The  banks  were  steep,  even  from  the  narrow  strand ;  and,  as 
vegetation  invariably  struggles  towards  the  light,  the  effect  was 
precisely  that  at  which  the  lover  of  the  picturesque  would  have 
aimed,  ha<l  the  ordering  of  this  glorious  setting  of  forest  boen 
submitted  to  his  control.     The  points  and  bays,  too,  vfv;^Ttb  ^\i!&- 


cieiitly  numerous  U)  render  the  ouUine  broken  ftnd  divereified. 
An  tliH  canoe  kept  cliiM  along  ibc  western  side  of  tim  Ittke,  willl 
a  vii-w,  as  ilurry  iiud  ex]<liiiDed  to  liia  compttiiioii,  of  recon- 
noitring for  enemies,  before  he  trusted  himself  too  opeiilj'  in 
isiglit,  tiie  ejipeetHtJoiis  of  tlie  two  adventurers  were  kept  constiintly 
on  tbe  stretcli,itt  neither  cuuM  fun^tcll  wliiLt  tbe  next  turning  of 
a  [>oiut  niiglit  reveal.  Their  progrrais  was  swift,  the  gigantic 
Etre iigtb  of  Uurrj  eunbling  him  to  jiluy  with  tlie  light  bark  as 
if  it  }iad  Ijeeu  a  feather,  while  the  skill  of  his  ooiupanion  almost 
I'qiiulized  tbi;ir  uaefulneB^  uotwithstAiiJiug  the  disparity  in 
natural  means. 

Eaeb  lime  the  cikuoe  passed  a  ]uiDt,  Hurr)'  turned  a  look 
behind  him,  expecting  to  see  the  "ark"  anchored,  or  beadied 
in  tbe  bay.  He  wns  fated  to  be  disappointed,  however;  and 
they  had  got  witliio  a  mile  of  the  southern  end  of  tlie  l^c,  or  a 
distance  of  quil«  two  leagues  from  iJic  "castle,"  which  was  now 
bidden  from  view  by  balfa  dozen  intervening  projt-ctions  of  the 
land,  when  he  suddenly  ceased  paddling,  as  if  uncertain  in  what 
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As  they  proceeded,  Hurry  explained  that  there  was  a  shallow 
bay,  formed  by  a  long,  low  point,  that  hjid  got  the  name  of 
the  "  Rat^s  Cove,"  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a  favorite 
haunt  of  the  muskrat ;  and  which  offered  so  complete  a  cover 
for  the  **  ark,"  that  its  owner  was  fond  of  lying  in  it,  whenever 
he  found  it  convenient 

"  As  a  man  never  knows  who  may  be  his  visitors,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,"  continued  Hurry,  "  it's  a  great  advantage  to  get 
a  good  look  at  'em  b  ifore  they  come  too  near.  Now  it's  war, 
such  caution  is  more  than  commonly  useful,  since  a  Canada  man 
or  a  Mingo  might  get  into  his  hut  afore  he  invited  'em.  But 
Hutter  is  a  first-rate  look-outer,  and  can  pretty  much  scent 
danger,  as  a  hound  scents  the  deer." 

"  I  should  think  the  castle  so  open,  tliat  it  would  be  sartain 
to  draw  inimies,  if  any  happened  to  find  the  lake  ;  a  thing 
onlikely  enough,  I  will  allow,  as  it's  off  the  trail  of  the  forts  and 
settlement*." 

"  Why,  Deerslayer,  I've  got  to  believe  that  a  man  meets  with 
inimies  easier  than  he  meets  with  fri'nds.  It's  skearful  to  think 
for  how  many  causes  one  gets  to  be  your  iniiny,  and  for  how 
few  your  fri'nd.  Some  take  up  the  hatchet  because  you  don't 
think  just  as  they  think ;  other  some  because  you  run  ahead 
of  'em  in  the  same  idees ;  and  I  once  know'd  a  vagabond  that 
quarrelled  with  a  fri'nd  because  he  didn't  think  him  handsome. 
Now,  you're  no  monument  in  the  way  of  beauty,  yourself, 
Deerslayer,  and  yet  you  wouldn't  be  so  onreasonable  as  to  become 
my  inimy  for  just  saying  so." 

"  I'm  as  the  Lord  made  me ;  and  I  wish  to  be  accounted  no 
Ixitter,  nor  any  worse.  Good  looks  I  may  not  have  ;  tliat  is  to 
say,  to  a  degree  that  the  light-minded  and  vain  crave  ;  but  I 
hope  I'm  not  altogether  without  some  ricommend  in  the  way 
of  good  conduct  There's  few  nobler  looking  men  to  be  seen 
than  yourself.  Hurry ;  and  I  know  that  I  am  not  to  expect  any 
to  turn  their  eyes  on  me,  when  such  a  one  as  you  can  be  gazed 
on ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  a  hunter  is  less  expart  with  the 
rifle,  or  less  to  be  relied  on  for  food,  because  he  dtjjsu't  wish  to 


atop  at  overy  shining  spring  he  may  meet,  to  stady  liis  own 
counWiiaiii'c  ill  the  water." 

Here  Uiirry  burst  into  a  fit  of  loud  laughter;  for,  while  he 
was  too  reckless  to  care  much  about  his  own  manifest  physicsl 
superioritj-,  he  was  wpU  aware  of  it,  and,  like  most  men  who 
derive  an  ath'aiitHgc  from  the  accidents  of  birth  or  nature,  he 
WH»  apt  to  think  complacently  on  the  subject,  wlienever  it 
hap|>ened  to  cross  his  mind. 

"  No,  no,  Dcerslayer,  you're  no  beauty,  as  you  will  own 
yourself,  if  you'll  look  over  the  side  of  the  canoe,"  he  cried ; 
"JudB  will  say  that  to  your  Cice,  if  you  start  her,  for  a  |iartcr 
tongue  isn't  to  be  found  iti  any  gal's  head,  in  or  out  of  the 
sot tleme Ills,  if  you  provoke  her  lo  use  it.  My  advice  to  you 
is,  never  to  a^ravate  Judith  ;  Uiough  you  may  tell  anything  to 
Ili'tty,  and  she'll  take  it  as  meek  as  a  lamb.  No,  Jude  will  be 
just  as  like  as  not  to  t«ll  you  her  opinion  eoasaming  your 


"  And  if  she  d. 
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might  have  been  born  lame,  and  onfit  even  for  a  squirrel  hunt ; 
or  blind,  which  would  have  made  me  a  burden  on  mvsolf  ;h 
well  as  on  my  fri'nds ;  or  without  hearing,  which  would  h!i\  • 
totidly  onqualified  me  for  ever  campaigning  or  scouting;  which 
I  look  forward  to  as  part  of  a  man's  duty  in  troublesome  times. 
Yes,  yes ;  it's  not  pleasant,  I  will  allow,  to  see  them  that's 
more  comely,  and  more  sought  a'ter,  and  honored  than  your- 
self; but  it  may  all  be  borne,  if  a  man  looks  the  evil  in  the  face, 
and  don't  mistake  his  gifts  and  his  obligations." 

Hurry,  in  the  main,  was  a  good-hearted  as  well  as  good- 
natured  fellow ;  and  the  self-ab&sement  of  his  companion 
completely  got  the  better  of  the  passing  feeling  of  personal 
vanity.  He  regretted  the  allusion  he  had  made  to  the  other's 
appearance,  and  endeavored  to  express  as  much,  though  it  was 
done  in  the  uncouth  manner  that  belonged  to  the  habits  and 
opinions  of  the  frontier. 

**  I  meant  no  harm,  Deerslayer,"  he  answered,  in  a  deprecating 
manner,  "  and  hope  you'll  forget  what  I've  said.  If  you're  not 
downright  handsome,  you've  a  sartain  look  that  says,  plainer 
than  any  words,  that  all's  right  within.  Then  you  set  no  valie 
by  looks,  and  will  Uie  sooner  forgive  any  little  slight  to  your 
appearance.  I  will  not  say  that  Jude  will  greatly  admire  you, 
for  that  might  raise  hopes  that  would  only  breed  disa[)p'int- 
ment ;  but  there's  Uetty,  now,  would  be  just  as  likely  to  find 
satis&ction  in  looking  at  you,  as  in  looking  at  any  other  man. 
Then  you're  altogether  too  grave  and  considerate-like,  to  care 
much  about  Judith  ;  for,  though  the  gal  i^  onconimon,  she  is  so 
general  in  her  admiration,  that  a  man  need  not  be  exalted 
because  she  happens  to  smile.  I  sometimes  think  the  hussy 
loves  herself  better  than  she  does  anything  else  broathin'  I" 

"  If  she  did,  Hurry,  she'd  do  no  more,  I'm  afeard,  than  most 
queens  on  their  thrones,  and  ladies  in  the  towns,"  answered 
Deerslayer,  smiling,  and  turning  back  towards  his  companion 
with  every  trace  of  feeling  banished  from  his  honest-looking  and 
firank  countenance.  "  I  never  yet  know'd  even  a  Delaware  of 
whom  you  might  not  say  that  much.     But  here  is  the  end  of 


the  long  p'int  you  mentioned,  nnd  the  'Eat's  Cove'  cau'l  l« 
tnr  oft'" 

Tbis  point,  instead  of  llirusting  itself  forward  like  all  the 
others,  raD  in  a  line  with  the  main  shore  of  tbe  lake,  which  here 
swept  within  it,  in  s  deep  and  retired  bay,  circling  round  south 
again.  At  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  crossed  the 
vnlli-y,  forming  tlie  southern  terminalion  of  the  water.  Id  tliis 
bay  Hurry  fi^lt  almost  certain  tif  finding  the  ark,  since,  anchored 
behind  the  trees  that  covered  the  narrow  strip  of  the  point,  it 
miglil  have  lain  concealed  from  prying  eyes  an  entire  summer. 
So  complete,  indeed,  was  the  cover,  in  thu  spot,  that  a  boat 
hauled  c]oe«  to  the  beach,  wilhin  the  point,  and  near  the 
bottom  of  tbe  bay,  could  by  possibility  be  seen  from  only  one 
direction;  and  that  was  from  a  densely-wooded  shore  within 
tiie  sweep  of  tlie  water,  where  strangcTS  would  be  little  apt 
to  go. 

"  We  shall  soon  see  tho  ark,"  said  Hurry,  as  the  cnnoe  glided 
round  tho  extremity  of  tho  l)oint,  whire  the  water  was  so  deep 
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stillness  that  seemed  to  pervade  the  entire  scene.  At  this  in- 
stant a  dry  stick  was  heard  cracking  on  the  narrow  strip  of 
land  that  concealed  the  bay  from  the  open  lake.  Both  the  ad- 
venturers started,  and  each  extended  a  hand  towards  his  rifle, 
tlie  weapon  never  being  out  of  reach  of  the  arm. 

"  Twas  too  heavy  tor  any  light  creatur',"  whispered  Hurry, 
^  and  it  sounded  hke  the  tread  of  a  man  T 

"  Not  so — not  so,"  returned  Deerslayer  ;  "  ^twas,  as  you  say, 
too  heavy  for  one,  but  it  was  too  light  for  the  other.  Put  your 
paddle  in  the  water,  and  send  the  canoe  in,  to  that  log  ,*  FU 
land,  and  cut  off  the  creatures  retreat  up  the  p'int  be  it  a  Mingo, 
or  be  it  only  a  muskrat." 

As  Hurry  complied,  Deerslayer  was  soon  on  the  shore,  ad- 
vancing into  the  thicket  witli  a  moccasined  foot,  and  a  caution 
that  prevented  the  least  noise.  In  a  minute  he  was  in  the 
centre  of  the  narrow  strip  of  land,  and  moving  slowly  down  to- 
wards its  end,  the  bushes  rendering  extreme  watchfulness  neces- 
sary. Just  as  he  reached  the  centre  of  the  thicket,  the  dried 
twigs  cracked  again,  and  the  noise  was  repeated  at  short  inter- 
vals, as  if  some  creature  having  life  walked  slowly  towards  the 
point  Hurry  heard  these  sounds  also,  and  pushing  the  canoe 
off  into  the  bav,  he  seized  his  rifle  to  watch  the  result  A 
breathless  minute  succeeded,  after  which  a  noble  buck  walked 
out  of  the  thicket,  proceeded  with  a  stately  8t(»p  to  the  sandy 
extremity  of  tlie  point,  and  began  to  slake  his  thirst  from  the 
water  of  the  lake.  Hurry  hesitated  an  instant ;  then  raising 
his  rifle  hastily  to  his  shoulder,  he  took  sight  and  fired.  The 
effect  of  this  sudden  interruption  of  the  solemji  stillness  of  such  a 
scene  was  not  its  least  striking  peculiarity.  The  report  of  the 
weapon  had  the  usual  sharp,  short  sound  of  the  rifle ;  but  when 
a  few  moments  of  silence  had  succeeded  the  sudden  crack, 
during  which  the  noise  was  floating  in  air  across  the  water,  it 
reached  the  rocks  of  the  op|)osite  mountain,  where  the  vibra- 
tions accumulated,  and  were  rolled  from  cavity  to  cavity  for 
miles  ak>ng  the  hills,  seeming  to  awaken  the  sleeping  thunders 
of  the  woods.    The  buck  merely  shook  his  head  at  the  T^i^it  o( 

3* 
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tJiH  rifle  and  the  whistling  of  the  bulkt,  for  never  before  had  ha 
coma  in  contact  with  ninn ;  but  the  echoes  of  the  hilla  awnhuned 
his  distnist,  and,  leaping  forward,  with  his  four  legs  drawn 
under  his  body,  be  feli  at  ona.'  into  deep  water,  mid  began  to 
Bwim  towards  the  foot  of  the  liike.  Hurry  shouted  and  di^bed 
forward  in  chase,  and  for  one  or  two  minutes  the  water  foamed 
around  the  pnrsner  and  tlie  jiursued.  Tbe  former  was  daahing 
past  tlie  point,  when  Deerslayer  appeared  on  the  sand,  and 
ugiied  to  him  to  return. 

"  Twas  iDconsiderate  to  pull  a  trigger  afore  we  had  recon- 
n'itrcd  the  sbon',  and  made  oarljiin  that  no  inimies  harbored 
near  it,"  said  the  latter,  as  lib  companion  slowly  and  reluctantly 
complied.  "Tliis  much  I  have  Tamed  from  the  Uelawarea,  in 
the  way  of  scbooling  and  traditions,  even  thouj^h  I've  never  yet 
been  on  a  war-patli.  And  moreover,  venison  am  hardly  be 
called  in  season  now,  nud  we  do  not  want  fur  food.  Tliey  call 
me  Deerslayer,  I'll  owu ;  and  perliajis  I  desnn-e  the  name,  in 
the  way  of  understanding  the  ereatur's  haljils,  as  well  as  for 
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ing  your  clumsiness ;  and  a  laugh  or  a  whistle  comes  out  of 
them  pines,  when  they're  in  the  humor  to  8|)eak.  in  a  way  to 
make  you  believe  they  can  r*ally  convarse." 

"So  much  the  more  reason  for  being  prudent  and  silent.  I 
do  not  think  the  inimy  can  have  found  their  way  into  thi'se  hills 
yet,  for  I  don't  know  what  they  arc  to  gain  by  it ;  but  all  the 
Delawares  tell  me,  that  as  courage  is  a  warrior's  first  vartue,  so 
is  prudence  his  second.  One  such  call,  from  the  mountains,  is 
enough  to  lot  a  whole  tribe  into  the  secret  of  our  arrival." 

"  If  it  does  no  other  good,  it  will  warn  old  Tom  to  put  the 
pot  over,  and  let  him  know  visitors  are  at  hand.  Come,  lad ; 
get  into  the  canoe,  and  we  will  hunt  Uie  ark  up  while  there  is 
yet  day." 

Deerslayer  complit^d,  and  the  canoe  h*fl  the  spoL  Its  head 
was  turned  diagonally  across  the  lake,  j>ointing  towards  the 
south-eastern  curvature  of  the  sheet.  In  that  direction,  tin*  dis- 
tance to  the  shore,  or  to  the  termination  of  the  lake,  on  the 
course  the  two  were  now  steering,  was  not  quite  a  mile,  and 
their  progress  being  always  swift,  it  was  fast  lessi-ning,  under 
the  skilful  but  ea<*y  sweep  of  the  paddh*.  When  al)out  half- 
way across,  a  slight  noise  drew  the  eyes  of  the  men  towards  the 
nearest  land,  and  they  saw  that  the  buck  was  just  emerging 
from  the  lake,  and  wading  towards  the  beach.  In  a  minute  the 
noble  animal  shook  the  water  from  his  flanks,  gazed  upwards  at 
the  covering  of  trees,  and,  bounding  against  the  bank,  plunged 
into  the  forest 

"ITiat  creatur'  goes  oflf  with  gratitude  in  his  heart,"  said 
Deerslayer,  "  for  natur'  tells  him  he  has  escaped  a  great  danger. 
Vou  ought  to  have  some  of  the  same  feelin's,  Hurr}-,  Uj  think 
your  eye  wasn't  truer — that  your  hand  was  onsteady,  when  no 
g«xxl  could  come  of  a  shot  that  was  intended  onmeaningly, 
rather  than  in  reason." 

•*  I  deny  the  eye  and  the  hand,"  cried  March,  with  some  heat. 
"You've  got  a  little  character,  down  jimong  the  Delawares, 
there,  for  quickness  and  sartainty,  at  a  deer  ;  but  I  should  like 
to  8ce  you  behind  one  of  them  pines,  and  a  fuU-pamt^  M\t^ 


68  THRDKKRBLATKR. 

beliiiid  Another,  each  witb  a  cocked  rifle,  and  a-striving  for  Uw 
chance  !  Thein'i)  the  situations,  Kalhaniel,  to  try  the  ^ight  and 
the  hand,  for  they  begin  with  tryin<;  the  narves.  I  never  locA 
u|)on  killing  a  creatur'  as  nn  explit«;  bat  killing  a  xivnge  is. 
Tho  time  will  come  to  try  your  hand,  now  weVe  got  to  blows 
ag'in,  and  we  shall  soon  know  what  a  ven'son  reputation  can  do 
in  the  field.  I  deny  that  either  hand  or  eye  was  onsteady ;  it 
was  all  a  miscalculation  of  the  buck,  which  stood  still  when  he 
ought  to  have  kept  in  motion,  and  so  I  shot  ahead  of  him." 

"  llavo  it  your  own  way.  Hurry ;  all  I  contend  for  is,  that 
it's  lucky.  I  dare  say  1  shall  not  pull  upon  a  human 
mortal  as  steadily  or  with  as  light  a  heart,  as  I  pull  upon  a 
deer." 

"  Who's  talking  of  mortals,  or  of  human  beings  at  all.  Deer- 
slayer  1  I  put  the  matter  to  you  on  the  supposition  of  an  Injin. 
I  dare  say  any  man  would  have  his  feolin's  when  it  got  to  be 
life  or  death,  ag'in  another  human  mortal ;  but  there  would  bo 
no  such  scniples  in  regard  to  an  Injin ;  nothing  but  the  chance 
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races  and  colors,  and  having  difi^rent  gifts  and  traditions,  but, 
in  the  main,  with  tlie  same  natur'.  Both  have  souls ;  and  botii 
will  be  held  accountable  for  their  deeds  in  this  lite.'' 

Hurry  was  one  of  those  theorists  who  believed  in  the  infe- 
riority of  all  the  human  race  who  were  not  white.  His  notions 
on  the  subject  were  not  very  clear,  nor  were  his  definitions  at 
all  well  settled ;  but  his  opinions  were  none  the  lass  dogmatical 
or  fierce.  His  coascience  accused  him  of  sundry  lawless  acts 
against  the  Indians,  and  he  had  found  it  an  exceedingly  easy 
mode  of  quieting  it,  by  putting  the  whole  family  of  red-men, 
incontinently,  without  the  category  of  human  rights.  Nothing 
angered  him  soont^r  than  to  deny  his  proposition,  more  esjKj- 
cially  if  the  donial  were  accompanied  by  a  show  of  plausible 
argument;  and  he  did  not  listen  to  his  companion's  remarks 
with  nmcii  composure  of  either  manner  or  feeling. 

"  You're  a  boy,  Deerslayer,  misled  and  misconsaited  by  Dela- 
ware arts,  and  missionary  ignorance,"  he  exclaimed,  ^vith  his 
usual  indifference  to  the  forms  of  speech,  when  excited.  *•  Yoti 
may  account  yourself  as  a  red-skin's  brother,  but  /  hold  'em  all 
to  be  animals ;  with  nothino:  human  about  'em  but  cunniiinr. 
Thxit  they  have,  I'll  allow ;  but  so  has  a  fox,  or  even  a  bear. 
I'm  older  than  you,  and  have  lived  longer  in  the  woods — or,  for 
that  matter,  have  lived  always  there,  and  am  not  to  be  told 
what  an  Injin  is  or  what  he  is  not.  If  you  wish  to  be  considered 
a  savage,  you've  only  to  say  so,  and  I'll  name  you  as  such  to 
Judith  and  the  old  man,  and  then  we'll  see  how  you'll  like  your 
welcome." 

Here  Hurry's  imagination  did  his  temper  some  service,  since, 
by  conjuring  up  the  reception  his  semi-aquatic  acquaintance 
would  be  hkely  to  bestow  on  one  thus  introduced,  he  burst  into 
a  hearty  fit  of  laughter.  Deerslayer  too  well  knew  the  useless- 
oess  of  attempting  to  convince  such  a  being  of  anything  against 
his  prejudices,  to  feel  a  desire  to  undertake  the  task ;  and  he 
was  not  sorry  that  the  approach  of  the  canoe  to  the  soutli- 
eastem  curve  of  the  lake  gave  a  new  direction  to  his  ideasw 
They  were  now,  indeed^  guite  near  the  place  tlvaX  l/laTcb.  \uMik 


IKiiiited  out  for  the  position  of  the  outlet,  and  both  began  to 
look  for  it  with  a  curiosity  that  was  increased  hy  the  espectitiou 
of  finding-  the  ark. 

It  niHy  strike  the  reader  aa  a  little  sin^lw,  that  the  place 
where  a  stream  of  any  size  passed  througti  bankx  that  hail  an 
elevation  of  ^ome  twenty  feot,  should  bo  a  matter  of  doubt  with 
men  who  could  not  now  have  Iwen  more  than  two  hundred  yards 
ili^tjuil  from  the  proeiso  spot  It  will  be  reeoUecU^d.  however, 
tliijt  the  trees  and  hu'^hes  here,  as  elsewhere,  Giirly  uvcrlmiig  the 
wiil*T.  iriiiking  aucli  a  fringe  to  the  lake,  as  to  cunival  any  tittle 
variiitioDS  from  ila  ^nersl  outline. 

"  I've  not  i>een  down  at  tlib  end  of  the  lake  these  two  sum- 
mers," Raid  Hurry,  standing  up  in  the  canoe,  the  better  to  look 
about  him.  "  Ay,  ihi're'*  the  nick,  showing  its  chin  above  the 
WHlcr,  and  I  know  tluit  the  river  begins  in  its  neighlxirbood." 

Tlie  men  now  plied  the  i>addl«  a^n,  and  they  were  pre- 
sently within  a  few  yards  of  the  rock,  floatinj^  towards  it,  tliough 
their  efforts  were  suspended.     This  rock  was  not  lareie,  bein^ 
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cliurch-steeples,  rose  in  tall  columns  above,  all  inclining  towards 
the  light,  until  their  branches  intermingled,  the  eye,  at  a  little 
distance,  could  not  easily  detect  any  opening  in  the  shore,  to 
mark  the  egress  of  the  water.  In  the  forest  above,  no  traces  of 
this  outlet  were  to  be  seen  from  the  lake,  the  whole  presenting 
the  same  connected  and  seemingly  interminable  carpet  of  leaves. 
As  the  canoe  slowly  advanced,  sucked  in  by  the  current,  it 
entered  beneath  an  arch  of  trees,  through  which  the  light  from 
the  heavens  struggled  by  casual  openings,  faintly  relieving  the 
gloom  beneath. 

"  This  is  a  natVal  and-bush,"  half  whispered  Hurry,  as  if  he 
felt  that  the  place  was  devoted  to  secresy  and  watcl»fulness ; 
"  depend  on  it,  old  Tom  has  burrowed  with  the  ark  somewhere 
in  this  quarter.  We  will  drop  down  with  the  current  a  short 
distance,  and  ferret  him  out" 

**  This  seems  no  place  for  a  vessel  of  any  size,"  returned  the 
other;  "it  apj)ears  to  me  that  we  shall  have  hardly  room 
enoujfh  for  the  canoe." 

Hurry  laughed  at  the  suggestion,  and,  as  it  soon  appeared, 
with  reason  ;  for  the  fringe  of  bushes  immediately  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake  was  no  sooner  passed,  than  the  adventurers  found 
themselves  in  a  narrow  stream,  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  limpid 
water,  with  a  strong  current,  and  a  canopy  of  leaves,  uphold  by 
arches  composed  of  the  limbs  of  hoary  trees.  Bushes  lined  the 
shores,  as  usual,  but  they  left  sufficient  space  between  them  to 
admit  the  passage  of  anything  that  did  not  exceed  twenty  feet 
in  width,  and  to  allow  of  a  pers{>ective  ahead  of  eight  or  ten 
times  that  distance. 

Neither  of  our  two  a<lventurers  used  his  paddle,  except  to 
keep  the  light  bark  in  the  centre  of  the  current,  but  botli 
watched  each  turning  of  the  stream,  of  which  there  were  two 
or  three  within  the  first  hundred  yards,  with  jealous  vigilance. 
Turn  after  turn,  however,  was  passed,  and  the  canoe  had  dropped 
down  with  the  current  some  little  distance,  when  Hurry  caught 
a  bush,  and  arrested  its  movement,  so  suddenly  and  silently,  as 
to  denote  some  unusual  motive  for  the  act.     Deen\ajeT\ttkdL\vA 
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hand  on  the  stock  of  his  rifln,  as  (won  sw  he  noted  thia  proeeed- 
ing;  hut  it  was  miito  as  much  with  a  hunter's  habit  as  from 
Bny  fitting  of  alarm. 

"  There  the  old  fellow  is !"  whispered  Huny,  pointing  with  a 
finn^er,  and  laughing  heartily,  though  he  carefnlly  Avoided 
making  a  noise,  "  ratting  it  away,  ju^t  as  T  supposed  ;  up  to  his 
knifes  in  the  mud  and  water,  looking  to  the  traps  and  the  bait. 
liuL  for  the  life  of  mo,  I  can  see  notliing  of  the  ork ;  Ihongb 
ril  bet  every  skin  I  lake  this  season,  Jude  isn't  trusting  heT 
pretty  little  fi'et  la  the  neighborhood  of  that  black  mud.  Tlio 
gal's  more  likely  to  bo  brmding  her  hair  by  the  side  of  some 
spring,  where  she  can  see  her  own  good  looks,  and  collect 
Kcornful  fei-lingH  ag'in  us  men." 

"  You  over-judge  young  women — yes,  you  do.  Hurry — who 
lis  oftpn  bethink  them  of  their  failings  as  they  do  of  their  per- 
ffttiuiis.  I  dure  to  say,  this  Judith,  now,  b  no  such  admirer  of 
hersi'lf,  and  no  sueli  sootner  of  our  sex,  .1*  you  seem  to  think  ; 
(tnd    thai  sh"  i«  <iiiit«  tib  likoly   t.i   be  "arvin?  hpr  frtthor  in 


Revere,  the  mirtli&il  to  the  Teproving,  with  facility  &nd  iodif- 
furence. 

A  second  look  explained  tbd  nature  of  the  surprise.  Unwil- 
lingly-, the  meu  had  <lropped  alon^idc  of  tbo  ark,  which  had 
been  puq>osely  concealed  i[i  bushes  cut  and  arranged  for  tba 
pur|i-j9e  ;  and  Judith  Hutter  IrnJ  merely  pushed  uside  tlie  leaves 
tliiit  Uy  before  a  window,  in  order  to  xlmw  lier  fiicc,  and  speak 
to  them. 


..^^' 


CHAPTEIl  IV. 


'a  look  oa  Uh  Jonlf  Amve 


The  ark,  a^  the  floating  hnlritation  of  the  UuLU^k  whs  g^eoe- 
rfllly  called,  w:is  x  very  simjile  contrivaiKW.  A  Inrge  fluL,  or 
Hcow,  composed  tlic  buoyant  part  of  the  vettaul ;  and,  in  ila  cen- 
tre, occti{>ying  the  wholo  of  its  breadth,  mid  about  two  thirds  of 
its  leQ<rtli,  stood  a  low  fiibric,  resemhlinir  tbs  toitie  in  oonstnio- 
tion,  though  made  o{  inateriah  so  li^lil  :ls  b:>rcly  to  be  bullet- 
1  little   higher  than 
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and  larger  bushes,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  fairly  over- 
hung the  stream,  their  branches  not  unfrequently  dipping  into 
the  water.  In  some  instances  they  grew  out  in  nearly  horizon- 
tal lines,  for  thirty  or  forty  feet.  The  water  being  uniformly 
deepest  near  the  shores,  where  the  banks  were  highest  and  the 
nearest  to  a  j^erpendicular,  Hutter  had  found  no  difficulty  in 
letting  the  ark  drop  under  one  of  these  covers,  where  it  had 
been  anchored  with  a  view  to  conceal  its  position  ;  security  re- 
quiring some  such  precautions,  in  his  view  of  the  case.  Once 
beneath  the  trees  and  bushes,  a  few  stones  fastened  to  the  ends 
of  the  branches  had  caused  them  to  bend  sufficiently  to  dip 
into  the  river ;  and  a  few  severed  bushes,  properly  disf>osed,  did 
the  rest  The  reader  has  seen  that  this  cover  was  so  complete 
as  to  deceive  two  men  accustomed  to  the  woods,  and  who  were 
actually  in  search  of  those  it  concealed ;  a  circumstance  that 
will  be  easily  understood  by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
matted  and  wild  luxuriance  of  a  virgin  American  forest,  more 
especially  in  a  rich  soil. 

The  discovery  of  the  ark  produced  very  different  eflPects  on 
our  two  adventurers.  As  soon  as  the  canoe  could  be  ffot  round 
to  the  proper  ojKjning,  Hurry  leaped  on  board,  and  in  a  minute 
was  closely  engaged  in  a  gay,  and  a  sort  of  recriminating  dis- 
course with  Judith,  apparently  forgetful  of  the  existence  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Not  so  with  Deerslayer.  He  entered 
the  ark  with  a  slow,  cautious  step,  exannniiig  every  arrange- 
ment of  the  cover  with  curious  and  scrutinizing  eyes.  It  is 
true,  he  cast  one  admiring  glance  at  Judith,  which  was  extorted 
by  her  brilliant  and  singular  beauty  ;  but  even  this  could  detain 
him  but  a  single  instant  from  the  indulgence  of  his  interest  in 
flutter's  contrivances.  Step  by  step  did  he  look  into  the  con- 
struction of  the  singular  abode,  investigate  its  fastenings  and 
htrength,  ascertain  its  means  of  defence,  and  make  every  inquiry 
that  would  be  likelv  to  occur  to  one  whose  thoughts  dwelt 
principally  on  such  exj)edient8.  Nor  was  the  cover  neglected. 
Of  this  he  examined  the  whole  minutely,  his  commendation 
eflcaping  him  more  than  once,  in  audible  comments.     Froutioi 


nsagen  admitting  of  this  fnmiliarity,  he  passed  throDgb  tbe 
rooms  HS  he  had  previously  done  at  the  cattle ;  and,  openii^  a 
door,  issued  into  the  end  of  the  scow  opposite  to  that  where  be 
had  left  Hurry  and  Judith.  '  Here  be  Touad  the  other  sister, 
employed  on  some  coarse  needlework,  seated  beneath  tbe  leafy 
canopy  of  the  cover. 

As  IJeorslayer'a  examination  was  by  this  time  ended,  he 
dropped  the  butt  of  his  riflp,  and,  leaning  on  the  barrel  with 
both  hands,  he  turned  lowarda  tbe  girl  with  an  interest  the  un* 
gular  beauty  of  her  sister  had  not  awakened.  He  had  gathered 
from  Hurry's  remarks  that  Hetty  was  considered  to  have  leas 
intellect  than  ordinarily  falls  to  the  share  of  human  beings; 
and  lib  education  among  Indians  had  taught  him  to  treat  those 
who  were  thus  afflicted  by  Proridence,  with  more  than  cunimon 
tenderness.  Nor  was  there  anything  in  Hetty  Hutter's  appear 
ance,  as  so  often  happens,  to  weaken  tlie  interest  her  situation 
excited.  An  idiot  she  could  not  properly  be  termed,  her  mind 
being  just  enough  enfeebled  to  lose  inoHt  of  those  trnita  that  are 
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prcscDt  images  that  caused  her  cheek  to  brighten  ;  though  she 
retained  a  modesty  so  innate,  that  it  almost  raised  her  to  the 
UDsus)xH;ting  purity  of  a  being  superior  to  human  infirmities. 
Guileless,  innocent,  and  without  distrust,  equally  by  nature  and 
from  her  mode  of  hfe.  Providence  had,  nevertheless,  shielded 
her  from  harm  by  a  halo  of  moral  light,  as  it  b  said  ''*'  to  tem- 
per the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb/' 

"  You  are  Hetty  llutter,"  said  Deerslayer,  in  the  way  one 
puts  a  question  unconsciously  to  himself,  assuming  a  kindness 
of  tone  and  manner  that  were  singularly  adapted  to  win  the 
confidence  of  her  he  addressed.  "  Hurry  llarry  has  told  me  of 
you,  and  I  know  you  must  be  the  chihl  ?'' 

"  Yes,  Fm  Hetty  Hutter,"  returned  the  girl,  in  a  low,  sweet 
voice,  which  nature,  aided  by  some  education,  had  preserved 
from  vulgarity  of  tone  and  utterance ;  "  Tm  Hetty ;  Judith 
Hutter's  sister,  and  Thomas  Hutter's  youngoiit  daughter/' 

"  I  know  your  history,  then,  for  Hurry  Harry  tsdks  considera- 
ble, and  he  is  free  of  8|K?ech,  when  he  can  find  other  jHJople's 
consams  to  dwell  on.  You  pass  most  of  your  life  on  the  lake, 
Hetty." 

**  Certainly.  Mother  is  dead  ;  father  is  gone  a-trapping,  and 
Judith  and  I  stay  at  home.     What's  your  name  ?" 

^Tliat's  a  question  more  easily  asked  than  it  is  answered, 
young  woman ;  seeing  that  I'm  so  young,  and  yet  have 
borne  more  names  than  some  of  the  greatest  chie&  in  all 
America." 

**  But  you've  pot  a  name — you  don't  throw  away  one  name 
before  you  come  honestly  by  another  ?" 

"  I  hope  not,  gal — I  hope  not.  My  names  have  come 
nat'rallv  ;  and  I  8ui)|)08e  the  one  I  bear  now  will  be  of  no  great 
lasting,  since  the  Delawares  seldom  settle  on  a  man's  ra'al  title, 
until  such  time  as  he  has  an  op)>ortunity  of  showing  his  true 
natur',  in  the  council  or  on  the  war-path  ;  which  has  never 
behappened  me ;  seeing,  firstly,  because  I'm  not  bom  a  red- 
skin, and  have  no  right  to  sit  in  their  councillings,  and  am  much 
too  humble  to   be  called  on  for   opinions  from  the  great  o( 


iny  own  color;  and,  secondly,  because  Uiis  is  tlie  firet  war  that 
liiLS  befiillen  in  my  time,  atsd  tio  inimy  has  yvt  inTX>3dci]  tar 
enough  into  llie  Colony  to  be  reached  by  an  arm  even  longer 
lh.in  mine." 

"  Tell  me  your  namos,"  added  Hetty,  looking  np  at  him  artr 
lesaly,  "and,  may  be,  Fll  tell  you  your  character." 

"  There  is  Bome  truth  in  that,  I'll  not  deny,  though  it  oAeu 
fails.  Men  are  deceived  in  other  men's  charact«rs,  and  frequently 
give  'em  names  they  by  no  means  desarve.  You  can  ftce  the 
truth  of  this  in  the  Mingo  names,  which,  in  their  own  tonj^o, 
signify  the  same  things  as  the  Delaware  names — at  least,  so 
they  lell  me,  for  I  know  little  of  that  tribe,  unless  it  Ix;  by 
rejKirt^^and  no  one  can  say  they  are  ns  honest  or  na  upright  a 
nation.     I  put  no  great  dependence,  therefore,  on  names." 

"Tell  mo  all  your  names,"  repeutod  the  girl,  earnestly,  for 
her  mind  wtis  too  simple  to  sejiarnle  things  from  professions, 
and  she  did  attach  importiinre  to  a  name ;  "  I  want  to  know 
what  to  think  of  you." 
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"  I  do  not  say  that,  for  perhaps  I  desarved  to  be  so  called, 
lies  being  no  favorites  with  me,  as  they  are  with  some.  After 
a  while  they  found  out  that  I  was  quick  of  foot,  and  then  they 
called  me  *  Tlie  Pigeon ;'  which,  you  know,  has  a  swift  wing, 
and  flies  in  a  direct  line." 

"  That  was  a  pretty  name  !"  exclaimed  Hetty  ;  "  pigeons  are 
pretty  birds !" 

"  Most  things  that  God  has  created  are  pretty,  in  their  way, 
my  good  gal,  though  they  get  to  be  deformed  by  mankind,  so 
as  to  change  their  natures,  as  well  as  their  appearance.  From 
carr>'ing  messages,  and  striking  blind  trails,  I  got,  at  last,  to 
following  the  hunters,  when  it  was  thought  I  was  quicker  and 
surer  at  finding  the  game  than  most  lads,  and  then  they  called 
me  the  '  Lap-ear ;'  as,  they  said,  I  partook  of  the  sagacity  of  a 
hound." 

"  Tliat*s  not  so  pretty,"  answered  Hetty  ;  "  I  hoi>e  you  didn't 
keep  that  name  long." 

"  Not  after  I  was  rich  enough  to  buy  a  rifle,"  returned  the 
other,  betraying  a  httle  pride  through  his  usually  quiet  and 
subdued  manner ;  "  then  it  was  seen  I  could  keep  a  wigwam  in 
ven'son ;  and,  in  time,  I  got  the  name  of  '  Deerslayer,'  which  is 
that  I  now  bear ;  homely  as  some  will  think  it,  who  set  more 
valie  on  the  scalp  of  a  fellow-mortal  than  on  the  horns  of  a 
buck." 

"Well,  Deerslayer,  Fm  not  one  of  them,"  answered  Hetty, 
simply ;  "  Judith  likes  soldiers,  and  flary  coatu,  and  fine  featliers ; 
but  they're  all  naught  to  me.  She  says  the  officers  are  great, 
and  gay,  and  of  soft  speech ;  but  they  make  me  shudder,  for 
their  business  is  to  kill  their  fellow  creatures.  I  like  your  call- 
ing better ;  and  your  last  name  is  a  very  good  one — better  than 
Natty  Burappo." 

"  This  is  nat'ral,  in  one  of  your  turn  of  mind,  Hetty,  and 
much  as  I  should  have  expected.  They  tell  me  your  sister  is 
handsome — oncommon,  for  a  mortal ;  and  beauty  is  apt  to  seek 
admiration." 

**  Did  you  never  see  Judith  ?"  demanded  the  girl,  vflih.  (\uikk 


earnestness ;  "  if  yaa  never  have,  go  at  once,  aoil  iook  at  h«r, 
Even  Hurry  Uarry  isu't  more  pleasaut  to  look  at ;  tliuugli  the 

Ueerslayer  ri^inl^d  ihe  girl,  for  a  moment,  witii  concern. 
Her  |iuiu  {iKX  bad  flusbtil  a  little,  nud  her  eye,  usually  ati  uiil.l 
and  serene,  IrrifrhltiDcd  as  she  spoke,  in  the  way  to  U;tray  tli<: 
inward  imjtulwvi. 

"  Ay,  Hurry  Hany,"  lie  muttered  to  himselC  as  he  walked 
throu^L  the  cabin,  towar<k  the  other  end  of  tli>;  U>.it;  "^thia 
coined  of  ^ood  lixik»,  if  A  light  tongue  has  had  no  consariAn  iU 
It's  easy  to  see  which  way  that  poor  creatur's  feeliu's  are  leaiuu', 
whatever  may  be  the  case  with  your  Jude's." 

But  an  interruption  was  put  to  the  gallantry  of  Hurry — the 
coquetry  of  his  mistress— 'the  thoughts  of  Deerslayer,  and  the 
jrentle  feelings  of  Hetty,  by  tlic  sudden  appearance  of  tlie  cauoe 
of  the  ark's  owner,  in  the  narrow  o{>eniug  among  the  bushes, 
that  fervod  as  a  sort  of  moat  to  his  portion.  It  would  seem 
that  Hutter,  or  Routing  Tom,  as  he  was  familiarly  called  by  alt 
.  wlij  U^■^^■  \ih  ii;,biu.  re<^. ,i:nis.Hl  tbi^  ^■anu,.  uf  Ilur 
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ness  alone,  now  you  knew  that  the  Canada  savages  are  likely  to 
be  stirring,"  returned  Hutter,  giving  a  sort  of  distrustful,  and  at 
the  same  time  inquiring  glance  at  Deerslayer. 

**  Why  should  I  ?  They  say  a  bad  companion,  on  a  journey, 
helps  to  shorten  the  path  ;  and  this  young  man  1  account  to  be 
a  reasonably  good  one.  This  Is  Deerslayer,  old  Tom,  a  noted 
hunter  among  the  Delawares,  and  Christian-born,  and  Christian 
edicated,  too,  like  you  and  me.  The  lad  is  not  parfect,  perhaps, 
but  there's  worse  men  in  the  country  that  he  came  from,  and 
it's  likely  he'll  find  some  that's  no  better,  in  this  part  of  the 
world-  Should  we  have  occiaion  to  defend  our  traps,  and  the 
territory,  he'll  he  useful  in  feeding  us  all;  for  he's  a  reg'br 
dealer  in  ven'son." 

"  Young  man,  you  are  welcome,"  growled  Tom,  thrusting  a 
hard,  bony  hand  towards  the  youth,  as  a  pledge  of  his  sincerity ; 
**  in  such  times,  a  white-face  is  a  friend's,  and  I  count  on  you  as 
a  support  Children  sometimes  make  a  st<^>ut  hi»art  feeble,  and 
these  two  daughters  of  mine  give  me  more  concern  than  all  my 
traps,  and  skins,  and  rights  in  the  country." 

*•  That's  nat'ral !"  cri<»d  Hurry.  "  Yes,  Deerslayer,  you  and 
I  don't  know  it  yet  by  experience ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  con- 
sider that  as  nat'ral.  If  we  had  darters,  it's  m<jre  than  probable 
we  should  have  some  such  feelin's ;  and  I  honor  the  man  that 
owns  'em.  As  for  Judith,  old  man,  I  enlist,  at  oiict^,  as  her 
soldier,  and  here  is  Deerslayer  to  help  you  to  tiikc  care  of 
Hetty." 

**  Many  thanks  to  you.  Master  March,"  returned  the  beauty, 
in  a  full,  rich  voice,  and  with  an  accunioy  of  intonation  and 
utterance  that  she  shared  in  common  with  her  sister,  and  which 
flhowed  that  she  had  been  better  taught  than  her  father's  life 
and  appearance  would  give  reason  to  expect ;  "  many  thanks  to 
you ;  but  Judith  Ilutter  has  the  spirit  and  the  experience  that 
will  make  her  dej)end  more  on  h-Tself  than  on  goo<l-looking 
rovers  Uke  you.  Should  there  lx»  need  to  face  the  savages,  do 
you   land  with  my  father,  instead  of  burrowing  in  the  huts, 

under  the  ^how  of  ilefendinir  us  femal«»»*,  and " 

4 


"  Girl — girl,"  intemipted  tlie  tallier,  "  quiet  tliat  gUb  tongue 
of  tbiiie,  aiiil  liear  llie  tnilL.  Thviv  are  savages  on  the  lake 
tliore  already,  aod  no  man  can  say  huw  near  to  ua  Uiev  may 
be  at  this  very  moment,  or  when  we  may  hear  more  from 
Lheni !" 

"  If  this  be  true.  Master  Diitter,"  said  Hurry,  wtiofle  change  of 
countenance  dunoleil  how  st^rious  he  dcciued  the  inEbnnaticS], 
iLuugh  it  did  Dut  denote  any  unmanly  alarm,  "  if  tii'a  be  tni% 
your  ark  is  in  a  most  misfortunale  poeitiou,  for,  Uiough  the 
cover  did  deceive  Deerslayer  and  myself,  it  would  hnrdiy  be 
overlooked  by  a  full-blooded  Injin,  who  whs  out  seriously  ia 
fi'arch  of  scalps '." 

"  I  think  as  you  do,  Hurry,  and  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  we 
lay  anywhere  else,  at  this  moment,  than  in  tlli^<  narrow,  crooked 
xtreain,  wbicli  has  many  advaritAgee  to  hide  in,  hut  wbidi  is 
iiliiiust  fatal  to  them  that  are  discovered.  The  savages  are  near 
lis,  moreover,  and  the  difficulty  is,  to  get  out  of  ttie  ri>Gr  wiih- 
oiit  beinjS  shot  down  like  deer  standinir  at  a  lick  !" 
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trail.  But  the  moccasin  may  greatly  relieve  my  mind,  if  you 
betlioHght  you  of  bringing  it  off.  I've  come  here  to  meet  a 
young  chief  myself;  and  his  course  would  be  much  in  the 
direction  you've  mentioned.     The  trail  may  have  been  his'n." 

"  Ilurry  Uarry,  you're  well  acquainted  with  this  young  man, 
I  kope,  who  has  meetings*with  savages  in  a  part  of  the  country 
where  he  has  never  been  before  ?"  demanded  flutter,  in  a  tone 
and  in  a  manner  that  sufficiently  indicated  the  motive  of  the 
question ;  these  rude  beings  seldom  hesitating,  on  the  score  of 
delicacy,  to  betray  their  feelings.  "  Treachery  is  an  Indian  vir- 
tue ;  and  the  whites,  that  live  much  in  their  tribes,  soon  catch 
their  ways  and  practices." 

"  True — true  as  the  Gospel,  old  Tom ;  but  not  personable  to 
Deerslayer,  who's  a  young  man  of  truth,  if  he  has  no  other 
ricommend.  I'll  answer  for  his  honesty^  whatever  I  may  do 
for  his  valor  in  battle." 

"  I  should  like  to  know  his  errand  in  this  strange  quarter  of 
the  country." 

**  That  is  soon  told.  Master  flutter,"  said  the  young  man, 
with  the  composure  of  one  who  kept  a  clean  conscience.  **  I 
think,  moreover,  you've  a  right  to  ask  it.  The  father  of  two 
such  darters,  who  occupies  a  lake,  after  your  fashion,  has  just 
the  same  right  to  inquire  into  a  stranger's  business  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, as  the  Colony  would  have  to  demand  the  reason  why 
the  Frenchers  put  more  rijiments  than  common  along  the  linos. 
No,  no,  I'll  not  deny  your  right  to  know  why  a  stranger  conies 
into  your  habitation  or  country,  in  tames  as  serious  as  these." 

"  If  such  is  your  way  of  thinking,  friend,  let  me  hear  your 
story  without  more  words." 

"  'Tis  soon  told,  as  I  said  afore  ;  and  shall  be  honestly  told. 
I'm  a  young  man,  and,  as  yet,  have  never  been  on  a  war-path ; 
but  no  sooner  did  the  news  come  among  the  Delawares,  tliat 
wampum  and  a  hatchet  were  about  to  be  sent  in  to  the  tribe, 
than  they  wished  me  to  go  out  among  the  |)eople  of  my  own 
color,  and  get  the  exact  state  of  things  for  'em.  This  I  did ; 
and,  after  delivering  my  talk  to  the  chiefe,  on  my  ittuxu,  V  vnviV 


an  officer  of  the  crowD  on  ihe  ScLobarie,  whobadmont^  toaend 
lo  Boiii(>  1)1'  llie  frifndly  Iribea,  that  live  I'urtlier  west.  'I  his  was 
llwught  n  giicd  tx-'cajiot]  for  CLingnchgook,  a  3'oung  chief  who 
Lhs  never  ntniek  h  fuc,  ntid  myself,  to  go  oti  our  first  wiir-]>)ith 
in  company  ;  and  aii  njip'intineiit  wiis  made  fur  us,  by  uu  old 
Dvlawan',  ti>  meet  at  the  rock  near  the  foot  of  tliis  hike.  I'll 
Hot  dmiy  thut  Cbingacbgook  hns  another  object  m  view,  but  it 
Jias  110  ccmsani  witli  any  here,  and  is  his  secret,  and  not  mine ; 
thi'ii'fort'  ril  soy  no  mow  about  it." 

"  lis  something  about  a  young  woman,"  intemi]iti.-d  Juditli, 
h'lstily  ;  then  laughing  at  her  own  impetuosity,  and  even  hnving 
tlie  grrtcii  to  color  a  htlle  at  tile  manner  in'whioh  she  had 
betrayed  her  rcadiiiesH  to  iTnj'Ute  such  a  motive.  "  If  'tis 
iieitlier  war  nor  a  himt,  it  miut  bc^  love." 

"  Ay,  it  comes  ciBy  for  the  young  and  handsotn?,  who  hear 
BO  much  of  tbcin  feeliu'^  to  suppose  that  they  lie  at  tliu  bottom 
of  most  proceedin'H  ;  but,  on  (iint  head,  1  say  nolliin'.  Chin- 
gnchgook  is  to  meet  mo  at  the  rock  an  hour  afore  sunset  to-morruw 
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Klierc  I  distrust  foes,*^  grumbled  Tom ;  '*  but,  speak  out,  young 
mail,  and  tell  us  wliat  you  think  of  the  moccasin.'' 

"That*3  not  Delaware- made,"  returned  Deerslayer,  examin- 
ing the  worn  and  rejected  covering  for  the  foot  with  a  cautious 
eye ;  "  I'm  too  young  on  a  war-path  to  be  positive,  but  I  should 
8;iy  that  mocciisiL  has  a  northern  look,  and  comes  from  beyond 
the  great  lakes." 

"  If  such  is  the  ciise,  we  ought  not  to  he  here  a  minute 
longer  than  is  necessary,"  said  Hutter,  glancing  through  th«; 
leaves  of  his  cover,  as  if  he  already  distrusted  the  presence  of 
an  enemy  on  the  op[x>sitr;  shore  of  the  narrow  and  sinuous 
stream.  **  It  w^ints  but  an  hour  or  so  of  night,  and  to  move  in 
tlie  dark  will  be  impossible,  without  making  a  noise  that  would 
betray  us.  Did  you  hear  the  echo  of  a  piece  in  the  niountiiins, 
half-an-hour  since  V 

"  Yes,  old  man,  and  heard  the  piece  itself,"  answered  Hurry, 
who  now  felt  the  indiscretion  of  which  he  had  been  guilty, 
"  for  tlie  last  was  fired  from  my  own  shouldt*r." 

"  I  feared  it  came  from  the  French  Indians  ;  still,  it  may  j>ut 
them  on  the  look-out,  aud  be  a  means  of  discovering  us.  You 
did  wrong  to  fire,  in  war-time,  unless  there  wa?  good  occ^ision." 

**  So  I  begin  to  think  myself,  uncle  Tom  ;  and  yet,  if  a  man 
can't  trast  himself  to  let  off  his  rifle  in  a  wilderness  that  is  a 
thoiisand  miles  square,  lest  some  inimy  should  hear  it,  where  's 
the  ase  in  carrying  one  ?" 

Hutter  now  held  a  long  consultation  with  his  two  guests,  in 
which  the  parties  came  to  a  true  understanding  of  their  situa- 
tion. He  explained  the  diflSculty  that  would  exist  in  attempt- 
ing to  get  the  ark  out  of  so  swift  and  narrow  a  stream,  in  the 
dark,  without  making  a  noise  that  could  not  fail  to  attract  Indian 
ears.  Any  strollers,  in  their  vicinity,  would  keep  near  the 
river  or  the  lake ;  but  the  former  had  swampy  shores  in  many 
places,  and  wjis  both  so  crooked  and  so  fringed  with  bushes, 
that  it  was  quite  possible  to  move  by  day-light  without  incur- 
ring much  danger  of  being  seen.  More  was  to  be  api>rehended, 
perhaps,  from  the  ear  than  from  the  eye,  especially  i\&  loiig  q& 


tlicy  were  id  Uie  short,  etraitcned,  imd  canopied  reaohes  of  lli« 

'■  1  never  drop  dowii  inio  this  cover,  which  is  handy  to  my 
traps,  and  siiEjr  than  the  lake,  from  curious  eyes,  without  pro- 
lidiiig  the  means  of  gMuig  out  ag'in,"  continued  thw  eingular 
being;  "and  tlmt  is  easier  done  by  a  pull  than  a  push.  My 
anchor  is  now  lying  above  the  suction,  in  the  open  hdie  ;  and 
here  w  n  line,  you  see,  to  liaul  us  up  to  it.  Without  some 
Rucli  hel|i,  a  single  pair  of  hands  would  make  heavy  wort,  in 
forcing  a  scow  like  this  up  ttrcam.  I  have  a  sort  of  a  crab,  too, 
that  liglitcns  the  pull,  on  ocoision.  Jude  can  use  the  oar, 
aslnrn,  as  well  ai  myself;  and,  when  wo  feitr  no  enemy,  to  get 
out  of  the  river  gives  us  but  little  trouble." 

"  What  should  ne  gnin.  Master  Hutter,  by  changing  the 
position  V  asked  Deetslayer.  with  a  good  deal  of  earneatnoss ; 
"  this  is  a  safe  covlt  ;  and  a  stout  defence  mij;ht  be  made  from 
the  inside  of  this  cabin.  I've  never  foii't,  unless  in  the  way  of 
tradition  ;    but,   it  seems  to  ine,  we  might   beat  off  twenty 
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only  in  boats,  or  on  rafts — shall  have  a  fair  chance  with  the 
enemy — and  can  protect  the  castle  witli  the  ark.  Do  you 
understand  this  reasoning,  youngster  ?" 

"  It  sounds  well — yes,  it  has  a  rational  sound ;  and  I'll  nol 
gain<iay  it." 

"Well,  old  Tom,"  cried  Hurry,  "if  we  are  to  move,  the 
sooner  we  make  a  beginning,  the  sooner  we  shall  know  whether 
we  are  to  have  our  scaljjs  for  night-cajis,  or  not." 

As  this  proposition  was  self-evident,  no  one  denied  its  justice. 
The  three  men,  after  a  short  preliminary  explanation,  now  set 
about  their  preparations  to  move  the  ark  in  earnest.  Thoshght 
fastenings  were  quickly  loosened ;  and,  by  hauling  on  the  line, 
the  h«'avy  craft  slowly  emerged  from  the  cover.  It  was  no 
sooner  free  from  the  incumbrance  of  the  branches,  than  it  swung 
into  the  stream,  sheering  quite  close  to  the  western  shore,  by 
the  force  of  the  current  Not  a  soul  on  board  heard  tlie 
rustling  of  the  branches,  as  the  cabin  ciime  against  the 
bashes  and  trees  of  the  western  bank,  without  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness;  for  no  one  knew  at  what  moment,  or  in  what])lace, 
a  secret  and  murderous  enomy  might  unnuisk  himself.  lVrha|>s 
the  gloomy  light  that  still  stniggKd  through  the  im])ending 
canopy  of  leaves,  or  found  its  way  through  the  narrow,  ribainl- 
like  ojKjning,  which  seemed  to  mark,  in  the  air  above,  tiie  course 
of  the  river  that  flowed  iKMieath,  aided  in  augmenting  th(! 
appearance  of  the  danger;  for  it  was  little  more  than  sunitienc 
to  render  objects  visible,  without  giving  up  all  their  outlines  at  a 
glance.  Although  the  sun  had  not  absolutely  set^  it  had 
withdrawn  its  direct  ravs  from  the  vallev ;  and  th«^  hues  of 
evening  were  beginning  to  gather  around  objtHrts  that  strnxJ 
uncovered,  rendering  those  within  the  shadows  of  the  woods  still 
more  sombre  and  gloomy. 

No  interruption  followed  the  movement  however,  and,  a«*  the 
men  continued  to  haul  on  the  line,  the  ark  passed  steadily 
ahead,  tlie  great  breadth  of  the  scow  preventing  its  sinking  int() 
the  water,  and  from  offering  much  resistance  to  tlie  progress 


of  the  swift  element  benonth  its  bottom.  Hntter,  too,  bad 
adoi»ted  fi  preotutiun,  sugweated  by  experience,  nbich  miK^t 
have  done  credit  to  a  seaman,  and  wliich  completely  prevented 
nny  of  the  annoyancM  and  obBtacles  which  otherwise  woidd " 
have  altendpd  the  short  tunis  of  the  river.  As  the  ark 
descended,  heavy  stones,  attached  to  tlie  line,  were  dro]i]>ed  in 
tlie  centre  of  the  stream,  forming  local  anchore,  each  of  which 
wag  kept  from  drnggiog  by  the  assistance  «f  tliose  above  it,  until 
the  iijipemiost  of  all  was  reached,  which  got  its  "  backinjf  "  from 
the  anchor,  or  ^^pnel,  that  lay  well  out  in  the  lake.  In 
coowquenco  of  this  esjiedient,  the  ark  floated  clear  of  the 
incumbrances  of  the  shore,  against  which  it  would  otherwise 
have  been  unavoidably  hauled  at  every  turn,  produdng 
embarrassments  that  Hntter,  !«irigli--handed,  would  have  found 
it  very  difficult  to  overcome. 

Favored  by  this  foresight,  and  stimulated  by  the  apprehension 
of  discovery,  Flouting  Tom  and  his  two  athletic  compHnions 
liaulcd  the  ark  ahead  with  i^uitti  as  much  ra]>idity  as  comported 
;vith  the  strength  of  the  line.     At  every  turn  ii 
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"  Thank  God  P  ejaculated  Hurry,  "  there  is  day-light,  and  we 
shall  soon  have  a  chance  of  seeing  our  inimies,  if  we  are  to 
fetl  'era.'' 

"That  is  more  than  you  or  any  man  can  say,"  growled 
Ilutter.  "  There  is  no  spot  so  likely  to  harbor  a  party  as  the 
shore  around  the  outlet ;  and  the  moment  we  clear  those  trees 
and  get  into  open  water,  will  be  the  most  trying  time,  since  it 
will  leave  the  enemy  a  cover,  while  it  puts  us  out  of  one. 
Judith,  girl ;  do  you  and  Hetty  leave  the  oar  to  take  care 
of  itself,  and  go  within  the  cabin ;  and  be  mindful  not  to  show 
your  faces  at  a  window ;  for  they  who  will  look  at  them  won't 
stop  to  praise  their  beauty.  And  now.  Hurry,  we'll  step  into 
this  outer  room  ourselves,  and  haul  through  the  door,  whore  we 
shall  all  be  safe,  from  a  surprise  at  legist  Friend  Deerslayer, 
as  the  current  is  lighter,  and  the  line  has  all  the  strain  on  it  that 
is  prudent,  do  you  keep  moving  from  window  to  window,  taking 
care  not  to  let  your  head  be  soon,  if  you  set  any  value  on  life. 
No  one  knows  when  or  where  we  shall  hear  from  our 
neighbors." 

Deerslayer  complied,  with  a  sensation  that  had  nothing  in 
common  with  fear,  but  which  had  all  the  interest  of  a  pi'rfectly 
novel  and  a  most  exciting  situation.  For  the  first  time  in  his 
life  he  was  in  the  vicinity  of  enemies,  or  had  good  reason  to 
tliink  so;  and  that,  too,  under  all  the  thrilling  circunisUmces  of 
Indian  surprises  and  Indian  artifices.  As  he  took  his  stand  at 
a  window,  the  ark  was  just  passing  through  the  narrowest  part 
of  the  stream,  a  point  where  the  water  fii-st  entered  what  was 
pro|)erly  termed  the  river,  and  where  the  trees  fairly  interlocked 
over-head,  causing  the  current  to  rush  into  an  arch  of  verdure ; 
a  feature  as  appropriate  and  jioculiar  to  the  country,  perhaj)s,  as 
that  of  Switzerland,  where  the  rivers  come  rushing  literally  from 
chambers  of  ice. 

The  ark  was  in  the  act  of  passing  the  last  curve  of  this  leafy 
entrance,  as  Deerslayer,  having  examined  all  that  could  be  seen 
of  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  crossed  the  room  to  look  from 
the  opposite  window,  at  the  western.      His   arrival   at  this 

4* 


^rauk,  than  it  siglit  miit  liis  gaiu  lliat  luijjlit  well  Imvo 
1  sentinel  so  young  and  ioeiiperienced.  A  sapling 
Iverhutig  tbe  water,  in  nearly  half  a  circle,  having  first  grown 
iwarA*  the  light,  and  then  been  jircased  down  into  this  form  by 
eight  of  tlie  snows  ;  n  circiimstAnce  of  common  occurrence 
h  the  American  woods.  On  this  no  loss  than  sis  Indians  had 
■ready  ajipeared,  others  standing  ready  to  follow  them,  as  they 
;  each  evidenUy  bent  on  running  out  on  the  trunk. 
Bid  droj'ping  on  the  roof  of  tbe  ark  as  it  passed  beneath.  This 
d  have  been  an  exploit  of  no  groat  difficulty,  tbe  inclinadon 
If  the  tree  admilling  of  an  eaoy  passage,  the  adjoining  branches 
g  anijile  support  fur  the  hands,  and  tbe  fall  being  too 
[  to  be  apprehended.  When  Deerslayer  first  saw  this 
it  wax  jusL  unmasking  itself,  by  ascending  the  part  of  the 
icarest  to  tlie  cartli,  or  that  which  was  much  tbe  moet 
|ifScult  to  overcome  ;  and  bis  knowledge  of  Tndian  habits  told 
e  that  they  were  all  in  their  war-paint,  and  belonged 
\)  A  h(»tiii'  trih«. 
"  Pull,  Ilurn',"  he  cried ;  "  pull  for  your  Ufe,  and  as  you  love 
|udith  Hutterl     Full,  roan,  pull !" 

was  made  to  one  that  the  young  man  knew  had  tlie 
ingth  of  a  gianL     It  was  so  earueKt  and  solemn,  that  both 
1   March  folt  it  was  not  idly  ■.nvfrn,  and  they  applied 
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anticipated,  he  was  slightly  stunned,  and  for  a  moment  he 
remained  half  bent  and  unconscious  of  his  situation.  At  this 
instant  Judith  rushed  from  the  cabin,  her  beauty  heightened  by 
the  excitement  that  produced  the  bold  act,  which  llushed  her 
cheek  to  crimson,  and,  throwing  all  her  strength  into  the  efi'ort, 
she  pushed  the  intruder  over  the  edge  of  the  scow,  headlong 
into  the  river.  This  decided  feat  was  no  sooner  accomplished 
than  the  woman  resumed  her  sway ;  Judith  looked  over  the 
stern  to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  the  man,  and  the 
expHfSsion  of  her  eyes  softened  to  concern ;  next,  her  cheek 
crimsoned  between  shame  and  surprise,  at  her  own  temerity ; 
and  then  she  laughed  in  her  own  merry  and  sweet  maimer. 
All  this  occujned  less  than  a  minute,  when  the  arm  of  Deer- 
slayer  was  thrown  around  her  waist,  and  she  was  dragged 
swiftly  within  the  protection  of  the  cabin.  This  retreat  was  not 
effected  too  soon.  Scarcely  were  the  two  in  safety,  when  the 
forest  was  filled  with  yells,  and  bullets  began  to  patter  against 
the  logs. 

The  ark  being  in  swift,  motion  all  this  while,  it  was  b<Tond 
the  danger  of  pursuit  by  the  time  these  little  events  had 
occurred ;  and  the  savages,  as  soon  as  the  first  burst  of  their 
anger  had  subsided,  ceased  firing,  with  the  consciousness  that 
they  were  expending  their  ammunition  in  vain.  When  the 
scow  came  up  over  her  grajmel,  Ilutter  tripped  the  latter,  in  a 
way  not  to  imjH^de  the  motion ;  and  being  now  b<»yond  the 
influence  of  the  current,  the  vessel  continued  to  drift  ahead,  until 
fairly  in  the  open  lake,  though  still  near  enough  to  the  land  to 
render  exposure  to  a  rifle-bullet  dangerous.  Hutter  and  March 
got  out  two  small  sweeps,  and,  covered  by  the  cabin,  they  soon 
urged  the  ark  far  enough  from  the  shore  to  leave  no  inducement 
to  their  enemies  to  make  any  further  attempt  to  injure  them. 


CHAPTER  V. 


AsoTUBR  consulwtion  look  [ikpe  in  the  forwarii  putt  of  the 
■cow,  at  wliicii  both  Judith  anil  Hetir  were  present.  As  no 
danger  could  now  approach  uiiM*en,  immediate  uneasinMW  had 
given  place  U>  tlic  concern  wliicli  ntt^udod  tho  conviction  tliat 
enemies  were,  in  considerable  force-,  on  the  shores  of  the  lake, 
and  that  Uiev  might  be  sure  no  pttictiealjle  mennft  uf  accom- 
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of  what  honor  is,  and  ^twill  be  a  tight  log  tliat  hides  a  canoe 
from  their  eyes." 

"You're  right,  Deerslayer,**  cried  Harry  March;  "you're 
downright  Gospel  in  this  matter,  and  I  rej'ice  that  my  bunch  of 
bark  is  safe  enough  here,  within  reach  of  my  arm.  I  calcilate 
they'll  l>e  at  all  the  rest  of  the  canoes  afore  to-niorrow  night, 
if  they  are  in  ra'al  'arnest  to  smoke  you  out,  old  Tom,  and  wo 
may  as  wtll  overhaul  our  paddles,  for  a  pull." 

Hutter  made  no  immediate  reply.  He  looked  about  him  in 
silence  for  quite  a  minute,  examining  the  sky,  the  lake,  and  the 
belt  of  forest  which  inclosed  it,  as  it  might  be  hermetically,  like 
one  consulting  their  signs.  Nor  did  he  find  any  alanning 
symptoms.  The  boundless  woods  were  sleeping  in  the  deep 
repose  of  nature,  the  heavens  were  placid,  but  still  luminous 
with  the  light  of  the  retreating  sun,  while  the  lake  looked  more 
lovely  and  calm  than  it  had  before  done  that  day.  It  was  a 
scene  altogether  soothing,  and  of  a  character  to  lull  the  pas- 
sions into  a  8j)ecies  of  holy  calm.  How  far  this  effect  was  j>ro- 
duced,  however,  on  the  party  in  the  ark,  must  appear  in  the 
progress  of  our  narrative. 

"  Judith,"  called  out  the  father,  when  he  had  taken  this  close 
but  short  survey  of  the  omens,  "  night  is  at  hand ;  find  our 
friends  food  ;  a  long  march  gives  a  sharp  appetite." 

"  We're  not  starving.  Master  Hutter,"  March  observed,  "  for 
we  filled  up  just  as  we  reached  the  lake,  and,  for  one,  I  j)refar 
the  comj)any  of  Jude  even  to  her  supj)er.  lliis  quiet  evening 
is  very  agreeable  to  sit  by  her  side." 

"Natur*  is  natur',"  objected  Hutter,  "and  must  be  fed. 
Judith,  see  to  the  meal,  and  take  your  sister  to  helj)  you.  I've 
a  little  discourse  to  hold  with  you,  friends,"  he  continued,  as 
Boon  as  his  daughters  were  out  of  hearing,  "  and  wish  the  girls 
away.  You  see  my  situation ;  and  I  should  like  to  hear  your 
opinions  concerning  what  is  best  to  be  done.  Three  times  have 
I  been  burnt  out  already,  but  that  was  on  the  shore ;  and  I've 
considered  myself  as  pretty  safe  ever  since  I  got  the  castle 
bniltj  and  the  ark  afloat    "My  other  accidents,  hovrev^t^  W^ 
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pcned  in  peaceable?  times,  Wing  Dotbiiig  more  thttn  such  flurrieB 
Ks  n  mau  must  lucet  iritb,  in  tbu  n-oods  ;  but  tbis  matter  loolu 
serious,  aiicl  vour  ideiis  would  greatly  relieve  my  wind." 

"  It's  niy  uution,  old  Tom,  tliiit  you,  and  your  bula,  and  your 
tmps,  nnd  your  wliolo  possessions,  heretiway,  are  iu  desperate 
jijipardy,"  returned  tbe  matttr-of-fact  Hurry,  wlio  saw  no  uae 
in  tonce.ilmt'nL  "  Accordin'  lo  my  ideea  of  i-alie,  they're  alto- 
gt'tlicr  not  wortb  balf  as  much  to-dny  as  tliey  was  yesterday, 
nor  would  1  give  more  for  'em,  taking  tbe  pay  in  ckiua." 

"Then  I've  cliiMreii  I"  continual  tlie  &tlii^r,  making  the  allu- 
sion iu  a  n'ay  that  It  might  have  puuiled  even  au  iodifferL^nt 
observer  to  suy  was  inlended  as  a  bait,  or  as  an  exclamation  of 
pii I ernal  concern,  "diiugbtera,  as  you  know.  Hurry,  and  good 
girU  too,  t  may  say,  though  1  om  their  father." 

"  A  man  mnv  bay  anvtliing.  Master  Huttor,  particularily 
when  pressed  by  time  and  drcumiitanees.  You've  darters,  as 
you  fay,  and  one  of  them  liasn't  her  equal  on  the  frontiers  for 
gix)1  louks.  whatever  she  may   have  for  good  behavior.     As 
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like  my  own,  but  one  that  has  proved  true  so  often  ag^in  the 
game,  big  and  little,  that  I'll  answer  for  its  sarvicc  ag'in 
mortals." 

^  May  I  depend  on  you  to  stand  by  me  and  my  daughters, 
then,  Deerslayer?"  demanded  the  old  man,  with  a  father's 
anxiety  in  his  countenance. 

**  That  may  you,  Floating  Tom,  if  that's  your  name ;  and  tis 
a  brother  would  stand  by  a  sister — a  husband  his  wife — or  a 
suitor  his  sweetheart.  In  this  strait  you  may  count  on  me, 
through  all  advarsities ;  and  I  think  Hurry  does  discredit  to 
his  natur'  and  wishes,  if  you  can't  count  on  him." 

"  Not  he,"  cried  Judith,  thrusting  her  handsome  face  out  of 
the  door ;  "  his  nature  is  hurry,  as  well  as  his  name,  and  he'll 
huity  off,  as  soon  as  he  thinks  his  fine  figure  in  danger.  Neither 
'  old  Tom,'  nor  his  *  gals,'  will  depend  much  on  Master  March, 
now  they  know  him,  but  you  they  will  rely  on,  Decrslayer ;  for 
your  honest  face  and  honest  heart  tell  us  tliat  what  you  promise 
you  will  perform." 

This  was  said,  as  much,  perhaps,  in  affected  scorn  for  Hurry, 
as  in  sincerity.  Still,  it  wjis  not  said  without  fei'ling.  The  fine 
fece  of  Judith  sufficiently  proved  the  latter  circumstjmce ;  and 
if  the  conscious  March  fancied  that  he  had  never  seen  in  it  a 
stronger  display  of  contempt — a  feeling  in  which  the  beauty  was 
apt  to  indulge — than  while  she  was  looking  at  him,  it  certainly 
seldom  exhibited  more  of  womanly  softness  and  sensibility,  than 
when  her  speaking  blue  eyes  were  turned  on  his  travelUng 
companion. 

**  Leave  us,  Judith,"  Flutter  ordered  sternly,  before  either  of 
tlie  young  men  could  reply  ;  "  leave  us ;  and  do  not  return  until 
you  come  with  the  venison  and  fish.  The  girl  has  been  sj)oili 
by  the  flattery  of  the  officers,  who  sometimes  find  their  way  up 
here.  Master  March,  and  you'll  not  think  any  harm  of  her  silly 
words." 

"  You  never  said  truer  syllable,  old  Tom,"  retorted  Hurry, 
who  smarted  under  Judith's  ol>servations ;  "  the  devil-tongued 
yoangsters  of  the  ganrison  have  proved  her  undoing  I     I  scarce 
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know  Jude  iiti}'  longer,  au<l  sliull  soon  take  to  admirii^  her 
sister,  who  U  gt-tlitig  to  be  much  moru  to  iny  ftincy." 

"  Tin  fr[ivX  to  hear  thb,  Qflrrf,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  sign  that 
j'ou're  coining'  to  your  right  senitea.  Ilctty  noulU  make  a  much 
s.nr<.'r  and  mora  nttional  compHuion  tlian  JuJc,  mid  would  Im 
much  the  most  likely  to  listen  to  your  suit,  as  the  officcre  have, 
1  greatly  fcar,  unsettled  her  sister's  mind." 

"  No  man  need  asattr  wife  than  Hetty,"  said  Huiry,  Inugbing, 
"though  I'll  not  answer  for  her  being  of  the  most  rational.  Ifut 
no  matter ;  Deenlayer  baa  not  mUconceived  me,  when  he  ti>ld 
you  I  should  be  found  at  my  post.  I'll  not  quit  you,  uncle  Tom, 
just  now,  whatever  maybe  myfeclin'a  and  iut^ntions  respecting 
jour  eldest  diirter." 

Hurry  had  a  respectable  reputation  for  prowess  among  his 
a-ssocintes,  mid  Hutter  heard  this  pledge  with  a  »iatisGict>on  tliat 
wa.s  not  concealed.  Even  tha  great  persona!  strength  of  such 
uri  aid  became  of  moment,  in  moving  the  ark,  as  well  as  in  tlio 
^]u«'ii»i  I  if  hand-to-limid  conflicts,  that  wore  not  imfrwjuent  in  llie 
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^  That  you've  made  a  vast  mistake,  old  man,  in  calling  savage 
blood,  human  blood,  at  all.  I  think  no  more  of  a  red-skin's 
scalp  than  I  do  of  a  pair  of  wolf's  ears ;  and  would  just  as  lief 
linger  money  for  the  one  as  for  the  other.  With  white  jKK)ple 
'tis  ditferent,  for  tliey've  a  nat'ral  avarsion  to  being  sadp<»d ; 
whereas  your  Indian  shaves  his  head  in  readiness  for  the  knife, 
and  leaves  a  lock  of  hair  by  way  of  bnigg}ulo<no,  tliat  one  can 
lay  hold  of  in  tlie  bargain." 

"That's  manly,  however,  and  I  felt  from  the  first  that  we 
had  only  to  get  you  on  our  side,  to  have  yon  heart  and  hand," 
returned  Tom,  loning  all  his  reserve,  as  he  gained  a  renewed 
confidence  in  the  disposition  of  his  companion.  "Something 
more  may  turn  up  from  this  inroad  of  the  red-skin^  than  they 
bargained  for.  Deerslayer,  I  conclude  youVe  of  Hurry's  way  of 
thinking,  and  look  upon  money  'ariied  in  this  way  as  being  a^^ 
likely  to  pass  as  money  'arned  in  trapping  or  hunting." 

"I've  no  such  feelin',  nor  any  wish  to  harbor  it,  not  I." 
returned  the  other.  "  My  gifts  are  not  scalpers'  gifts,  but  such 
as  belong  to  my  religion  and  color.  I'll  stand  by  you,  old  man, 
in  the  ark  or  in  the  castle,  the  canoe  or  the  wooils,  but  I'll  not 
unhumanize  my  natur'  by  falling  into  ways  that  God  intended 
for  another  race.  If  you  and  Hurry  have  got  any  thought*  that 
lean  towards  the  Colony's  gold,  go  by  yourei'lves  in  s'arch  of  it, 
and  leave  the  females  to  my  cjire.  Much  as  I  must  difl'er  from 
you  both  on  all  gifts  that  do  not  j>roperly  lx*long  to  a  white 
man,  w^e  shall  agree  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  strong  to  tiike 
care  of  the  weak,  especially  when  the  Lost  belong  to  them  that 
natur'  intended  man  to  protect  and  console  by  his  gentleness 
and  strenijth." 

"  Ilurry  Harry,  that  is  a  lesson  you  might  learn  and  practise  on 
to  some  advantage,"  said  the  sweet,  but  spirited  voice  of  Judith, 
from  the  Ciibin ;  a  proof  that  she  had  overheard  all  that  had 
hitherto  been  said. 

"No  more  of  this,  Jude,"  called  out  the  father  angrily. 
"Move  further  off;  we  are  about  to  talk  of  matters  unfit  for  a 
woman  to  listen  to." 


whether 
little,  he  pur- 


Hiitter  did  not  take  nnj  aUips,  however, 
he  was  olx'ypd  or  not,  but,  dropping  his  v 
BUed  the  discoiirpe. 

"The  young  man  is  right,  Huny,"  he  said;  "and  we  can 
leiive  (lie  tLildren  in  Lis  care.  Now,  my  idea  is  just  tliis ;  anil 
I  think  you'll  agree  that  it  is  rational  and  correct.  Tliere's  n 
birso  \}aTly  of  these  savages  on  the  shore  ;  and,  though  I  didn't 
tell  it  hcforo  the  ,eirls,  for  they're  womanish,  and  apt  to  be 
trirmblcfioine  when  anything  like  real  work  is  to  be  done,  there\i 
women  ainung  'em.  This  I  know  from  moccBsin  print* ;  and 
'tis  hkely  they  ari'  hunters,  after  all,  wiio  huve  been  out  so  long 
that  tiiey  know  nothing  of  the  war,  or  of  the  bounties." 

"  In  which  case,  old  Tom,  why  was  their  first  salute  an  at- 
tempt to  cut  all  our  throats !" 

"  We  don't  know  that  tlieir  design  was  so  bloody.  It's  na- 
tural and  tasy  for  an  Indian  to  fall  into  ambushes  and  flnrprises ; 
and,  no  doubt,  they  wishud  to  get  on  lK>ard  the  ark  first,  and  to 
muke  their  conditions  afterwards.     Tliat  a  disajip'inted  sav^e 
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that  warriore  have  come  out  to  call  in  their  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  to  get  an  early  blow." 

"  That  would  stand  the  courts,  artd  is  just  tlie  truth,"  cried 
Hurry ;  **  you've  got  it  now,  old  Tom,  and  I  should  like  to  hear 
what  you  mean  to  make  out  of  it" 

"  The  bounty,"  returned  the  other,  looking  up  at  his  attentive 
comj^anion,  in  a  cool  sullen  manner,  in  which,  however,  heartless 
cupidity,  and  indifference  to  the  means,  were  far  more  conspi- 
cuoas  than  any  feelings  of  animosity  or  revenge.  "  If  there's 
women,  there's  children ;  and  big  and  little  have  scalps ;  the 
Colony  pays  for  all  alike." 

"  More  shame  to  it,  that  it  should  do  so,"  interrupted  Deer- 
slayer  ;  "  more  shame  to  it,  that  it  don't  understand  its  gifts, 
and  pay  greater  attention  to  the  will  of  God." 

"  Hearken  to  reason,  lad,  and  don't  cry  out  afore  you  under- 
stind  a  case,"  returned  the  unmoved  Hurry ;  "  the  savages 
scalp  your  fri'nds,  the  Delawares,  or  Mohicans,  whichever  they 
may  be,  among  the  rest ;  and  why  shouldn't  we  scalp  ?  I  will 
own,  it  would  be  ag'in  right  for  you  and  me,  now,  to  go  into 
tlie  settlements  and  bring  out  scalps,  but  it's  a  very  different 
matter  as  concerns  Indians.  A  man  shouldn't  take  scalj)s,  if  he 
isn't  ready  to  be  scali)ed,  himself,  on  fitting  occjisions.  One 
good  turn  desarves  another,  all  the  world  over.  That's  reason, 
and  I  beheve  it  to  be  good  religion." 

''Ay,  Master  Hurry,"  again  interrupted  the  rich  voice  of 
Judith,  "  is  it  rehgion  to  say  that  one  bad  turn  deserves 
another  ?" 

"  I  '11  never  reason  ag'in  you,  Judy,  for  you  beat  me  with 
beauty,  if  you  can't  with  sense.  Here  's  tlie  Canadas  paying 
their  Injins  for  scalps,  and  why  not  we  pay " 

"  Our  Indians !"  exclaimed  the  girl,  laughing  with  a  sort  of 
melancholy  merriment.  "  Father,  father !  think  no  more  of 
this,  and  listen  to  the  advice  of  De«Tslaver,  who  his  a 
conscience ;  which  is  more  than  I  can  siiy  or  think  of  Harry 
March." 

Hatter  now  F06e,  and,  entering  the  cabin,  he  compelled  his 
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daughtere  to  go  into  tlie  adjoining  room,  when  he  secured  both 
tliy  doois,  and  returned.  Thou  hp  lUid  Hurry  pursued  the 
Eubji.H.'t ;  but,  as  tha  purport  of  all  tiiat  nns  nialerial  iu  tliis 
discourse  will  nppear  in  the  narrative,  it  need  not  be  related 
here  in  detiiil.  The  reader,  however,  caii  have  no  difficulty  in 
com  prehi'n ding  the  mondity  thnt  presided  over  their  conference. 
It  W3.1,  in  truth,  that  iihich,  in  some  form  or  otlier,  rules  moRt 
of  the  acts  of  men,  and  in  which  the  controlling-  principle  it 
iJiat  one  wrong  will  justify  another.  Their  enemies  ptud  for 
ttualps,  and  this  was  xuffieient  to  justify  the  Colony  for  retxhating. 
It  is  true,  the  French  u«ed  the  same  argument,  a  circumstance,  as 
Hurry  took  occasion  to  obeorve  in  answer  to  one  of  Iteerslayer's 
objections,  that  proved  its  truth,  as  mortal  eiieniics  would  not  be 
likely  to  have  recourse  to  tlie  same  re.ison  unless  it  were  a  good 
one.  But  neither  Hutter  nor  Hurry  was  a  man  likely  to  stick 
at  trifles  in  matters  connected  with  the  right  of  the  aborigines, 
!unce  it  is  one  of  the  consequences  of  aggression  that  it  hardens 
the  only  means  of  quieting  iL     In  the  most 
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an  InjiD ;  and  the  white  man  like  a  white  man.  Some  of  their 
teachers  say  that  if  you're  struck  on  the  cheek,  it's  a  duty  to 
turn  the  other  side  of  the  face,  and  take  another  blow,  instead 
of  seeking  revenge,  whereby  I  understand " 

"  That's  enough  1"  shouted  Uurry ;  **  that's  all  I  want  to 
prove  a  man's  doctrine !  Uow  long  would  it  take  to  kick  a 
man  through  the  Colony — in  at  one  ind,  and  out  at  the  other, 
on  that  principle  ?" 

"Don't  mistake  me,  March,"  returned  the  young  hunter, 
with  dignity ;  "  I  don't  understand  by  this  any  more  than  that 
it's  best  to  do  this,  if  possible,  Revong«  is  an  Injin  gift,  and 
forgiveness  a  white  man's.  That's  all.  Overlook  all  you  can  is 
what's  meant ;  and  not  revenge  all  you  can.  As  hv  kicking, 
Master  Uurry,"  and  Deerslayer's  sun-burnt  cheek  flushed  as  he 
continued,  "into  the  Colony,  or  out  of  the  Colony,  that's 
neither  here  nor  there,  seeing  no  one  proposes  it,  and  no  one 
would  be  likely  to  put  up  with  it.  What  I  wish  to  say  Is,  that 
a  red-skin's  scalping  don't  justify  a  pale-face's  scali>ing." 

"  Do  as  you're  done  by,  Deerslayer ;  that's  ever  the  Christian 
parson's  doctrine." 

"  No,  Hurry,  I've  asked  the  Moravians  consarning  that ;  and 
it's  altogether  different  *  \)o  as  you  would  Xra  done  by,'  they 
tell  me,  is  the  true  saying,  while  men  practyse  the  false.  They 
think  all  the  Colonies  wrong  that  offer  bounties  for  scjilps,  and 
beheve  no  blessing  will  follow  the  measures.  Above  all  things, 
they  forbid  revenge." 

"  That  for  your  Moravians !"  cried  March,  snapping  his 
fingers ;  "  they're  the  next  thing  to  Quakers ;  and  if  you'd 
believe  all  they  tell  you,  not  even  a  'rat  would  be  skinned,  out 
of  marcy.     Who  ever  heard  of  marcy  on  a  musk  rat !" 

The  dis<lainful  manner  of  Hurry  prevented  a  reply,  and  he 
and  the  old  man  resumed  the  discussion  of  their  jilans  in  a  more 
quiet  and  confidential  manner.  This  confidence  lasted  until 
Judith  appeared,  bearing  the  simple  but  savory  supper.  March 
observed,  with  a  little  surprise,  that  she  placed  the  choicest 
\a\&  before  Deerslayer,  and  that  in  the  little  nameless  atte.ntlouii 


it  she  deemed  Liiu  tlu'  linii<iri'il  l^ii<  ~i, 

0  the  waywardness  and  c'Hioirj'  of  (hii 

;  him  little  concern,  and  he  ato  with 

no  degree  dislurbLNl  by  any  moral 

ilTiwIc'd  food  of  thn  foTPsts  oBL-ring  the  fewest 

e  i^rnlitic.ition  of  ibis  groat  nnimnl  indui- 

ivitlistiuiding  t]ie  hearty  meal  both  had 

s  ill  no  ranimer  behind  hia  compnnioD  in 

10  swnc  had  greatly  changed.  The  lake  was 
isy,  but  the  gloom  of  tho  hour  had  sueoeeded 
of  a  summer  evening,  and  all  within  the<lark 
h1»  lay  iu  the  quiet  rejwsc  of  niglit.  The 
I  song,  or  cry,  or  even  murmur,  but  looked 
I  on  thu  lowly  basin  they  eodrded,  in  ftoli-mn 
the  only  sound  tliat  wns  audible,  iras  the  re^lai 
*,  at  whieh  Hurry  and  Deerslayer  lazily  pushed, 
:irk  towards  the  castle.  Iluttor  had  withdrawn 
if  the  Bcuw,  in  onler  to  gt«er,  but,  finding  that  the 
f  kt.pt  even  strwkes,  and  held  tlie  dwiiwl  uourae  by 
he  permitted  the  oar  to  drf^  in  the  water,  Uxik 
id  of  tiie  ve^el,  and  lighted  his  pipe.  Re  had 
'TV  Hetty  came  stealthily 
Le.1  that  imrt  of 
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ID  every  age,  comiDg  from  and  being  addressed  to  the  feelings. 
Hutter  never  listened  to  this  simple  strain  without  finding  his 
heart  and  manner  softened  ;  facts  that  his  daughter  well  knew, 
and  by  which  she  had  often  profited,  through  the  sort  of  holy 
instinct  that  enlightens  the  weak  of  mind,  more  especially  in 
their  aims  towards  good. 

Hetty's  low  sweet  tones  had  not  been  raised  many  moments, 
when  the  dip  of  the  oars  ceased,  and  the  holy  strain  arose  singly 
on  the  breathing  silence  of  the  wilderness.  As  if  she  gathered 
courage  with  the  theme,  her  powers  appeared  to  increase  as  she 
proceeded ;  and  though  nothing  vulgar  or  noisy  mingled  in  her 
melody,  its  strength  and  melancholy  tenderness  grew  on  the 
ear,  until  the  air  was  filled  with  this  simple  homage  of  a  soul 
tliat  seemed  almost  spotless.  That  the  men  forward  were  not 
indifferent  to  this  touching  interruption,  was  proved  by  their 
inaction ;  nor  did  their  oars  again  dip  until  the  last  of  the  sweet 
sounds  had  actually  died  among  the  remarkable  shores,  which, 
at  that  witching  hour,  would  waft  even  the  lowest  modulations 
of  tlie  human  voice  more  than  a  mile.  Hutter  was  much 
affected ;  for  rude  as  he  was  by  early  habits,  and  c'ven  ruthless 
as  he  had  got  to  be  by  long  ex[>osure  to  the  ]>ractices  of  the 
wilderness,  his  nature  was  of  that  fi^'irful  mixture  of  good  and 
evil  that  so  generally  enters  into  the  moral  composition  of 
man. 

"  You  are  sad  to-night,  child,"  said  the  father,  whose  maimer 
and  language  usually  assumed  some  of  the  gentleness  and  eleva- 
tion of  the  civilized  life  he  had  led  in  youth,  when  he  thus  com- 
muned with  this  particular  child  ;  "  we  have  just  escaped  firom 
enemi«?8,  and  oui^lit  rather  to  njoice." 

**  You  can  never  do  it,  father  !"  said  Hetty,  in  a  low  remon- 
strating manner,  taking  his  hard  knotty  hand  into  both  her  own  ; 
**  you  have  talked  long  with  Harry  March ;  but  neither  of  you 
have  the  heart  to  do  it !" 

"  This  is  going  b<*yond  your  means,  foolish  child  ;  you  must 
have  been  naughty  enough  to  have  listened,  or  you  could  know 
DoUung  of  our  talk.'' 
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'•  Wljy  should  jou  and  Hurry  kill  people — especially  women 
ntid  cliilJren  T 

"  Peace,  girl,  gmnce ;    we  are  at  war,  and  muHt  do  to  onr 

"  That's  ni)t  it,  father !  I  heard  Dccrstiiyer  say  how  it  was. 
Voii  must  do  to  your  enemies,  as  you  urith  your  eoetiiies  wuuld 
do  to  you.     No  niuo  wislics  his  enemies  to  kill  him." 

"  We  kill  our  enemies  in  war,  girl,  lest  they  should  kill  us. 
One  side  or  the  other  must  begiu ;  and  them  that  bc^n  first, 
arc  most  apt  to  get  the  victory.  You  know  nothing  about 
these  tilings,  poor  Hetty,  and  had  best  say  nothing." 

"Judith  says  it  is  wrong,  £athcr;  and  JudJtli  hat  senw, 
though  I  have  none." 

"Jude  understand'^  better  tlutn  to  talk  Ui  me  of  these  mat- 
ters ;  for  she  h^  sunse,  as  yon  say,  and  knows  I'll  not  bear  iL 
Which  would  you  [irefer,  Uetiy ;  to  have  your  own  sradp  takeo, 
and  sold  to  the  French,  or  that  we  should  kill  our  eneiniia,  and 
keejj  them  from  harming  us  i" 
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thai  ever  visits  the  lake ;  and,  as  Jude  is  the  greatest  beauty,  I 
don't  see  why  they  shouldn^t  come  together.  He  has  as  much 
as  promised  that  he  will  enter  into  tliis  job  with  me,  on  condi- 
tion that  m  consent*' 

Hetty  began  to  move  h«r  body  back  and  forth,  and  other- 
wise to  express  mental  agitation ;  but  she  made  no  answer  for 
more  than  a  minute.  Her  father,  accustomed  to  her  manner, 
and  suspecting  no  immediate  cause  of  concern,  continued  to 
smoke  with  the  apparent  phlegm  which  would  seem  to  belong 
to  that  particular  species  of  enjoyment 

"  Hurry  is  handsome,  father,"  said  Hetty,  with  a  simple  em- 
phasis, that  she  might  have  hesitated  about  using,  had  her  mind 
been  more  alive  to  the  inferences  of  others. 

"  I  told  you  so,  child,"  muttered  old  H utter,  without  remov- 
ing the  pipe  from  between  his  teeth  ;  "  he's  the  likeliest  youth 
in  these  parts ;  and  Jude  is  the  likeliest  young  woman  I've  met 
with  since  her  poor  mother  was  in  her  best  days." 

**  Is  it  wicked  to  be  ugly,  father  ?" 

"  One  might  be  guilty  of  worse  things — but  you're  by  no 
means  ugly ;  though  not  so  comely  as  Jude." 

"  Is  Judith  any  happier  for  being  so  handsome  ?" 

**  She  may  be,  child ;  and  she  may  not  l>e.  But  talk  of 
other  matters,  now;  for  you  hardly  inderstand  these,  poor 
Hetty.     How  do  you  like  our  new  acquaintance,  Deerslayer !" 

"^  He  isn't  handsome,  father.  Hurry  is  far  handsomer  than 
Deerslayer." 

"That's  true;  but  they  say  he  is  a  noted  hunter!  His 
fiame  had  reached  me  before  I  ever  saw  him  ;  and  I  did  hoi>e 
he  would  prove  to  be  as  stout  a  warrior  as  he  is  dexterous  with 
the  deer.  All  men  are  not  alike,  howsever,  child  ;  and  it  takes 
time,  as  I  know  by  experience,  to  give  a  man  a  true  wilderness 
heart" 

**  Have  I  got  a  wilderness  heart,  father — and  Hurry,  is  his 
heart  true  wilderness  ?" 

**  You  sometimes  ask  queer  questions,  Hetty !     Your  heart 

IB  good,  cLlid,  and  fitter  for  the  settlements  than  for  the  ^OQd&\ 

5 


u'liilu  your  reoaon  is  filler  for  Ihe  woods  than   ibr  the  «etUe- 

''  Why  has  Jujilh  more  reftsoii  than  I,  father  i" 

"  IIi-iiVKn  help  thee,  child :— tliis  is  more  than  I  can  answer. 
God  gives  sense,  and  ai>j>earunce,  uiid  ill  these  things;  and 
liR  grikuta  them  as  he  seeth  fiL  Dost  tliou  wish  for  more 
seiiae  V 

"  Not  I.  The  little  I  have  tronllos  mo ;  for  when  I  think 
the  barUcst,  then  I  fwi  the  unhiipiiieat  I  don't  believe  think- 
ing is  guod  fur  me,  though  I  do  wish  I  was  as  haadsotii«  as 
Judith !" 

"  Why  so,  poor  child!  Thy  sister's  beauty  may  canBe  her 
trouhle,  as  it  uiuscd  her  mother  bofore  her.  It's  no  stlvaotage, 
Uetty,  to  be  so  innrked  for  anything  as  lo  become  an  object  of 
envy,  or  to  bo  sought  afUr  more  tlian  others." 

"  Mother  was  good,  if  she  tmi  handsome,"  returned  the  girl, 
the  tears  starting  to  her  eyes,  us  usu;01y  happened  when  she 
adverted  to  her  deceased  iturciit. 

Old  IlutliT,  if  [lot  ivju;illy  nffot-lva,  was  inw^ly  a 
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Hetty^s  simple  betrayal  of  her  weakness  in  behalf  of  March 
gave  him  uneasiness  on  a  subject  concerning  which  he  had  never 
felt  before,  and  he  determined  to  come  to  an  explanation  at 
once  with  his  visitor ;  for  directness  of  speech  and  decision  in 
conduct  were  two  of  the  best  qualities  of  this  rude  being,  in 
whom  the  seeds  of  a  better  education  seemed  to  be  constantly 
struggling  upwards,  to  be  choked  by  the  fruits  of  a  life  in  which 
hb  hard  struggles  for  subsistence  and  security  had  steeled  his 
feehngs  and  indurated  his  nature.  When  he  reached  the 
forward  end  of  the  scow,  he  manifested  an  intention  to  relieve 
Deerslayer  at  the  oar,  directing  the  latter  to  take  his  own  place 
aft.  By  these  changes,  the  old  man  and  llurry  were  again  left 
alone,  while  the  young  hunter  was  transferred  to  tlie  other  end 
of  tlie  ark. 

Hetty  had  disappeared  when  Deerslayer  reached  his  new 
post,  and  for  some  little  time  he  directed  the  course  of  the 
slow-moving  craft  by  himself.  It  was  not  long,  howuver,  before 
Judith  came  out  of  the  cabin,  as  if  disposed  to  do  the  honors? 
of  the  i>lace  to  a  stranger  engaged  in  the  service  of  her  family. 
The  star-light  was  suflficient  to  permit  objects  to  be  ])lainly 
distinguished  when  near  at  hand,  and  the  bright  eyes  of  the 
girl  had  an  expression  of  kindness  in  them,  when  they  met 
those  of  tlie  youth,  that  the  latter  was  ea«*ily  enabled  to 
discover.  Her  rich  hair  shaded  her  spirit(?d  and  yet  soft 
countenance,  even  at  that  hour  rendering  it  the  more  beautiful 
— as  the  rose  is  loveliest  when  reposing  amid  the  shadows  and 
contrasts  of  its  native  foliage.  Little  ceremony  is  used  in  the 
intercourse  of  the  woods  ;  and  Judith  had  acquired  a  readiness 
of  address,  by  the  admiration  that  she  so  generally  excited, 
which,  if  it  did  not  amount  to  forwardness,  certainly  in  no  degree 
lent  to  her  charms  tlie  aid  of  tliat  retiring  modesty  on  which 
poets  love  to  dwell. 

"I  thought  I  should  have  killed  myself  with  laughing, 
Deerslayer,"  the  beauty  abruptly,  but  coquettishly  commenced, 
**  when  I  saw  that  Indian  dive  into  the  river !  He  was  a 
good-looking  savage,  too,"  the  girl  always  dwe\t  ou  \t^!T^\\ai 


beauty   as    a   sort  of  Rurit,  "  and    jc-t    one   oouldn*t   stop  b> 
Conaiilcr  whether  liis  paint  wouU!  stninl  water  T' 

"  AdU  I  thuuglit  ilii'y  would  linte  kilk-d  yo\i  with  their 
we'poDS,  Juilitli,"  retunii-d  Lleerslnyer;  "it  was  an  awful  risk 
&>t  a  female  to  run  in  the  fiicc  of  a  dozen  Miugos  V 

"  bid  thai  make  yoa  come  out  of  tlio  cabin,  in  spite  of  tlieir 
rifles,  too  r  asked  the  girl,  with  more  real  interest  than  she 
would  have  cured  to  betray,  thoui^h  with  an  indifference  of 
muimer  that  was  the  result  of  a  good  deal  of  practice  united  ta 
Uiitive  readiness. 

"  Men  ar'n't  apt  to  see  femHlts  in  danger,  and  not  come  to 
a  Mingo  knows  that" 
1  uttered  with  ns  mueh  simplicity  of 
manner  as  of  feeling,  and  Judith  rew;irded  it  with  a  smile  so 
Kweet  that  even  Deerslayer,  who  had  imliibud  a  prejudice 
ag^nst  the  girl  in  consequence  uf  Hurry's  suspieions  of  her 
levity,  felt  its  charm,  iiotwith.-!tanding  half  its  winning  influence 
was   lost   in   tlie   feeble   lii^ht.     It   at   once   created  a  sort  of 
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The  latter  part  of  this  speech  was  not  uttered  without  uneasi- 
ness. Had  the  girl's  companion  been  more  soi)liisticated,  ho 
might  have  observed  the  averted  face,  the  manner  in  which  the 
pretty  httle  foot  was  agitated,  and  other  signs  that,  for  somo 
unexplained  reason,  the  opinions  of  March  were  not  quite  as 
much  matter  of  indiftcrence  to  her  as  she  thought  fit  to  pretend. 
Whether  this  was  no  more  than  the  ordinary  working  of  female 
vanity,  feeling  keenly  even  when  it  affected  not  to  feel  at  all,  or 
whether  it  proceeded  from  that  deeply-sea t<^d  consciousness  of 
right  and  wrong  wliich  God  himself  has  implanted  in  our 
breasts  that  we  may  know  good  from  evil,  will  be  made  morf^ 
apparent  to  the  reader  as  we  proceed  in  the  tale.  Dcerslayer 
felt  embarrassed.  He  well  remembered  the  cruel  imputations 
left  by  March's  distrust ;  and,  while  he  did  not  wish  to  injure 
his  associate's  suit  by  exciting  resentment  against  him,  his 
tongue  was  one  that  literally  knew  no  guile.  To  answer  without 
saying  more  or  less  than  he  wished,  was  consequently  a  delicate 
duty. 

"  March  has  his  say  of  all  things  in  natur',  whether  of  fri'nd 
or  foe,"  slowly  and  cautiously  rejoined  the  Iiuuter.  "  lie's  one 
of  them  that  speak  as  they  feel  while  the  tongue's  a-going,  and 
that's  sometimes  different  from  what  they'd  speak  if  th(»y  took 
time  to  consider.  Give  me  a  Delaware,  Judith,  for  one  that 
reflects  and  ruminates  on  his  idees !  Inmity  has  made  'em 
thoughtful,  and  a  loose  tongue  is  no  riccomend  at  their  council 
fires." 

"  I  dare  say  March's  tongue  goes  free  enough  when  it  gets 
on  the  subject  of  Judith  Hutter  and  her  sister,"  said  the  girl, 
rousing  herself  as  if  in  careless  disdain.  "  Young  women's 
good  names  are  a  pleasant  matter  of  discourse  with  some  that 
wouldn't  dare  to  be  so  open-mouthed  if  there  was  a  brother  in 
the  way.  Master  March  may  find  it  pleasant  to  traduce  us,  bat 
sooner  or  later  he'll  repent !" 

**  Nay,  Judith,  this  is  taking  the  matter  up  too  much  in 
'amest.  Hurry  has  never  whisi)ered  a  syllable  ag'in  the  good 
name  of  Hetty,  to  begin  with — " 


"  I  see  how  it  is — I  see  how  it  is" — irapetnoiulf  intertnpled 
Judith.  "  /  am  the  uue  lie  sees  fX  to  scorch  with  his  withering 
toDgiie ! — Hl-Hj-,  indeed  ! — Poor  Hetty  V — slie  continued,  her 
voice  sinking  into  low  husky  tones,  that  seemed  neady  to  stifle 
hyr  iu  the  utterance — "  »Ae  is  beyond  and  above  his  sUnderous 
malice  !  Poor  ilelty  !  If  Ood  iias  crested  her  feeble-minded, 
the  weakness  lies  altogether  on  the  side  of  erroni  of  which  she 
seems  lo  know  nothing.  The  earth  never  held  a  purer  being 
than  Hclly  Uulter,  Itcetslajer." 

"  I  can  believe  it— yn,  I  can  believe  that,  Judith,  and  I  hope 
'arncstly  that  the  same  can  be  said  of  her  handsome  nister.^ 

There  was  a  soothing  sincerity  in  the  voice  of  Deerslayer, 
wliich  touched  the  girl's  feelings ;  nor  did  the  allusion  lo  her 
beauty  Icsaeti  the  eflect  with  one  who  only  knew  too  well  the 
[lower  of  her  j^rsonal  charms.  Nevertheless,  the  s^ll,  small 
voice  of  conscieuCG  was  not  hushed,  and  it  prompted  the  answer 
which  she  raadw  after  giving  herself  time  to  reflecL 

"  I  dare  say  Uurry  had  some  of  his  vile  hints  about  the 
Mple  of  ihe  garrisons,"  she  added.      "  He  knows  tliey  are 
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the  avenues  of  sound  ;  and  then  Judith  arose,  and  grasped  the 
hand  of  tlie  hunt«r,  almost  convulsively,  with  one  of  her  own. 

"  Dterebiyer,"  she  said,  hurriedly,  "  I'm  gliid  the  ice  ia  broke 
between  us.  Tliey  say  llint  Hudden  friendships  li.>nd  to  long 
enmities,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  turn  out  so  with  ns.  I 
know  not  how  it  is — but  you  arc  the  first  man  I  ever  inet,  who 
did  not  seem  to  wish  to  flnllef — to  wish  niy  ruin — to  be  an 
enemy  in  disguise — never  mind  ;  say  noUiing  to  Hurry,  and 
another  time  we'll  talk  together  .igiiin." 

As  (he  girl  released  her  grasp,  she  vanished  in  the  house, 
lea\ing  the  astoDLshed  young  man  standing  at  the  slJ.'e ring-oar, 
as  molionleas  as  one  of  the  pines  on  the  hills.  So  absrr.icU'd, 
indeed,  bad  his  thoughfs  become,  that  he  was  hailed  by  llutter 
to  ke<'p  the  scow's  head  in  the  right  direction,  before  he  remem- 
bered his  actual  situation. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

]  ipnllg  Uh  apcaule  Ai>(al,  ihonfh  la  prUn, 


V  nflcr  tbc  disaiipuiihtiFi;  uf  Juditli,  »  light  southerlj' 
ariU  Butter  set  a  latye  »qni»re-».iil,  thnt  Imd  oiiiw  been 
Ic  flj  ii>g  top-sail  of  an  Albuny  eloop,  but  which  hsTing  become 
Breadl«re  in  eatcliing  the  breezes  ot'  THjipui,  had  been  con- 
Imincd  and  Ecild.  He  had  a  light  tough  s])Hr  of  tamtiradi  tlmt 
lid  raise  on  occasiuu,  and  with  a  little  contrivanci',  his 
Mia  s]<Tead  to  the  wind  in  u  sufficiently  profewional  idhh- 
'I'lje  I'Ifett  on  the  ark  was  such  as  to  auperscde  the  nece»- 
rowing;  and  iu  alH>iit  two  Imurs  tbi;  ensile  "bs  seen,   in 
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60  many  cunning  ways  of  attacking,  that  I  look  upon  it  as  bad 
enough  to  deal  with  'm  under  a  bright  sun.  I  built  this  dwell- 
ing in  order  to  have  'em  at  arm's  length,  in  case  we  should 
e\'er  get  to  blows  again.  Some  people  think  it's  too  open  and 
exposed,  but  Fm  for  anchoring  out  here,  clear  of  underbrush  and 
thickets,  as  the  surest  means  of  making  a  safe  berth." 

**  You  was  once  a  sailor,  they  tell  me,  old  Tom  ?''  said  Hurry, 
in  his  abrupt  manner,  struck  by  one  or  two  expressions  that  the 
other  had  just  used,  **  and  some  people  believe  you  could  give 
us  strange  accounts  of  inimies  and  shipwrecks,  if  you'd  a  mind 
to  come  out  with  all  you  know  ?" 

**  There  are  people  in  this  world,  Hurry,"  returned  the  other 
evasively,  "  who  live  on  other  men's  thoughts ;  and  some  such 
often  find  their  way  into  the  woods.  What  I've  been,  or  what 
Fve  seen  in  youth,  is  of  less  matter  now  than  what  the  savages 
are.  It's  of  more  account  to  find  out  what  will  happen  in  the 
next  twenty-four  hours  than  to  talk  over  what  happened  twenty- 
four  years  since." 

'•That's  judgment,  Deerslayer;  yes,  that's  sound  judgment. 
Here's  Judith  and  Hetty  to  take  care  of,  to  say  nothing  of  our 
own  to]>-knots  ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  can  sleep  as  well  in  the  dark 
as  I  could  under  a  noon-day  sun.  To  me  it's  no  great  matter 
whether  there  is  light  or  not,  to  see  to  shut  my  eyes  by.'' 

As  Deerslayer  seldom  thought  it  necessary  to  answer  his 
companion's  peculiar  vein  of  humor,  and  Hutter  was  evidently 
indisposed  to  dwell  longer  on  the  subject,  its  discussion  ceased 
with  this  remark.  The  latter  had  something  more  on  his  mind, 
however,  than  recollections.  His  daughters  had  no  sooner  left 
them,  with  an  expressed  intention  of  going  to  bed,  than  he 
invited  his  two  companions  to  follow  him  again  into  the  scow. 
Here  the  old  m«n  opened  his  project,  keeping  back  the  portion 
that  he  had  reserved  for  execution  by  Hurry  and  himself. 

"  Tlie  great  object  for  [)eoi)le  posted  like  ourselves  is  to  com- 
mand the  water,"  he  commenced.  "  So  long  as  there  is  no 
other  craft  on  the  lake,  a  bark  canoe  is  as  good  as  a  man-of-war, 
since  the  castle  will  not  be  easily  taken  by  swimming.    Now, 

6* 


Ibera  are  but  five  canoes  remoiniug  in  these  parts,  two  of  which 
are  mine,  and  one  ia  Huny'a.  These  lliree  we  have  with  lis 
here  ;  one  b(:ing  faslenod  in  the  ranoe-dotk  bcneHih  the  house, 
nnil  the  other  two  being  alongside  the  ecow.  The  other  canoe:> 
ni-Q  housed  on  the  shore,  in  hollow  logs,  and  the  savages, 
who  are  such  venomous  enemiufi,  will  leave  no  likely  place 
nnetiimined  in  the  morning,  if  they're  serious  in  s'arch  of 
bounties " 

"Now,  friend  HutU^r,"  intemipled  Hurry,  "the  Indian  don't 
live  that  can  find  a  cnnoe  that  ia  suitably  wintered.  I've  done 
Homething  at  this  business  bt'fon>  now,  and  Deerslayer  hera 
knowa  that  I  am  one  that  caD  hide  a  craft  in  such  a  way  that  I 
can't  find  it  myself." 

"  Very  true.  Hurry,"  put  in  the  person  to  whom  the  appeal 
had  been  made,  "  but  you  overlook  the  sarcumatance  that  if  you 
couldn't  see  the  trail  of  the  man  who  did  the  job,  JcohU.  Tm 
of  Ma.ster  Butter's  mind,  that  it's  far  wiser  to  inistlrust  a 
aavatte'i  ingenuity,  than  to  build  iinv  i^at  expectations  on  his 
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from  the  scolding  of  a  Dutch  housekeeper  on  the  Mohawk.  I 
don't  expect  you'll  prove  much  of  a  warrior,  Deerslayer,  tliough 
your  equal  with  the  bucks  and  tlie  does  don't  exist  in  all  these 
parts.  As  for  the  ra'al  sar\'ice,  however,  you'll  turn  out  rather 
rearward,  according  to  my  consait." 

"  We'll  see,  Hurry,  w^e'll  sec,"  returned  the  other  meekly  ;  so 
far  as  human  eye  could  discover,  not  at  all  disturbed  by  these 
expressed  doubts  concerning  his  conduct  on  a  point  on  which 
men  are  sensitive,  precisely  in  the  degree  that  they  feol  the  con- 
sciousness of  demerit  ;  "  having  never  been  tried,  I'll  wait  to 
know,  before  I  form  any  opinion  myself;  and  then  there'll  be 
sartainty,  instead  of  bragging.  I've  heard  of  them  that  was 
valiant  afore  the  fight,  who  did  little  in  it ;  and  of  them  that 
waited  to  know  their  own  tempers,  and  found  that  they  weren't 
as  bad  as  some  expected,  when  put  to  the  proof." 

**  At  any  rate,  we  know  you  can  use  a  paddle,  young  man,'' 
said  Hutter,  "  and  that's  all  we  shall  ask  of  you  to  night  Let 
us  waste  no  more  time,  but  get  into  the  canoe,  and  do  in  place 
of  talking." 

As  Huttvcr  led  the  way,  in  the  execution  of  his  project,  the 
boat  was  soon  ready,  with  Hurry  and  Deerslay(?r  at  the  paddles. 
Before  the  old  man  embarked  himself,  however,  he  held  a  con- 
ference of  several  minutes  with  Judith,  entering  the  house  for 
that  purpose ;  then,  returning,  he  took  his  place  in  the  canoe, 
which  left  the  side  of  the  ark  at  the  next  instant 

Had  there  been  a  temple  reared  to  God,  in  that  solitary 
wilderness,  its  clock  would  have  told  the  hour  of  midnight  as 
the  party  sot  forth  on  their  expedition.  The  darkness  had  in- 
creased, though  the  night  was  still  clear,  and  the  light  of  the 
stars  sufficed  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  adventurers.  Hutter 
alone  knew  the  places  where  the  canoes  were  hid,  and  he  di- 
rected the  course,  while  his  two  athletic  companions  raised  and 
dipped  their  paddles  with  proper  caution,  lest  the  sound  should 
be  carried  to  the  ears  of  their  enemies,  jicross  that  sheet  of  placid 
water,  in  the  stillness  of  deep  night.  But  the  bark  was  too 
liglit  to  xeqxnre  nny  extmonlinnry  efforta,  and  ?WW  ^\\\i!v\yvw!; 


t]i<?  f!:ici>  of  Htrviigtli,  in  about  half  an  hour  they  were  Approach- 
iDg  the  shore,  nt  a  ]ioitit  near  a  league  from  tlic  castle. 

"  Lny  on  your  pajiiica,  ineti,"  saitl  lluttt^r,  in  a  low  voice, 
■■  and  lei  us  loi>k  about  us  fur  a  momeuL  We  must  now  be  all 
Byea  and  ears,  for  these  vermin  hitTe  noses  like  bloodhounds." 

The  shores  of  the  lake  were  examined  closely,  in  order  to 
discover  any  gliniini^ring  of  light  tlmt  mii^ht  have  been  led  io 
ft  camp ;  and  the  men  strained  their  eyes,  in  the  obscurity,  to 
ten  if  some  thread  of  smoke  was  not  still  stealing  along  the 
mountain-side,  as  it  ari»e  from  the  dying  embers  of  a  fira. 
Notliing  unusual  could  bo  traced ;  and  as  the  position  was  n[ 
some  disUince  from  the  uullt^t,  or  tlie  sjiot  where  the  savages  hnil 
been  met,  it  was  ihoniflit  safe  to  hind.  The  paddlea  were  plied 
again,  and  the  bows  of  the  cnuoe  ground  upon  the  gravelly 
beach  witli  a  gentle  motion,  iind  nsouud  burely  audible.  Hutter 
and  Hnrry  immwliatcly  larnifd,  the  former  currying  his  own  and 
his  friend's  rifle,  leaving  Deerslayer  in  charge  of  tlie  canoe.  The 
hollow  log  lav  a  little  distance  up  the  side  of  the 
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but  the  descent  was  extremely  difficult ;  and,  towards  the  end  of 
their  little  journey,  Deerslaycr  was  obliged  to  land  and  meet 
them,  in  order  to  aid  in  liftintr  the  canoe  throutrh  the  bashes. 
With  his  assistance  the  task  was  successfully  accomplished,  and 
the  light  craft  soon  floated  by  the  side  of  the  other  canoe. 
I'his  was  no  sooner  done,  than  all  three  turned  anxiously  to- 
wards the  forest  and  tlie  mountain,  expecting  an  enemy  to 
break  out  of  the  one,  or  to  come  rushing  down  the  other.  Still 
the  silence  was  unbroken,  and  they  all  embarked  with  the 
caution  that  had  been  used  in  coming  ashore. 

Uutter  now  steertKl  broad  off  towards  the  centre  of  the  lake. 
Having  got  a  sufficient  distana^  from  the  shore,  he  ca.<  his 
prize  loose,  knowing  that  it  would  drift  slowly  up  the  lake  be- 
fore the  light  southerly  air,  and  intending  to  find  it  on  his  re- 
turn. Thus  relieved  of  his  tow,  the  old  man  held  his  way  down 
the  lake,  steering  towards  the  very  point  where  Hurry  had  made 
his  fruitless  attempt  on  the  Hfo  of  the  deer.  As  the  distjmce 
from  this  point  to  the  outlet  was  less  than  a  mile,  it  was  like 
entering  an  enemy's  country;  and  redoubled  caution  became 
necessary.  Tliey  reached  the  extremity  of  the  jwint,  however, 
and  landed  in  safety  on  the  little  gravelly  beach  already  men- 
tioned. Unlike  the  last  place  at  which  they  had  gone  ashore, 
here  was  no  acclivity  to  ascend,  the  mountains  looming  up  in 
the  darkness  quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  wi»st,  leaving  a 
margin  of  level  ground  between  them  and  the  strand.  Tiie  point 
itself^  though  long,  and  covered  with  tall  trees,  was  nearly  flat,  and, 
for  some  distance,  only  a  few  yards  in  width.  Untter  and  Hurry 
landed,  as  before,  leaving  their  companion  in  charge  of  the  boat. 

In  this  instance,  the  dead  tree  that  conbiined  tiie  canoe  of 
which  they  had  come  in  quest  lay  alwut  half-way  between  the 
extremity  of  the  narrow  slip  of  lanil  and  the  place  where  it 
joined  tbo  main  shore ;  and,  knowing  that  there  was  water  so 
near  him  on  his  left,  the  old  man  led  the  way  along  the  eastern 
side  of  the  belt  with  some  confidence,  walking  boldly,  though 
still  with  caution.  He  had  hinded  at  the  j>oint  expressly  to  get 
a  ghmpee  into  the  bay,  and  to  make  certain  tlinl  \hQ  oo^X.  ^^ 


clear ;  otherwise  he  would  bave  come  ashore  direcUy  abreast  of 
the  hollow  tree.  There  wna  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  latter, 
from  which  the  canoe  wns  drawn  as  beforp,  and,  instead  of 
carrj-ing  it  down  to  the  jjlace  where  Detrelaycr  lay,  it  via 
launched  at  (ht  nearest  javorable  spot.  As  soon  as  it  was  in 
iho  water,  Hurry  entered  it,  and  paddled  round  to  ttj«  point, 
whitlier  llutter  also  proceeded,  following  the  beach.  As  the 
three  men  had  now  in  their  possession  nil  the  boats  on  Uie  take, 
tlicir  confidence  was  greatly  increased,  and  there  wns  no  longer 
the  same  feveiish  desire  to  quit  the  shore,  or  the  suiue  necessity 
for  extreme  caution,  Their  position  on  the  extremity  of  the 
lung,  narrow  bit  of  land,  added  to  the  feeling  of  security,  as  it 
permitted  sn  enemy  to  ap)iroach  in  only  one  direction,  that  in 
their  front,  and  nndcT  circumstances  tliat  would  render  discovery, 
with  their  habitual  vigilance,  almost  certain.  The  three  now 
hmdcd  together,  and  stood  grouped  in  consultation  oa  tlie 
gravelly  jioiut. 

"  We've  fiiirlv  tree'd   tin"  seamps,"  said   Hurrr.  ehiicVlinfr  at 
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^  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world."  There  was  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt  that  this  fire  had  been  kindle<l  at  an  encampment  of 
the^ Indians.  The  situation,  sheltered  from  observation  on  all 
ades  but  one,  and  even  on  that  except  for  a  very  short  distance, 
proved  that  more  care  had  been  taken  to  conceal  the  spot  than 
would  be  used  for  ordinary  purposes,  and  Hutter,  who  knew 
that  a  spring  was  near  at  hand,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best 
fishing-stations  on  the  lake,  immediately  inferred  that  this 
encampment  contained  the  women  and  children  of  the  party. 

"  That's  not  a  warrior's  encampment,"  he  growled  to  Hurry ; 
"and  there's  bounty  enough  sleeping  round  that  fire  to  make  a 
heavy  division  of  head-money.  Send  the  lad  to  the  canoes,  for 
there'll  come  no  good  of  him  in  such  an  onset,  and  lot  us  take 
the  matter  in  hand  at  once,  like  men." 

"  There's  judgment  in  your  notion,  old  Tom,  and  1  like  it  to 
the  back-bone.  Deerslayer,  do  you  get  into  the  canoo,  lad,  and 
paddle  off  into  the  lake  with  the  spare  one,  and  set  it  adrift, 
as  we  did  with  the  other;  after  which  you  can  float  along 
shore,  as  near  as  you  can  get  to  tlie  head  of  the  bay,  keeping 
outside  the  point,  howsever,  and  outside  the  rushes,  too.  You 
can  hear  iis  when  we  want  you  ;  and  if  there's  any  delay.  Til 
call  like  a  loon — yes,  that'll  do  it — the  call  of  a  loon  shall  be 
the  signal.  If  you  hear  rifles,  and  feel  like  sogering,  why,  you 
may  close  in,  and  see  if  you  can  make  the  same  hand  with  the 
savages  that  you  do  with  the  deer." 

"If  my  wishes  could  be  followed,  this  matter  would  not  be 
undertaken,  Hurry " 

"  Quite  true — nobody  denies  it,  boy  ;  but  your  wishes  carCl 
be  followed ;  and  that  inds  the  matter.  So  just  canoe  your- 
self off  into  the  middle  of  the  lake,  and  by  the  time  you  get 
back  there'll  be  movements  in  that  camp  !" 

Tlift  young  man  set  ab^>ut  comj)lying  with  grefit  reluctance 
and  a  heavy  heart.  He  knew  the  prejudice's  of  the  frontier- 
men  too  well,  however,  to  attempt  a  remonstrance.  Tlie  latter, 
indeed,  under  the  circumstances,  might  prove  dangerous,  as  it 
would  certmnly  prove  useless.    He  paddled  the  canoe.,  \]liQ;t^ioT^^ 
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nlently,  and  witb  the  former  cnutioD,  to  a  spot  n< 

of  the  plucid  shiM^t  of  water,  and  net  the  boat  just  t 

adrifl,  to  float  towards  the  castle,  before  the  1i<^ht  southerly  air. 

This  expedient   had   been  adopted,  in  both  cases,  under  thb 

certainly  that  the  drift  could  not  carry  the  light  barks  more  than 

ft  league  or  two,  before  the  return  of  hght,  when  tliey  uigbt 

easily  be  overtaken.     In  order  to  prevent  any  wandering  savage 

from  using  them,  by  swimming  off  and  gettjng  poesesajon,  a 

[MK^ble,  but  scarcely  a  probable  event,  all  the  paddles  were 

retained. 

No  sooner  had  he  set  the  recovered  canoe  adrift,  than  Deer- 
^laycr  turned  the  bows  oF  his  own  towards  the  point  on  the  Bhore 
that  had  ht-en  indicated  bj  Hurry.  So  light  was  the  nKwe- 
nient  of  the  liltie  craft,  and  so  steady  the  sweep  of  its  master's 
arm,  that  ten  minutes  had  not  olaj>sed  ere  it  U'as  ^ain  npproHGh- 
ing  tlie  land,  having,  in  that  brief  time,  passed  over  fully  half  a 
mile  of  distance.  As  soon  u.t  Deershiyer's  eye  caught  a  glimpse 
of  thti  rushes,  of  which  there  were  many  growing  in  the  wat«r 
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liiH  experience  had  been  limited  to  the  courses  of  rivers  and 
s^niaUer  streams,  and  never  before  had  he  seen  so  much  of  that 
wilderness  which  he  so  well  loved,  spread  before  his  gaze. 
Accustomed  to  the  forest,  however,  his  mind  was  capable  of 
portra}iug  all  its  hidden  mysteries,  as  he  looked  upon  its  leafy 
surfiice.  This  was  also  the  first  time  he  had  been  on  a  trail 
where  human  hves  depended  on  the  issue.  His  ears  had  often 
drunk  in  the  traditions  of  frontier  warfare,  but  he  had  never  yet 
been  confronted  with  an  enemy. 

The  reader  will  readily  understand,  therefore,  how  intense 
must  have  been  the  ex}K^ctation  of  the  youi)i»;  mau,  as  he  sat 
m  his  solitary  canoe,  endeavoring  to  catch  the  smallest  sound 
tliat  might  denote  the  course  of  things  on  shore.  liis  training 
bad  been  perfect,  so  for  ns  theory  c<juld  go,  and  his  self-posses- 
sion, notwithstanding  the  high  excitement,  that  was  the  fruit  of 
novelty,  would  have  done  credit  to  a  veteran.  The  visible 
evidences  of  the  existence  of  the  camp,  or  of  the  tire,  could  not 
be  detected  from  the  spot  where  tlie  canoe  lay,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  depend  on  the  sense  of  liciiring  alone,  lie  did  not 
feel  impatient,  fur  the  lessons  he  had  h<'ard  taught  him  the 
rirtue  of  patience,  and,  most  of  all,  inculrattd  tlie  necessity  of 
wariness  in  conducting  any  covert  assault  on  the  Indians. 
Once  he  thought  he  heard  the  cracking  of  a  dried  twig,  but 
expectation  was  so  intense  it  might  misKsul  him.  In  this 
manner  minute  after  minute  passed,  until  the  whole  time  since 
he  left  his  companions  was  extended  to  quite  an  hour.  Deer- 
slayer  knew  not  whether  to  rejoice  in  or  to  mourn  over  this 
cautious  delay,  for,  if  it  augured  security  to  his  associates,  it 
foretold  destruction  to  the  feeble  and  innocent. 

It  might  have  been  an  hour  and  a  half  after  his  companions 
and  he  had  parted,  when  Deerslayer  was  aroused  by  a  sound 
tiiat  filled  him  equally  with  concern  and  surprise.  The  quaver- 
ing call  of  a  loon  arose  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
eridently  at  no  great  distance  from  its  outlet.  There  was  no 
mistaking  the  note  of  this  bird,  which  is  so  familiar  to  all  who 
know  the  sounds  of  the  American   lakes.     Shrilly  tremulou^^ 
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loud,  and  snilidently  prolonged,  it  seems  the  veiy  cry  ot  wuniti^ 
It  is  of)i.>ii  mised,  also,  at  night — nti  exception  to  the  hatnts  of 
moet  of  the  other  feathered  ininaU-a  of  tlie  wilderness ;  a  drcum- 
stance  which  bad  induced  Hurry  to  select  it  as  his  own  signal. 
There  hiul  bceu  sufficient  time,  certainly,  for  the  two  adveDtnren 
to  uiAke  tlieir  way  by  land,  from  the  point  where  they  had  been 
left  to  thiit  whence  the  ciill  had  come,  but  it  was  not  probable 
that  they  would  adopt  sucli  a  course.  Had  the  %amp  been 
deserted  they  would  have  sunmion<4  Deeralayor  to  the  shore, 
and,  did  it  prove  to  be  i>eoi)led,  thtre  could  be  no  sufficient 
niotive  forcireliiigil,  inorder  tore-enibark  at  so  great  a  distanc*. 
Should  he  obey  the  wgnal,  aud  be  drawn  away  from  the  land- 
ing, the  livcrt  of  those  who  depended  on  him  might  be  the 
forfeit — and,  should  he  neglect  the  call,  on  the  xuppo^tion  that 
it  had  been  really  made,  the  consequences  might  be  equally 
disastrous,  though  from  n  different  cause.  In  ihb  indeosion  he 
waited,  trusting  that  the  call,  whether  feigned  or  natural,  would 
bo   speedily  renewed.     Nor   was   ho   mistaken.     A  very  few 
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his  liold  of  the  rush,  and  dashed  his  paddle  into  the  water  ;  to 
do,  he  knew  not  what — to  steer,  he  knew  not  whither.  A  very 
few  moments,  however,  removed  his  indecision.  The  breaking 
of  branches,  tlie  cracking  of  dried  sticks,  and  the  fall  of  feet  were 
distinctly  audible;  tlie  sounds  appearing  to  approach  the 
water,  lliough  in  a  direction  tliat  led  diagonally  towards  the 
shore,  and  a  little  further  north  than  the  spot  that  Deerslayer  had 
been  ordered  to  keep  near.  Following  this  clue,  the  young  man 
uiged  the  canoe  ahead,  paying  but  little  attention  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  might  betray  its  presence,  lie  had  reached  a  part 
of  the  shore,  where  its  immediate  bank  was  tolerably  hiirh  and 
quite  steep.  Men  were  evidently  threshing  through  the  bushes 
and  trees  on  the  summit  of  this  bank,  following  the  line  of  the 
shore,  as  if  those  who  fled  sought  a  favorable  place  for  descend- 
ing. Just  at  this  instant  five  or  six  rifles  flashed,  and  the  oppo- 
site hills  gave  back,  as  usual,  the  sharp  reports  in  prolonged 
rolling  echoes.  One  or  two  shrieks,  Hke  those  which  escape  the 
bravest  when  suddenly  overcome  by  unexpected  anguish  and 
alarm,  followed ;  and  then  the  threshing  among  the  bushes 
was  renewed,  in  a  way  to  show  that  man  was  grappling  with 
man. 

"  Slippery  de\il !"  shouted  Hurry  with  the  fury  of  disappoint- 
ment— **  his  skin's  greased !  I  shan't  grapple  ! — Take  that  for 
your  cunning !" 

The  words  were  followed  by  the  fall  of  some  heavy  object 
among  the  smaller  trees  that  fringed  the  bank,  apjK»aring  to 
Deerslayer  as  if  his  gigantic  associate  had  hurled  an  enemy  from 
him  in  this  unceremonious  manner.  Again  the  flight  and  pur- 
suit were  renewed,  and  then  the  young  man  saw  a  human  form 
break  down  the  hill,  and  rash  several  yards  into  the  water.  At 
this  critical  moment  the  canoe  was  just  near  enough  to  the  s])ot 
to  allow  this  movement,  which  was  accompanied  by  no  little 
uoise,  to  be  seen ;  and  feeling  that  there  he  must  take  in  his 
companion,  if  anywhere,  Deerslayer  urged  tlie  cimoe  fijrward  to 
the  rescue.  His  paddle  had  not  been  raised  twice,  when  the 
voice  of  Hurry  was  heard  filling  the  air  with  iinpTecatio\^>  «Lud 


■  hill-  prostrate,  aiiJ  iilniisi  ^iiiijilii.'r.>'t  "iili  Li-  I'"-, 

outier  man  gave  his  loon-cnll,  in  a  inaniier  iliui 

M'iled  laughter  under  circumslances  \e»a  terrific 

the  water  seemed  suddenly  to  rejwnt  bis  own 

led  tn  the  shore  to  nid  hia  coiiipnnion,  but  vas  met 

iiilelv  overpowered  by  half  a  dozen  fresh  ptmueis, 

iL-n,  carne  leaping  duwii  the  bank. 

,  j'ou  painted  ri|.tyles — let  up !"  cried  Hurry,  too 

il  to  )>e  particular  about  the  terms  he  used  ;  "isn't  It 

t  I  ain  witLed  like  a  saw-log  lliat  ye  must  cbok« 

■peech  satksfied  Deerslayer  that  bis  friends  were  prisoners, 

!■  land  would  be  to  share  their  fate.     He  was  already 

p  hundred  feet  uf  the  shore,  when  a  few  timely  strokes  of 

)nly  arrested  liis  advance,  but  forced  him  i^fi*  to 

t-iirht  times  that  disl&nco  froin  iiis  encraiee.     Luckily  for 

11  of  the  Indians  had  dropped  their  rifli-s  in  the  pumuit,  or 

might   not  have    been   efii;ct«d    with    iiiipiinity ; 

s  had  noted  the  cauue  iu  the  first  confuiJon  of  the 


'  oir  the  laud,  lad,"  called  imt  Uutter ;  "  the  girls 

)U,  now :  you  will  want  all  your  caution  lo 

Keep  olT.  and  God   pro^jier  vou,  as  you 
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on   that   much.    My   exper'ence    is    small,    but  my   will   is 
good." 

"Ay — ay,  Deerslayer,"  returned  Hurry,  in  his  stentorian 
voice,  which  was  losing  some  of  its  heartiness,  notwithstanding — 
"  Ay,  ay,  Deerslayer,  you  mea7i  well  enough,  but  what  can  you 
irfo  /  You're  no  great  matter  in  tlie  best  of  times,  and  such  a 
person  is  not  likely  to  turn  out  a  miracle  in  the  worst  If  there's 
one  savage  on  this  lake  shore  tliere's  forty,  and  that's  an  army 
you  ar'n't  the  man  to  overcome.  The  best  way,  in  my  judgment, 
will  be  to  make  a  straight  course  to  the  castle  ;  get  tlie  gaLs  into 
the  canoe,  with  a  few  eatables ;  then  strike  otf  for  the  corner  of 
the  lake  where  we  came  in,  and  take  the  best  trail  for  the 
Mohawk.  These  devils  won't  know  where  to  look  for  you  for 
some  hours,  and  if  they  did,  and  went  off  hot  in  the  pursuit, 
they  must  turn  either  the  foot  or  the  head  of  the  lake  to  get  at 
you.  That's  my  judgment  in  the  matter ;  and  if  old  Tom  here 
wishes  to  make  his  last  will  and  testament  in  a  manner  favorable 
to  his  darters,  he'll  say  the  same." 

"  Twill  never  do,  young  man  "  rejoined  Hutter.  **  The  enemy 
has  scouts  out  at  this  moment,  looking  for  canoes,  and  you'll  be 
Been  and  taken.  Trust  to  the  castle ;  and,  above  all  things, 
keep  clear  of  the  land.  IIoKl  out  a  week,  and  parties  from  the 
garrisons  will  drive  the  savjiges  off." 

"'T won't  be  four-and-twenty  hours,  old  fellow,  afore  these 
foxes  will  be  rafting  off  to  storm  your  castle,"  interrupted  Hurry, 
with  more  of  the  heat  of  argument  than  might  be  expected  from 
a  man  who  was  bound  and  a  captive,  and  about  whom  nothing 
could  be  called  free  but  his  opinions  and  his  tongue.  **  Your 
advice  has  a  stout  sound,  but  it  will  have  a  fatal  tarmination. 
If  you  or  I  was  in  the  house,  we  might  hold  out  a  few  days,  but 
remember  that  this  lad  has  never  seen  an  inimy  afore  to-night, 
and  is  what  you  yourself  called  settlement-conscienced  ;  though, 
for  my  part,  I  think  the  consciences  in  the  settlements  pretty 
much  the  same  as  they  are  out  here  in  the  woods.  These 
savages  are  making  signs,  Deerslayer,  for  me  to  encourage  you 
to  come  ashore  with  the  canoe ;  but  that  I'll  nevet  do.  ?^  \1'% 
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ng'iu  rcasou  and  nAtur*.  As  for  old  Tom  and  mynel^  wbetiier 
they'll  scnlj)  us  tO'uight,  ke«p  us  for  tfac  torture  by  fire,  or  cany 
us  to  Oatiuila,  b  mure  tlian  any  one  knows  but  tlie  devil  that 
advisc-s  tiiein  kuw  to  net.  Tve  such  a  big  aud  bushy  Lend  that 
it's  quite  likely  they'll  indivor  to  get  two  scaljis  otT  it,  for  the 
bounty  is  a  tomptinir  tiling,  or  old  Tom  and  I  wooldn't  be  in 
this  Bcra]>c.  Ay — there  tlioy  go  with  their  signs  i^'in,  but  if  I 
advise  you  to  land  >u.iy  they  eat  me  as  well  aa  roast  me.  No, 
no,  IJeersIiiyer — do  you  keep  oflF  where  you  are,  and  after  day- 
liglit,  on  tio  account  come  within  two  liundred  yards — " 

This  injunction  of  Hurrj's  was  stopped  by  a  hand  being 
rudoly  flapped  against  his  moutli,  the  certain  sigu  that  some 
one  in  the  party  sufRcieotty  understood  English  to  have  at 
length  delisted  the  drift  of  his  discourse.  Immediately  after,  the 
whole  group  entered  the  forest.  Ilutt^r  and  Hurry  apparently 
making  no  resistance  to  th«  movement.  Just  as  the  sounds  of 
the  cracking  bushes  were  ceasing,  |jowever,  the  voice  of  the 
father  was  again  heard. 
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fbrest,  or  the  execrations  of  March,  would  have  been  a  rcHef  to 
the  feeling  of  desertion  to  which  it  gave  rise. 

Tills  paralysis  of  mind  and  body,  however,  could  not  last 
long  in  one  constituted  mentally  and  physically  like  Deerslayer. 
Dropping  his  paddle  into  the  water,  he  turned  the  head  of  the 
canoe,  and  proceeded  slowly,  as  one  walks  who  thinks  intently, 
towards  the  centre  of  the  lake.  When  he  believed  himself  to 
have  reached  a  point  in  a  line  with  that  where  he  had  set  the 
last  canoe  adrift,  he  changed  his  direction  northward,  keeping 
the  light  air  as  nearly  on  his  back  as  })ossible.  After  paddling 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  this  direction,  a  dark  object  became 
visible  on  the  lake,  a  little  to  the  right ;  and  turning  on  one 
side  for  the  purpose,  he  had  soon  secured  his  lost  prize  to  his 
own  boat.  Deerslayer  now  examined  the  heavens,  the  course 
of  the  air,  and  the  position  of  the  two  canoes.  Finding  nothing 
in  either  to  induce  a  change  of  j»lan,  he  lay  down  and  prepared 
to  catch  a  few  hours'  sleep,  that  the  morrow  might  find  him 
equal  to  its  exigencies. 

Although  the  hardy  and  the  tired  sleep  profoundly,  even  in 
scenes  of  danger,  it  was  some  time  before  Deerslayer  lost  his 
recollection.  His  mind  dwelt  on  what  had  passed,  and  his 
half-conscious  faculties  kept  figuring  the  events  of  the  night,  in 
a  sort  of  waking  dream.  Suddenly  he  was  up  and  alert,  for  he 
fiincied  he  heiird  the  preconcerted  signal  of  Ilurry  summoning 
him  to  the  shore.  But  all  was  still  as  the  grave  again.  The 
canoes  were  slowly  drifting  northward,  the  thoughtful  stars  were 
glimmering  in  their  mild  glory  over  his  head,  and  the  forest- 
bound  sheet  of  water  lay  embedded  between  its  mountains,  as 
calm  and  melancholy  as  if  never  troubled  by  the  winds,  or 
brightened  by  a  noon-day  sun.  Once  more  the  loon  raised  his 
tremulous  cry,  near  the  foot  of  the  lake,  and  the  mystery  of 
the  alarm  was  explained.  Deerslayer  adjusted  his  hard  pillow, 
stretched  his  form  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  and  slept 


CHAPTER     Vn. 

I.  placid  LeiDiin  :  Tbf  eonvuleil  I 


Dav  liad  fairly  dawned  before  the  young  man,  wboin  we 
t   in  the  tiituation  descriijcd   in  tlie  lost  i^hapUr,  ngain 
wned  big  eves.     Tliis  was  no  sooner  dune,  than  lie  atartt'J  up. 
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where  it  must  inevitably  touch,  unless  turned  aside  by  a  shift 
of  wind,  or  human  hands.  In  other  respects,  nothing  presented 
itself  to  attract  attention,  or  to  awaken  alarm.  The  castle 
stood  on  its  shoal,  nearly  abreast  of  the  canoes,  for  the  drift 
had  amounted  to  miles  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  tlie  ark 
lay  fastened  to  its  piles,  as  botli  had  been  left  so  many  hours 
before. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  Deerslayer's  attention  was  first  given 
to  the  canoe  aliead.  It  was  already  quite  near  the  point,  and  a 
very  few  strokes  of  the  paddle  sufficed  to  tell  him  that  it  must 
touch  belbre  he  could  possibly  overtake  it.  JiLst  at  this 
moment,  too,  the  wind  inopportunely  freshened,  rendering  the 
drift  of  the  light  craft  much  more  rapid  and  certain.  Feeling 
the  impossibility  of  preventing  a  contact  with  the  land,  the 
young  man  wisely  determined  not  to  heat  himself  with 
unnecessary  exertions ;  but  iirst  looking  to  the  priming  of  his 
piece,  he  proceeded  slowly  and  warily  towards  the  point,  taking 
care  to  make  a  little  circuit,  that  he  might  l>e  exi>08ed  on  only 
one  side,  as  he  approached. 

The  canoe  adrift  being  directed  by  no  such  intelligence, 
pursued  its  proper  way,  and  grounde<l  on  a  small  sunken  rock, 
at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  yards  from  tin*  shore.  Just  at 
that  moment,  Deerslayer  had  got  abreast  of  the  point,  and 
turned  the  bows  of  his  own  boat  to  the  land  ;  first  casting  loose 
his  tow,  that  his  movements  might  be  unencumlxjrod.  The 
canoe  hung  an  instant  on  the  rock  ;  then  it  rose  a  hairVbreadth 
on  an  almost  imperceptible  swell  of  the  waU'r,  swung  round, 
floated  clear,  and  reached  the  strand.  All  this  the  young  man 
noted,  but  it  neither  quickened  his  pulses  nor  hastened  his 
hand.  If  any  one  had  been  lying  in  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
waif,  he  must  be  seen,  and  the  utmost  caution  in  approaching 
the  shore  became  indispensable ;  if  no  one  was  in  ambusli, 
hurry  was  unnecessary.  Tli«  ])oint  being  nearly  diagonally 
opposite  to  the  Indian  encampment,  he  liop^'d  tin?  last,  thouj^h 
tho  former  Was  not  only  possible,  but  probable ;  for  th<'  8avage>s 
were  prompt  in  adopting  all  the  exf)edientA  of  th^T  l^«Lt\ic^sl?C[ 

6 


ntodes  of  warfare,  and  quite  likely  had  many  scouts  Marching 
the  shores  fur  cmfl  to  carry  tliciu  off  lu  the  castle.  As  a  cHancA 
nt  the  lake  frotri  any  height  or  projection  would  cx|>ose  th« 
Rinullest  obji-ct  on  its  suri'ucc.  there  was  little  hojie  tliat  either 
of  tile  cutiois  (.'uiihl  iMKi  iii]it(K-n  ;  ami  hidian  sagadty  needed 
III)  iuiitriU'Ciciti  to  tt'll  nhii-li  way  n  boat  or  a  lii;;  would  drift, 
ulit'ii  thu  dii'it'tioii  of  till'  wind  was  known.  Ah  l>ec>nilayGr 
drew  iicari-T  and  wam  to  the  laud,  the  stroke  of  his  jiuddl« 
grew  slowiT,  his  eye  l>ecfiiiu'  more  watchful,  and  Iiis  earn  and 
niwtril*  almost  diNiU'<l  with  the  ctliirt  to  detect  any  lurkii^ 
danjjer.  Twa'*  a  tryinj^  moment  for  a  novice,  nor  was  there 
the  enooHm<!t>mvnt  whieli  evi'n  the  timid  somi'tinies  feel,  whon 
consekiuit  of  IxHng  ohsen'ed  and  commended.  He  was  eotirelj 
alone,  thrown  on  hi$  own  ri'soiirei's,  and  wai  chciircd  by  no 
friendly  eye,  i-nilioldeneil  by  im  eneimrayin;;  voice.  Notwith- 
standing nil  tI'.«M?  circiilnslatui-s.  llie  must  eMjieriencfd  veteran 
in  forest  warfiire  toiil.l  n..t  have  shaved  U'lter.  t:.]naliy  free 
from  n-cklessni-st  and  lnwilatiun,  his  advance  was  marked  by  a 
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raoraent  the  young  man  desired.  IIo  rose  on  the  instant,  and 
levelled  his  own  rifle  at  his  uncovered  foe ;  but  his  finger 
hesitated  about  pulling  the  trigger  on  one  whom  he  held  at 
such  a  disadvantage.  This  little  delay,  probably,  saved  the  life 
of  the  Indian,  who  bounded  back  into  the  cover  as  swiftly  as  ho 
had  broken  out  of  it.  In  the  meantime  Dwrslayer  had  l)een 
swiftly  approaching  the  land,  and  his  own  cumoq  reached  the 
|>oint  just  as  his  enemy  disa})|)eared.  As  its  movements  had  not 
b<5en  directed,  it  touched  the  shore  a  f«'W  yards  from  the  oth<»r 
boat ;  and  tliough  the  rifle  of  his  foe  had  to  Ixj  loaded,  there 
was  not  time  to  secure  his  prizt»,  and  to  carry  it  beyond  danger, 
before  he  would  be  exposed  to  another  shot.  Under  th(i  cir- 
camstances,  therefore,  he  did  not  pause  an  instant,  but  dashed 
into  the  woods  and  souixht  a  cover. 

On  the  immediate  point  there  was  a  small  open  area,  partly 
in  native  grass,  and  partly  beach,  but  a  dense  fringe  of  bushes 
lined  its  upjHjr  side.  lliis  narrow  Ix^lt  of  dwarf  v(*g«'tation 
passed,  one  issued  immediately  into  the  hiirh  and  gloomy  vaults 
of  the  forest.  The  land  was  tolerably  level  for  a  few  hundred 
feet,  and  then  it  ros<;  precipitously  in  a  mountain-side.  Tho 
trees  were  tall,  large,  and  so  free  from  under-brush,  that  they 
resembled  vast  columns,  irr(?gularly  scattered,  uj»hol(ling  a  dome 
of  leaves.  Although  they  st<x>d  tolerably  close  together,  tor 
their  ages  and  size,  the  eye  could  |>enetrate  to  considerable 
distinces ;  and  bfxlif^  of  men,  even,  might  have  engaged 
beneath  their  cover,  with  conc4'rt  and  intelligence. 

Deerslayer  knew  that  his  adversary  must  be  employed  in 
re-loading,  unh^ss  he  had  fl«»d.  Tluj  form(»r  proved  to  Iw  the 
case,  for  the  young  man  had  no  so<jner  ]»hu.'ed  himself  l)ehind  a 
tree,  than  he  caught  a  glim|>si;  of  the  arm  of  the  Indian,  his 
body  being  concejded  by  an  oak,  in  the  very  act  of  forcing  the 
leathered  bullet  home.  Nothing  would  have  been  easier  than 
to  spring  forward,  and  decide  the  affair  by  a  close  assault  on  his 
iuij»repared  foe  ;  but  every  feeling  of  Dt?erslayer  revolted  at  such 
a  step,  although  his  own  life  had  just  been  attem])ted  from  a 
Cover.     lit?  was  yet  unpractised  in  the  rutliless  ex^iedi'.wLs  of 


lid  it  struck  liiin  Hs  an  uiiliiir  nilviiiiliigc   I<i  a— :iil 
Lie.     liis  culor  lithl  Lei^litetied,  Iiis  tye  frow[ii.-d, 
:«mpresaeJ,  atid  nil  his  euer^es  were  collected  and 
,  instoad  uf  advMtcing  lo  firw,  he  dropped  his  rifle  to 
■liuaitiijii  of  a  s[>ort&iiian  in  readiness  to  cntch  his  aim, 
i-i-d  to  hiiiiself,  urieunscioiis  that  he  wan  sfieakirig — 
LO — that  may    lie   red-skin  warfare,  but  it's   not  a 
s  gitb).     hat  the  miscnuint  chai^,  and  then  we'll  take 
•  men  ;  for  the  entioc  he  niiMl  not,  ftnd  ilinU  not  have. 
k-t  him  have  dme  to  loiid,  nnd  (Jod  will  take  care  of 

is  time  the   Tndinn    Imd  been   so  intent  on   his   own 

Is,  that  lie  was  even  ignorant  that  his  enemy  was  in 

His  only  ajiprehensiun  wa.<i,lhat  the  cnnoe  would  Iw 

red  and  carried  iiuay  before  he  might  be  io  rtndiaew  to 

lie  h-id  sought  tlie  cover  from  habit,  bat  was  williin 

I  liiet  of  tlie  fringe  of  bushes,  and  eould  be  at  tile   margin 

)  forest  in  readiness  to  tire  in  a  moment.     The  disbim^ 

en  him  and  h'm  enemy  was  about  fifty  yards,  mid  Ibo 

irran^Ted  by  nature  ihnt  the  line  of  sight  wnn  nut 

cept  by  the  particukt  trees  behind  which  e3»ch 

led.  than  the  snvi^  clainMHl 


t 
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Eiiglislk,  however,  and  caught  the  drift  of  tlio  other's  meaning. 
He  was  also  too  well  8cho<^led  to  betray  alarm,  but,  droppinir 
the  butt  of  his  rifle  to  the  earth,  with  an  air  of  confidence,  hi 
made  a  gesture  of  lofty  courtesy.  All  this  Wiis  done  witl)  the 
ease  and  self-jK>ssi\<vsion  of  one  accustomed  to  considt-r  no  man 
his  8Uj)erior.  In  the  midst  of  this  consummate  actiiii;,  however, 
the  volcano  that  ragod  within  caused  his  eyes  to  glare,  and  his 
nostrils  to  dilate,  like  those  of  some  wild  beast  that  is  suddenly 
prevented  from  taking  the  fatal  leap. 

"Two  canoe,"  he  said,  in  the  dt-ep  guttural  tones  of  his  race, 
holding  up  the  number  of  fingers  he  mentiont»d,  by  way  o*' 
preventing  mistaken;  "one  for  you — one  for  nu*." 

"  No,  no,  Mingo,  that  will  nevt-r  do.  You  own  neithor;  and 
neitlier  shall  you  have,  as  long  as  1  can  pnnent  it.  I  know  it's 
war  at  ween  your  ]K»oj)le  and  mine,  but  that's  no  rca^^on  why 
human  mortals  should  slav  each  other,  like  sava<;<*  creatures  that 
meet  in  the  woods  :  jjo  your  way,  tlKU,  and  leave  me  to  ffo 
mine.  The  world  is  large  enough  for  us  Inith  ;  and  when  we 
meet  fairly  in  battle,  why,  the  Lord  will  order  the  fate  of  each 
of  us.'' 

**  Good  r  exclaimed  the  Indian  ;  "  my  brother  missionary — 
great  talk ;  all  about  Manitou." 

"  Not  so — not  so,  warrior.  I'm  not  good  enough  for  the 
Mora\ians,  and  am  too  g(Kxl  for  most  r)f  the  other  vagabonds 
that  preach  about  in  the  woods.  No,  no,  I'm  only  a  hunter,  as 
yet,  though  afore  the*  ])eace  is  made,  'tis  lik<"  enough  there'll  be 
occasion  to  strike  a  blow  at  some  <»f  y<»ur  peoj>le.  Still,  1  wish 
it  to  be  done  in  fair  fight,  and  not  in  a  quarrel  al)out  the 
ownership  of  a  miserabhi  cano<»." 

"  (fOod  !  My  brotlier  very  young — but  he  very  wise. 
LitUe  warrior — great  talker.     Chief,  sometimes,  in  council." 

"I  don't  know  this,  nor  do  I  say  it,  Injin,"  returni»<l  Deer- 
slayer,  coloring  a  little  at  the  ilU'oncealed  sarcasm  of  the  otlw^r'a 
manner;  "  I  look  fon^ard  to  a  life  in  the  woods,  and  I  only  hojK* 
It  may  be  a  peaceable  one.  All  young  men  must  go  on  the 
-path,  when  there's  occasion,  but  war  isn't  needfully  massa- 


ere,  I've  seen  enough  of  tlie  last,  this  \'e(7  night,  to  know  lliat 
Provid'.'Dco  frowns  on  it;  and  I  now  invitt:  jou  lu  go  your  own 
ivuy,  while  I  go  mine ;  and  hope  thai  we  may  pari  fri'nds." 

"  Gooil !  My  brotlier  hss  two  scnlp — grey  liair  uuder  t'other. 
Old  wisdom — young  tongue." 

Ilere  the  savage  advanced  with  confidence,  his  hand  extenileil, 
his  fiice  Biniling,  and  his  whole  bnaring  denoting  amity  and 
respect  Dcerslnyer  met  his  offered  fiicntkhip  io  a  proper 
spirit,  nnd  tliey  shook  hands  nordi»lly,  each  endeavoring  to 
assure  the  other  of  his  sincerity  and  d^irc  to  be  at  [>GBce« 

"All  have  Ilia  own,"  said  the  Indian;  "my  canoe,  mine; 
your  i:anoe,  your'n.     Go  look  ;  if  your'n,  you  keep;  if  mine,  I 

"  Tiiat's  just,  red-skin  ;  though  you  must  be  wroDp  in  thinking 
the  canoe  your  pro])erty,  Uows..>ver,  seeiii'  is  believin',  and  we'll 
yo  down  to  the  shore,  where  you  may  look  with  your  own  eyes ; 
fur  it's  likely  you'll  object  to  trustin'  altogether  to  mine." 

The   Indian    uttered    his   favorite    eiclumation    of  "good!" 
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of  dispute   at  once,  as  the  quickest  wajr  of  settling  difficul- 
ties." 

While  Decrslayer  was  speaking,  ho  put  a  foot  against  the  en«l 
of  the  light  boat,  and  giving  a  vigorous  shove,  he  sent  it  out 
hito  tlic  lake  a  hundred  feet  or  more,  where,  taking  the  (rue 
current,  it  would  necessarily  float  past  the  point,  and  be  in  no 
further  danger  of  coming  a*»hore.  The  savage  started  at  this 
ready  and  decided  ex|>edient,  and  his  companion  saw  that  he 
cast  a  hurried  and  fierce  glance  at  his  own  canoe,  or  that  which 
contained  the  paddles.  The  change  of  manner,  however,  was 
but  momentary,  and  then  the  Iroquois  resumed  his  air  of 
^endliness,  and  a  smile  of  satisfaction. 

*•  Good  P  he  repeated,  with  stronger  emphasis  than  ever. 
**  Young  head,  old  mind.  Know  how  to  settle  quarrel.  Fare- 
well, brother.  lie  go  to  house  in  wat<.T — niuskrat  house — 
Injin  go  to  camp ;  tell  chiefs  no  find  canoe.'' 

Deerslayer  was  not  sorry  to  hear  this  proj)osal,  for  he  felt 
auxioiLs  to  join  the  females,  and  he  took  the  oft'ered  hand  of  the 
Indian  very  willingly.  The  parting  words  were  friendly,  and, 
while  the  red-man  walked  calmly  towards  the  wood,  with  the 
rifle  in  the  hollow  of  his  arm,  without  once  l<x>king  back  in 
uneasiness  or  distrust,  the  white  man  moved  towards  ihcj 
remaining  canoe,  carrying  his  pi<?ce  in  the  same  paeific 
manner,  it  is  true,  but  keej»ing  his  eyes  fasU?n(.'d  on  the  move- 
ments of  the  other.  This  distrust,  h()W(!\er,  s«'emed  to  be 
altogetlier  uncalled  for,  and,  as  if  jishamed  to  have  entertained 
it,  the  young  man  averted  his  look,  and  st<'p|Kd  carelessly  up  to 
his  boat  Here  he  began  to  j)ush  the  canoe  from  the  shore, 
and  to  make  his  other  j>reparatio!is  for  departing.  He  might 
have  been  thus  employeil  a  minute,  when,  liapp«'ning  to  turn 
his  face  towards  the  land,  his  quick  and  cerUiin  eye  told  him,  at 
a  glance,  the  imminent  jeopardy  in  whieh  his  life  wtis  placed. 
The  black,  ferocious  eyes  of  the  savage  were  ghincing  on  him, 
like  those  of  the  crouching  tigiT,  through  a  small  opening  in 
the  bushes,  and  the  muzzle  of  his  rillo  seemed  dready  to  bo 
opening  in  a  hne  with  his  own  body. 


Then,  indeed,  the  long  practice  of  Deerslttycr,  as  a  hunter,  did 
hiiiJ  good  spn'ice.  AcciiBtomed  to  fire  with  the  deer  on  the 
bounj,  ftiid  often  when  tiie  precise  position  of  tbe  animal's  body 
hod  in  a  manner  to  bo  gaeseed  at,  he  used  the  sainc  expedients 
here.  To  cock  and  iwise  his  rifle  were  the  acta  of  «  siiiglo 
moment  and  a  single  motion ;  then,  turning  almost  without 
Bigliting,  he  fired  into  tlie  bushes  where  he  knew  a  body  ought 
t<)  be,  ill  order  to  sustain  tlia  appalhng  countenance  which  nione 
was  visible.  There  was  not  time  to  raise  the  piece  any  higher, 
or  to  take  a  more  diUbemlc  aim.  So  rapid  were  his  move- 
mi^nts,  that  both  paTtirs  discharged  their  pieces  at  the  sHmo 
iiislant,  the  concussions  mingling  in  "Ue  re]Kirt.  The  monn- 
tiuns,  indeed,  gave  back  but  n  single  echo.  Deerslnjer  drop[ied 
liis  [liece,  and  stood,  witli  head  erect,  steady  as  one  of  the  pines 
ill  ihe  calm  of  a  June  inortiiiig,  watching  the  result ;  while  the 
Ravage  gave  the  yell  that  liai  become  bi.'^torical  for  its  appalling 
iuflneoce,  leajied  through  the  bushes  and  came  bounding  across 
the  open   ground,   flonrishing  a  tonialinwk.      Still   Deerelayer 
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Even  Chingachgook,  great  as  he  is  in  other  matters,  isn't 
downright  deadly  with  the  rifle." 

By  tliis  time  the  piece  was  reloaded,  and  Deerslayer,  after 
tossing  the  tomahawk  into  the  canoe,  advanced  to  his  victim, 
and  stood  over  him,  leaning  on  his  rifle,  in  melancholy  attention. 
It  was  the  first  instance  in  which  he  had  seen  a  man  fall  in 
battle — it  was  the  first  fellow-creature  against  whom  he  had 
ever  seriously  raised  his  own  hand.  The  sensations  were  no>'el ; 
and  regret,  with  the  freshness  of  our  better  feelings,  mingled 
with  his  triumph.  The  Indian  was  not  dead,  though  shot 
directly  through  the  bo<ly.  He  lay  on  his  back  motionless,  but 
his  eyes,  now  full  of  consciousness,  watched  each  action  of  his 
victor — as  the  fallen  bird  regards  the  fowler — jealous  of  e>  ory 
movement,  llie  man  probably  expected  the  fatal  blow  which 
was  to  ])reccde  the  loss  of  his  scalp ;  or  perhaps  he  anticipated 
that  this  latter  act  of  cruelty  would  precede  his  death.  Deer- 
slayer  read  his  thoughts;  and  he  found  a  melancholy  satisfac- 
tion in  relieving  the  apprehensions  of  the  helpless  savage. 

"  No,  no,  red-skin,"  he  said ;  *'  you've  nothing  more  to  fear 
from  me.  I  am  of  a  Christian  stock,  and  scalping  is  not  of  my 
gifts.  I'll  just  make  sartain  of  your  rifle,  and  then  come  back 
and  do  you  what  sanice  I  can.  Though  here  I  can't  stay 
much  longer,  as  the  crack  of  three  rifles  will  be  apt  to  bring 
5ome  of  your  devils  down  ujion  me." 

The  close  of  this  was  said  in  a  sort  of  a  soliloquy,  as  the 
young  man  went  in  quest  of  the  fallen  rifle.  The  piece  was 
found  where  its  owner  had  droj>ped  it,  and  was  immediately  put 
into  the  canoe.  Laying  his  own  rifle  at  its  side,  Deerslayei 
then  returned  and  stood  over  the  Indian  again. 

**  All  inmity  atween  you  and  me's  at  an  ind,  red-skin,"  he 
said  ;  '*  and  you  may  set  your  heart  at  rest  on  the  score  of  the 
scalp,  or  any  further  injury.  My  gifts  are  white,  as  I've  told 
you ;  and  I  hof>e  niy  conduct  will  be  white  also !" 

Could  looks  have  conveyed  all  they  meant,  it  is  probable 
I>eer8layer's  innocent  vanity  on  tlie  subject  of  color  would  have 
been  rebuked  a  little  ;  but  he  comprehended  the  gratitude  that 

6* 


wuB  expressed  in  the  eyes  of  the  dying  savaqe,  without  id  the 
U-iiat  delating  tlie  biller  sorciuini  tbat  struggled  nitb  Uie  betbv 
foiling. 

'■  WiiU^r  !"  ejaculated  the  thiraty  and  unfortuuate  creature ; 
"  yive  iKwr  Injin  water." 

"Aye,  water  you  sluill  Lave,  if  you  drink  the  lake  dry.  lU 
just  carry  yoii  down  to  it,  thai  you  may  take  your  fill.  This  is 
thL'  way,  they  tell  me,  with  all  wounded  people — water  is  tlieir 
greatest  comfort  and  delight" 

So  saying,  Deerslaycr  raised  the  Indiau  in  his  arma,  and 
carried  him  to  the  lake.  Here  he  first  helped  him  ta  take  an 
attitude  iu  which  he  could  ajipeaso  his  burning  tliit^t ;  after 
which  he  seated  himself  on  a  stone,  and  took  the  head  of  his 
wounded  odtersary  in  his  uwn  lap,  and  endeavored  to  sooth« 
liis  auguii^h  in  the  best  manner  he  could. 

"  It  would  be  sinful  in  me  to  tell  you  your  time  luidii't  oome, 
warrior,"  he  eoiniiienced,  "and  Iherefors  I'll  not  ssy  it  Vou've 
paHsed  the  middle  age  already,  and,  oonsiderin'  the  sort  of  lives 
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a9iy  pardon  at  such  times  ;  and  that,  I  conclude,  is  tlie  secreL 
Now,  as  for  myself,  I  overlook  alto«jether  your  designs  ag^iii  itiy 
life ;  first,  Ixn^ause  no  lio-m  ciinie  of  *em  ;  next,  b<.*eause  it*H 
your  gifts,  and  natur',  and  trainin',  and  I  ought  not  to  lia\c 
trustvd  you  at  all ;  and,  finaJly  and  chiefly,  becaiLse  I  aiu  K'ar 
no  ill-will  to  a  dying  man,  whether  heathen  or  Christian.  So 
put  your  heart  at  ease,  so  far  as  Fm  consarned  ;  you  know  best 
what  other  matters  oujjht  to  trouble  vou,  or  what  oujrht  to 
give  you  satisfiiction  in  so  trying  a  moment." 

It  is  probable  that  the  Indian  had  some  of  the  fearful 
glimpses  of  tlie  unknown  state  of  being  which  (iod  in  mercy 
seems  at  times  to  ati'ord  to  all  the  human  race ;  but  they  were 
necessarily  in  conformity  with  his  liabits  and  prejudices.  Like 
most  of  his  i>eople,  and  like  too  many  of  our  own,  he  thought 
more  of  dying  in  a  way  to  gain  a|>plause  among  those  he  left 
than  to  secure  a  better  sUite  of  existence  hereafter.  While 
Deerslayer  was  s{>eaking,  his  mind  was  a  little  bewildered, 
thoui^Ii  he  felt  that  the  intention  was  i^ood ;  and  when  he  had 
done,  a  regret  passed  over  his  spirit  that  none  of  his  own  tnbe 
were  present  to  witness  his  stoicism,  under  extreme  bodily  suf- 
ferinjj,  and  the  tirmness  with  which  he  met  his  end.  With  the 
higli  innate  courtesy  that  so  often  distinguishes  the  Indian  war- 
rior l>efore  he  becomes  corrujited  by  too  nmch  intercourse  with 
the  worst  class  of  the  white  men,  he  endeavored  t  >  express  his 
thankfulness  for  the  other's  g«x>il  intentions,  and  to  let  him  under- 
stand that  tliey  were  appreciated. 

"  Good  I"  he  ref)eated,  for  this  was  an  English  word  much 
used  by  the  savages — "  good — young  head  ;  young  Iieart^  too. 
Old  heart  tough  ;  no  shed  tear.  Hear  Indian  when  he  die,  anil 
no  want  to  lie — what  he  c^dl  him  ?" 

*'  I  )e«-'rslayer  is  the  name  I  Ix^ar  now,  though  the  Delawares 
have  siiid  that  when  I  g<'t  back  from  this  war-path,  I  shall  have 
a  more  manly  title,  provided  I  can  'am  one." 

**  That  good  name  for  lx)y — poor  name  for  warrior.  lie  gQt 
better  quick.     No  fear  there'^ — the  savage  had  strength  sufli- 


ciKiit,  uEitliT  tlio  strong  exdtcmeDt  he  ftlt,  to  raise  a  Laud  and 
tap  the  young  man  on  his  breast — "  eye  siirtain — Soger  light- 
ning— aim,  death — great  warriorsoon.  No  Ueerslnyer — Hawlc- 
eyB — Hawkeye — Hawkeye.     Sfiake  hand." 

D>?enlaycr— or  UawlM^yc,  as  tbe  youtk  was  then  first  named, 
Tur  in  after  years  he  bore  tlie  appellation  throughout  all  that 
region — Deerslayer  took  the  hand  of  the  savage,  whose  la«t 
breath  iras  drawii  in  that  attitude,  gating  in  admiratiou  at  th« 
countonnnce  of  a  stranger,  who  had  shown  so  much  readiness, 
likill,  and  firmneSH,  in  a  scene  that  was  equally  trying  and  novel. 
When  the  reader  remerobei'S  it  is  the  liighest  gratification  an 
Indian  can  receive  to  see  his  enemy  betray  weakness,  he  will 
be  better  able  to  apprepiate  the  conduct  which  hod  extorted  an 
great  a  concpssiou  at  such  a  moment. 

"  Hia  spirit  has  fled  I"  said  Deerelayer,  in  a  suppressed,  uielan- 
choly  voice.  "  .\li's  me!  Well,  to  liiis  wo  must  all  como, 
sooner  or  later ;  and  he  is  happiest,  let  his  skin  be  of  what  color 
■,  who  is  best  filled  to  meet  it.      Here  lies  the  Iwilv  of  nfi 
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the  body  of  the  dead  man  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  its  back 
against  the  httle  rock,  talking  tlie  necessary  care  to  prevent  it 
from  falling  or  in  any  way  settling  into  an  attitude  that  might 
be  thought  unseemly  by  the  sensitive,  tliuugh  wild  notions  uf  a 
salvage.  When  this  duty  was  performed,  the  young  man  stood 
gating  at  the  grim  countenance  of  his  fallen  fi)e,  in  a  sort  of 
melancholy  abstraction.  As  was  his  practice,  however,  a  habit 
gained  by  living  so  much  alone  in  the  forest,  he  then  begim 
again  to  give  utterance  to  his  thoughts  and  feelings  aloud. 

"  I  didn*t  wish  your  life,  red-skin,"  he  said,  "  but  you  left  me 
no  choice  atween  killing  or  being  killed.  Rtch  party  acted 
according  to  his  gifts,  I  suppose,  and  blame  can  light  on  neither. 
You  were  treacherou**,  according  to  your  natur'  in  war,  and  I 
was  a  little  oversightful,  as  I'm  apt  to  be  in  trusting  oth«rs. 
Well,  this  is  my  tirst  battle  with  a  human  mortid,  though 
it's  not  likely  to  be  the  last.  I  have  fou't  most  of  the  crea- 
tur's  of  the  forest,  such  as  bears,  wolves,  painters,  and  cata- 
mounts, but  this  is  the  beginning  with  the  red-skins.  If  I 
was  Injin  bom,  now,  I  might  tell  of  this,  or  carry  in  the  scalp, 
and  boast  of  the  expl'ite  afore  the  whole  tribe  ;  or,  if  my  inimy 
had  only  been  even  a  bear,  'twould  have  been  nat'ral  and  i)roper 
to  let  ever}' body  know  what  had  happened  ;  but  I  don't  well  see 
how  I'm  to  let  even  Chinfjachtjook  into  this  secret,  so  lonjr  as  it 
can  be  done  only  by  boasting  with  a  whit*j  t<jngue.  And  why 
should  I  wish  to  boast  of  it  a'ter  all  ?  It's  slaying  a  human, 
althouf^h  he  was  a  savaije ;  and  how  do  I  know  that  he  was  a 
just  Injin ;  and  that  he  has  not  been  t:iken  away  suddenly  to 
anything  but  hapj>y  hunting-grounds.  AA'hen  it's  onsartain 
whether  good  or  evil  has  l>een  done,  the  wi«*e^t  way  i.^  not  to  be 
boastful — still,  I  should  like  Chingachgook  to  know  that  I 
liaven't  discredited  the  Delawares  or  mv  training;  I" 

Part  of  this  was  uttered  aloud,  while  part  was  merely  mut- 
tered between  the  speaker's  teeth ;  his  mon»  coiifi<lent  opinions 
enjoying  the  first  advantage,  while  his  doubts  were  expressed  in 
the  latter  mode.  Soliloquy  and  reflection  received  a  startling 
mterruption,  however,  bj  the  sudden  appearance  ot  a  «i<iv>\\*\ 
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Indian  on  the  lake  shore,  &  fow  hundred  yards  from  the  point. 
This  niBn,  eiidently  another  acuut,  wlio  had  [irobjLhly  been  drawn 
to  till'  I'IncL-  liy  llio  ri'iHirls  of  tin.'  rifles,  broke  out  of  ihc  forest 
witli  so  little  caution  lliat  Deeraluytr  eaujfht  a  view  of  his  per- 
son before  he  wnB  himself  discovered.  When  the  latter  e^nut 
did  occur,  as  wax  the  case  a  nionniut  later,  the  stivajre  gave  a 
loud  yell,  tvhich  was  answered  by  a  dozen  v<Mct«  froin  dillercnt 
purta  of  tlic  QiouDlain-side.  I'hero  nns  no  longer  nny  lime  (or 
delay  ;  in  another  minuU?  the  boat  was  (quilting  the  shore  under 
long  and  steady  swee|w  of  the  jmddle. 

As  soon  as  De«rslny-er  be]ic\ed  hintself  to  be  at  a  Mtfu  dia- 
tAnce,  he  ceased  his  efforts,  pcmiittiii};  the  little  bark  to  drill, 
wUile  he  leisurely  took  a  sur\-ey  of  the  Etatts  of  thiii;^.  llie 
canoe  (ir*t  sent  adrill  was  floating  before  the  air,  quite  a  ({Uarler 
of  a  mile  above  him,  and  s  little  nearer  tu  tlie  shore  tlinn  he 
nnshcil,  now  that  he  knew  more  of  the  savages  were  so  uesr  at 
haiiil.  The  oinoi'!  Klioved  from  the  poi[it  was  within  a  few 
variis  of  him,  he  having   dirrvt^d  his  own  course  towards  it  on 
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of  his  own  woods,  seldom  making  any  effort  agninst  his  foe 
unless  tolerably  certain  it  is  under  circumstances  that  may  be 
expected  to  prove  eftective. 

As  the  young  man  had  no  longer  any  moti>'e  to  remain  near 
the  ])oint,  he  prepared  to  collect  his  ciuioes,  in  order  to  tow 
tlieni  off  to  the  castle.  That  nearest  wjw  soon  in  tow,  when  ho 
proceeded  in  quest  of  the  other,  which  was  all  this  time 
floating  up  the  lake.  The  eye  of  Deerslayer  was  no  sooner 
fiistened  on  this  last  boat,  than  it  struck  him  that  it  was  nearer 
to  the  shore  than  it  would  have  Wn  had  it  merely  followed 
the  course  of  the  gentle  current  of  air.  lie  Ix^gan  to  susj)ect 
the  influence  of  some  unseen  current  in  the  wat<T,  and  he 
quickened  his  exertions,  in  order  to  regain  jjossession  of  it  before 
it  could  drifk  in  t*>  a  dang»Tous  j)roximity  to  the  woods.  On 
getting  nearer,  he  thought  that  the  auioe  had  a  perceptible 
motion  through  the  water,  and,  as  it  lay  broadside  to  the  air, 
that  this  motioik  was  talking  it  towards  the  land.  A  few 
vigorous  strokes  of  the  paddle  carried  liim  still  nearer,  when 
tlie  niystery  was  explained.  Something  was  evidently  in  motion 
on  the  off-side  of  the  canoe  or  that  which  was  furth(*st  from 
himself,  and  closer  scrutiny  showed  that  it  was  a  naked  human 
arm.  An  Indian  was  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  and 
was  propelling  it  slowly,  but  certiiinly,  to  the  shore,  using  his 
hand  as  a  paddle.  DeersLiyer  understood  the  whole  artitice  at 
a  glance.  A  savage  had  swum  off  to  the  l)oat  while  he  was 
occupied  with  his  enemy  on  the  {>oint,  got  ]>6ssession,  and  was 
using  these  means  to  urge  it  to  the  shore. 

Satisfied  that  the  man  in  the  canoe  c<.mld  have  no  arms, 
Deerslayer  did  not  hesitiite  to  dash  close  alongside  of  the 
retiring  boat,  without  deeming  it  necessary  to  raise  his  own 
rifle.  As  soon  as  the  wash  of  the  water,  which  he  made  in 
approaching,  becjime  audible  to  the  jn-ostnite  siivage,  the  latter 
9]>rang  to  his  feet,  and  uttered  an  exclamation  that  j)roved  how 
completely  he  was  taken  by  surprise. 

**  If  you've  enj'yed  yourself  enough  in  that  canoe,  red-skin," 
Deerslayer  coolly  obeerved,  stopping  his  own  careeT  \\\  ^vif^d^w^ 
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lime  to  prevent  an  abso1at«  oollbion  Iictwoen  the  two  boitts — ' 
"if  yuuVe  enj'yHl  youreelf  enough  in  that  canoe,  you'll  do  n 
pruilfiit  aot  bj  taking  to  the  \ake  ng'in.  I'm  retKunnbli'  in 
tlifM  iiiiitin,  and  don't  crave  TOur  blmxi,  thongli  ihere'^  tliem 
alxnit  (hat  would  look  ujion  you  more  as  a  dup-liill  for  llie 
bouiil}  than  a  huTuun  mortal.  Take  to  the  lake  tliis  minute, 
afore  we  get  to  hot  words." 

Tlie  m\'Hge  was  one  of  those  wlio  did  not  undentand  n  word 
of  English,  and  lie  was  indebted  to  the  gestures  of  Deeralnyer, 
and  to  the  expression  of  an  eye  that  did  not  often  decfflve,  for 
an  imperfet.'t  comprehension  of  his  meaning.  Perhaps,  too,  tho 
sight  of  the  ritle  that  lay  so  near  the  hand  of  the  white  man 
quickened  his  dedsidn.  At  nil  events,  he  crouched  like  a  tiger 
al>out  to  take  his  leap,  uUifrcd  a  yell,  and  the  next  insLint  his 
naked  Wly  disaiipeared  in  the  water.  Wlien  he  rose  to  take 
bri-iith,  it  was  at  the  dUlance  of  several  yards  from  the  canoe, 
and  thf  hasty  glance  hs  threw  behind  him  denoted  how  much 
be  fi>ar.>d   the  nrriviil  of  a  fatal   nipssenger  from  the  rifle  of  his 
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iiiiurli  more  manful  and  valiant  than  Deerslajer!  TwouldnH 
be  a  bad  title  to  begin  with,  and  it  has  been  fairly  ^arned.  If 
twas  ChingHchgook,  now,  he  might  go  home  and  boast  of  his 
deeds,  and  the  chiefe  would  name  him  llawkeye  in  a  minute  ; 
but  it  don't  become  white  blood  to  brag,  and  'tisn't  easy  to  see 
how  the  matter  can  be  known  unless  I  do.  AVell,  well — every- 
thing is  in  the  hands  of  Providence ;  this  affair  as  well  as 
another;  Fll  trust  to  that  for  getting  my  dcsarts  in  all  things." 

Having  thus  betrayod  what  might  be  tinned  his  weak  sjxjt, 
the  young  man  continued  to  paddle  in  silence,  making  liis  way 
diligently,  and  as  fa«it  as  his  tows  would  allow  liin),  towards  the 
castle.  By  this  time  the  sun  had  not  only  risen,  but  it 
had  a[>peared  over  the  easU'rn  mountains,  and  was  shedding  a 
flood  of  glorious  light  on  this  as  yet  unehristencd  sheet  of 
water.  The  whole  scene  was  radiant  with  beauty ;  and  no  one 
unaccustomed  to  the  ordinary  Jiistory  of  the  woods  would  fancy 
it  had  so  lately  witnessed  incidents  so  nithless  and  barbarous. 
As  he  approached  the  building  of  old  Hutter,  Deerslayer 
thought,  or  rather  felt^  that  its  appearance  was  in  singular 
harmony  witli  all  the  rest  of  the  scene.  Although  nothing  had 
been  consulted  but  strength  and  security,  the  rude,  massive 
logs,  covered  with  their  rough  bark,  the  projecting  roof,  and  the 
form,  would  contribute  to  render  the  building  picturesque  in 
almost  any  situation,  while  its  actual  position  added  novelty  and 
piquancy  to  its  other  points  of  interest. 

When  Deerslayer  drew  nearer  to  the  castle,  however,  objects 
of  interest  presented  themselves  that  at  once  eclij»s<*d  any 
beauties  that  might  liave  distinguished  the  sa-nery  of  the  lake, 
and  the  site  of  the  singular  edifice.  Judith  and  Hetty  stiXKl 
on  the  platform  before  the  door.  Hurry's  door-yard,  awaiting 
his  approach  with  manifest  anxiety ;  the  former,  from  time  to 
time,  taking  a  survey  of  his  person  and  of  the  canoes  through 
the  old  ship's  spy-glass  that  has  been  already  mentioned. 
Never  probably  did  this  girl  seem  more  brilliantly  beautiful 
than  at  that  moment ;  the  flush  of  anxiety  and  alarm  increasing 
her  cc^or  to  its  richest  tints,  while  the  soilness  of  \\qt  o^^%^  a 
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charm  that  even  jioor  Hetty  shared  with  her,  was  deepened  by 
iDteiLse  (»)itccrn.  Such,  »t  least,  without  pausing  or  pretending 
to  analyse  motives,  or  to  draw  a[)y  oUicr  very  uico  distinctions 
bi'twfvn  cause  and  eilVct,  were  tlie  opinions  of  the  young  man, 
as  Iiis  ciMoes  rL'aclied  the  side  of  the  arit,  wiiere  he  carefully 
Giatencd  ail  three  before  fae  pat  ha  foot  on  tlie  pLitftH'm. 
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CHAPTER   VnL 

"  His  words  are  bonds,  his  oaths  are  oracles ; 
His  love  sincere,  his  th(>u{thi8  inimacaiate ; 
His  tears  pore  messengern  sent  from  liis  heart ; 
Uls  heart  as  far  froui  fraud  as  heaven  fn>m  earth.*' 

SIL4K8PBAEB. 

Neithkr  of  the  girls  spoke  as  Deei^layer  stood  before  them 
alone,  his  countenance  betraying  all  the  apprehension  he  felt  on 
account  of  the  two  absent  members  of  their  party. 
.  "  Father  !"  Judith  at  length  exchiinied,  succeeding  in  uttering 
the  word,  as  it  might  be  by  a  desperate  eflfort. 

"  He's  met  with  misfortune,  and  there's  no  use  in  concealing 
it,"  answered  Deerslayer,  in  his  direct  and  simple-minded 
manner.  "  He  and  Hurry  are  in  Mingo  hands,  and  Heaven 
only  knows  what's  to  be  the  tarmination.  I've  got  the  canoes 
safe,  and  that's  a  consolation,  sinct?  the  vagabonds  will  have  to 
swim  for  it^  or  raft  off,  to  come  near  this  place.  At  sunset  we'll 
be  reinforced  by  Chingachgook,  if  I  can  manage  to  get  him  into 
a  canoe ;  and  then,  I  think,  we  two  can  answer  for  the  ark  and 
the  castle,  till  some  of  the  officers  in  the  garrisons  hear  of  this 
war-path,  which  sooner  or  later  must  be  the  cfise,  when  we  may 
look  for  succor  from  that  quarter,  if  from  no  other." 

"  Tlie  officers !"  exclaimed  Judith,  impatiently,  her  color 
deepening,  and  her  eye  expressing  a  lively  but  passing  emotion. 
"  Who  thinks  or  speaks  of  the  heartless  gallants  now  ? — Wo 
are  sufficient  of  ourselves  to  defend  the  castle ; — but  what  of 
my  father  and  of  poor  Hurry  Harry  ?" 

"Tis  natural  you  should  feel  this  consarn  for  your  own 
parent,  Judith,  and  I  suj^pose  it's  equally  so  that  you  should 
feel  it  for  Hurry  Harry  too." 

Deeralayer  then  commenced  a  succinct  but  clear  narrative  of 
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all  that  occurred  during  the  night,  in  no  maaner  cuaoealiug 
wLnt  had  bcfiillun  his  two  coni|)aniuiis,  or  hia  own  ojiinion  cJ 
what  might  prov<i  to  be  the  cansequencM.  The  girli  lialenetl 
with  profound  Attention,  but  neither  betrayed  that  feminine 
apprehension  and  concern  which  would  have  followed  such  n 
communication  when  made  to  those  who  were  less  accufluined 
to  the  hazard!^  and  aecidentB  of  a  frontjer  hfi^.  To  the  surprise 
of  Deerslayer,  Judith  seemed  thi:  most  distresi^od,  lietty 
listening  eagerly,  but  appe:iring  to  brood  over  the  facts  in 
melancholy  silence,  rather  than  Iwtraviiig  ony  outward  sign.*  of 
feeling.  The  fonuor's  agitation,  the  young  man  did  not  fail  lo 
Btlribut*'  to  the  intifresl  she  fcit  in  Ilurry,  quite  aa  much  as  lo 
her  filial  love,  while  Hetty's  appartnt  iiidiStrenee  was  ascribed 
to  tliat  mental  darkness  which,  in  a  measure,  obscured  her 
intellect,  and  which  ]>osaibly  |)revented  her  from  foreseeing  nil 
the  consequences.  Little  was  said,  however,  by  eitlier,  Jndilh 
and  her  sister  busying  theTTiselvcs  in  making  the  preparations 
for  the  morning  meal,  us  they  who  habitually  attend  to  such 
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Judith  first  looked  perplexed;  then,  influenced  by  feelings 
that  were  novel  to  her,  in  more  ways  than  one,  she  became 
^uddenly  communicative,  and  seemingly  much  interested  in  the 
discourse. 

"  If  llurry  knows  anything  of  father's  history,  I  would  he  had 
told  it  to  me  T  she  cried.  ^  Sometimes  I  think,  too,  he  w:i8  once  a 
sailor,  and  then  again  I  think  he  was  not  If  that  chest  were 
open,  or  if  it  could  speak,  it  might  let  us  into  his  whole  history. 
But  its  fastenings  are  too  strong  to  be  broken  like  pack- 
thread." 

Deerslayer  turned  to  the  chest  in  question,  and  for  the  first 
time  examined  it  closely.  Although  discoloretl,  and  bearing 
proofs  of  having  received  much  ill-treatment,  he  saw  that  it  was 
of  materials  and  workmanship  altogether  suj)erior  to  anything 
of  the  same  sort  he  had  ever  before  beheld.  The  wood  was 
dark,  rich,  and  had  once  been  highly  j)oli.shed,  though  the 
treatment  it  had  r^'ceived  left  little  gloss  on  its  surface,  and 
various  scratches  and  indentations  proved  the  rough  collisions 
that  it  had  encountered  with  sul^^tauces  still  harder  than  itself. 
The  comers  were  firmly  boun<l  with  steel,  elal><)rat«'ly  and  richly 
wrought,  while  the  locks,  of  which  it  had  no  less  than  three,  and 
the  hinges,  were  of  a  fashion  and  workmanship  that  would  have 
attracted  attention  even  in  a  warehouse  of  curious  furniture. 
Tliis  chest  was*  quite  large ;  and  when  Doorslayor  arose,  and 
endeavored  to  raise  an  end  by  its  massive  handle,  he  found  that 
the  weight  fully  corresponded  with  the  external  appearance?. 

"  Did  you  never  see  that  chest  oi>ened,  Judith  ?"  the  young 
man  demanded  with  frontier  freedom,  for  delicacy  on  such 
subjects  was  little  Mi  among  the  people  on  the  verge  of  civiliza- 
tion, in  that  age,  even  if  it  be  to-<lay. 

"  Never.  Father  has  never  opened  it  in  my  presence,  if  he 
ever  opens  it  at  all.  No  one  here  has  ever  seen  its  lid  raised, 
unless  it  be  father ;  nor  do  I  even  know  that  he  has  ever 
Been  it" 

"Now,  you're  wrong,  Judith,"  Hetty  quietly  answered. 
"  Father  has  raised  the  hd,  an«l  rue  seen  him  do  it" 


A  feeling  of  mualiuess  kept  the  mouth  af  Deerelayer  shut ; 
for,  while  ho  would  uoi  have  heaiuted  about  going  fiir  Iwjond 
whiit  would  be  thijught  tlie  bound*  of  propriety,  in  questioning 
the  elder  sifter,  he  had  ju°t  scruples  about  titkiuir  what  might 
be  thought  an  advuiitage  of  the  feeble  intellect  of  the  yoangpr. 
Judith,  being  under  do  such  restrmnt,  however,  turned  tjniekly 
to  the  litst  speaker,  and  e«iitintied  the  diKcourse. 

"  When  and  where  did  you  ever  see  that  chest  opened, 
Hetty  r 

"  Here,  and  again  and  again.  Father  often  opens  it  when 
t/ou  rire  away,  though  he  don't  in  the  least  mind  my  being  by, 
and  feeing  all  he  does,  as  well  as  hearing  all  he  says." 

"  And  what  is  it  that  he  does,  and  what  does  ho  say!" 

"  That  I  cannot  tell  yoa,  Judith,"  returned  the  other  in  a  low 
but  roBohitc  voice,     "  Filter's  secrets  are  not  my  secrets." 

"SecrcW  I  Tliiais  stmnger  still,  Deersl.iyer.tlint  father  should 
lei!  them  lu  Hetty  and  not  ti'll  them  to  mo !" 

"  There'?  -ro'vl  reason  f-ir  that,  Judith,  though  youV  Tiot  to 
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and  stirring  as  usual,  and  then  I  went  in  cliaso  of  the  two 
canoes,  lest  the  Mingos  should  lay  h.-inds  on  'em." 

**  You  have  not  told  us  all,  Deerslayer,"  said  Judith,  earnestly. 
**  We  heard  rifles  under  tlie  eastern  mountain ;  the  echoes  were 
ftill  and  lonfiT^  and  came  so  soon  after  the  rejiorts,  that  the  pieces 
must  have  been  fired  on  or  quite  near  to  the  shore.  Our  ears 
are  used  to  those  signs,  and  are  not  to  be  deceived." 

"  They've  done  their  duty,  gal,  this  time ;  yes,  they've  done 
their  duty.  Rifles  have  been  sighted  this  morning,  ay,  and 
triggers  |>ulled,  too,  though  not  jis  often  as  they  might  have 
been.  One  warrior  has  gone  to  his  hapj>y  hunting-grounds,  and 
that's  the  whole  of  it  A  man  of  white  blood  and  whiti*  gifts 
is  not  to  1^  expected  to  boast  of  his  expl'ites,  and  to  flourish 
scalps." 

Judith  listened  almost  breathlessly ;  and  when  Deerslayor,  in 
his  quiet,  mo<lest  manner,  seemed  disposed  to  quit  the  subject, 
sh(»  rose,  and  crossing  the  room,  took  a  seat  by  his  side.  'J'he 
manner  of  the  girl  had  nothing  forward  alx>ut  it,  though  it 
b<*trayed  the  quick  instinct  of  a  female's  affection,  and  the  sym- 
pathizing kindness  of  a  woman's  heart.  She  even  took  the  hard 
hand  of  the  hunter,  and  pressed  it  in  both  her  own,  uncon- 
sciously to  herselC  perliaps,  while  she  l(X)ked  earnestly  and  even 
reproachfully  into  his  sun-burned  face. 

"  You  have  been  fighting  the  savages,  Deershiyer,  singly  and 
by  yourself!"  she  said.  "  In  your  wish  to  take  care  of  us — of 
Hetty — of  me,  i)erha|>s,  you've  fought  the  enemy  bravely,  with 
no  eye  to  encourage  your  deeds,  or  to  witness  your  fall,  had  it 
pleased  Providence  to  suflfer  so  great  a  calamity  !" 

"I've  fou't,  Judith  ;  yes,  T  have  fou't  the  inimy,  and  that,  too, 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life.  These  things  must  lx»,  and  they 
bring  with  'em  a  mixed  feelin^  of  sorrow  and  trium|»h.  Iluman 
natur'  is  a  fightin'  natur',  I  suj>pose,  as  all  nations  kill  in  battle, 
and  we  must  be  true  to  our  right**  and  gifts.  What  has  yet 
been  done  is  no  great  matter,  but  should  ChingachgrM)k  come  to 
the  rock  this  evening,  as  is  agreed  atwc^'U  us,  and  I  get  him  ofT 
it  onbeknown  to  the  savagi's,  or,  if  known  to  them,  a^'\iv  V\\^\t 


hIsLcs  and  desijrit^,  tLen  may  wo  all  look  to  something  lak/e 
warfare,  .ifore  the  Mingus  shall  get  jxisscssion  of  either  the  castle, 
or  ilio  aik,  or  yourselves." 

"  ^^'hl)  ia  tills  Chingacligook  ;  from  what  place  does  he  comt^ 
and  v>ky  do>^  he  eome  hfTe  r" 

"  Tliu  questions  are  imt'nil  and  right,  I  su]>{>oei>,  though  the 
joiith  lias  a  gTMl  name,  already,  in  his  own  part  of  the  country. 
Cliiiiirauhgook  is  a  Mohican  by  blood,  consorting  with  the  Dela- 
waren  by  usage,  m  is  tim  aum  with  iiiijst  of  his  tribe,  which  has 
I'jrjft  bwD  brokea  u]>  by  the  increase  of  our  ix>lor.  He  ia  of  the 
Ciiiiily  of  [he  great  eliiefe,  Uucas,  hia  father,  haiing  heeu  the  coa- 
fiiderablest  warrior  and  couDscllor  of  his  people.  Even  oldTsine- 
iiund  lionors  Oliingachgook,  though  he  is  thought  to  be  yet  tou 
young  to  lead  in  war;  and  then  the  nation  is  so  dis]>ar«ed  and 
diminished,  tbat  e)iicllaint>hip  among  'cm  has  got  to  be  littlo 
ninro  than  a  name.  Well,  this  war  having  commenced  in 
'arriest,  the  Delaware  and  I  rendeivous'd  on  app'intmeiit,  to 
nieet  this  evening  at  sunset  on  tlio  rendexvoua-rock  at  tlie  foot 

of  this 
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and  fine  feathers  and   scarlet  cloaks  would  not  be   thought 
excuses  for  baiieness  and  deception." 

Tlie  girl  spoke  with  strong,  nay,  even  with  convulsed  feeling, 
and  her  fine  eyes,  usually  so  soft  and  alluring,  fiashed  fire  as  she 
concluded.  Deerslayer  could  not  but  observe  this  extraordinary 
emotion ;  but,  with  the  tact  of  a  courtier,  he  avoided  not  only 
any  allusion  to  the  circumstance,  but  succeeded  in  concealing 
the  effect  of  his  discovery  on  himself.  Judith  gradually  grew 
calm  again,  and,  as  she  was  obviously  anxious  to  ap])ear  to 
advantage  in  the  eyes  of  the  young  man,  she  was  soon  able  to 
renew  the  conversation  as  com|)osedly  as  if  nothing  had  occurred 
to  disturb  her. 

"  I  have  no  right  to  look  into  your  secrets,  or  the  secrets  of 
your  friend,  Deerslayer,"  she  continued,  "  and  am  ready  to  take 
all  you  say  on  trust.  If  we  can  really  get  another  male  ally  to 
join  us  at  this  trying  moment,  it  will  aid  us  much ;  and  I  am 
not  without  hope  that  when  the  savages  find  we  are  able  to  keep 
the  lake,  they  will  ofter  to  give  up  their  prisoners  in  exchange 
for  skins,  or  at  least  for  the  keg  of  powder  that  we  have  in  the 
house." 

The  young  man  had  the  words  "  scalps,"  and  "  bounty,"  on 
his  lips,  but  a  reluctance  to  alarm  the  feelings  of  the  daughters 
prevented  him  from  making  the  allusion  he  had  intended  to 
the  probable  fate  of  their  father.  Still,  so  little  was  ho  practised 
in  the  arts  of  deception,  that  his  expressive  countenance  was,  of 
itself  understood  by  the  quick-witted  Judith,  whose  intelligence 
had  been  sharpened  by  the  risks  and  habits  of  her  life. 

"  I  understand  what  you  mean,"  she  continued,  hurriedly, 
**  and  what  you  would  say,  but  for  the  fear  of  hurting  me — tis^ 
I  mean ;  for  Hetty  loves  her  father  quite  as  well  as  I  do.  But 
tliis  is  not  as  we  Uiink  of  Indians.  They  never  scalp  an  unhurt 
prisoner,  but  would  rather  take  him  away  alive,  unless,  indeed, 
the  fierce  wish  for  torturing  should  <jet  the  mastery  of  them.  I 
lear  nothing  for  my  father^s  scalp,  and  little  for  his  life.  Could 
tbey  steal  on  us  in  the  night,  we  should  all  probably  suffer  in 

7 


tliis  way ;  hut  men  taken  Id  open  strife  are  seldom  injured  J 
not,  at  least,  until  tlie  time  of  torture  comea," 

"  That's  tradition,  Til  allow,  wid  it's  aecordin'  to  prautioe — 
but,  Judith,  do  you  know  tile  'ar'nd  on  which  your  Ikther  and 
Hutter  went  nif'in  tLo  savages  !" 

"  I  do  ;  and  »  cruel  errand  it  was  !     But  what  will  yon  haco  f 


Men  will  be  m.-n,  and  sore 
silver,  and  carry  the  king's 
guiltless  of  e(|unl  crnolty." 
des[>erate  strugi^li? 
when  I  thitik  of  all  tlie 


lunt  in  their  <ruld  and 
n  thoir  pockets,  are  not 
Judith's  eye  agiuii  flashed,  but  by  a 
r  eotnpoaure.  "  I  get  warm 
i;  that  men  do,"  she  addod,  af&ct- 
ing  la  amile,  an  effort  in  which  she  only  succeeded  indiSer«ntiy 
well.  "  All  this  is  silly.  What  is  done  is  done,  and  it  cannot 
bo  mended  by  eompl^iiti;.  But  the  Indiana  think  so  little  of 
tile  aliedding  (if  blood,  and  value  men  so  much  for  Hie  boldness 
uf  thi-ir  undertakings  that,  did  they  know  tlte  busine^  on  which 
their  prtMoerH  came,  they  would  be  more  likely  to  honor  than 
til  injure  them  for  it." 
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lessons  you  have  given  them  in  hunting,  and  all  proclaim  your 
honesty." 

"  Do  they  ever  talk  of  the  shooting,  gal  f  inquired  the  other 
eagerly,  after,  however,  laughing  in  a  silent  but  heartfelt  man- 
ner. "  Do  they  ever  talk  of  the  shooting  ?  I  want  to  hear 
nothing  about  my  own,  for  if  that  isn't  sartified  to  by  this  time, 
in  all  Uiese  parts,  there's  little  use  in  being  skilful  and  sure ; 
but  what  do  the  oflScere  say  of  their  own — yes,  what  do  they 
say  of  their  own  ?  Arms,  as  they  call  it,  is  their  trade,  and  yet 
there's  some  among  'em  that  know  very  little  how  to  use  'eni !" 

"Such  I  hope  will  not  be  the  case  with  your  friend 
Chingachgook,  as  you  call  him — what  is  the  English  of  his 
Indian  name?" 

**Big  Sarpent — so  called  for  his  wisdom  and  cunning. 
Uncas  is  his  ra'al  name — all  his  family  being  called  Uncas, 
until  they  get  a  title  that  has  been  'arned  by  deeds." 

**  If  he  has  all  this  wisdom,  we  may  expect  a  useful  friend  in 
him,  unless  his  own  business  in  this  part  of  the  country  should 
prevent  him  from  serving  us." 

"  I  see  no  great  harm  in  telling  you  his  ar'n'd,  a'ter  all,  and, 
as  you  may  find  means  to  help  vu^  1  will  let  you  and  Hetty  into 
the  whole  matter,  trusting  that  you'll  keep  the  secret  as  if  it 
was  your  own.  You  must  know  that  Chingachgook  is  a 
comely  Injin,  and  is  much  look'd  upon  and  admired  by  the 
young  women  of  his  tribe,  both  on  account  of  his  family,  and 
on  account  of  himself.  Now,  there  is  a  chief  that  has  a 
daughter  called  Wah-ta!-Wah,  which  is  intarpreted  into  Hist- 
ohl-Hist,  in  the  English  tongue,  the  rarest  gal  among  the 
Delawares,  and  the  one  most  sought  a'ter  and  craved  for  a 
wife  by  all  the  young  warriors  of  the  nation.  Well  Chingach- 
gook, among  others,  took  a  fiincy  to  Wah-ta  !-Wah,  and  Wah- 
ta  !-Wah  took  a  fancy  to  him."  Here  Deerslayer  paused  an 
instant ;  for,  as  he  got  thus  far  in  his  tale,  Hetty  Hutter  arose, 
a|>proached,  and  stood  attentive  at  his  knee,  as  a  child  draws 
near  to  listen  to  the  legends  of  its  mother.     "  Yes,  he  fancied 


}itT,  and  she  fntidtd  Aim,"  naumed  Dcfiralayor,  casting  a  fHendl; 

ftud  iipproviiig  glanw  at  tiic  inaoecnt  and  interested  girl ;  "  and 
^vtJcn  Lliat  is  the  cnse,  and  nil  the  ddera  are  agreed,  it  diiea  not 
ofl(rn  hapfi>'n  tliat  tlie  young  cuupli;  kt«[)  apart.  Oiingadigook 
couldn''t  n'cll  carry  off  sncli  a  prize  wiUiout  making  iiiiiuiijs 
aniung  tht^tn  ihnt  wanted  lier  as  nmch  ns  Le  did  himselC  A 
wirtain  Briiifthorn,  as  we  uall  him  in  English,  or  Vocommon,  as 
he  is  larined  in  Injin,  took  it  most  to  heart,  and  wo  nibtrost 
him  of  having  a  hand  in  all  that  foilowed.  Wah-ta  l-Wali 
wi-nt  with  her  father  and  mother  two  moons  ago  to  fish  for 
Hulinon  on  the  western  streamy  where  it  is  agreed  by  all  in 
these  parts  tliat  fi»h  moat  abounds,  and  while  thus  cnipPy'd  the 
g.il  vanished.  For  several  weeks  we  could  get  no  tidings  of 
her ;  but  here,  ten  dnys  since,  a  rntiner  that  caue  through  tfao 
Delaware  eoaiitry,  hrnught  us  a  message,  by  which  we  I'nm 
that  Wah-ta  !-Wah  was  stolen  from  her  people — we  think,  bnt 
do  not  know  it,  by  Briarthorn's  sarcumventions — and  that  she 
1  with  the  iniroy,  who  had  adopted  Iht,  and  wanted  her 
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*^  You  mean  that,  as  yet,  youVe  never  loved  one  of  my  sex, 
but  love  best  your  haunts,  and  your  own  manner  of  life.^^ 

"  That's  it — that's  just  it  I  am  white — have  a  white  heart, 
and  can't,  in  reason,  love  a  red-skinned  maiden,  who  must  liavo 
a  red-i&kin  heart  and  fcclin's.  No,  no,  I'm  sound  enough  in  tliem 
partic'Iars,  and  hoj)C  to  remain  so,  at  least  till  this  war  is  over. 
I  find  my  time  too  much  taken  up  with  Chingachgook's  afiair, 
to  wish  to  have  one  of  my  own  on  my  hands  afore  that  is  settled." 

"The  girl  that  finally  wins  yon,  Deerslayer,  will  at  least  win 
an  honest  heart ;  one  without  treachery  or  guile  ;  and  that  will 
be  a  victory  that  most  of  her  f^ex  ought  to  envy." 

As  Judith  uttered  this,  her  bi»autiful  face  had  a  resentful 
frown  on  it ;  while  a  bitter  smile  lingered  around  a  moutli  that 
no  derangement  of  the  muscles  could  render  any  tiling  but  hand- 
some. Tier  companion  observed  the  change,  and  though  little 
skilled  in  the  workings  of  the  female  heart,  he  had  sufficient 
native  delicacy  to  understand  that  it  might  be  well  to  drop  the 
subject 

As  the  hour  when  Chingachgook  was  expected,  still  remained 
distant,  Deerslayer  had  time  enough  to  examine  into  the  stato 
of  the  defences,  and  to  make  such  additional  arrangements  as 
were  in  his  power,  and  the  exigency  of  the  moment  seemed  to 
require.  The  experience  and  foresight  of  Uutter  had  left  little 
to  be  done  in  these  particulars ;  still,  several  precautions  sug- 
gested themselves  to  the  young  man,  who  may  be  said  to  have 
studied  the  art  of  frontier  warfare,  through  the  traditions  and 
legends  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had  so  long  lived.  The 
distance  between  the  castle  and  the  nearest  point  on  the  shore, 
prevented  any  apprehension  on  the  subject  of  rifle-bullets  Uirown 
from  the  land.  The  hoitse  was  within  musket-shot,  in  one 
sense,  it  was  true,  but  aim  was  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and 
even  Judith  professed  a  perfect  disregard  of  any  danger  from 
that  source.  So  long,  then,  as  tlie  party  remained  in  possession  of 
the  fortress,  they  were  safe,  unless  their  assailants  could  find  the 
means  to  come  off  and  carry  it  by  fire  or  storm ;  or  by  some  of 
the  devices  of  Indian  cunning  and  Indian  treachery,     A^\uiv^ 


iLe  first  Murce  of  dnngi^r  Uutter  bad  lusdo  ample  promou,  and 
tlir?  buildiiijj  itwlfi  tlie  bark  ruof  ex&^pU^d,  was  not  very  com- 
bustible. Tbe  flour  was  scuUleJ  in  several  places,  and  backets 
provided  with  ropes,  were  in  duily  use,  in  readiness  for  any  such 
emergency.  One  of  the  giria  ooulJ  easily  extinguish  any  fire 
tbtit  might  be  lighted,  provided  it  had  not  time  to  inakn  much 
headway.  Judith,  who  appeared  U>  understand  all  her  &lher's 
sehcmca  of  defence,  and  who  had  the  spirit  to  take  no  UDim[M>r- 
tant  sliare  in  the  exeeution  at  them,  explained  all  these  detwls 
tu  the  youni;  mfui,  who  was  thus  saved  much  time  and  labor  in 
making  bis  investigations. 

Little  was  to  be  apprehended  during  the  day.  In  possession 
of  the  c»noes  and  of  the  ark  no  other  vessel  was  to  be  found  on 
the  lake.  Nevertheless,  UeersUyer  well  knew  that  a  raft  was 
noon  made,  and  as  dead  trees  were  to  bo  found  in  nbuudaiicn 
near  the  water,  did  the  savages  seriously  contemplate  the  risks 
of  an  asHHult,  it  would  not  be  a  very  difficult  matter  tu  find  tlie 
necessftry  means.     The  celebrated  American  axe,  a  tool  tliat  is 

M'lV  kiio 
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Although  tiie  hours  appeared  long  in  some  respects  to  Deer- 
slayer,  Judith  did  not  find  them  so,  and  when  the  sun  began  to 
descend  towards  the  pine-clad  summits  of  the  western  hills,  she 
felt  and  expressed  her  surprise  that  the  day  should  so  soon  bo 
drawing  to  a  close.  On  the  other  hand,  Iletty  was  moody  and 
silent  She  was  never  loquacious,  or  if  she  occasionally  became  com- 
municative, it  was  under  the  influence  of  some  temporary  excite- 
ment, that  served  to  arouse  her  unsophisticated  mind  ;  but,  for 
hours  at  a  time,  in  the  course  of  this  all-imporUint  day,  she 
seemed  to  have  absolutely  lost  the  use  of  her  tongue.  Nor  did 
apprehension  on  account  of  her  father  materially  affect  the  man- 
ner of  either  sister.  Neither  appeared  seriously  to  dread  any 
evil  greater  than  captivity,  and  once  or  twice,  when  Hetty  did 
speak,  she  intunated  the  ex[)ectjition  that  Ilutter  would  find  the 
means  to  liberate  himself.  Although  Judith  was  less  sanguine 
on  this  head,  she  too  betrayed  the  hojxj  that  proj^ositions  for  a 
ransom  would  come,  when  the  Indians  discovered  that  the  castle 
set  their  expedients  and  artifices  at  defiance.  Deerslayer,  how- 
ever, treated  these  parsing  suggestions  as  the  ill-digested  fancies 
of  girls,  making  his  own  arrangements  as  steadily,  and  brooding 
over  the  future  as  seriously  as  if  they  had  never  fallen  from  their 
lips. 

At  length  the  hour  arrived  when  it  lx»came  necessary  to 
proceed  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  api)ointed  with  the  Mohican ; 
or  Delaware,  as  Chingachgook  was  more  commonly  called.  As 
the  plan  had  been  matured  by  Deerslayer,  and  fully  comnm- 
nicated  to  his  companions,  all  three  set  about  its  execution,  in 
concert,  and  intelligently.  Hetty  passed  into  the  ark,  and 
fastening  two  of  the  canoes  together,  she  entered  one,  and 
paddled  up  to  a  sort  of  gate-way  in  the  palisadoes  that 
surrounde<l  the  building,  through  which  she  carried  both ; 
securing  them  beneath  the  house  by  chains  that  were  fastened 
iiithin  the  building.  These  palisadoes  were  trunks  of  trees  driven 
firmly  into  the  mud,  and  served  the  double  pur|)ose  of  a  small 
iDclosure  that  was  intended  to  be  used  in  this  very  manner,  and 
to  keep  any  enemy  that  might  approach  in  boats  at  axmVkii^tU. 
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CanoM  Uius  docied  were,  in  a  measure,  hid  from  Mght,  tati  u 
the  giiU.'  wus  (iropcrly  barred  aiid  fastcDed.  it  would  not  be  ati 
eauy  Usk  to  ivmove  them,  even  in  die  event  of  their  being  seeu- 
PreviuiLsly,  however,  lo  closing  the  gat«,  Jndith  also  entered 
witliiii  tliu  incloeure  with  the  third  canoe,  leaving  Di'erHluj'er 
busy  ill  eccuniig  the  door  and  windows  inside  the  builiUn^,  over 
hiff  head.  Aa  everything  was  massive  and  strong,  and  snisll 
Ku|>lings  were  u.icd  as  bars,  it  would  have  been  the  work  of  nu 
hour  or  two  to  break  into  the  building,  when  Deerslayer  had 
ended  his  task,  even  allowing  the  asKailiints  the  use  of  any  tooU 
but  the  uxc,  and  to  be  unresisted.  This  attention  to  security 
arose  from  Butter's  having  been  robbed  once  or  twice  by  the 
bwle<«  whites  of  the  frontiers,  during  some  of  his  many  absences 

As  soon  as  all  was  fast  in  the  inside  of  the  dwelling.  Doer- 
skyer  appeared  nt  a  trap,  from  which  he  descended  iTito  the 
canoe  of  Judith.  When  this  was  done,  he  fastened  the  door 
with   a  massive  staple   and   stout   [)udlook.       lletly  was   tlicn 
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people  the  latter  with  more  warriors  than  it  really  contained, 
their  own  weakness  must  be  too  apparent  to  all  who  might 
chance  to  cast  a  glance  in  their  direction. 

"  Nothing  is  stirring,  hows'ever,"  exclaimed  Deerslayer,  as  he 
finally  lowered  the  glass,  and  prepared  to  enter  the  ark  :  ^  If 
the  vagabonds  do  harbor  mischief  in  their  minds,  they  are  too 
cunning  to  let  it  be  seen  ;  it^s  true,  a  raft  may  be  in  preparation 
in  tlie  woods,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  brought  down  to  the  lake. 
They  can't  guess  that  wc  are  about  to  quit  the  castle,  and,  if 
they  did,  they've  no  means  of  knowing  where  we  intend 
to  go." 

**  This  is  so  true,  Deerslayer,"  returned  Judith,  "  that  now  all 
is  ready,  we  may  proceed,  at  once,  boldly,  and  without  the  fear 
of  being  followed — el:*e  we  shall  be  behind  our  time." 

**  No — no — the  matter  needs  management — for,  though  the 
savages  are  in  the  dark  as  to  Chingachgook  and  the  rock,  they've 
eyes  and  legs,  and  will  see  in  what  direction  we  steer,  and  will  be 
sartain  to  follow  us.  I  shall  strive  to  bafHe  'em,  hows'i*ver,  by 
heading  the  scow  in  all  manner  of  ways,  first  in  one  quarU^r  and 
then  in  another,  until  they  get  to  be  a-leg- weary,  and  tired  of 
tramping  a'ter  us." 

So  far  as  it  was  in  his  power,  Deerslayer  was  as  good  as  his 
word.  In  less  than  five  minutes  after  this  sjKiech  wiis  made,  the 
whole  party  was  in  the  ark,  and  in  motion.  There  was  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  north,  and  boldly  hoisting  the  sail,  the  young 
man  laid  the  head  of  the  unwieldy  craft  in  such  a  direction,  as, 
after  making  a  liberal  but  necessary  allowance  for  lee- way,  would 
have  brought  it  ashore  a  couple  of  miles  down  the  lake,  and  on 
its  eastern  side.  The  sailing  of  the  ark  was  never  very  swift, 
Uiough,  floating  as  it  did  on  the  surfiice,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
get  it  in  motion,  or  to  urge  it  along  over  the  water  at  the  rate 
of  some  three  or  four  miles  in  the  hour.  The  distance  between 
the  castle  and  tlie  rock  was  a  little  more  than  two  leagues. 
Knowing  tiie  punctuality  of  an  Indian,  Deerslayer  had  made  his 
calculations  closely,  and  had  given  himself  a  little  more  time 
than  was  necessary  to  reach  the  place  of  rendezvous,  with  a  view 
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to  delay  or  to  press  hb  arrii'al,  as  might  prove  most  expedient- 
Wben  he  hoisted  tho  sail,  the  sun  lay  above  the  western  bills, 
at  an  olevatiou  that  promised  rather  mora  than  two  houra  of 
'Jay  ;  and  a  few  minutes  satisfied  liim  that  the  progresB  of  Uie 
Ecow  nas  such  as  to  equal  his  expectalioDS. 

It  was  a  glorious  June  uAernooii,  luid  never  did  that  solitary 
sheet  of  water  seem  less  like  an  arena  of  strife  and  bloodshed. 
The  light  air  scarce  descended  as  low  as  the  bed  of  the  lake, 
hovering  over  it,  as  if  unwilling  lo  disturb  its  deep  tranquillity, 
or  to  ruffle  its  mirror-like  surface.  Even  tho  forests  appeared 
to  be  slumbering  in  the  sun,  and  a  few  piles  of  fleecy  clouds  had 
lain  fur  hours  along  the  northern  horizon  liki;  fixtures  in  the 
atmosphere,  placed  there  purely  to  embellish  the  scene.  A  few 
afgnatic  fowls  occasionally  skimmed  along  the  water,  and  k 
single  raven  was  visible,  sailing  high  aliove  the  trees,  and 
kef  ping  a  watchful  eye  on  the  forest  beneath  him,  in  order  to 
detect  anything  hating  life  that  the  mysterious  woods  might 
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mother  for  Uiis  proficiency,  Laving  acquired  from  her,  in  child- 
hood, an  advantage  that  no  subsequent  study  or  hibor  can  give 
without  a  drawback,  if  neglected  beyond  the  earlier  periods  of 
life.  Who  that  mother  was,  or  rather  had  been,  no  one  but 
Hutter  knew.  She  had  now  been  dead  two  summers,  and,  as 
WJ4S  stated  by  Uurry,  she  had  been  buried  in  the  lake  ;  whether 
in  indulgence  of  a  jjrejudice,  or  from  a  reluctance  to  take  the 
trouble  to  dig  her  grave,  had  frequently  been  a  matter  of 
discussion  between  the  rude  beings  of  that  region.  Judith  had 
never  visited  the  sj)ot,  but  Hetty  was  prt»sent  at  the  interment, 
and  she  ofu»n  paddled  a  canoe,  about  sunset,  or  by  the  light  of 
tlie  moon,  to  the  place,  and  gazed  down  into  the  limpid  water, 
in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  a  form  that  she 
had  so  tenderly  loved  from  infancy  to  the  sad  hour  of  their 
parting. 

"  Must  we  reach  the  rock  exactly  at  the  moment  the  sun 
sets?''  Judith  demanded  of  the  young  man,  as  they  stood  near 
each  other,  Deerslayer  holding  the  steering-oar,  and  she  working 
i^-ith  a  needle  at  some  ornament  of  dress,  that  much  exceeded 
her  station  in  life,  and  was  altogether  a  novelty  in  the  woods. 
"  Will  a  few  mir  utes,  sooner  or  later,  alter  the  matter  ?  it  will 
be  very  hazardous  to  remain  long  as  near  the  shore  as  that 
rock!" 

"  That's  it,  Judith  ;  that's  the  very  difficulty  1  The  rock's 
within  p'int  blank  for  a  shot-gun,  and  'twill  never  do  to  hover 
about  it  too  close  and  too  long.  When  you  have  to  deal  wiUi  an 
Injin,  you  must  calculate  and  manage,  for  a  red  natur'  dearly 
hkes  sarcumvention.  Now  you  see,  Judith,  that  1  do  not  steer 
towards  the  rock  at  all,  but  here  to  the  etistward  of  it,  whereby 
the  savages  will  be  tramping  oflf  in  that  direction,  and  get  their 
legs  awearird,  and  all  for  no  advantage." 

"  You  think,  then,  they  see  us,  and  watch  our  movements, 
Deerslayer  ?  I  was  in  hopes  they  might  have  fallen  back  into 
the  woods,  and  left  us  to  ourselves  for  a  few  hours." 

**  That's  altogether  a  woman's  consait.  There's  no  let-up  in 
UP  Injin's  watchfulness  when  he's  on  a  war-path;  and  eyee 


are  ou  iia  nt  Uiis  minute,  'lliough  llie  lake  presan-es  us.     We 
must  draw  near  the  rock  on  a  calculation,  and  indivor  to  get 
tlic  luLwreanls  on  a  false  sc^nt.     Tlie  Mingos  have  good  noses,  ' 
tbey  tell   me;    but  a  white    man's   reason  ought  nlwaya  to 
e<|ualiz(!  their  instinct." 

Judith  now  entered  into  a  desultory  discourse  with  Deersl^yer, 
ID  which  the  girl  betrayed  her  growing  interest  in  the  young 
mtin  ;  an  inli-^rest  that  bis  simplicity  of  mind  and  her  decision 
of  character,  sustained  as  it  was  by  the  consdousness  awakened 
by  the  eonsideratjon  her  personal  cliarras  so  universally  pro- 
duced, rendered  her  less  anxious  to  conceal  than  might  otherwise 
have  be«n  the  case.  She  was  scarcely  forward  in  her  manner, 
though  there  was  sometimes  a  freetlom  in  her  glances  that  it 
required  all  the  aid  of  her  exceeding  beauty  to  prevent  from 
awakening  suspicions  unfavorable  to  her  di^tcretion,  if  not  to  Ikt 
morals.  With  Doerslayer,  howevLT,  those  glances  wert^  R-iidon-d 
less  obnoxious  to  so  unpleasant  a  construction ;  for  she  w-ldoiii 
looked  at  him,  without  discovering  much  of  (he  sincerity  anil 
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her  simple  queries  were  answered — and  answered  tliey  all  were 
in  the  fullest  and  kindest  manner — she  withdrew  to  her  seat, 
and  continued  to  work  on  a  coai^e  garment  that  she  was 
making  for  her  father,  sometimes  humming  a  low  melancholy 
air,  and  frequently  sighing. 

In  this  manner  the  time  passed  away ;  and  when  the  sun 
was  beginning  to  glow  behind  the  fringe  of  j)ines  that  bounded 
the  western  hill,  or  about  twenty  minutes  before  it  actually  set, 
the  ark  was  nearly  as  low  as  the  point  where  Hutter  and  Hurry 
had  been  made  prisoners.  By  sheering  first  to  one  side  of  the 
lake,  and  then  to  the  other,  Deerslayer  managed  to  create  an 
uncertJiinty  as  to  his  object ;  and,  doubtless,  the  savages,  who 
were  unquestionably  watching  his  movements,  were  led  to 
believe  that  his  aim  was  to  communicate  with  them,  at  or  near 
this  sj)ot,  and  would  hasten  in  that  direction,  in  order  to  be  in 
readiness  to  profit  by  circumstances.  This  artifice  was  well 
managed ;  since  the  sweep  of  the  bay,  the  curvature  of  the 
lake,  and  the  low  marshy  land  that  intervened,  would  probably 
allow  the  ark  to  reach  the  rock  before  its  j)ursuers,  if  really 
collected  near  the  point,  could  have  time  to  make  the  circuit 
that  would  be  required  to  get  there  by  land.  With  a  view  to 
aid  this  deception,  Deerslayer  stood  as  near  the  western  shore 
as  was  at  all  prudent ;  and  then  causing  Judith  and  Hetty  to 
enter  the  house,  or  cabin,  and  crouching  himself  so  as  to  conceal 
his  person  by  the  frame  of  the  scow,  he  suddenly  threw  the 
head  of  the  latter  round,  and  began  to  make  the  best  of  his 
way  towards  the  outlet.  Favored  by  an  increase  in  the  wind, 
the  progress  of  the  ark  was  such  as  to  promise  the  complete 
success  of  this  plan,  though  the  crab-like  movement  of  the  crafl 
compelled  the  helmsman  to  keep  its  head  looking  in  a  direction 
very  different  from  that  in  which  it  was  actually  moving. 


CUAPTER  IX. 


It  ma;  iL^ist  tlie  reader  in  undctstA&iliDg  iJie  events  we  aic 
.ibout  to  rc4»rcl,  if  be  has  a  rapiilly  sketclicd  picture  of  the  ^eene, 
jilaccd  bc-lure  his  eyes  at  a  single  view.  It  nill  be  remeiobered 
(liat  the  lake  wa-s  an  irreguUHv  shaped  basin,  of  an  outline  that, 
oval,  but  witb  baya  and  points  to  relieve  its 
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tlie  northern  extremity  of  tlio  lake  itself.  A  respectable  moun- 
tain, forest-clad,  and  rounded  like  all  the  rest,  limited  the  view 
in  that  direction,  stretching  immediately  across  tlie  wliole  of  tlie 
€ur  scene,  with  the  exception  of  a  deep  bay  that  passed  its 
western  end,  lengthening  the  basin  for  more  than  a  mile.  The 
manner  in  which  the  water  flowed  out  of  the  lake,  beneath  the 
leafy  arches  of  the  trees  that  lined  the  sides  of  the  stream,  has 
already  been  mentioned,  and  it  has  also  been  said  that  the  rock, 
i^hich  was  a  favorite  place  of  rendezvous  throughout  all  that 
region,  and  where  Deerslayer  now  expected  to  meet  his  friend, 
stood  near  this  outlet,  and  at  no  great  disUince  from  the  shore. 
It  was  a  large  isolated  stone  tliat  rested  on  the  bottom  of  the 
lake,  apparently  left  there  when  the  waters  tore  away  the  earth 
from  around  it,  in  forcing  for  themselves  a  passage  down  the 
nver,  and  which  had  obt'iined  its  shape  from  the  action  of  the 
elements,  during  the  slow  progress  of  centuries.  The  height  of 
this  rock  could  scarcely  equal  six  feet,  and,  as  has  been  said,  its 
shape  was  not  unlike  that  which  is  usually  given  to  bee-hives  or 
to  a  hay-cock.  The  latter,  indeed,  gives  the  best  idea  not  only 
of  its  form  but  of  \i»  dimensions.  It  stood,  and  still  stands,  for 
we  are  writing  of  real  scenes,  within  fifty  feet  of  the  bank,  and 
in  water  that  was  only  two  feet  in  depth,  though  there  were 
seasons  in  which  its  rounded  apex,  if  such  a  term  can  pro|)erly 
be  used,  was  covered  by  the  lake.  Many  of  the  trees  stretched 
so  far  forward  as  almost  to  blend  the  rock  with  the  shore,  when 
seen  from  a  little  distance ;  and  one  tall  pine  in  particular  over- 
hung it  in  a  way  to  form  a  noble  and  appropriate  canopy  to  a 
seat  that  hatl  held  many  a  forest  chieft^iin,  during  the  long  suc- 
cession of  unknown  ages,  in  which  America  and  all  it  contained 
existed  apart,  in  mysterious  solitude,  a  world  by  itself;  equally 
without  a  familiar  history,  and  without  an  origin  that  the  annals 
of  man  can  reach. 

When  distant  some  two  or  three  hundred  feet  from  the  shore, 
Deerslayer  took  in  his  sail,  and  he  drop|)ed  his  grapnel,  as  soon 
aB  he  found  the  ark  had  drifted  in  a  line  that  was  directly  to 
windward  of  the  rocL    The   motion   of  the  scow  waa  tUeu 
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clieckfd,  when  it  was  bruuglit  IduuL  to  ninil  by  the  action  of 
llie  breeze.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  Deerelaj-ei-  "paid  oot 
line,"  and  suffered  the  vessel  to  "set  duwii"  upon  the  roclt,  as 
fiist  as  the  light  air  would  force  it  to  leeward.  Flunliug 
entirely  on  the  surtiice,  tliis  was  soon  effected,  mid  ^le  young 
man  checked  the  drifl  when  he  was  told  that  tlie  ct^m  of  tho 
scow  was  within  fifteen  or  eighteen  feet  of  the  desired  spot 

In  excculiiig  this  manceuvre,  Deerelayer  had  proceeded 
promptly ;  for  while  he  did  not  iii  the  least  doubt  that  he  wa« 
both  walelied  and  followed  by  the  foe,  he  believed  he  had  d»- 
tmcled  their  niovemenla  by  tlie  apparent  uncertainty  of  his 
(iwn,  and  he  knew  they  could  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
that  the  rock  was  his  wni,  unless  indeed  one  of  the  prisonois 
had  betrayed  him  ;  a  chance  so  improbable  in  itself  as  to  giro 
him  no  concern,  Notwitlistanding  the  celerity  and  deci^on  of 
Ills  movements,  he  did  not,  however,  venture  so  near  the  shore 
without  tjilting  due  precautions  to  effect  a  retreat,  in  the  event 
of  its  bocomini;  necessarv.     Tla   held  the  line  in  his  hand,  and 
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lions  occupied  by  either  friends  or  foes.  In  a  word,  the  trained 
sagacity  and  untiring  caution  of  an  Indian  were  all  he  had  to 
rely  on,  amid  the  critical  risks  he  unavoidably  ran. 

"  Is  the  rock  empty,  Judith  ?"  inquired  Deerslayer,  as  soon  as 
he  had  checked  the  drift  of  the  ark,  deeming  it  imprudent  to 
venture  unnecessarily  near  the  shore.  "  Is  anything  to  be  seen 
of  the  Delaware  chief?" 

"  Nothing,  Deerslayer.  Neither  rock,  shore,  tree,  nor  lake 
seems  to  have  ever  held  a  human  form." 

"  Keep  close,  Judith — keep  close,  Hetty — a  rifle  has  a  pry- 
ing eye,  a  nimble  foot,  and  a  de8j>erate  fatal  tongue.  Keep 
close  then,  but  keep  up  actyve  looks,  and  be  on  the  alart 
'Twould  grieve  me  to  the  heart  did  any  harm  befal  either  of 
you." 

"  And  yoUy  Deerslayer  !"  exclaimed  Judith,  turning  her  hand- 
some face  from  the  loop,  to  bestow  a  gracious  and  grateful  look 
on  the  young  man  ;  "  do  you  *  keep  dose,'  and  have  a  proper 
care  that  the  savages  do  not  catch  a  glimpse  of  you  I  A  bullet 
might  be  as  fatal  to  you  as  to  one  of  us ;  and  the  blow  that 
you  felt  would  be  felt  by  all." 

"No  fear  of  mc,  Judith — no  fear  of  me,  my  good  gal. 
Do  not  look  this-a-way,  although  you  look  so  pleasant  and 
comely,  but  keep  your  eyes  on  the  rock,  and  the  shore,  and 
the ^" 

Deerslayer  was  interrupted  by  a  slight  exclamation  from  the 
girl,  who,  in  obedience  to  his  hurried  gestures,  as  much  as  in 
obedience  to  his  words,  had  immediately  bent  her  looks  again  in 
the  opposite  direction. 

"  What  is't  ?— what  is't,  Judith  ?"  he  hastily  demanded.  "  Is 
anything  to  be  seen  ?" 

"  There  is  a  man  on  the  rock  ! — ^an  Indian  warrior  in  his  paint 
and  armed !" 

"  Where  does  he  wear  his  hawk's  feather  ?"  eagerly  added 
Deerslayer,  relaxing  his  hold  of  the  line,  in  readiness  to  drift 
nearer  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  "  Is  it  fast  to  the  war-lock, 
or  does  he  carry  it  above  the  lefi  ear  ?" 


"  Tis  as  you  si\y,  above  the  Eefl  ear  ;  lie  smiles,  too,  and  mut- 
ters the  word  '  Mohican.' " 

"  God  be  priused,  'tis  the  Sarjient  at  last !"  exclaimed  the 
young  man,  euRering  the  line  to  slip  through  his  hands,  until 
hearing  a  light  bound  in  the  other  end  of  the  craft,  he  instantly 
checked  the  rope,  and  began  ta  haul  it  in  agiun,  under  the  as- 
surance that  his  objeot  was  effected. 

At  tliat  moment  the  door  of  the  cabin  was  opened  hastily, 
and  a  warrior,  darting  through  the  little  room,  stood  at  Deer- 
slayer'a  side,  si]n[<ly  utt^iiing  the  exclamation  **  Hugh  I"  At 
the  next  instant  Judith  and  Hetty  shrieked,  and  the  air  waa 
filled  with  the  yell  of  twenty  savages,  who  came  leaping  through 
the  branches  down  the  bank,  some  actually  &lling  headlong  inla 
the  water  in  their  haste. 

"Pnll,  Deerelaycr,"  cried  Judith,  hastily  barring  the  door,  in 
order  to  prevent  an  inroad  by  the  pa&sage  through  wliicli  the 
Di'laware  bad  just  entered  ;  "pull  for  life  and  death — the  lake 
is  full  of  (tav.igea  wading  after  us  !" 
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passed  astern,  they  were  compelled  to  inquire  of  the  girls  into 
the  state  of  the  chase. 

"  What  now,  Judith  ? — what  next  ?  Do  the  Mingos  still  fol- 
low, or  are  we  quit  of  'em  for  the  present  ?"  demanded  Deer- 
slayer,  when  he  felt  the  rope  yielding,  as  if  the  scow  was  going 
fiist  ahead,  and  heard  the  scream  and  the  laugh  of  the  girl 
almost  in  the  same  breath. 

"  They  have  vanished ! — one,  the  last,  is  just  burying  him- 
self in  the  bushes  of  the  bank — ^there,  he  has  disappeared  in 
the  shadows  of  the  trees  !  You  liave  got  your  friend,  and  we 
are  all  safe  P 

The  two  men  now  made  another  great  effort,  pulled  the  ark 
up  swiftly  to  the  grapnel,  tripped  it,  and  when  the  scow  had 
shot  some  distance,  and  lost  its  way,  they  let  the  anchor  drop 
again  ;  then,  for  the  first  time  since  their  meeting,  they  ceased 
their  efforts.  As  the  floating  house  now  lay  several  hundred 
feet  from  the  shore,  and  offered  a  complete  protection  against 
bullets,  there  was  no  longer  any  danger,  or  any  motive  for  imme- 
diate exertion. 

The  manner  in  which  the  two  friends  now  recogTiised  each 
other  was  highly  characteristic.  Chingachgook,  a  noble,  tall, 
handsome,  and  athletic  young  Indian  warrior,  first  examined 
his  rifle  with  care,  opening  the  pan  to  make  sure  the  priming 
was  not  wet ;  and  assured  of  this  important  fact,  he  next  cast 
furtive  but  observant  glances  around  him  at  tlie  strange  habita- 
tion and  at  the  two  girls  ;  still  he  spoke  not,  and  most  of  all 
did  he  avoid  the  betrayal  of  a  womanish  curiosity  by  asking 
questions. 

**  Judith  and  Hetty,"  said  Deerslayer,  with  an  untaught,  na- 
tural courtesy,  "  this  is  the  Mohican  chief  of  whom  you've  he«ird 
me  speak ;  Chingachgook,  as  he  Is  called,  which  signifies  the 
Big  Sarpent ;  so  named  for  his  wisdom,  and  prudence,  and  cun- 
ning ;  my  'arliest  and  latest  friend.  I  know'd  it  must  be  ho,  by 
the  hawk's  feather  over  the  left  ear,  most  other  warriors  wearing 
'em  on  the  war-lock." 

Aft  Deerslayer  ceased  speaking,  he  laughed  heartily,  excited 


TTKire  ])erbaps  hy  tbe  delist  of  having  got  his  friend  safe  at 
hb  side,  under  drcuDutanc^s  so  trying,  than  by  any  concnt 
that  happened  to  cross  his  fancy,  aod  oxhibiljng  tJiis  outbreak- 
ing of  feeling  in  a  manner  that  win  a  little  remarkable,  since 
bis  merriment  waa  not  accomp&nied  by  any  noise.  Although 
Cbingachgook  bath  understood  and  spoke  English,  ho  was  un- 
willing  to  communicate  hia  thoughts  in  it,  like  most  Indians ; 
and  when  he  had  met  Judith's  cordial  shake  of  tho  hand,  and 
Hetty's  milder  salute,  in  the  courteous  manner  that  became  a 
ehief^  he  turned  away,  apparently  to  await  the  moment  when  it 
might  suit  bis  triond  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  bia  futura 
intentions,  and  to  give  a  narrative  of  wliat  had  passifd  sinco 
their  separation.  The  other  understood  hU  mi?aning,  and  dis- 
covered bis  own  mode  of  reasoning  in  (lie  matter  by  addressing 
tbe  girls. 

"This  wind  will  soon  die  awny  altogether,  now  the  sun  is 
down,"  he  said,  "and  there  is  no  need  of  rowing  ag'in  iL  In 
hulf  an  hour  or  so,  it  will  either  be  a  flat  calm  or  the  air  will 
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these  events,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  the  speaker 
touched  only  on  the  outlines,  more  particular!}'  abstaining  from 
saying  anything  about  his  encounter  with,  and  victory  over  the 
Iroquois,  as  well  as  to  his  own  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
deserted  young  women.  When  Deerslayer  ended,  the  Delaware 
took  up  the  narrative  in  turn,  speaking  scntcntiously,  and  with 
great  dignity.  His  account  was  both  clear  and  short,  nor  was 
it  embellished  by  any  incidents  that  did  not  directly  concern 
the  history  of  his  departure  from  the  villages  of  his  people,  and 
his  arrival  in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehannah.  On  reaching 
the  latter,  which  was  at  a  point  only  half  a  mile  south  of  the 
outlet,  he  had  soon  struck  a  trail,  which  gave  him  notice  of  the 
probable  vicinity  of  enemies.  Being  prcj)ared  for  such  an 
occurrence,  the  object  of  the  expedition  calling  him  directly 
into  the  neighborhood  of  the  party  of  Iroquois  that  was  known 
to  be  out,  he  considered  the  discovery  as  fortunate,  rather  than 
the  reverse,  and  took  the  usual  precautions  to  turn  it  to  account 
First  following  the  river  to  its  source,  and  ascertaining  the 
position  of  the  rock,  he  met  another  trail,  and  had  actually 
been  hovering  for  hours  on  the  flanks  of  his  enemies,  watching 
equally  for  an  opportunity  to  meet  his  mistress  and  to  bike  a 
scalp ;  and  it  may  be  questioned  which  he  most  ardently 
desired.  He  kept  near  tlie  lake,  and  occasionally  he  ventured 
to  some  spot  where  he  could  get  a  view  of  what  was  passing  on 
its  surface.  The  ark  had  been  seen  and  watched  from  the 
moment  it  hove  in  sight,  though  the  young  chief  was  necessarily 
ignorant  that  it  was  to  be  tlie  instrument  of  effecting  the 
desired  junction  with  his  friend.  The  uncertainty  of  its  move- 
ments, and  the  fact  that  it  was  unquestionably  managed  by 
white  men,  led  him  to  conjecture  the  truth,  however,  and  he 
held  himself  in  readiness  to  get  on  board  whenever  a  suitable 
occasion  might  offer.  As  the  sun  drew  near  the  horizon,  he 
repaired  to  the  rock,  where,  on  emerging  from  the  forest,  he 
was  gratified  in  finding  the  ark  lying  apparently  in  readiness  to 
receive  him.  The  manner  of  his  appearance,  and  of  his 
entrance  into  the  craft,  is  known. 


Although  ChiDgHcL^iMk  had  been  clo^lj  watching  hia 
enemies  for  hours,  Uu-ir  sudden  aud  close  pursuit,  as  he  rciclied 
ihe  scow,  wns  as  much  &  matter  of  surprise  to  himself  ns  it  had 
been  to  his  friend-  He  could  only  account  fur  it  by  the  fnct  of 
their  being  more  numerous  than  ho  had  at  first  supposed,  and 
by  llieir  having  out  pnrtiea,  of  the  existence  of  which  he  was 
in^noraiit.  Their  rc^lar  and  permanent  encampmeut,  if  the 
word  permanent  can  be  iipplied  to  the  residence  of  a  jmrty  that 
intended  In  remain  ont,  in  all  probabihtv,  but  a  few  weeks,  was 
not  far  from  the  spot  where  Hutter  and  Hurry  had  fallen  iiilo 
their  hands,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  near  a  spring. 

"  Well,  Snrpent,"  asked  Doerelaycr,  when  the  other  had 
ended  liw  brief  but  spirited  narrative,  s|)eaking  always  in  the 
Dehiware  tongue,  which,  for  the  reader's  convenience  only,  we 
render  into  the  peeuhar  vernacular  of  the  speaker. 

"  Well,  Sarpenl,  as  you've  been  scouljng  around  these 
Miugos,  have  you  anything  to  tell  us  of  their  captyvee;  tlia 
father  of  thcsu  young  women  and  another,  who,  I  somewhat 
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ourselves.  Of  course  they  are  kept  in  the  camp;  otherwise  they 
do  much  as  they  please." 

"I  rejoice  to  hear  this,  Deerslayer,"  returned  Judith,  "and 
now  we  are  joined  by  your  friend,  I  make  no  manner  of  question 
that  we  shall  find  an  opportunity  to  ransom  the  prisoners.  K 
there  are  any  women  in  the  camp,  I  have  articles  of  dress  that 
will  catch  their  eyes  ;  and,  should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst, 
we  can  open  the  good  chest,  which,  I  think,  will  be  found  to 
hold  things  that  may  tempt  the  chiefs." 

"Judith,"  said  the  young  man,  looking  up  at  her  with  a 
smile,  and  an  expression  of  earnest  curiosity,  that,  spite  of  the 
growing  obscurity,  did  not  escape  the  watchful  looks  of  the  girl, 
"  can  you  find  it  in  your  heart  to  part  with  your  own  finery  to 
release  prisoners  ;  even  though  one  be  your  own  father,  and  the 
other  is  your  sworn  suitor  and  lovyer  ?" 

The  flusli  on  the  ftice  of  the  girl  arose  in  part  from  resent- 
ment, but  more  perhaps  from  a  gentler  and  novel  feeling,  that, 
with  the  capricious  waywardness  of  taste,  had  been  rapidly 
rendering  her  more  sensitive  to  the  good  opinion  of  the  youth 
who  questioned  her,  than  to  that  of  any  other  person.  Suj>- 
pressing  the  angry  sensation,  with  instinctive  quickness,  she 
answered  with  a  readiness  and  truth  that  caused  her  sister  to 
draw  near  to  listen,  though  the  obtuse  intellect  of  the  latter  was 
far  from  comprehending  the  workings  of  a  heart  as  treacherous, 
as  uncertain,  and  as  impetuous  in  its  feelings  as  that  of  the 
spoiled  and  flattered  beauty. 

"  Deerslayer,"  answered  Judith,  after  a  moment's  pause ;  "  I 
shall  be  honest  with  you.  I  confess  that  the  time  has  been  when 
what  you  call  finery  was  to  me  the  dearest  thing  on  earth  ;  but 
I  begin  to  feel  differently.  Though  Hurry  Harry  is  naught  to 
rae,  nor  ever  can  be,  I  would  give  all  I  own  to  set  him  free. 
If  I  would  do  this  for  blustering,  bullying,  talking  Hurry,  who 
has  nothing  but  good  looks  to  recommend  him,  you  may  judge 
what  I  would  do  for  my  own  father." 

"  This  soundn  well,  and  is  according  to  woman's  gifts.  Ah's 
I     The  same  feolin's  is  to  be  found  among  the  young  women 


of  the  Delaivaivs.  I've  known  'em,  oft^n  and  often,  sacrifice  their 
Viinity  to  llieir  heart".  'Tia  as  it  should  be — 'tUnsit  should  be, 
I  suiipiwe,  in  both  colof*.  Woman  traa  created  for  the  feclin's, 
Hnd  is  fin-tty  iiiiich  ruled  by  fwiiin' !" 

"  Waiild  Che  savagns  let  father  go,  if  Judith  and  I  gave  Iheni 
all  our  best  ihiujp !"  demanded  Hetty,  in  her  innocent,  mild 


night  interfere,  good    Hetty;    ye«,   lli«r 
re  with  such  an  ind  in  riew.     But,  tell  me, 
IS  it  aa  to  sijuaws  among  the  knaves ;  have  they 


"Their   worn 
■women  might  ii 
Sarpi;nt,  lio\ 
many  of  their  own  women  in  the  camp  ?" 

Tlie  Dolawure  heard  and  understood  al!  that  passed ;  though 
with  Indian  gravity  and  finesse  lie  had  sat,  with  averted  face, 
secniingly  iniitteiiti\'e  to  a  discourse  in  which  he  had  no  direct 
concern.  Tims  npiiealed  to,  however,  he  answered  his  friend  in 
his  ordinary  sentj^ntious  manner, 

"  Sis,"  he  Biild,  holding  up  all  the  fingera  of  one  hand,  and 
the  thumb  of  the  other ;   "  besides  Ihis."     The  last  nuinl>er 
ji'trotlifil ;  wbom,  with   the  itoetrv  and    truth  of 
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pleasant  they  laugh,  or  the  speech  becomes  to  the  other  person. 
Fve  seen  grim  warriors  listening  to  the  chattering  and  the 
laughing  of  young  gals  as  if  it  was  church  music ;  such  as  is 
heard  in  the  old  Dutch  church  that  stands  in  the  great  street 
of  Albany,  where  I've  been  more  than  once,  with  peltry  and 
game." 

**  And  you,  Deerslayer,''  said  Judith  quickly,  and  with  more 
sensibility  than  marked  her  usually  light  and  thoughtless  man- 
ner ;  ^  have  you  never  felt  how  pleasant  it  is  to  listen  to  the 
laugh  of  the  girl  you  love  ?" 

**  Lord  bless  you,  gal ! — why  Fve  never  lived  enough  among 
my  own  color  to  drop  into  them  sort  of  feelin's, — no,  never  !  I 
dares  to  say,  they  are  natVal  and  right ;  but  to  mo  there's  no 
music  so  sweet  as  the  sighing  of  the  wind  in  the  tree  tops,  and 
the  rippling  of  a  stream  from  a  full  sparkling  natyve  fountain 
of  pure  fresh  water ;  unless,  indeed,"  he  continued,  dropping  his 
head  for  an  instant  in  a  thoughtful  manner ;  ^  unless,  indeed,  it 
be  the  open  mouth  of  a  sartain  hound,  when  I'm  on  the  track 
of  a  fat  buck.  As  for  unsartain  dogs  I  care  little  for  their  cries, 
seein'  they  are  as  likely  to  8j>eak  when  the  deer  is  not  in  sight 
as  when  it  is." 

Judith  walked  slowly  and  pensively  away,  nor  was  there  any 
of  her  ordinary  calculating  coquetry  in  the  light  tremulous  sigh 
that,  unconsciously  to  herself,  arose  to  her  lips.  On  the  other 
hand,  Hetty  listened  with  guileless  attention  ;  though  it  struck 
her  simple  mind  as  singular,  Uiat  the  young  man  should  prefer 
the  melody  of  the  woods  to  the  songs  of  girls,  or  even  to  the 
laugh  of  innocence  and  joy.  Accustomed,  however,  to  defer  in 
most  things  to  her  sister,  she  soon  followed  Judith  into  the 
cabin,  where  she  took  a  seat,  and  remained  pondering  intensely 
over  some  occurrence,  or  resolution,  or  opinion,  which  was  a 
secret  to  all  but  herself.  Left  alone,  Deerslayer  and  his  friend 
resumed  their  discourse. 

"  Has  the  young  pale  face  hunter  been  long  on  this  lake  If" 
demanded  the  Delaware,  after  courteously  waiting  for  the  other 

to  ipeak  tirst 

8 


"  Only  siiii'C  yest<.TtIiiy  noon,  Siirpent ;  tbough  Lhat  has  bem 
long  cnuugh  tu  see  find  du  mucli." 

The  gaze  thut  the  ludinti  fasleiied  on  ha  companion  was  so 
keeu  thut  it  aeenicd  U>  iiuick  the  gathering  darkness  of  tbc  uighL 
As  the  other  furtively  returueil  Ilia  look,  he  snw  the  two  blai^ 
eyes  glisteniii^r  on  him,  like  the  IhiIIs  of  tlie  pnnthcr,  or  titose  of 
the  iHjnned  wolf.  He  understood  the  meaning  of  tLia  glowing 
guM,  and  uuswered  evasivi'ly,  as  he  fancied  would  best  become 
the  modesty  of  a  wliite  man'a  gifla. 

"'Tis  as  you  suspect,  Sarjieiit;  yes,  'tis  somewhat  ihal-a-way, 
1  have  fell  ill  with  the  mimy,  and  I  suppose  it  may  be  said 
I've  fou't  Lhem,  too." 

An  exdainatioD  of  dehght  and  exultation  escaped  tlie  Indian ; 
and  then,  hiving  his  hand  eagerly  on  the  arm  of  his  friend,  he 
asked  if  there  wi'j-e  any  scalps  biken. 

"  That  I  will  mainUin,  in  the  face  of  all  the  Delaware  tribe, 
old  Taraenund,  »nd  your  father,  the  great  Uncus,  as  weli  as  the 
rest,  is  ag'in  wliil*  gifis  !  Mi/  stalp  is  on  niy  head,  as  you  can 
s,^o,  Siirjiriil,  :ii]d  thiit  «as  tli.-  ortly  f^'iilp  that  ivas  in  danger. 
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luB  providence  by  forgetting  my  birth  and  natur'.  White  he 
made  me,  and  white  I  shall  live  and  die." 

**  Good  I  Deerslayer  is  a  pale-face,  and  has  pale-£ioe  hands. 
A  Delaware  will  look  for  the  scalp,  and  hang  it  on  a  pole,  and 
sing  a  song  in  his  honor,  when  we  go  back  to  our  people.  The 
honor  belongs  to  the  tribe  ;  it  must  not  be  lost." 

'^This  is  easy  talking,  but  'twill  not  be  as  easy  doing.  The 
Mingo's  body  is  in  the  hands  of  his  fri'nds,  and,  no  doubt,  is 
hid  in  some  hole,  where  Delaware  cunning  will  never  be  able 
to  get  at  the  scalp." 

The  young  man  then  gave  his  friend  a  succinct,  but  clear 
account  of  the  event  of  the  morning,  concealing  nothing  of  any 
moment,  and  yet  touching  on  everything  modestly,  and  with 
a  careful  attention  to  avoid  the  Indian  habit  of  boasting. 
Chingachgook  ag^n  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  honor  won 
by  his  friend,  and  then  both  arose,  the  hour  having  arrived 
when  it  became  prudent  to  move  the  ark  further  from  the 
land. 

It  was  now  quite  dark ;  the  heavens  having  become  clouded, 
and  the  stars  hid.  The  north  wind  had  ceased,  as  was  usual, 
with  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  a  light  air  arose  from  the 
south.  This  change  favoring  the  design  of  Deerslayer,  he  lifted 
his  grapnel,  and  the  scow  immediately  and  quite  perceptibly 
b^an  to  drift  more  into  the  lake.  The  sail  was  set,  when  the 
motion  of  the  craft  increased  to  a  rate  not  much  less  than  two 
miles  in  the  hour.  As  this  superseded  the  necessity  of  rowing 
— an  occupation  that  an  Indian  would  not  be  likely  to  desire — 
Deerslayer,  Chingachgook,  and  Judith  seated  themselves  in  the 
stem  of  the  scow,  where  the  first  governed  its  movements  by 
holding  the  oar.  Here  they  discoursed  on  their  future  move- 
ments, and  on  the  means  that  ought  to  be  used  in  order  to 
effect  the  liberation  of  their  friends. 

In  this  dialogue  Judith  held  a  material  part ;  the  Delaware 
readily  understanding  all  she  said,  while  his  own  replies  and 
remarks,  both  of  which  were  few  and  pithy,  were  occasionally 
rendered  into  English  by  his  friend.    Judith  rose  greatly  in  the 
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estimation  of  her  companions,  in  the  half  hour  that  fulloved. 
Pronipt  of  n'solution  and  tirui  of  }jurjio»^,  her  auggestioDS  And 
expeilit'iits  pirtuok  of  her  Hpirit  and  sagocitj,  both  of  which 
were  of  a  character  to  find  favor  with  iiieu  of  the  froutier. 
The  events  thiit  had  occurred  since  their  meeting,  f»  well  » 
her  Isolated  and  dependent  situation,  induced  the  girl  (o  feel 
luwanLs  l^eerwlayer  like  the  friend  of  a  y^T,  instead  of  an 
nci]aaiTitimcu  of  a  day  ;  and  so  coin[ilelely  hiid  she  been  wun 
by  hU  guilder  truth  of  character  and  of  feehng — pure  uovelties 
in  ifur  Hex,  a$  respected  her  own  ex{>ericnce — that  his  pecu- 
liarities excited  her  curiosity,  and  created  a  conHdeDce  that  had 
never  been  awakened  by  any  other  man.  Ilitherto  she  bad 
been  comjielted  to  stand  on  the  defenMve,  in  her  intercoune 
witli  men,— with  what  success  was  best  known  to  herself;  but 
here  had  she  been  suddenly  thrown  into  the  society,  and  under 
the  protection  of  a  youth,  who  evidently  wi  httle  contemplated 
evil  towards  herself  m  if  ho  had  been  her  brotlier.  The 
freshness  of  his  integrity,  the  jioetry  and  truth  of  his  feelings, 
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TiLich  the  light  of  his  honesty  was  ever  shining ;  and  even  his 
indifference  to  charms  that  so  rarely  failed  to  produce  a  sensation 
piqued  the  pride  of  the  girl,  and  gave  him  an  interest  that 
another,  seemingly  more  ^Eivored  hy  nature,  might  have  failed 
to  excite. 

In  this  manner  half  an  hour  passed,  during  which  time  the 
ark  had  been  slowly  stealing  over  the  water,  the  darkness 
tliickening  around  it ;  tliough  it  was  easy  to  see  that  the  gloom 
of  the  forest  at  the  southern  end  of  the  lake  was  getting  to  bo 
distant,  while  the  mountains  that  lined  the  sides  of  the  beautiful 
basin  were  overshadowing  it,  nearly  from  side  to  side.  There 
was,  indeed,  a  narrow  stripe  of  water,  in  the  centre  of  the  lake, 
where  the  dim  light  that  was  still  shed  from  the  heavens  fell 
upon  its  surface,  in  a  line  extending  north  and  south  ;  and  along 
this  fiunt  tract — a  sort  of  inverted  milky- way,  in  which  the 
obscurity  was  not  quite  as  dense  as  in  other  places — the  scow 
lield  her  course,  he  who  steered  well  knowing  that  it  led  in  the 
direction  he  wished  to  go.  The  reader  is  not  to  suppose, 
however,  that  any  difficulty  could  exist  as  to  the  course.  This 
would  have  been  determined  by  that  of  the  air,  had  it  not  been 
possible  to  distinguish  the  mountiiins,  as  well  as  by  the  dim 
opening  to  the  south,  which  marked  the  position  of  the  valley  in 
that  quarter,  above  the  plain  of  bill  trees,  by  a  sort  of  lessened 
obscurity ;  the  difference  between  the  darkness  of  the  forest,  and 
that  of  the  night,  as  seen  only  in  the  air.  The  peculinrities  at 
length  caught  the  attention  of  Judith  and  the  Deerslayer,  and 
the  conversation  ceased,  to  allow  each  to  gaze  at  the  solemn 
stillness  and  deep  repose  of  nature. 

**Tis  a  gloomy  night,"  observed  the  girl,  after  a  pause  of 
several  minutes.     "  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  find  the  castle." 

"  Little  fear  of  our  missing  that^  if  we  keep  this  path,  in  the 
middle  of  the  lake,"  returned  the  young  man.  "  Natur^  has 
made  us  a  road  here,  and,  dim  as  it  is,  there'll  be  little  difficulty 
in  following  it." 

"  Do  you  hear  nothing,  Deerslayer  ?  It  seemed  a^  if  the 
water  was  stirring  quite  near  us  !" 


"  Siirtaiiil;  sometliing  did  movi;  the  water,  (uioommon  like ; 
it  must  liaie  been  a  fish.  Them  creatur'a  prey  u}«ni  each  otber 
llbe  men  and  aninmls  on  the  IsnJ  ;  one  has  lenpeJ  into  the  air, 
and  fallen  back  bard  into  hia  own  element,  Tis  of  little  use, 
.luiJilli,  for  any  to  strive  to  get  out  of  their  elements,  »nce  it'i 
natur'  to  stay  in  'em  ;  and  natur'  will  have  its  way.  Ha!  tkat 
sounds   like   a   paddle,  uaed  with  more  than  oommoti   cau- 

At  thin  moment  tJie  Delaware  bent  forward  and  pointed 
nisnificnntiy  into  the  boundary  of  gloom,  as  if  some  object  had 
suddenly  caught  his  eye.  Both  Deerslayer  and  Judith  followed 
tlie  direction  of  his  gesture,  and  each  got  a  view  of  a  canoe  nX 
the  same  instant.  The  glimpse  of  this  startUiig  net^bbur  was 
dim,  and,  to  eyca  less  practised,  it  might  have  been  uncertain ; 
though  to  those  in  the  ark,  the  object  was  eiidently  a  canoe, 
with  a  single  individual  in  it;  Uie  1at(«r  standing  erect  and 
paddling.  IIuw  many  lay  concealed  in  ila  bottom,  of  course 
cinld  iml.  he  known.      Fliffht.  bv   mean*  of  oars,  fmni   a  bark 


THB     DRKRSLATER.  173 

the  ark  from  passiDg  the  spot  where  the  canoe  lay.  This  la^l 
expedient,  however,  was  not  taken  in  time  ;  for  the  moment  inn 
of  so  heavy  a  craft  and  the  impulsion  of  the  air  soon  set  her  by, 
bringing  Hetty  directly  to  windward,  though  still  visible,  as  th:^ 
change  in  the  positions  of  the  two  boats  now  placed  her  in  that 
species  of  milky-way  which  has  been  mentioned. 

**  What  can  this  mean,  Judith  T  demanded  Deerslayer.  "  Why 
has  your  sisU^r  taken  the  canoe,  and  left  us  ?'^ 

•*  You  know  she  is  feeble-minded,  j)uor  girl !  and  she  has  her 
own  ideas  of  what  oujjht  to  be  done.  She  loves  her  father  more 
than  most  children  love  their  parents — and  then — " 

**  Then,  what,  gal  ?  This  is  a  trying  moment ;  one  in  which 
truth  must  be  spoken  ?'' 

Judith  felt  a  generous  and  womanly  regret  at  betrapng  her 
9ster,  and  she  hesitated  ere  she  spoke  again.  But  once  more 
urged  by  Deerslayer,  and  conscious  herself  of  all  the  risks  the 
whole  party  was  running  by  the  indiscretion  of  Hetty,  she  could 
refrain  no  longer. 

**Then,  I  fear,  poor,  weak-minded  Hetty  has  not  been  alto- 
gether able  to  see  the  vanity,  and  madness,  and  folly,  that  lie 
hid  behind  the  handsome  face  and  fine  form  of  Hurry  Harry. 
She  talks  of  him  in  hor  sleep,  and  sometimes  betrays  the  incli- 
nation in  her  waking  moments.'^ 

"  You  think,  Judith,  that  your  sister  is  now  bent  on  some 
mad  scheme  to  serve  her  father  and  Hurry,  which  will,  in  all 
Kkclihood,  give  them  riptyles,  the  Mingos,  the  msistershij)  of  a 
canoe  r 

"  Such,  I  fear,  will  turn  out  to  be  the  fiict,  Deerslayer.  Pw)r 
Hetty  has  hardly  sufficient  cunning  to  outwit  a  savage." 

All  this  while  the  canoe,  with  the  form  of  Hetty  erect  in  one 
end  of  it,  was  dimly  perceptible ;  though  the  greater  drift  of  the 
ark  rendered  it  at  each  instant  less  and  less  di«*tinct.  It  was 
evident  no  time  was  to  be  lust,  lest  it  should  altogether  disap- 
pear. The  rifles  were  now  laid  aside  as  useless ;  the  two  men 
seizing  the  oars,  and  sweeping  the  head  of  the  scow  round  in  the 
direction  of  the  canoe.    Judith,  accustomed  to  the  ciG^o^,  ilL<b7i  Va 


tlie  other  end  of  tbe  ark  and  |>Liccd  herself  nt  what  might  be 
thJIikI  the  helm.  Iletty  took  the  nlitnn  nt  tht««  [ireparations, 
which  could  not  be  rnndo  without  noise,  and  started  off  like  a 
bird  that  bad  bwn  suddenly  [lut  up  by  the  approach  of  unex- 
pected danger. 

As  Deerslayer  and  his  comjmnion  rowed  with  the  eneigy  of 
those  who  feltthe  necessity  of  straining  every  neri'e,  and  Hetty's 
strengih  was  impaired  by  a  iiert'ous  desire  to  escape,  the  chase 
would  have  quickly  term i Dated  in  the  capture  of  llin  furtive  hud 
not  tile  girl  mndu  sei'eral  short  and  unlooked-for  deviations  in 
)>er  coiir«e.  I'hette  turnings  gave  her  time,  and  tliey  had  also 
the  eficict  of  gradually  bringing  both  canoe  and  fiik  within  the 
deejier  gloom  cast  by  the  shadows  from  the  hills.  Tliey  aluo 
gradually  increased  the  distance  between  the  fugitive  and  her 
pursuon,  until  .luditli  called  out  to  her  companions  to  cea<o 
rowing,  for  she  had  comfiletely  lost  sight  of  the  cstioo. 

WJicD  this  mortifying  annouuceinent  was  made,  Hetty  was 
acluallv  so  near   as  t«   understand  every  svllable   her  sister 
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erk  in  ihe  noiMleBH  manner  related  ;  and  then  it  appeared  to  be 
nuxnentarily  exlutusW.  Even  the  duublings  of  the  canoe  had 
been  as  much  the  consequence  of  an  uncertain  hand,  and  <rf' 
nenous  fetation,  at  of  any  craftiness  or  calcuUtion. 

The  pause  continued  several  minutes ;  during  which  Deer- 
stayer  and  the  Delnware  conferred  together  in  the  language  of 
the  latter.  Then  the  ootk  dipped  again,  and  the  ark  moved 
away,  rowing  with  as  little  niuse  as  possible.  It  stcored  west- 
ward, a  little  southerly,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  encumpment 
of  the  enemy.  Uavinjj  reached  a  point  at  no  grenC  distance 
from  the  shore,  and  where  the  obscurity  was  intense,  on  account 
of  the  proximity  of  the  land,  it  lay  there  near  an  hour,  in  wait- 
ing for  the  expected  aj.proach  of  Hetty  ;  who,  it  was  thought, 
would  make  the  best  of  her  way  to  that  s|>ot  as  soon  as  she 
believed  herself  relieved  from  tlie  danger  of  pursuit.  No  success 
rewarded  this  little  blockade,  however ;  DiMtber  appearance  nor 
sound  denutiug  the  passage  of  the  canoe.  Disappointed  at  this 
biilure,  and  conscious  of  the  iin))ortance  of  getting  poss^-ssion  of 
the  fortress  before  it  could  be  seized  by  the  enemy,  I'eerslaver 
now  took  bis  way  towards  the  castle,  with  the  apprehension  that 
mU  his  foresight  in  securing  the  canoes  would  be  defeated  by  this 
unguarded  and  alarming  ntovement  on  the  part  of  llio  feeble- 
minded Hetty. 


CHAPTER    X. 


Fbar,  ax  mucli  as  calculation,  hud  inducdd  H«tty  U>  ceme 
paddling,  when  hAk  found  Ihat  hi>r  ^uimiers  did  not  know  in 
which  din>ction  Ui  proceed.  Slie  remained  statLunar}-,  until  the 
ark  had  pulled  in  near  the  encanipinenl,  rs  Iirb  been  related  in 
lli^  jireoetlins  ohnpt^r;  when  she  resumed  the  puddle,  and  with 
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even  hit  the  castle ;  the  latter  lying  above  it,  almost  in  a  direct 
line  with  the  wind.  Such  then  was  Hetty's  intention  ;  and  she 
landed  on  the  extremity  of  the  gravelly  point,  beneath  an 
overhanging  oak,  with  the  express  intention  of  shoving  the 
canoe  off  from  the  shore,  in  order  that  it  might  drift  up  towards 
her  father's  insulated  abode.  She  knew,  too,  from  the  logs  that 
occasionally  floated  about  the  lake,  that  did  it  miss  the  castle 
and  its  appendages,  the  wind  would  be  likely  to  change 
before  the  canoe  could  reach  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake, 
and  that  Deerslayer  might  have  an  opportunity  of  regaining  it 
in  the  morning,  when  no  doubt  he  would  be  earnestly  swroping 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  whole  of  its  wooded  shores, 
with  the  glass.  In  all  this,  too,  Hetty  was  less  governed  by 
any  chain  of  reasoning  than  by  her  habits;  the  latter  often 
supplying  the  defects  of  mind  in  human  beings,  as  tliey 
perform  the  same  office  for  animals  of  the  inferior  classes. 

The  girl  was  quite  an  hour  finding  her  way  to  the  point,  the 
distance  and  the  obscurity  equally  detaining  her ;  but  she  was 
no  sooner  on  the  gravelly  beach  than  she  prepared  to  set  the 
canoe  adrift,  in  the  manner  mentioned.  While  in  the  act  of 
pushing  it  from  her,  she  heard  low  voices  that  seemed  to  come 
from  among  the  trees  behind  her.  Startled  at  this  unexpected 
danger,  Hetty  was  on  the  point  of  springing  into  the  canoe 
again,  in  order  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  when  she  thought  she 
recognised  tlie  tones  of  Judith's  melodious  voice.  Bending 
forward  so  as  to  catch  the  sounds  more  directly,  they  evidently 
came  from  the  water ;  and  then  she  understood  that  the  ark 
was  approaching  from  the  south,  and  so  close  in  with  the 
western  shore  as  necessarily  to  cause  it  to  pass  the  {X)int  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  spot  where  she  stood.  Here,  then,  was  all 
she  could  desire;  the  canoe  was  shoved  off  into  the  lake, 
leaving  its  late  occupant  alone  on  the  narrow  strand. 

When  this  act  of  self  devotion  was  performed,  Hetty  did  not 
retire.  The  foliage  of  the  overlianging  trees  and  bushes  would 
have  almobt  concealed  her  person,  had  there  been  light ;  but 
in  that  obsounty,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  (Wmson^t  kwj 


ob)>n  tliUK  ahfidt^d,  aL  tLc  dLstJiDco  of  a  fbw  fi>et.  Fliffal,  too, 
H.is  j»erfrctly  easy,  us  Iweotj  stops  would  effeclually  bnry  l»er 
in  the  forcsU  She  remaiued.  theMure,  wiildiing  with  intenm 
anxit'tv  tliK  Tra>ult  of  licr  «xjHMliL'Dl,  iDtviKluig-  tu  rnll  tha 
iitU'iiiiun  of  the  oliiers  Ui  the  canoe  with  hta  >'oice,  should  they 
ajijiecir  to  pass  uithuui  utiAerving  it.  The  arfc  ]ii>prtxiched 
under  its  Miil  agitiu ;  Deetslayer  standing  in  its  bovr,  nitlt 
JuditI)  neur  hini,  and  the  Delaware  at  the  hi'hn.  It  would 
sL-eu]  IhHt,  in  ibc  bay  below,  it  tiad  gut  loo  dose  to  the  !.hore, 
iu  the  lingering  liujie  of  iiil«rcei)Ung  Hetty  ;  for,  as  it  eaaie 
nearer,  tlie  liitl«r  difatiiietly  lieanl  tlie  din-ctkms  that  the  young 
DiaD  forward  gave  to  lib  eMiijMiiion,  iu  order  to  dear  the  poiDL 

"  Lay  her  head  more  off  the  shore,  Delaware,"  said  Deer^ 
slayer,  for  the  third  IJrae,  speaking  in  English,  that  bis  bir 
conijiaiiion  might  understand  his  words ;  "  lay  lier  head  well 
oS  shore.  We  have  got  embayed  here,  and  needs  keep  the 
mast  clear  of  the  trees.     JuditU,  tliere'«  a  canoe !" 

Thii  last  words  were  uttered  witii  great  i 
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"  Neither  will  harm  a  poor  half-witted  girl,  Judith.  God  is 
M  much  with  me  here  m  he  would  be  in  the  ark,  or  in  the  hut 
I  am  going  to  help  ray  father  and  poor  Hurry  llany- ;  who  will 
be  tortured  and  slain,  unless  some  one  cares  for  them/* 

"  We  all  care  for  tliem,  and  intend  to-morrow  to  send  them 
a  li'ig  of  truce  to  buy  their  ransom.  Come  back  then,  sister ; 
tnist  to  us,  who  have  better  heads  than  you,  and  who  will  do 
all  we  can  for  father.'* 

**  I  know  your  head  is  better  than  mine,  Judith,  for  mine  is 
very  weak,  to  be  sure ;  but  I  must  go  to  father  and  poor 
Hurry.  Do  you  and  Deerslayer  keep  tlie  castle,  sister ;  leave 
me  in  the  hands  of  God.*' 

**  God  is  with  us  all,  Hetty — in  the  castle,  or  on  the  shore — 
iatlier  as  well  as  ourselves ;  and  it  is  sinful  not  to  trust  to  his 
goodness.  You  can  do  nothing  in  the  dark ;  will  lose  your 
way  in  the  forest,  and  perish  for  want  of  food." 

"  God  will  not  let  that  happen  to  a  poor  child  that  goes  to 
8er\'e  her  father,  sister.     I  must  try  and  find  the  savages." 

"  Come  back,  for  this  night  only  ;  in  the  morning  we  will 
put  you  ashore,  and  leave  you  to  do  as  you  may  think  right" 

'*  You  say  so,  Judith,  and  you  think  so  ;  but  you  would  not 
Your  heart  would  soften,  and  you'd  see  tomahawks  and  scalp- 
ing-knives  in  the  air.  Besides,  I've  got  a  thing  to  tell  the 
Indian  chief  that  will  answer  all  our  wishes ;  and  Fm  afraid  I 
may  forget  it  if  I  don't  tell  it  to  him  at  once.  You'll  see  that 
he  will  let  father  go  as  soon  as  he  hears  it !' 

"  Poor  Hetty  !  What  can  you  siiy  to  a  ferocious  savage,  that 
will  be  hkely  to  change  his  bloody  purpose  !" 

"  Tliat  which  will  frighten  him,  and  make  him  let  father  go," 
returned  the  simple-minded  girl,  positively.  "  You'll  see, 
sister ;  you'll  see  how  soon  it  will  bring  him  to,  like  a  gentle 

child  r 

"  Will  you  tell  me,  Hetty,  what  you  intend  to  say  ?"  asked 
Deerslayer;  "I  know  the  savages  well,  and  can  form  some 
Idee  how  fer  fiiir  words  will  be  likely,  or  not,  to  work  on  their 


lody  natui  \.     If  it's  not  aiiited  to  the  gifts  of  a  red-skin,  'twil! 

of  tio  use  ;  for  rpuson  goea  by  gifU,  aa  welt  as  conduct."' 

"  Well,  tiieu,"  answered  Hetty,  dropping  her  voice  to  h  low, 

[xMifideiitia]  tone  ;  for  the  »tj1lnces  of  the  night  and  iLe  nenmess 

'  llic  ark  permitted  her  to  do  this,  and  still  to  be  heard. 

['  Well,  then,  Deerslayer,  as  you  seem  a  good  and  iionest  young 

111,  I  will  toll  you.     I  mean  not  to  sav  a  word  to  any  of  the 

ivairis  until   I  get  fiiee  to  face  with  their  head  chief,  let  them 

le  me  with    as  many  questions  as  they  pleas* ;   no — 1*11 

i-r   none  of  them,   unless  it  be  to   l#ll   them   to  lead  me 

leir  wisest  man.     Then,  Deerslayer,  ni   tell  him  that  God 

ikjI   forgive   murder   and   thetlfl;  and  that  if  fiither  and 

y  did  go  after  thf  scal]>s  of  the  Iroquois,  ho  must  return 

[frxKl  fr>r  evil,  for  so  the  bible  commands,  else  he  will  ^  into 

irjasting  puiiiahment.     When  he  hears  this,  and  feeli  it  to  be 

le,  as  feel  it  he  must,  how  long  will  it  be  before  be  sends 

(ather,  and  Hurry,  and  me,  to  the  shore,  opposite  the  etutlc ; 
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hands  of  their  enemies.  After  a  short  and  melancholy  discus- 
sion, therefore,  the  sail  was  again  set,  and  the  ark  pursued  its 
course  towards  its  habitual  moorings ;  Deerslayer  silently  felici- 
tating himself  on  the  recovery  of  the  canoe,  and  brooding  over 
his  plans  for  the  morrow.  The  wind  rose  as  the  i>arty  quitted 
the  point,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  they  reached  the  castle. 
Here  all  was  found  as  it  had  been  left ;  and  the  reverse  of  the 
ceremonies  had  to  be  taken  in  entering  the  building,  that  had 
been  used  on  quitting  it.  Judith  occupied  a  solitary  bed  that 
night,  bedewing  the  pillow  with  her  tears,  as  she  thought  of 
the  innocent  and  hitherto  neglected  creature,  who  had  been  her 
companion  from  cliildhood  ;  and  bitter  regrets  came  over  her 
mind,  from  more  causes  than  one,  as  the  weary  hours  passed 
away,  making  it  nearly  morning  before  she  lost  her  recollection 
in  sleep.  Deerslayer  and  the  Delaware  took  their  rest  in  the 
ark,  where  we  shall  leave  them  enjoying  the  deep  sleep  of  the 
honest,  the  healthful,  and  fearless,  to  return  to  the  girl  we  have 
last  seen  in  the  midst  of  the  forest. 

When  Iletty  left,  the  shore,  she  took  her  way  unhesitatingly 
into  the  woods  with  a  nervous  apprehension  of  being  followed. 
Luckily,  this  course  was  the  best  she  could  have  hit  on  to  effect 
her  own  purpose,  since  it  was  the  only  one  that  led  her  from  the 
point  The  night  was  so  intensely  dark,  beneath  the  branches 
of  the  trees,  that  her  progress  was  very  slow,  and  the  direction 
she  went  altogether  a  matter  of  chance,  after  the  first  few  yards. 
The  formation  of  the  ground,  however,  did  not  permit  her  to 
deviate  far  from  the  line  in  which  she  desired  to  proceed.  On 
one  hand,  it  was  soon  bounded  by  the  acclivity  of  the  hill ; 
while  the  lake  on  the  other  served  as  a  guide.  For  two  hours 
did  this  single-hearted  and  simple-minded  girl  toil  through  the 
mazes  of  the  forest ;  sometimes  finding  herself  on  the  brow  of 
the  bank  that  bounded  the  water,  and  at  others  struggling  up 
an  ascent  that  warned  her  to  go  no  further  in  that  direction, 
since  it  necessarily  ran  at  right  angles  to  the  course  on  which 
she  wished  to  proceed.  Her  feet  often  shd  from  beneath  her, 
and  she  got  manj  h]]8,  though  none  to  do  her  \t\j\xry  \  \>\x\^\>i 


the  end  of  the  period  mentioned,  she  hiid  become  ao  weaty  as  to 
want  strf  tiglh  tu  go  any  further.  Rest  was  indispenaaUe ;  aad 
liic  set  nbiiut  j>rppitring  a  bed,  with  the  re^inese  und  eooloees 
of  one  U>  wliom  tlie  wilderness  jireeented  no  unnecessary  terrors. 
She  knew  thiit  wild  bensis  ruamed  through  all  the  iuljnc«nl 
forest,  but  animals  llint  preyed  on  the  human  species  were  raro, 
and  of  dangerous  serpenls  there  were  htcrally  none.  These  CtcEB 
had  been  taught  her  by  her  fulher ;  and  whatever  her  feeble 
mind  received  at  all,  it  reetfived  ao  eonlidingly  as  to  leave  Iter  do 
uneasiness  from  any  donbta  or  scepticism.  To  her  I  ha 
sublimity  of  tlio  solitude  in  which  she  was  |ilaced  was  soothing 
rather  tlian  sjipalling  ;  and  she  gathi'ri'd  a  bed  of  leaves,  with 
as  much  indifference  to  the  circumstances  that  would  hnva 
driven  the  thoughts  of  sleep  entirely  from  tlie  niinds  of  most 
of  her  sex,  its  if  lilie  had  been  preparing  her  place  of  nightly 
teat  beneath  llie  paternal  rooC 

As  noon  m  Hetty  had  collected  a  sufficient  number  of  iha 
dried    li'svcs  to  pnitect  her  pennn    frr>m   llie   dam]>s    of   the 
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most  striking  contrast  between  her  own'  humble  couch  and  the 
sleepless  pillow  of  her  sister. 

Hour  passed  after  hour,  in  a  tranquillity  as  undisturbed  and 
a  rest  as  sweet  as  if  angels,  expressly  commissioned  for  tliat 
object,  watched  around  the  bed  of  Hetty  Hutter.  Not  once 
did  her  soft  eyes  open,  until  the  grey  of  the  dawn  came 
stru«^gling  through  the  tops  of  the  trees,  falling  on  tiieir  lids, 
and,  united  to  the  freshness  of  a  summer's  morning,  giving  the 
luiual  summons  to  awake.  Ordinarily,  llctty  was  up  ero  the 
rays  of  the  sun  tipped  the  summits  of  the  mountains;  but  on 
this  occasion  her  fatigue  had  been  so  great,  and  her  rest  was  so 
profound,  that  the  customary  warnings  failed  of  their  eflect 
'J'he  girl  murmured  in  her  sleep,  threw  an  arm  forward,  smiled 
as  gently  as  an  infant  in  its  cradle,  but  still  slumbered.  In 
making  this  unconscious  gesture,  her  liand  fell  on  some  object 
that  was  warm,  and,  in  the  half-unconscious  state  in  which 
she  lay,  she  connected  the  circumstance  with  her  habits.  At 
the  next  moment,  a  rude  attack  was  made  on  her  side,  its  if  a 
rooting  animal  were  thrusting  its  snout  beneath,  with  a  desire 
to  force  her  }K»ition  ;  and  then,  uttering  the  name  of  **  Judith," 
she  awoke.  As  the  startled  girl  arose  to  a  sitting  attitude,  she 
perceived  that  some  dark  object  sprang  from  her,  scattering  the 
leaves  and  snapping  the  fallen  twigs  in  its  haste.  0])ening  her 
eyes,  and  recovering  from  the  first  confusion  ai  d  ahtonishment 
of  her  situation,  Hetty  perceived  a  cub,  of  the  conunon  American 
brown  bear,  balancing  itself  on  its  hinder  legs,  and  still  looking 
towards  her,  as  if  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  safe  to  trust 
itself  near  her  person  again.  The  first  impulse  of  Hetty,  who 
had  been  mistress  of  several  of  th(  se  cubs,  was  to  run  and 
seize  the  little  creature  as  a  prize,  but  a  loud  growl  warned  her 
of  the  danger  of  such  a  procedure.  Recoiling  a  few  stei)s,  the 
girl  looked  hurriedly  round,  and  perceived  the  dfuii  watching 
her  movements,  with  fiery  eyes,  at  no  great  distance.  A  hollow 
tree,  that  had  once  been  the  home  of  bees,  having  recently 
fiillen,  the  mother,  with  two  more  cubs,  was  feasting  on  the 
dainty  food  that  this  accident  had  placed  wiUim  \\^t  t^ott^  \ 
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a  the  situation  of  Its  tnmnt 


while  thfi  liTBt  kept  n  jealoc 
and  retkicss  young. 

It  would  exceed  all  the  mean*  of  human  knowledge  to  pre- 
tend to  aiial}-se  the  infliieucea  that  govern  the  nets  of  the  lower 
anitnaU.  On  this  occasion,  the  dam,  though  pros-erbi^ly  Geroe 
when  ite  young  is  thouglit  to  be  in  dangir,  ainnifest«d  no  in- 
l«iitiun  to  Attack  the  girl.  It  quitted  the  honey,  and  advanced 
to  a  jilaci.'  within  twenty  feet  of  hpr,  where  it  MUsed  ilaelf  on  ifc 
hinder  legs,  am!  balanced  its  body  in  a  sort  of  angry,  growling 
discontent,  but  approached  no  nearer.  Happily,  Hetty  did  not 
fly  On  the  funtriirj',  though  not  without  terror,  she  knelt  with 
her  taee  towards  the  animal,  and  with  clasped  hands  and  up- 
lifted eyes,  re|)onled  the  prayer  of  the  p^e^^ous  night.  This  act 
of  devotion  was  not  the  result  of  alarm  ;  it  was  a  duty  she  neTor 
neglected  to  ptrform  ere  sheslejit,  and  when  the  return  of  con- 
BCiou.aneas  awoke  her  to  the  business  of  the  day.  As  the  girl 
arose  from  her  kuees,  the  bear  dropped  on  his  feet  again,  and 
I  to  dra 
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earth,  and  went  brawling  into  the  lake,  between  steep  and  higli 
banks,  covered  with  trees.  Here  Hetty  performed  her  ablu- 
tions ;  then  drinking  of  the  pure  mountain  water,  she  went  her 
way,  refreshed  and  lighter  of  heart,  still  attended  by  her  singu- 
'  lar  companions.  Her  course  now  lay  along  a  broad  and 
nearly  level  terrace,  which  stretched  from  the  top  of  the  bank 
that  bounded  the  water,  to  a  low  acclivity  that  rose  to  a  second 
and  irregular  platform  above.  This  was  at  a  part  of  the  valley 
where  the  niountains  ran  obliquely,  forming  the  commencement 
of  a  plain  that  spread  between  the  hills,  southward  of  the  sheet 
of  water.  Hetty  knew,  by  this  circumstance,  that  she  was 
getting  near  to  the  encampment,  and  had  she  not,  the  bears 
would  have  given  her  warning  of  the  vicinity  of  human  beings. 
Snuffing  the  air,  the  dam  refused  to  follow  any  further,  though 
the  girl  looked  back  and  invited  her  to  come  by  childish  signs, 
and  even  by  direct  appeals  made  in  her  own  sweet  voice.  It 
was  while  making  her  way  slowly  through  some  bushes,  in  this 
manner,  with  averted  face  and  eyes  riveted  on  the  immovable 
animals,  that  the  girl  suddenly  found  her  steps  arrested  by  a 
human  hand,  that  was  laid  lightly  on  her  shoulder. 

"  Where  go  ?"  said  a  soft  female  voice,  speaking  hurriedly, 
and  in  concern.  "  Indian — red  man — savage — wicked  warrior 
— that-a-way." 

This  unexpected  salutation  alarmed  the  girl  no  more  than 
the  presence  of  the  fierce  inhabitants  of  tlie  woods.  It  took  her 
a  little  by  surprise,  it  is  true,  but  she  was  in  a  measure  prepared 
for  some  such  meeting ;  and  the  creature  who  stopped  her,  was 
as  little  likely  to  excite  terror  as  any  who  ever  appeared  in  the 
guise  of  an  Indian.  It  was  a  girl  not  much  older  than  herself, 
whose  smile  was  sunny  as  Judith^s  in  her  brightest  moment-*, 
whose  voice  was  melody  itself,  and  whose  accents  and  manner 
had  all  the  rebuked  gentleness  that  charjicterizes  the  sex  among 
a  people  who  habitually  treat  their  women  as  the  attendants 
and  servitors  of  the  warriors.  Beauty  among  the  women  of  the 
aboriginal  Americans,  before  they  have  become  exposed  to  the 
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hardships  of  wives  Hnd  mothers,  is  liy  >io  mefins  unoomnton. 
In  lliis  particulHr,  llic  oricrinxl  owners  of  tlie  country  were  not 
nolike  their  more  d\-ili»!d  succcssora  ;  nature  a])j>eariiig  to  h&re 
bestowed  that  deUaiey  of  mien  and  outline  tliAt  forms  so  great 
a  chnrm  iD  the  youthful  femdi^,  but  of  which  they  are  so  early 
dejirivt'J ;  and  that  too,  as  much  by  the  habits  of  domestic  life, 
Hs  from  any  uther  cause. 

The  girl  who  hnd  so  suddenly  arresU^  the  steps  of  Hetty, 
was  dressed  in  a  calico  mnntle,  that  pffbctually  protected  all  the 
upper  part  of  her  person,  while  h  abort  petlJcoat  of  blue  cloth 
edged  with  gold  lace,  that  fell  no  lower  than  her  knees,  k^igings 
of  the  same,  jind  moccasins  of  deer-skin,  coinjileted  her  attitw. 
Her  liiur  fell  in  long  dark  braids  down  her  shoulders  and  buck, 
and  WHS  parti'd  above  a  low  smooth  forehead,  in  a  way  to  soften 
the  expression  of  eyes  that  were  full  of  archness  and  natural 
feeling.  Her  face  wits  oval,  with  delicate  features;  llie  t^^eth 
were  evea  and  white ;  while  the  mouth  expressed  a  melancholy 
lendfrne*",  as  if  it  wore  this  pt-culiar  inenning'  in  intnitivp  per^ 
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at  this  unexpected  meeUng ;  the  pale-face  or  the  red  girl.  But 
though  a  little  surprised,  Wah-ta  !-Wah  was  the  most  willing  to 
speak,  and  far  the  readier  in  foreseeing  consequences,  as  well  as 
in  devising  means  to  avert  them.  Her  father,  during  her  child- 
hood, had  been  much  employed  as  a  warrior  by  the  authorities 
of  tlie  colony  ;  and  dwelling  tor  several  years  near  the  forts,  she 
had  caught  a  knowledge  of  the  English  tongue,  which  she  spoke 
in  the  usual  abbreviated  manner  of  an  Indian,  but  fluently,  and 
without  any  of  the  ordinary  reluctance  of  her  people. 

"Where  go?"  repeated  Wah-ta !- Wall,  returning  the  smile 
of  Hetty,  in  her  own  gentle,  winning  manner  ;  "  wicked  warrior 
that-a-way — ^ood  warrior  fiir  off." 

"  What's  your  name  ?"  asked  Hetty,  with  the  simplicity  of  a 
child. 

"  Wah-ta  !-Wah.  I  no  Mingo — good  Delaware — Yengeese 
friend.  Mingo  cruel,  and  love  scalp  for  blood — Delaware  love 
him  for  honor.     Come  here,  where  no  eyes." 

Wah-ta  !-Wah  now  led  her  companion  towards  the  lake, 
descending  the  bank  so  as  to  place  its  overhanging  trees  and 
bushes  between  them  and  any  probable  observers ;  nor  did  she 
stop  until  they  were  both  seated,  side  by  side,  on  a  fallen  log, 
one  end  of  which  actually  lay  buried  in  the  water. 

"  WTiy  you  come  for  ?"  the  young  Indian  eagerly  inquired ; 
"  where  you  come  from  ?" 

Hetty  told  her  tide  in  her  own  simple  and  truth-loving  man- 
ner. She  explained  the  situation  of  her  father,  and  stated  her 
desire  to  serve  him,  and,  if  i)ossible,  to  procure  his  release. 

"  Why  your  father  ci.»me  to  Mingo  camp  in  night  ?"  asked  tlie 
Indian  girl,  with  a  directness,  which,  if  not  borrowed  from  the 
otlier,  partook  largely  of  its  sincerity.  "  He  know  it  war-time, 
and  he  no  boy — he  no  want  beard — no  want  to  be  told  Iroquois 
carry  tomahawk,  and  knife,  and  rille.  Why  ho  come  night 
time,  seize  me  by  hair,  and  try  to  scalp  Delaware  girl  ?" 

"  You !"  said  Hetty,  almost  sickening  with  horror ;  "  did  he 
aeiae  you — did  he  try  to  scalp  you  P 

"  Why  no  ?     Delaware  9ca\p  sell  for  much  aa  Miug9  «((»h^^ 


Governor  no  t«tl  differenoe.     Wicked  L'iog  for  pa]e-&oe  to  soalp. 

No  bis  gifia,  OS  tli«  good  Deerslayer  alway  tell  me." 

"  And  do  you  kuow  Uie  IJeerslayer  t"  said  Hetty,  adoring 
witb  delight  and  surprise,  foT^etting  her  regrets  at  the  moment, 
in  the  influence  of  this  new  fecUng.  "  I  know  }]ini,  too.  He  is 
now  in  the  ark,  with  Judith,  and  a  Delaware  who  is  called  the 
Big  Serpent.     A  bold  and  bnndsome  warrior  is  this  Serpent^ 

Spite  of  the  rich  deep  color  that  nature  bad  bestowed  on  the 
Indian  beauty,  the  t^ll-tale  blood  deepened  on  her  cheeks,  until 
the  bl^sli  gave  new  animatioD  and  intelligence  to  her  jet-black 
eyes.  Raising  a  6nger  in  an  attitude  of  warning  she  dropped 
bt'r  voice,  already  so  soft  and  sweet,  nearly  to  a  wbbper,  as  she 
(^ntinuvd  the  discourse, 

"Chingachgouk !"  returned  tbe  DelawAre  girl,  sighing  out 
tlie  bnrsh  nanio,  in  sounds  so  softly  guttural  as  to  cause  it  to 
reach  the  car  in  melody.  "His  lather,  Uncaa — great  chief 
of  the  Maliicanni — next  to  old  Tamcnund !     More  i 
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gachgook  hiher  take  scalp,  grandfather  take  scalp — all  old  chief 
take  scalp ;  and  Chingacbgook  take  as  many  scalp  as  he  can 
carry,  himself!" 

^Then,  Hist,  his  sleep  of  nights  must  be  terrible  to  think  of! 
No  one  can  be  cruel  and  hope  to  be  forgiven." 

"  No  cruel — plenty  forgiven,"  returned  Wah-ta  !-Vvah,  stamp- 
ing her  little  foot  on  the  stony  strand,  and  shaking  her  head  in 
a  way  to  show  how  completely  feminine  feeling,  in  one  of  its 
aspects,  had  got  the  better  of  feminine  feeling  in  another.  "I 
tell  you.  Serpent  brave  ;  he  go  home  this  time  with  four,  yes, 
tvfo  scalp.*' 

**  And  is  that  his  errand  here  ?  Did  he  really  come  all  this 
distance,  across  mountains  and  valleys,  rivers  and  lakes,  to  tor- 
ment his  fellow-creatures,  and  do  so  wicked  a  thing  ?" 

This  question  at  once  appeased  the  growing  ire  of  the  half- 
offended  Indian  beauty.  It  completely  got  the  better  of  the 
prejudice!*  of  education,  and  turned  all  her  thoughts  to  a  gentler 
and  more  feminine  channel.  At  first,  she  looked  around  her 
suspiciously,  as  if  distrusting  eaves-droppers;  then  she  gazed 
wistfully  into  the  face  of  her  attentive  companion ;  after  which 
this  exhibition  of  girlish  coquetry  and  womanly  feeling  termi- 
nated by  her  covering  her  face  with  both  her  hands,  and  laugh- 
ing in  a  strain  that  might  well  be  termed  the  melody  of  the 
woods.  Dread  of  disco\ery,  however,  soon  put  a  stop  to  this 
naive  exhibition  of  feeling,  and  removing  her  hands,  this  creature 
of  impulses  gazed  again  wistfully  into  the  face  of  her  companion, 
as  if  inquiring  how  far  she  might  trust  a  stranger  with  her 
secret  Although  Hetty  had  no  claim  to  her  sister^s  extraordi- 
nary beauty,  many  thought  her  countenance  the  most  winning 
of  the  two.  It  expressed  all  the  undisguised  sincerity  of  her 
character,  and  it  was  totally  free  from  any  of  the  unpleasant 
physical  accompaniments  that  so  frequently  attend  mental 
imbecility.  It  is  true  that  one  accustomed  to  closer  observation 
than  common  might  have  detected  the  proofs  of  her  feebleness 
of  intellect  in  the  language  of  her  sometimes  vacant  eyes ;  but 
they  were  signs  that  attracted  sympathy  by  their  total  want  of 


guile,  r.itlier  tliati  bv  any  other  feeling.  Tbe  effect  on  Hist,  to 
U!;e  the  English  and  more  faiDiliar  translation  of  the  name,  was 
favorable ;  and  yii'lding  to  an  impnlse  of  tenderness  she  thr^w 
her  ariiis  around  liettv,  and  etnbrae«d  her  with  an  outpouring 
emotion,  so  iiiituriil  that  it  was  only  ei:|ual]ed  bv  its  warmth. 

"  You  grj.>d,"  whispered  the  young  Indian  ;  "  you  good,  I 
know  ;  it's  so  long  since  Wah-ta  l-Wah  have  a  friend — a  sister 
— anybody  to  speak  her  heart  lo  !  you  Hist  fiiend ;  don't  I  sot 

"  I  never  had  a  friend,"  answered  Hetty,  returning  Ibe  warm 
embrace  with  unfeigned  earnestness;  "I'veasister,  but  do  friend. 
Judith  loves  Tne,  and  I  love  Judith  ;  but  that's  natural,  and  as 
we  are  taught  in  the  Bible ;  but  I  ahotUd  like  to  have  u  /rUnd  ! 
I'll  be  your  friend,  with  all  my  heart ;  for  I  like  your  voice,  and 
your  smile,  and  your  way  of  thinking  iii  everything  except  about 
the  seal  J  IS " 

"  No  t'iiik  more  of  him— no  say  more  of  scalp,"  interrupted 
Hist,    soothingly;  "you    pale-face,    I    red-skin;   we    bring    up 
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both  ffldoB,  however,  to]et  each  party  get  a  tolerable  insight  into 
the  views  of  the  other,  though  enough  still  remained  in  mental 
reservation,  to  give  rise  to  the  following  questions  and  answers, 
with  which  the  interview  in  effect  closed.  As  the  quickest- 
wittcd,  Hist  was  the  first  with  her  interrogatories.  Folding  an 
arm  about  the  waist  of  Hetty,  she  bent  her  head  so  as  to  look 
up  playfully  into  the  face  of  the  other ;  and,  laughing,  as  if  her 
meaning  were  to  be  extracted  from  her  looks,  she  spoke  m^re 
plainly. 

"  Hetty  got  broder,  as  well  as  feder  f "  she  said  ;  "  wh^  no 
talk  of  broder  as  well  as  fader  ?" 

"  I  have  no  brother.  Hist.  I  had  one  once,  they  say ;  but  he 
is  dead  many  a  year,  and  lies  buried  in  the  lake,  by  the  side  of 
mother." 

"  No  got  broder — got  a  young  warrior ;  love  him  almost  as 
much  as  fader,  eh  ?  Very  handsome  and  brave-looking ;  fit  to 
be  chief  if  he  good  as  he  seem  to  be." 

"  It's  wicked  to  love  any  man  as  well  as  I  love  my  father,  and 
so  I  strive  not  to  do  it.  Hist,"  returned  the  conscientious  Hetty, 
who  knew  not  how  to  conceal  an  emotion  by  an  a])))ro:ich  to  an 
untruth  as  venial  as  an  evjision,  thouu^h  j)oworfully  tempted  by 
female  shame  to  err ;  "  though  I  sometimes  think  that  wicked- 
ness will  get  the  better  of  me,  if  Hurry  comes  so  often  to  the 
lake.  I  must  tell  you  the  truth,  dear  Hist,  because  you  jisk 
me ;  but  I  should  fall  down  and  die  in  the  W(X)ds,  if  he  knew  it !" 

"  Why  he  no  ask  you,  himself?  lirave-looking — why  not 
bold-speaking  ?  Young  warrior  ought  to  ask  young  girl ;  no 
make  young  girl  speak  first.     Mingo  girls  too  shame  for  thaV'' 

This  was  said  indignantly,  and  with  the  generous  warmth  a 
young  female  of  spirit  would  be  apt  to  feel  at  what  she  deemed 
an  invasion  of  her  sex's  most  valued  privilege.  It  had  little 
influence  on  the  simple-minded,  but  also  just-minded  Hetty; 
who,  though  inherently  feminine  in  all  her  impulses,  was  much 
more  alive  to  the  workings  of  her  own  heart,  than  to  any  of  the 
usages  with  which  convention  has  protected  the  sensitiveness  of 
her  sex. 


"  Ask  me  what  .^'  the  sUrtled  girl  Jeitiurided,  witib  b  audden- 
Dess  tliiit  pi'uveil  faow  completely  her  f(^ars  bad  been  nroused. 
"  Ask  me  it'  1  bke  bim  as  well  as  I  do  my  own  fatber  1  Ob  I  I 
liupe  he  will  never  jiut  such  a  question  to  me,  for  I  should  have 
lo  answer,  and  that  would  kill  me  !" 

''  No — no — no  kill,  quite  almost,"  returned  the  otiier,  laugh 
I'l^  in  sjiite  of  herself.  "  Make  bluah  come — make  shame  come 
too ;  but  he  no  stay  great  while ;  then  feel  happier  than  ever 
Young  warrior  must  tell  young  girl  bo  want  to  make  wife,  els© 
nuver  can  live  in  bis  wigwam." 

"  Hurry  don't  want  to  marry  me — nobody  will  ever  want  to 


-,  Uisi 


"  llow  you  can  know  I  Pr'apa  everybody  want  to  marry 
u,  and  by-and-by  tongue  say  what  heart  feel.  Why  nobody 
,ut  to  ninrry  you  P 

"  I  am  not  fuU-witteti,  tliey  say.  Fatber  often  tells  me  this; 
J  so  does  Judith  sometimes,  when  abe  is  vexed;  but  I 
(uldu't  so  much  mind  tliem  as  I  ilid  mother.     She  said  so 
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Wah-ta  !-Wah,  indeed,  knew  that  in  many  tribes  the  mentally 
imbecile  and  the  mad  were  held  in  a  species  of  religious 
reverence:  receiving  from  the  untutored  inhabitants  of  the 
forest  respect  and  honors,  instead  of  the  contumely  and  neglect 
that  it  is  their  fortune  to  meet  with  among  the  more  pretending 
and  sophisticated. 

Hetty  accompanied  her  new  friend  without  apprehension  or 
reluctance.  It  was  her  wish  to  reach  the  camp ;  and,  sustained 
by  her  motives,  she  felt  no  more  concern  for  the  consequences 
than  did  her  companion  herself,  now  the  latter  was  apprised  of 
the  character  of  the  protection  that  the  pale-face  maiden  carried 
with  her.  Still,  as  they  proceeded  slowly  along  a  shore  that 
was  tangled  with  overhanging  bushes,  Hetty  continued  the 
discourse,  assuming  the  office  of  int<.»rrogating,  which  the  other 
had  instantly  dropped  as  soon  as  she  ascertained  the  character 
of  the  mind  to  which  her  questions  had  been  addressed. 

"  But  you  are  not  half-witte<l,"  said  Hetty ;  "  and  there's  no 
reason  why  the  Serpent  should  not  marry  you.^^ 

"Hist  prisoner,  and  Mingo  got  big  ear.  No  speak  of 
Chingachgook  when  they  by.    Promise  Hist  that,  gcnxi  Hetty." 

"  I  know — I  know,"  returned  Hetty,  half-whis])ering  in  her 
eagerness  to  let  the  other  see  she  understood  the  necessity  of 
caution.  "  I  know — Deerslayer  and  the  Serpent  mean  to  get 
you  away  from  the  Iroquois ;  and  you  wish  me  not  to  t(fll  the 
secret" 

•*  How  you  know  ?"  said  Hist,  hastily ;  vexed  at  the  moment 
that  the  other  was  not  even  more  feeble-minded  than  w;ls 
actually  the  case.  "  How  you  know  ?  Better  not  talk  of  any 
but  fader  and  Hurry ;  Mingo  understand  dat ;  he  no  under- 
stand f udder.  Promise  you  no  talk  about  what  you  no 
understand." 

"  But  I  do  understand  this.  Hist ;  and  so  I  must  talk  about  it. 
Deerslayer  as  good  as  told  father  all  about  it,  in  my  presence ; 
and  as  nobody  told  me  not  to  listen,  I  overheard  it  all,  as  I  did 
Hurry  and  father's  discourse  about  the  scalps." 

"  Very  bad  for  pale-faoe  to  talk  about  scalps,  and  very  bud 
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for 


nan  to  hoar !     Now  you   love    Hist,  I  know, 
,  among  Injios,  wlien   love  hurtlest  never  talk 


young  w 
Dttty,  aud  f 

"That's  not  the  way  among  white  people,  who  talk  most 
nbout  them  they  love  best  I  sii]ij>ose  it's  because  I'm  only 
lialf-wittiid  that  I  don't  see  the  reason  why  it  should  be  bo 
different  among  red  people." 

"  That  nhiit  Deerslayer  call  gift.  One  gift  to  talk  ;  t'udder 
^ft  to  hold  tongue.  Uold-tonguo  your  gift,  nmong  Mingos. 
If  Sarj^ut  want  to  s«e  Hist,  so  Hetty  want  to  se«  Hurry, 
Good  girl  never  tell  secret  of  friend." 

H<'tty  iinilerstood  lliis  njijieHl ;  and  she  promised  tlie 
T>i'l:iwnre  girt  not  to  make  any  allusion  to  the  prcacuce  of 
Cliiiigacligook,  or  to  tlie  motive  of  hU  visit  to  Uie  lake. 

"  Maybe  lie  get  off  Hurry  and  fiidcr,  as  well  aa  Hist,  if  let 
him  have  his  way."  whispered  Wali-ta  !-Wah  to  her  companion, 
in  a  confiding,  flattering  way,  just  as  tliey  got  near  enough  to 
il  of  Uieir  o 
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CHAPTER   XL 

"The  great  King  of  kings 
Ilnth  f  n  the  table  of  his  law  coromaniied. 
That  thou  shah  do  no  murder. 
Take  heed ;  for  ho  holdn  vengeance  in  his  hand. 
To  hurl  upon  their  heads  that  break  his  law.*' 

SaAKBPBAEB. 

That  the  party  to  wliicli  Hist  compulsorily  belonged  was  not 
one  that  was  reguhirly  on  the  war-path  was  evident  by  the  pre- 
sence of  females.  It  was  a  small  fragment  of  a  tribe  that  had 
been  hunting  and  fishing  within  the  English  limit<,  where  it  was 
found  by  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and,  after  pjissing  the 
winter  and  spring  by  living  on  wliat  was  strictly  the  |)rojK*rty  of 
its  enemies,  it  chose  to  strike  a  hostile  blow  l>efore  it  finally 
retired.  There  was  also  deep  Indian  sai^^acity  in  the  mana?uvre 
which  had  led  them  so  far  into  the  territory  of  their  foes.  When 
the  runner  arrived  who  aimounced  the  breakin^r  out  of  hostilities 
between  the  English  and  French — a  struggle  that  was  certiiin 
to  carry  with  it  all  the  tribes  that  dwelt  within  the  influence  of 
the  respective  belligerents — this  particular  jjarty  of  the  Iroquois 
were  posted  on  the  shores  of  the  Oneida,  a  lake  that  lit*s  some 
fifty  miles  nearer  to  their  own  frontier  than  that  which  is  the 
scene  of  our  tale.  To  have  fled  in  a  direct  line  for  the  Canadas 
would  have  exposed  them  to  the  dangers  of  a  dirc»ct  pursuit; 
an.d  the  chiefs  had  determined  to  adopt  the  expedient  of  penetratr 
ing  deeper  into  a  region  that  had  now  become  dangerous,  in  the 
hojie  of  being  able  to  retire  in  the  rear  of  their  pursuers,  instead 
of  ha\nng  them  on  their  trail.  The  presence  of  the  women  had 
induced  the  attempt  at  this  rase  ;  the  strength  of  these  feebler 
members  of  the  party  being  unequal  to  the  effort  of  escaping 
from  the  pursuit  of  warriors.     Wlieii  the  reader  nitue\i\\>ct^  \\\ft 


^a!<tlxtellt  or  diL' American  vilduroesH  at  tlmt  early  da}-,  Le  will 

{  T(xi\a  tlial  it  woa  po&tible  for  evun  a  tribe  to  rcoiuin  moDtlw 
uiuliacuicreJ  iti  particular  portions  of  it;  nor  wus  the  danger  of 
eiicuutiU.nn^a  foe,  the  uaual  predtutdons  being  observed,  bb  great 
in  till  wuud  ,as  it  is  on  the  bigb  ieas,  in  a  time  of  active 
tt  ir]  in. 

llie  enwmiiiment  being  temporary,  it  offered  to  tlie  eye  no 
more  tlinii  Uie  rude  protection  of  n  bivouac,  relieved  iri  some 
Rlifflit  degree  by  tbe  ingenious  expedients  wliich  suggested  thom- 
sulves  to  llie  readiness  of  tliose  who  passed  tlieir  lives  Bmid 
similar  scenes  One  Rrc  that  liad  been  kindled  against  the  roots 
of  a  living  oak  sufficed  for  the  whole  party  ;  the  weather  being 
too  mild  to  require  it  for  any  jiurpos(>  bnt  cooking.  Scattcnad 
around  tliis  centre  of  attraction  were  some  fiftoeu  or  twenty  low 
liula^perhagis  ki-nnels  would  be  n  better  word — into  which  their 
different  owners  crept  at  night,  and  which  were  also  intended  to 
meet  the  exigeticies  of  a  storm.  TLew  little  hnU  were  made  of 
the  brauches  of  trees,  put  togetlier  with  some  ingeuuity,  and 
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the  men,  they  either  ate,  slept,  or  examined  their  arms.  Thej 
conversed  but  Httle,  and  then  usually  apart,  or  in  groups  with- 
drawn from  the  females  ;  whilst  an  air  of  untiring,  innate  watch- 
fulness and  apprehension  of  danger  seemed  to  be  blended  even 
with  their  slumbers. 

As  the  two  girls  came  near  the  encampment,  Hetty  utt<?red 
a  slight  exclamation  on  catching  a  view  of  the  person  of  her 
fatluT.  He  wfis  seated  on  the  ground  with  his  back  to  a  tree, 
and  Hurry  stood  near  him,  indolently  whittling  a  twig.  Appa- 
rently, they  were  as  much  at  liberty  as  any  others  in  or  alxmt 
the  camp ;  and  one  unaccustomed  to  Indian  usages  would  have 
mistaken  them  for  visitors,  instead  of  supjx)sing  them  to  Ix*  caj>- 
tiv<*s.  Wah-ta  !-\Vah  led  her  new  friend  quite  near  them,  and 
th«*n  modoiitly  withdrew,  that  her  own  presence  might  Ix'  no 
n^straint  on  her  feelings.  But  Hetty  was  not  sufficiently 
familiar  with  caresses  or  outward  demonstrations  of  fondni'ss,  to 
indulge  in  any  outbreaking  of  feoling.  She  merely  approached 
and  stood  at  her  father's  side  without  sj)eaking,  resembling  a 
silent  statue  of  filial  affection.  The  old  man  expressed  neither 
alarm  nor  surprise  at  her  sudden  appearance.  In  tlu»se 
particulars  he  had  caught  the  stoicism  of  the  Indijws;  well 
knowing  that  there  was  no  more  certiiin  mode  of  securing  their 
respect  than  by  imitating  their  self-command.  Nor  did  the 
wivages  themselves  betray  the  least  sign  of  surprise  at  this 
sudden  appearance  of  a  stranger  among  them.  In  a  word,  this 
arrival  produced  much  less  visible  sensation,  though  <K'curring 
under  circumsUmcc^  so  |>eculiar,  than  would  be  se^Mi  in  a  village 
of  higher  j)reU;nsions  to  civilization,  did  an  ordinary  traveller 
drive  up  U)  the  door  of  its  principal  inn.  Still  a  few  warriors 
collected,  and  it  was  evident,  by  the  manner  in  which  they 
glanced  at  Hetty  as  they  conversed  together,  that  she  was  the 
subject  of  their  discourse,  and  probable  that  the  reaM^ns  of  her 
unlooked-fi>r  appearance  were  matters  of  discussion.  This 
phlegm  of  manner  is  characteristic  of  the  North  American 
Indian — some  say  of  his  white  sueci'ssor  also — but  in  this  case, 
much  should  be  attributed  to  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
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the  |>nit;  was  jiliicc<l.  Tbe  force  in  the  art,  the  presenoe  of 
CkiiigncUguuk  t.'x('e[)ie(l,  was  well  known,  no  tribe  or  bod;  of 
troojw  was  U'liovcd  t»  be  near,  and  vigilant  evee  were  posted 
round  tliu  entire  kkc,  watching,  day  and  night,  tlie  slightest 
movottient  uf  thosu  whom  it  would  not  be  exaggerated  now  to 
term  tin'  bi-sii'jjcd. 

UutttT  w.-iK  iijtvardly  much  moved  by  the  conduct  of  Hetty, 
Uiou^rli  lie  iitli'di-d  no  miicli  liidiSercnce  of  manner,  lie  noA- 
lecti'd  lu'r  <r.<iitk-  apjH'iil  ti)  liim  before  tie  left  the  ark,  and 
mlsfortuiK'  n'lid.'h-d  th;it  of  weigiit  wliich  might  have  be«a 
futgiitli'M  ;iniid  tin-  trium|>li  of  success.  Then  he  knew  the 
8im|ilt',  ^iii^ilv-licurted  fidelity  uf  his  cliild,  and  uiidemtood  why 
she  h;iil  iMmt',  and  the  total  disregard  of  self  that  reigucd  in  all 

"  This  is  Hot  well,  lli-tty,"  he  said,  deprecating  the  consequen- 
ces to  the  girl  ln-rsi-lf  more  than  any  otlicr  evil.  "Tlicse  are 
fierce  IrLxjuiiis,  and  arc  as  little  apt  to  forget  an  injuiy  as  a 
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"  Why,  as  to  that  matter,  Hetty,"  returned  the  individual  in 
question,  "  youVe  put  it  pretty  much  in  the  natyve  character  of 
the  religious  truth.  Hurry  has  not  been  able,  and  that  is  the 
long  and  short  of  it  I've  seen  many  squalls,  old  follow,  both 
on  land  and  on  the  water,  but  never  did  I  feel  one  as  lively  and 
:is  snappish  as  that  which  come  down  ujwn  us  night  afore  last, 
in  the  shape  of  an  Indian  hurrah-boys  !  Why,  Hetty,  you're  no 
great  matter  at  a  reason  or  an  idee  that  lies  a  little  deeper  than 
common,  but  you're  human  and  have  some  human  notions ; — 
now  I'll  just  ask  you  to  look  at  these  circumstances.  Here  was 
old  Tom,  your  father,  and  myself  bent  on  a  legal  operation, 
as  is  to  be  seen  in  the  words  of  the  law  and  the  proclamation, 
thinking  no  harm,  when  we  were  sot  upon  by  critturs  that  were 
more  like  a  pack  of  hungry  wolves  than  mortal  savages  even, 
and  there  they  had  us  tethered  like  two  sheep  in  less  time  than 
it  has  taken  me  to  toll  you  the  story." 

"  You  are  free,  now,  Hurry,"  returned  Hetty,  glancing  timidly 
at  the  fine,  unfettered  limb«  of  the  young  giant.  "  You  have 
no  cords  or  withes  to  j)ain  your  anns  or  legs  now." 

"  Not  I,  Hetty.  Natur'  is  natur',  and  freedom  is  natur',  too. 
My  limlis  have  a  free  look,  but  that's  pretty  much  the  amount 
of  it,  sin'  I  can't  use  them  in  the  way  I  should  like.  Even  these 
trees  have  eyes ;  ay,  and  tongues,  too ;  for,  was  the  old  man 
here  or  I  to  start  one  single  rod  beyond  our  gaol  limits,  sarvice 
would  be  put  on  the  bail  afore  we  could  *  gird  up  our  loins '  for 
a  race ;  and  like  as  not,  four  or  five  rifle  bullets  would  be  travelling 
arter  us,  carrying  so  many  invitations  to  curb  our  impatience. 
There  isn't  a  gaol  in  the  Colony  as  tight  as  this  we  are  now  in ; 
for  I've  tried  the  vartue  of  two  or  three  on  'em,  and  I  know  the 
mater'als  they  are  made  of,  as  well  as  the  meri  that  made  'em ; 
takin'  down  being  the  next  step  in  schoolin'  to  puttin'  up,  in  all 
such  fabrications." 

Lest  the  reader  should  get  an  exaggerated  opinion  of 
Hurry's  demerits  from  this  boastful  and  indiscreet  revelation,  it 
may  be  well  to  say  that  his  offences  were  confined  to  assaults 
and  batteries,  for  several  of  which  he  had  been  impn&oiied^^\i^Tv^ 

.0* 
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an  lie  )ms  jii!;t  ^nid,  ho  often  escaped  hj  demonstrating  the  fliiD> 
Mrll^'U  uf  the  coiutructJons  in  which  lio  was  confined,  by  opening 
for  hini-4'ir  iloors  in  itjiots  u'hcn<  tlie  nrcliitecte  l)ad  neglected  to 
lilncu  tliom.  1!ut  Hetty  hail  nu  knowledge  of  gauls,  and  liUJA 
of  thennturcof  irinie,  beyond  wlmt  beTunadntteratedandalmoft 
instinctive  perceptions  of  right  nnd  wrong  tanght  ber,  and  tliis 
Bally  of  the  rude  being  who  bad  s[)oken  vrna  lo^t  upon  her.  She 
undersloud  bis  ^i^neral  meaning,  however,  and  answered  in  refer- 
ence to  that  alono. 

"  It's  so  best,  Hiirrj,"  nhe  said.  "  It  is  best  fiither  and  you 
should  be  quiet  and  peaceable  till  I  have  sjioken  to  the  Iroquois, 
whi'ii  all  will  bo  well  and  liapi>y.  I  don't  wish  either  of  you  to 
follow,  but  l«no  nie  to  inystif  As  sooti  as  all  is  settled,  and 
yon  ari'  at  liberty  to  go  back  to  the  castle,  I  will  come  and  let 
yon  know  i(." 

Tl-'tty  si>()ke  with  n>  much  simple  earnestness  seenicd  so 
contidetit  of  ^u(.1'oss,  and  wore  so  high  an  air  of  moral  feeling 
and  truth,  liiat  U>lh  the  lisliners  fi-lt  more  diHjtosed  to  attach  an 
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her  filther  before  the  Delaware  i^rl  w;is  brought  within  the 
circle  of  the  warriors  by  a  si'cret  but  significant  g(^ture. 
Ilere  she  w:is  questioned  as  to  the  presence  of  her  companion, 
and  the  motives  that  had  brought  her  to  the  camp.  This  wfis 
all  that  Ilist  desired.  She  explained  the  manner  in  which  she, 
had  detected  the  weakness  of  lletty's  reason,  rather  exagg* 'rating 
than  lessening  the  deficiency  in  her  intellect;  and  then  she 
related,  in  general  terms,  the  object  of  the  girl  in  venturing 
among  her  enemies.  'Hie  eff.ct  was  all  tliat  the  sj^eaker 
exf>ected  ;  her  account  inv(»sting  the  j)erson  an<l  character  of 
their  visitor  with  a  sacredness  and  respect  that  she  well  knew 
would  prove  her  |)rotoction.  As  ^ooi\  as  her  own  purjH)se  was 
attiiined,  Hist  with<lrew  to  a  dist-uice,  where,  with  female 
consideration  and  a  sisterly  tenderness,  she  set  about  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  meal,  to  be  ofl'ered  to  her  new  friend  Jis  st)on  as  the 
latter  might  be  at  liberty  to  partake  of  it.  While  thus  occupied, 
however,  the  really  girl  in  no  degree  relaxed  in  her  watchfulness, 
noting  every  change  of  countenance  among  the  chiefs,  every 
movement  of  Hetty,  and  the  smaller  occurrences  that  could  be 
likely  to  affect  her  own  interests  or  that  of  her  new  friend. 

As  Hetty  a|>proached  the  chiefs,  they  oj>ened  their  little 
circle,  with  an  ejise  and  deference  of  manner  that  w<»uld  have 
done  credit  to  men  of  more  courtly  origin.  A  fallen  tree  lay 
near,  and  the  oldest  of  the  warriors  made  a  quiet  sign  for  the 
girl  to  be  seatt^d  on  it,  talking  his  place  at  her  side  with  the 
gentleness  of  a  father.  The  others  arranged  themselves  around 
the  two,  with  grave  dignity  ;  and  then  the  girl,  who  had  suffi- 
cient observation  to  j)erceive  that  such  a  course  was  expected  of 
her,  boiran  to  reveal  the  object  of  her  visit.  The  moment  she 
o|)ened  her  mouth  to  speak,  however,  the  old  chief  gave  a  gentle 
sign  for  her  to  forbear,  said  a  few  words  to  one  of  his  juniors, 
and  then  waited  in  silent  patience  until  the  latter  had  sum- 
moned Hist  to  the  party.  This  interruption  pr(K'eeded  from  the 
chiefs  havinix  discovered  that  there  existed  a  necessity  for  an  in- 
tTpreter;  few  of  the  Hurons  present  understanding  the  EngVij-h 
Uriguage,  and  they  but  imperfectly. 


Woli-bi !- Wah  w»a  nut  sorry  (u  be  called  U]>oo  to  be  preseiit 
8t  tLe  interview,  itiid  \va&l  of  all  in  the  cbnrHctiT  id  wbicfa  she 
nas  now  wanted..  She  was  aware  of  the  hazards  she  raa  in 
iiltemptirig  to  deceive  one  or  two  of  the  party  ;  but  was  none 
llie  le^  TL'solved  to  use  every  means  that  offered,  and  to  practise 
I'MTy  iii'Lilicc'  titat  an  Indian  education  could  supply,  to  concenl 
lliv  Ijtcis  ii(  tliB  vicimly  of  her  betrothed,  and  of  the  errand  on 
"hieli  lie  hwi  come.  One  unpractised  in  the  expedients  and 
opinions  of  savage  life,  would  not  have  suspecied  the  n.-adiDess 
of  imciition,  the  wurinaw  of  action,  tlio  high  resolution,  tlie 
noble  imjiulses,  the  deep  self-devotion,  and  the  feminine  disrc- 
jj^iird  of  sc-lf,  where  the  affections  were  concerned,  that  lay  con- 
cealed beneath  the  demure  looks,  the  mild  eycH,  and  the  sitnny 
BmiJes  of  this  young  Indian  beauty.  As  she  approached  iheni, 
the  grim  old  warriors  regarded  her  with  pleasure,  for  they  had 
a  secret  pride  in  the  hope  of  engrafting  so  rare  a  scion  on  the 
stock  of  their  own  nation ;  adoption  being  as  regularly  [inie- 
tised.  and  aa  distinctly  recognised  among  the  tribes  of  America, 
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tongue,  a  language  she  used  with  a  readiness  ahnost  equal  to 
that  with  which  she  S)K>ke  her  own.  Tlie  chiefs  heard  this 
or>eniug  explanation  with  grave  decorum  ;  the  two  who  had  a 
httlo  knowledge  of  English,  intimating  their  satisfaction  with 
the  interpreter,  by  furtive  but  significant  glances  of  the  eyes. 

**  And,  now,  Hist,"  continued  Hetty,  as  soon  as  it  was  inti- 
mated to  her  Uiat  she  might  proceed ;  *'  and  now,  Hist,  I  wish 
you  to  tell  these  red  men,  word  for  word,  what  I  am  about  to 
aay.  Tell  them  first,  that  father  and  Hurry  came  here  with  an 
intention  to  take  as  many  scalps  as  they  could ;  for  the  wicked 
governor  and  the  province  have  offered  money  for  scalps; 
whether  of  warriors  or  women,  men  or  children ;  and  the  love 
of  gold  was  too  strong  for  their  hearts  to  withst«\nd  it  Tell 
them  this,  dear  Hist,  just  as  you  have  heard  it  from  me,  word 
for  word.** 

Wah-ta  I- Wall  hesitited  about  rendering  this  speech  as 
literally  as  had  been  desired ;  but  detecting  the  intelligence 
of  those  who  understood  English,  and  a|)pr(?hending  even  a 
greater  knowledge  than  thoy  jictually  j)ossessed,  she  found  her- 
self com|>elled  to  comj»ly.  Contrary  to  what  a  civilized  man 
would  have  exj^ected,  the  admission  of  the  motives  and  of  the 
errands  of  their  prisoners  produced  no  visible  effect,  on  either 
the  couritenances  or  the  feelings  of  the  listeners.  They  proba- 
bly considered  the  act  meritorious,  and  that  which  neither  of 
thorn  would  have  hesitated  to  perform  in  his  own  person,  ho 
would  not  be  apt  to  censure  in  another. 

"  And  now.  Hist,"  resumed  Hetty,  as  soon  as  she  perceived 
that  her  first  speeches  were  understoo<l  by  the  chiefs ;  "  you  can 
tell  them  more.  They  know  that  father  and  Hurry  did  not 
succeed ;  and,  therefore,  they  can  bear  them  no  grudge  for  any 
harm  that  has  been  done.  If  thev  had  slain  their  children  and 
wives,  it  would  not  alt<*r  the  matter ;  and  Fm  not  certain  that 
what  I  am  about  to  tell  them  would  not  have  more  weight  had 
there  been  mischief  done.  But  ask  them  first,  Hist,  if  they 
know  there  is  a  God  who  reigns  over  the  whole  earth,  and  is 


rul-^r  and  chiof  <.<r  aD  wbo  liw,  let  tl>«in  be  red  or  wUlc;  or 
«Lat  color  ihtT  may  1" 

WaL-U!-Wab  looked  a  liUle  siirjirscd  at  tlus  (juestian  ;  for 
Uie  i-ti'a  of  thp  Great  Spirit  b  seliloiD  long  aWnt  (rom  the 
miod  of  an  Indian  girl.  She  put  the  qucstioD  as  litemlW  M 
possible,  however,  and  received  a  grtre  answer  in  the  >ffir- 
malive. 

"This  is  rifjht,"  eontinaed  Het^,  "  and  my  duly  will  now  he 
li<rhL  This  OivtA  S[>irit,  as  yon  call  out  God,  lias  cnused  a 
liook  to  lie  urilten,  ihal  we  call  a  llille;  and  in  this  book  have 
bcon  Kt  down  all  ht^  commandments,  and  his  holy  will  and 
pleaiF^urc,  and  tlic  rules  hy  which  all  men  are  to  hv,  and  di- 
rections how  to  govern  the  thoughts  even,  and  the  wishes,  and 
llie  will.  Here,  this  is  one  of  these  holy  books,  and  you  must 
ti>ll  tlie  chiL-&  what  I  am  about  tc  read  ti}  them  from  its  sacred 
pag«*." 

As  Hetty  eonclude.1,  she  reverently  unrolled  a  small  En^listi 
Bible  from  iU  envelope  of  ooatse  oJico;  treating  the  volume 
>ul.l  U-  » 
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SO  unexpected.  "  Why  ? — Ah !  you  know  the  Indians  don'l 
know  how  to  read." 

If  Hist  was  not  8atis6ed  with  tliis  explanation,  she  did  not 
deem  tlie  point  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  pressed.  Simply 
bending  her  body,  in  gentle  admission  of  the  truth  of  what  nho 
heard,  she  sat  patiently  awaiting  the  furtlier  arguments  of  the 
pale-face  enthusiast 

"  You  can  tell  these  chiefs,  that  throughout  this  book,  men 
are  ordered  to  forgive  their  enemies ;  to  treat  them  as  they 
would  brethren  ;  and  never  to  injure  their  fell ow-croatn res,  more 
especially  on  account  of  revenge,  or  any  evil  passion.  Do  you 
think  you  can  tell  them  this,  so  that  they  will  understand  it, 

Hist  r 

"  Tell  him  well  enough  ;  but  he  no  very  easy  to  understand." 

Hist  then  conveyed  the  ideas  of  Hetty  in  the  lx»st  manner 
she  could  to  the  attentive  Indians ;  who  heard  her  words  with 
some  such  surprise  as  an  American  of  our  own  times  would  1x3 
apt  to  betray  at  a  suggestion  that  the  great  modern,  but 
vacillating  ruler  of  things  human,  public  opinion,  might  bo 
\iTong.  One  or  two  of  their  number,  however,  having  met 
witli  missionaries,  said  a  few  words  in  explanation,  and  then  the 
group  gave  all  its  attention  to  the  conmiunications  that  were  to 
follow.  Before  Hetty  resumed,  she  inquired  earnestly  of  Hist 
if  the  chiefe  had  understood  her,  and  receiving  an  evasive 
answer,  was  fain  to  be  satisfied. 

"  I  will  now  read  to  the  warriors  some  of  the  verses  that  it  is 
good  for  them  to  know,"  continued  the  girl,  whose  manner 
grew  more  solemn  and  earnest  as  she  proceeded ;  "  and  they 
will  remember  that  they  are  the  words  of  the  Great  Spirit. 
First,  then,  ye  are  commanded  to  *  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,^ 
Tell  them  that,  dear  Hist." 

"  Neighbor  for  Injin  no  mean  pale-face,"  answered  the  Dela- 
ware girl,  with  more  decision  than  she  had  hitherto  thought  it 
necessary  to  use.  "  Neigh l>or  mean  Iroquois  fur  Iroquois, 
Mohican  for  Mohican,  pale-face  for  pale-face.  No  need  telJ 
chief  anvthinjr  else." 


"  You  forget,  Iliat,  these  are  the  words  of  the  Great  Spiril^ 
and  the  chiufc  must  obey  ihein  ;«  well  as  others.  Here  ia 
another  conimniidiuent :  '  Whosoever  shall  tmiU  Ikfi  vn  the 
rii/ht  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other  aUo'  " 

"  What  tliat  mean  !"  deiuaoded  Uist,  with  tie  quickuei^  (X 

Ueliy  explwned  that  jt  was  an  order  not  to  resent  injuries, 
but  rather  to  suhmit  to  receive  fresh  wrongs  from  the  oflendec 

"  And  hear  tliis  too,  Hist,"  she  added,  "  'Love  your  enemiea, 
blegg  (liem  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  thtm  (hat  hale  you^  and 
pray /or  them  which  despile/ully  use  you.  and  jKrseeufe  you." 

liy  this  lime  Hetty  had  beeoiiio  t-xcited ;  her  eve  gleamed 
with  the  enruestiipss  of  her  feelings,  ber  cheeks  liushed,  and  her 
roia',  usually  so  low  and  modulated,  hceame  stronger  and  more 
iiiipreHsive.  With  tho  Bible  she  hud  boen  early  made  fiirniliar 
hy  her  mother ;  uud  she  now  turned  from  passage  lo  pussafe 
with  surprising  rajiidity,  taking  care  to  euU  auch  verses  as 
tjiiiirht  the  sublime  lessons  of  Christian  charity  and  Christian 
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tlie  minds  of  the  Hurons  for  something  extravagant ;  and  mosl 
of  that  which  to  them  seemed  inconsistent  and  paradoxical  was 
accounted  for  by  tlie  fact,  that  the  speaker  possessed  a  mind 
that  was  constituted  diflferently  from  those  of  most  of  tlie 
human  race.  Still  there  were  one  or  two  old  men  who  had 
heard  similar  doctrines  from  the  missionaries,  and  they  felt  a 
dt^ire  to  occupy  an  idle  moment  by  pursuing  a  subject  that 
they  found  so  curious. 

^  This  is  the  Good  Book  of  the  pale-fnces,''  observed  one  of 
those  chiefs,  taking  the  volume  from  the  unresisting  hand  of 
Hetty,  who  gazed  anxiously  at  his  face,  while  he  turned  the 
leaves,  as  if  she  expected  to  witness  some  visible  results  from 
the  circumstance.  "Tliis  is  the  law  by  which  my  white 
brethren  profess  to  live  ?" 

Hist,  to  whom  this  question  was  addressed,  if  it  might  be 
considered  as  a<ldressed  to  any  one  in  particular,  answered 
simply  in  the  affirmative ;  adding  that  both  the  French  of  the 
Canadas  and  the  Yengeese  of  the  British  provinces  equally 
admitted  iU  authority,  and  affected  to  revere  its  j)rinciples. 

**  Tell  my  young  sister,"  said  the  Huron,  looking  directly  at 
Hist,  **  that  I  will  open  my  mouth  and  say  a  few  words." 

"  The  Iroquois  chief  go  to  s[>eak — my  pale-face  friend  listen," 
said  Hist 

**  I  rejoice  to  hear  it !"  exclaimed  Hetty.  "God  has  touched 
his  heart,  and  he  will  now  let  father  and  Hurry  go !" 

"  Tliis  is  the  [)ale-face  law,"  resumed  the  chief  "  It  tells  him 
to  do  good  to  them  that  hurt  him ;  when  his  brother  asks  him 
for  his  rifle,  to  give  him  the  powder-horn  too.  Such  is  the  pale- 
face law  f 

"Not  so — not  so,"  answered  Hetty  earnestly,  when  these 
words  had  been  interpreted.  "  There  is  not  a  word  about  rifles 
in  the  whole  book  ;  and  powder  and  bullets  give  offence  to  the 
Great  Spirit" 

"  Why,  then,  does  the  pale-face  use  them  ?  Tf  he  is  ordered 
to  give  double  to  him  that  asks  only  for  one  thing,  why  does  he 
take  double  from  the  poor  Indians,  who  ask  for  no  thin^  ?    He 
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comes  from  beyond  tiio  ri^ng  sun,  with  his  book  in  bis  hand, 
rtnd  hii  U'BcliL-s  tlie  red-mttu  to  read  it ;  but  wby  dixs  Iil>  forgel 
himself  nil  it  says!  When  Ibe  ludian  gives,  he  is  never  &at(S' 
Gid ;  and  now  he  offers  gold  for  the  scalps  of  our  women  and 
children,  tliaugh  he  calls  us  beuste  if  we  lake  the  scalp  of  a 
warrior  killed  in  open  war.     My  name  is  RivenoiJt." 

Whan  U<^Lty  hnd  got  this  formidable  question  fairly  presenttd 
(o  liur  mind  in  the  translation,  and  Hist  did  her  duty  with  more 
than  usual  readiness  on  tliis  occasion,  it  scarcely  need  be  said 
that  she  wikA  sorely  perplexed.  Abler  bends  than  that  of  iliin 
poor  girl  hnve  fn.-quently  been  puzzled  by  questions  of  a  Einiilor 
drift ;  nnd  it  is  nut  surprising,  diat  with  all  her  own  enrneEtneas 
and  sincerity,  sjie  did  not  know  what  answer  to  inake. 

"  What  shall  T  U41  them.  Hist  I"  she  asked  imploringly  ;  "  I 
titow  tliiit  all  I  have  read  from  the  book  is  true ;  »nd  yet  it 
wouldn't  Bcem  so,  would  it,  by  the  wnduct  of  those  to  whom 
the  book  was  gi\en  !" 

"  Give  'em  pale-fiice  reason,"  returned  Hist,  ironically  ;  "  that 
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child,  and  stopping  to  press  her,  occasionally,  to  her  own  warm 
bosom  with  the  affection  of  a  sister;  "why  you  so  trouble? 
You  no  make  he  book,  if  he  be  wrong ;  and  you  no  make  he 
pale-face,  if  he  be  wicked.  There  wicked  red-man  and  wicked 
white  man — no  color  all  good — no  color  all  wicked.  Chiefe 
know  that  well  enough." 

Hetty  soon  recovered  from  this  sudden  burst  of  griefj  and 
then  her  mind  reverted  to  the  purpose  of  her  visit,  with  its 
single-hearted  earnestness.  Perceivif^g  that  the  grim-looking 
chiefe  were  still  standing  around  her,  in  grave  attention,  she 
hoped  that  another  effort  to  convince  them  of  the  right  might 
be  successful. 

"  Listen,  Hist,"  she  said,  struggling  to  suppress  her  sobs,  and 
to  speak  distinctly ;  **  tell  the  chiefs  that  it  matters  not  what  the 
wicked  do — right  is  right — the  words  of  the  Great  Spirit  are  the 
words  of  the  Great  Spirit — and  no  one  can  go  harmless  for  doing 
an  e\'il  act,  because  another  has  done  it  before  him  !  '  Render 
good  for  evil^  says  this  book  ;  and  that  is  the  law  for  the  red- 
man  as  well  Q»  for  the  white  man." 

**  Never  hear  such  law  among  Delaware,  or  among  Iroquois," 
answered  HLst,  soothingly.  "  No  good  to  tell  chiefe  any  such 
law  as  dat.     Tell  *em  something  they  believe." 

Hist  was  about  to  proceed,  notwithstanding,  when  a  tap  on 
the  shoulder,  from  the  finger  of  the  old<»st  chief,  caused  her  to 
look  up.  She  then  perceived  that  one  of  the  warriors  had  loft 
the  group,  and  was  already  returning  to  it  with  Hutter  and  Hurry. 
Understanding  that  the  i\9m  last  were  to  become  parties  in 
tlie  inquiry,  she  became  mute,  with  tlie  unhesitating  obedience 
of  an  Indian  woman.  In  a  few  seconds  the  prisoners  stood  f:ice 
to  face  with  the  princi])al  men  of  the  captors. 

"  Daughter,"  said  the  senior  chief  to  the  young  Delaware, 
"ask  this  greybeard  why  he  came  into  our  camp  ?" 

The  question  wjls  put  by  Hist,  in  her  own  imporftfct  English, 
but  in  a  way  that  was  easy  to  be  understood.  Hutter  w;w  too 
stem  and  obdurate,  by  nature,  to  shrink  from  the  consequences 
of  any  of  his  acts,  and  he  was  also  too  familiar  with  the  o\^\Vi\ox\& 


of  ilie  suvagcs  Dot  to  uoderstand  Lhat  uotliiiig  nas  to  be  gaiuv 
by  oqiiivocBtioii,  or  an  untnnnly  dread  of  liieir  anger.  Withot 
iK'Nitatiiiij;,  tliuri^lbrc,  lie  Kvuwed  the  purpose  with  which  he  hoi 
landed,  inertly  jusli^'ing  it  by  the  (act  tljst  the  goveriiment  o 
the  provioce  had  bid  high  fur  scalps,  lliia  frauk  AVowal  wt 
received  by  tlie  Iroquws  with  evident  Batisfnction,  not  *o  mud 
however,  on  necouiit  of  the  advantage  it  ga^'e  them  in  «  man 
[Kiint  of  view,  ns  by  proving  lhat  they  hud  captured  a  ninl 
worthy  of  occupying  their  thoughts,  nod  of  becoming  a  subjer 
of  iheir  revenge.  Uurry,  when  interrc^ted,  confessed  tb 
truth,  though  he  would  have  been  more  di:i]H»ed  to  conceal 
nuTit  th.in  his  sterner  comjianion,  did  the  circumstances  ver 
well  fldinit  of  its  ndoption.  But  he  had  tact  enough  U>  discove 
that  equivocation  would  bo  useless  at  that  moment,  and  h 
iiiiide  a  merit  of  necsssity  by  imila^ng  a  frnnkneas,  which,  in  th 
cas(>  of  Huttcr,  was  the  oftspring  of  habit*  of  indifference,  actinj 
on  a  dif-jiosition  that  was  always  ruthless  and  reckless  of  jicrsons 
consprjiienees. 
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Hist,  also,  was  a  sort  of  captive ;  and,  presuming  on  the  circum- 
stance, Uutter  spoke  in  her  presence  more  openly  than  he  might 
otherwise  have  thought  it  prudent  to  do ;  inducing  Ilurry  to  be 
equally  unguarded  by  his  example. 

"  ril  not  blame  you,  Iletty,  for  coming  on  tliis  errand,  which 
was  well  meant,  if  not  very  wisely  planned,"  commenced  the 
&ther,  seating  himself  by  the  side  of  his  daughter,  and  taking 
her  hand ;  a  sign  of  aflfection  that  this  rude  being  wjis  accus- 
tomed to  manifest  to  this  particular  cliild ;  "  but  preivching  and 
the  Bible  are  not  the  means  to  turn  an  Indian  from  his  ways, 
lias  Deerslayer  sent  any  message ;  or  has  he  any  scheme  by 
which  he  thinks  to  get  us  free?" 

"  Ay,  that's  the  substance  of  it !"  put  in  Ilurry ;  "  if  you  can 
help  us,  gal,  to  half  a  mile  of  freedom,  or  even  a  good  start  of  a 
short  quarter,  Fll  answer  for  the  rest.  Perhaps  the  old  man 
may  want  a  little  more,  but  for  one  of  my  height  and  years  tliat 
will  meet  all  objections." 

Hetty  looked  distressed,  turning  her  eyes  from  one  to  the 
other ;  but  she  had  no  answer  to  give  to  the  question  of  the 
reckless  Hurry. 

"Father,"  she  said,  "  neither  Deerslayer  nor  Judith  knew  of 
my  coming,  until  I  had  left  the  ark.  They  are  afraid  the  Iro- 
quob  will  make  a  rail,  and  try  to  got  off  to  the  hut,  and  think 
more  of  dof«Miding  thaty  than  of  coming  to  aid  you." 

"  No — no — no,"  said  Hist,  hurriedly,  though  in  a  low  voice, 
and  with  her  face  bent  towards  the  earth,  in  order  to  conceal 
from  those  whom  she  knew  to  be  watchinjj  them  the  fact  of 
her  speaking  at  all.  "  No,  no  no,  Deerslayer  different  man. 
He  no  t'ink  of  defending  'self,  with  friend  in  danger.  Help 
one  another,  and  all  get  to  hut." 

"This  sounds  well,  old  Tom,"  said  Ilurry,  winking  and 
laughing,  though  he  too  used  the  precaution  to  speak  low. 
"  Give  me  a  ready-witted  squaw  for  a  fri'nd,  and  though  Til  not 
downright  defy  an  Iroquois,  I  Uiink  I  would  defy  the  devil." 

*No  talk  loud,"  said  Hist;  "some  Iroquois  got  Yengeei^o 
tongue,  and  all  got  Yengeese  ear." 
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"  Iliive  we  it  friend  ia  you,  yuung  woman  !"  inquired  Hutter, 
with  au  increasing  irterL-st  in  l!ie  conference,  "  If  so,  you  may 
calculate  on  a  solid  reward;  and  notliing  will  be  easier  tbmi  to 
send  you  to  your  own  tribe,  if  we  can  once  fiiirly  get  you  off 
with  us  to  the  castle.  Give  us  the  ark  and  the  canoes,  and  we 
can  oommand  the  luke,  spite  of  all  the  savages  in  the  Canadaa. 
Nothing  but  artillery  could  drive  us  out  of  the  cuatle,  if  we  can 
get  back  to  it" 

"S'jiose  'ey  come  ashore  to  take  scalp!"  retorted  Hist,  vtth 
cool  irony,  at  whicb  the  girl  appeared  to  be  more  expert  thao 

"A}e,  aje — that  was  a  mistake;  but  there  is  little  oae  ia 
lamentations,  and  less  still,  young  woman,  in  flings." 

"  Fathpr,"  said  Hetty,  "Judith  thinks  of  breaking  open  Uie 
big  chtst,  in  litt|>cs  of  finding  something  in  that  whidt  may 
buy  your  frei-dom  of  the  savages." 

A  dark  louk  came  over  Hutter,  at  the  announcement  of  this 
fiii'l.  nn<\  hi"  nintl'Tfid  bis  dissatisfaction  in  a  wav  to  render  it 
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Tliis  was  said  in  a  low  voice,  but  distinctly,  and  in  a  manner 
to  make  an  impression.  As  soon  as  it  was  uttered,  tlie  girl 
arose  and  left  the  group,  walking  comjKjsedly  towards  the  hut 
she  occupied,  as  if  she  had  no  further  interest  in  what  might 
pass  between  the  pale-fsices. 


CHAPTER    XU. 


Wk  Icfl  tlie  occupanta  of  tbe  castle  and  the  Hrk  buricti  in 
Bleep.  Once  or  tmee,  in  the  course  of  tlie  iiiglit,  it  it  true, 
l^ersliiyer  ur  the  Delaware  arose  niid  louked  out  u|h.iii  the 
tranquil  lukc,  when,  finding  all  safe,  each  returned  to  hift  [lallet, 
und  slo|it  like  h  man  who  was  not  easily  depri\'cd  of  his  Daltinil 
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fix>m  your  cheeks,  put  on  these  garments,  and  here  is  a  hat, 
such  as  it  is,  that  will  give  you  an  awful  oncivilized  sort  of 
civilization,  as  the  missionaries  call  it  Remember  that  Hist  is 
at  hand,  and  what  we  do  for  the  maiden  must  be  done  while 
we  are  doing  for  others.  I  know  it's  ag'in  your  gifts  and  your 
natur'  to  wear  clothes,  unless  they  are  cut  and  carried  in  a  red 
man's  fashion,  but  make  a  vartue  of  necessity,  and  put  these  on 
at  once,  even  if  they  do  rise  a  httle  in  your  throat." 

ChingachgrK>k,  or  the  Serpent,  eyed  the  vestments  with  strong 
disgust ;  but  he  saw  the  usefulness  of  the  disguise,  if  not  its 
absolute  necessity.  Should  the  Iroquois  discover  a  red-man  in 
or  about  the  castle,  it  might,  indeed,  place  them  more  on  their 
guard,  and  give  their  suspicions  a  direction  towards  their  female 
captive.  Anything  was  better  than  a  failure,  as  it  regarded  his 
betrothed,  and,  after  turning  the  different  garments  round  and 
round,  examining  them  with  a  species  of  grave  irony,  affecting 
to  draw  them  on  in  a  way  that  defeated  itself,  and  otherwise 
manifesting  the  reluctance  of  a  young  savage  to  confine  his 
limbs  in  the  usual  appliances  of  civilized  life,  the  chief  submitted 
to  the  directions  of  his  companion,  and  finally  stood  forth,  so 
&r  as  the  eye  could  detect,  a  red-man  in  color  alone.  Little 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  this  la*it  peculiarity,  however,  the 
distance  from  the  shore  and  the  want  of  glasses  preventing  any 
very  close  scrutiny,  and  Deerslayer  himself,  though  of  a  brighter 
and  fresher  tint,  had  a  countenance  that  was  burned  by  the  sun 
to  a  hue  scarcely  less  red  tlian  that  of  his  Mohican  companion. 
The  awkwardness  of  the  Delaware,  in  his  new  attire,  caused  his 
friend  to  smile  more  than  once  that  day,  but  he  carefully  ab- 
stained from  the  use  of  any  of  those  jokes  which  would  have 
been  bandied  among  white  men  on  such  an  occasion ;  the 
habits  of  a  chief,  the  dignity  of  a  warrior  on  his  first  path,  and 
the  graWty  of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed, 
uniting  to  render  so  much  levity  out  of  season. 

The  meeting  at  the  morning  meal  of  the  three  islanders,  if 
we  may  use  the  term,  was  silent,  grave,  and  thoughtful.  Judith 
showed  by  her  looks  that  she  had  passed  an  un^^uiet  ni^ht^ 
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whilu  the  two  men  Lad  tl;e  future  beforv  them,  witii  its  unseen 
aiiil  unknown  events.  A  lew  words  of  courtesy  passed  between 
Deerslayer  and  the  girl  in  the  course  of  the  brenkt'^tst.  but  no 
itUusion  wiis  made  lo  thi'ir  Bituation.  At  length  Judith,  wliose 
iK'nrt  wus  full,  and  whot-e  novel  feelinga  diK])uKed  tier  to  eni«r- 
liiin  scntiuii'Dla  more  gtnllc  and  lender  than  cumniou,  intruduoed 
the  subject,  and  this  in  n  way  lo  siiow  how  much  of  hi-r  ibougbto 
ii  had  occujiied  in  the  course  of  liie  last  aleeplesR  night. 

"  It  would  be  dreadtiil,  Ueerelayer,"  the  gid  abruptly  ex- 
cliiimed,  "should  anylLing  serioua  be&l  my  lather  and  Ilettyl 
We  cnnnot  rtuinin  (juietly  hen?  and  leave  them  in  th."  hanils  of 
the  Iroquois,  without  bethinking  m  uf  some  means  of  serving 
Ihcm." 

"  I'm  ready,  Juditli,  to  sarve  them,  itnd  nil  otfaera  who  are  ID 
trouble,  cuuld  the  way  to  do  it  be  j-uinted  ouL  IlV  no  trifling 
iziattiT  lu  full  into  red-Rkin  haiid^  when  men  set  out  on  aa 
u'r'iid  like  tliat  which  look  Uulter  and  Uurty  ashore;  thnt  I 
know  as  well  as  nnother ;  and  I  wouldn't  wish  my  worst  inimy 
t.  niucli  less  them  with  whom  Tve  jonmeved.  ant 
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'^Besides  what?"  demanded  Judith,  impatiently,  observing 
that  the  other  hesitated  to  proceed,  probably  from  a  reluctance 
to  distress  her. 

**  Why,  Judith,  the  Frenchers  offer  bounties  as  well  as  our 
own  side  ;  and  the  price  of  two  scalps  would  purchase  a  keg  of 
powder  and  a  rifle  ;  though  Fll  not  say  one  of  the  latter  alto- 
gether as  good  as  Killdeer  there,  which  your  father  va'nts  as 
oncoramon,  and  onequalled,  like.  But  fair  powder,  and  a  pretty 
sartain  rifle ;  then  the  red-men  are  not  the  expartest  in  fire- 
arms, and  don^t  always  know  the  difference  atwixt  that  which  is 
ra'al,  and  that  which  is  seeming." 

**  This  is  horrible!"  muttered  the  girl,  struck  by  the  homely 
manner  in  which  her  companion  was  accustomed  to  state  his 
£acts.  **  But  you  overlook  my  own  clothes,  Deerslayer ;  and 
they,  1  think,  might  go  far  with  the  women  of  the  Iroquois." 

*'  No  doubt  they  would  ;  no  doubt  they  would,  Judith," 
returned  the  other,  looking  at  her  keenly,  as  if  he  woukl  ascer- 
tain whether  she  were  really  capable  of  making  such  a  sacrifice. 
"  But  are  you  sartain,  gal,  you  could  find  it  in  your  heart  to 
part  with  your  own  finery  for  such  a  purix)se?  Many  is  tlio 
man  who  has  thought  he  was  valiant  till  danger  stared  him  in 
the  face ;  IVe  known  them  too  that  consaited  they  were  kind 
and  ready  to  give  away  all  they  had  to  the  poor,  when  they've 
been  listening  to  other  |)eople's  hard-heartedness,  but  whoso 
fists  have  clenched  as  tight  as  the  riven  hickory,  when  it  came 
to  downright  offerings  of  their  own.  Besides,  Judith,  youVe 
handsome — oncommon  in  that  way,  one  might  obsarve,  and  do 
DO  harm  to  the  truth  ;  and  they  that  have  beauty  like  to  have 
that  which  will  adorn  it  Are  you  sartain  you  could  find  it  in 
your  heart  to  part  with  your  own  finery  ?" 

The  soothing  allusion  to  the  personal  charms  of  the  girl  was 
well-timed,  to  counteract  the  efifect  produced  by  the  distrust  that 
the  young  man  expressed  of  Judith's  devotion  to  her  filial 
duties.  Had  anotlier  said  as  much  as  Deerslayer,  the  compli- 
moTit  would  most  probably  have  been  overlooked,  in  the  indi^- 
natio..  awakened  by  the  doubts;  but  even  the  unji.lirlud  sin- 


Clarity,  tli»t  so  often  made  lliia  simple- minded  hunter  bore  his 
lliought",  had  a  tharni  for  tLe  girl  ;  jind,  wlule  she  colored, 
and  for  an  insUint  her  eyes  flashod  fire,  she  could  not  find  it  in 
her  henrt  lo  be  reHllv  angry  with  one  wliose  very  soul  set^med 
Iruth  and  manly  kindnes-i.  Look  her  reproaches  (lie  did ;  but 
conquerinji  llie  dtsire  to  retort,  she  succeeded  in  answering-  in  a 
mild  and  friendly  manner. 

"  You  nnnbt  keep  all  your  favorable  opinions  for  the  Dela- 
vfikK  girls,  Deerslayer,  if  voii  seriously  tliink  llius  of  tliose  of 
your  own  color,"  slie  said,  affecting  lo  Ijingli.  "  Dot,  try  me; 
if  you  find  that  I  regret  either  riband  or  feather,  silk  or  mus- 
lin, then  may  you  think  what  yon  ]i1ensc  of  my  heart,  niid  ssy 
what  you  think." 

"  That's  justice !  The  rarest  tiling  to  find  on  'arth  is  a  truly 
just  man.  So  says  Tameuund,  the  wisest  projiiiet  of  the  Dela- 
ware's ;  and  bo  all  must  think  that  have  occasion  to  see,  anil 
tnlk,  and  act  among  mankind.  I  love  a  just  man,  Sarpent; 
his  eyes  are  never  covered  with  darkness  towards  his  initnies, 
nd   l.rJL-htm^s  to^vards  lii^  fij-nds. 
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not  believe  every  evil  story  that  a  prating  idler,  like  Hurry 
Harry,  may  have  to  tell,  that  goes  to  touch  the  good  name  of 
any  young  woman  who  may  not  happen  to  have  the  same 
opinions  of  his  face  and  person  that  the  blustering  gallant  has 
of  himself." 

"  Hurry  Harry's  idees  do  not  pass  for  gospel  with  me,  Judith  ; 
but  even  worse  than  he  may  have  eyes  and  ears,"  returned  the 
otlier  gravely. 

"  Enough  of  this  !"  exclaimed  Judith,  with  flashing  eye,  and  a 
flush  that  mounted  to  her  temples ;  "  atid  more  of  my  father 
and  his  ransom.  Tis  as  you  say,  Deershiyer  ;  the  Indians  will 
Dot  be  likely  to  give  up  their  prisoners  without  a  heavier  bribe 
than  my  clothes  can  oft'er,  and  father's  rifle  and  powder.  There 
is  the  chest" 

"  Ay,  there  is  the  chist^  as  you  say,  Judith  ;  and  when  the 
question  gets  to  be  between  a  secret  and  a  scalp,  I  should  think 
most  men  would  prefar  keeping  the  last.  Did  your  father  ever 
give  you  any  downright  command  consuming  that  chist  ?" 

**  Never.  He  has  always  aj)pcared  to  think  its  locks,  and  its 
steel  bands,  and  its  strength,  its  best  protection." 

"TLs  a  rare  chist,  and  altogether  of  curious  build,"  returned 
Deerslayer,  rising  and  approaching  the  thing  in  question,  on 
which  he  seated  himself,  with  a  view  to  examine  it  with  greater 
ease.  "  Chingachgook,  this  is  no  wood  that  comes  of  any  forest 
tliat  you  or  I  have  ever  trailed  through  !  'Tisn't  the  black 
walnut ;  and  yet  it's  quite  as  comely,  if  not  more  so,  did  the 
smoke  and  the  treatment  give  it  fair  play." 

The  Delaware  drew  near,  felt  of  the  wood,  examined  its  grain, 
endeavored  to  indent  the  surface  with  a  nail,  and  passed  his 
hand  curiously  over  the  steel  bands,  the  heavy  ]»adlocks,  and  the 
other  novel  peculiarities  of  the  massive  box. 

"  No — nothing  like  this  grows  in  these  regions,"  resumed 
Deerslayer ;  "  I've  seen  all  the  oaks,  both  the  maples,  the  elms, 
the  bass-wood,  all  the  walnuts,  the  butternuts,  and  every  tree 
that  has  a  substance  and  color,  wrought  into  some  form  or  other ; 
but  never  have  I  before  seen  such  a  wood  as  this  I    Jud\ll\^  \.Vi<d 
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chift  itsplf  would  bny  your  father's  freedom;  or  Iroquois 
fiir'osity  isn't  as  strong  as  red-skin  cur'osity,  in  general ; 
(■sfM.'cially  in  the  nintter  of  woods." 

"  The  purchase  might  be  cheaper  made,  perhaps,  Deerslayer. 
Tlii-  cliest  is  full,  and  it  would  be  better  to  part  with  hnlf  tb»n 
li.  part  with  the  whole.  Besides,  father — I  know  not  why — 
but  fiitlier  values  that  chest  highly." 

"  lie  would  seem  to  priw;  what  it  holds  more  than  the  chist 
tbielf,  judging  by  ihe  inniiner  in  wliidi  lie  treats  the  outitide  and 
secures  the  inside.      Ilere  Are  three  lodes,  Judith;    is  there 

m,k.,-r 

"  I'l  c  never  seen  one ;   and   yet  key  tiere  must  be,  since 

lli'tty  told  ua  ifie  had  often  seen  tlie  chest  opened." 

"  Keys  no  more  lie  in  the  air,  or  float  on  the  water,  thui 
liuniiins,  i^n] ;  if  tlierij  is  a  key,  there  must  be  a  place  in  which 


nd   i 


night  not  be  difficult  to  And  it,  did  we 
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to  say  that  even  the  moon  would  seem  a  different  thing  (i:  >:•) 
what  it  now  does,  could  we  look  at  it  from  the  other  side.'* 

'*  Deerelayer,  if  we  can  find  the  key,  I  will  authorize  you  to 
open  the  chest,  and  to  take  such  things  from  it  as  you  may 
think  will  buy  father's  ransom." 

**  First  find  the  key,  gal ;  we'll  talk  of  the  rest  a'terwards. 
Saq)ent,  you've  eyes  like  a  fly,  and  a  judgment  that's  seldom 
out ;  can  you  help  us,  in  calculating  where  Floating  Tom 
would  be  apt  to  keep  the  key  of  a  chist  that  he  holds  to  be  sis 
private  as  this  ? " 

The  Delaware  had  taken  no  part  in  the  discourse,  until  he 
was  thus  directly  appealed  to,  when  he  quitted  the  chest,  which 
had  continued  to  attract  his  attention,  and  cast  about  him  for 
die  place  in  which  a  key  would  be  likely  to  be  conc<Miled  under 
Buch  circumstances.  As  Judith  and  Deerslaver  were  not  idle 
the  while,  the  whole  three  were  soon  etigaged  in  an  anxious  and 
spirited  searcli.  As  it  was  certain  that  the  desired  key  was  not 
to  be  found  in  any  of  the  common  drawers  or  closet**,  of  which 
there  were  several  in  the  building,  none  looked  there,  but 
all  turned  their  inquiries  to  those  places  that  struck  them  as  in- 
genious hiding-places,  and  more  likely  to  be  used  for  such  a 
purpose.  In  this  manner  the  owUtr  room  was  thoroughly  but 
fruitlessly  examined;  when  they  entered  the  sleeping  apartment 
of  Hutter.  This  part  of  the  rude  building  was  better  furnished 
than  the  rest  of  the  structure,  conUiiuing  several  articles  thai 
had  been  es|)ecially  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  deceased  wife 
of  its  owner;  but  as  Judith  had  all  the  rest  of  the  keys  it  waj 
soon  rummaged,  without  bringing  to  hght  the  j)articular  key 
desired. 

Tlicy  now  entered  the  bed-room  of  the  daughters.  Chiii- 
gachgook  was  immediately  struck  with  the  contrast  between  the 
articles,  and  the  arrangement  of  that  side  of  the  rootn  that 
might  l>e  called  Judith's,  and  that  which  more  properly  be- 
longed to  Hetty.  A  slight  exclamation  escaped  him,  and  point- 
ing in  each  direction,  he  alluded  to  the  fact  in  a  low  voice, 
speaking  to  bis  friend  in  the  Dehiware  tongue. 
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"  Aa  you  tliink,  Sarpent,"  answered  Deerelayer,  whose  re- 
marks we  always  trfmslnte  into  English,  preserving  as  much  m 
possible  of  llie  [loculinr  pliraseol<^  and  tnunncr  trf  the  man. 
"  'Tis  ju^t  eo,  as  any  one  may  see ;  and  'tis  all  foundiid  in 
niitur'.  One  sister  loves  finery,  some  say,  overmuch ;  while 
t'ollier  is  as  meek  and  lowly  as  God  ever  created  goodness  itnd 
truth.  Yet,  nfter  all,  I  dare  sjiy  tliat  Judith  has  her  vartues, 
and  Hetty  has  her  failinV 

"And  the  'Feeble-Mind'  has  seen  the  chest  c^ned  I"  ia- 
quired  Chlngiiehgouk,  witli  curiosity  in  his  glance. 

'~f!urtain;  that  much  I've  lietird  from  her  own  lips;  and, 
for  that  matter,  so  have  you.  It  seems  her  father  doesn't  tnis- 
gis  e  her  discretion,  though  he  does  that  of  his  eldest  darter." 

"  Tlien  the  key  is  hid  only  from  tlie  Wild  Kose  !"  for  so  Chin. 
gndigook  had  bi^n  gallantly  to  term  Judith,  in  his  private 
discourse  with  liis  friend. 

"  Thai's  it  1  That's  just  it !  One  he  trusts  and  the  other  he 
dijcsn't.     There's  red  and  white  in  that,  SarpenB;  hU  tribes  and 
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coarse  pocket,  apparently  empty,  hung  on  the  adjoining  peg, 
and  Uiis  was  next  examined.  By  this  time,  the  attention  of 
Juditli  was  called  in  that  direction,  and  she  spoke  hurriedly,  and 
like  one  who  wished  to  save  unnecessary  trouble. 

** These  are  only  the  clothes  of  poor  Hetty,  dear  simple 
frirl  !^  she  said ;  '"  nothing  we  seek,  would  be  likely  to  be 
there." 

The  words  were  hardly  out  of  the  handsome  mouth  of  the 
speaker,  when  Chingachgook  drew  the  desired  key  from  the 
pocket.  Judith  was  too  quick  of  apprehension  not  to  under- 
stand the  reason  a  hiding-place  so  simple  and  exposed,  had  been 
used.  The  blood  rushed  to  her  face,  as  much  with  resentment, 
perhaps,  as  with  shame ;  and  she  bit  her  lip,  though  she  con- 
tinued silent.  Deerslaver  and  his  friend  now  discovered  the 
delicacy  of  men  of  native  refinement,  neither  smihng,  or  even 
by  a  glance  betraying  how  completely  he  understood  the 
motives  and  injrenuitv  of  this  clever  artifice.  The  former,  who 
had  taken  the  key  from  the  Indian,  led  the  way  into  the  adjoin- 
ing room,  and  applying  it  to  a  lock,  ascertained  that  the  right 
instrument  had  actually  been  found.  There  were  three  pad- 
locks, each  of  which,  however,  was  easily  opened  by  this  single 
key.  Deerslaver  removed  them  all,  loosened  the  hasjis,  raised 
the  lid  a  little  to  make  certain  it  was  loose,  and  then  he  drew 
back  from  the  chest  several  feet,  signing  to  his  friend  to 
follow. 

"  This  Is  a  family  chist,  Judith,"  he  said,  "  and  'tis  like  to  hold 
family  secrets.  The  Sarpent  and  I  will  go  into  the  ark,  and 
look  to  the  canoes,  and  paddles,  and  oars;  while  you  can 
examine  it  by  your.*elf,  and  find  out  whether  anything  that  will 
be  a  make-weight  in  a  ransom  is  or  is  not  among  the  articles. 
When  you've  got  through,  give  as  a  call,  and  we'll  all  sit  in 
council  together,  touching  the  valie  of  the  articles." 

"  Stop,  Deerslavfr,"  exclaimed  the  girl,  as  he  was  about  to 
withdraw;  "not  a  single  thing  will  I  touch — I  will  not  even 
raise  the  lid — unless  you  are  present,  Fatlier  and  Hetty  have 
8ccn  fit  to  keep  the  inside  of  this  chest  a  secret  from  me,  and  I 
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am  mneh  too  proud  to  pry  into  their  hidden  treasures,  unlesn  it 
ware  for  tlidr  own  good.  But  on  no  account  will  I  open  the 
chent  alone.  Stay  with  rae,  tlien ;  I  want  witnesses  of  whAt 
I  do." 

"  I  nither  tliiiik,  Sarpent,  thnt  the  ^1  »  right  1  Confidt'nae 
nud  reliance  beget  security,  but  suspicion  is  like  U)  make  lu  all 
wary.  Judith  Las  n  right  to  ask  us  to  be  present ;  and 
Rhoiild  the  chiet  hold  uny  of  Master  nutter's  secrets,  they  will 
fall  into  the  kefping  of  two  as  cloae-moutliod  young  men  aa 
are  lo  be  found.  We  tvUl  stay  with  you,  Judith — but  firat  let 
m  take  a  look  at  the  Likf  and  tlie  shore,  for  this  chist  will  not 
be  emptied  in  a  minute." 

The  two  men  now  went  out  on  the  platform,  and  Deerslayer 
swept  the  shore  with  the  gla^e,  while  the  Indian  grai'ely  turned 
his  eye  on  the  water  and  the  woods  in  quest  of  any  sign  that 
might  betray  the  mai^hinulion^  of  their  enemiex.  Notliing  was 
visible,  and  assured  of  their  temporary  security,  tlie  three 
cilleet«;d  around  the  chest  again,  with   the   avowed   object  of 


THE     D£BR8LAYKK.  225 

the  subject  of  this  chest,  which  had  stood  a  sort  of  tabooed 
relic  before  her  eyes  from  childhood  to  the  present  hour. 
Nevertheless,  the  time  had  come  when  it  would  seem  that  this 
mystery  was  to  be  explained,  and  that  under  circumstinces,  too, 
which  left  her  very  little  choice  in  the  matter. 

Finding  that  both  her  companions  were  watching  her  move- 
iiunts  in  grave  silence,  Judith  j>laced  a  hand  on  the  lid,  and 
endeavored  to  raise  it.  Her  strength,  however,  was  insufficient, 
and  it  appeared  to  the  girl,  who  was  fully  aware  that  all  the 
fastenings  were  removed,  that  she  was  resisted  in  an  unhal- 
lowed attempt  by  some  supernatural  j>ower. 

"  I  cannot  raise  the  lid,  Deerslayer,"  she  said  ;  "  had  we  not 
better  give  up  the  attempt,  and  find  some  other  means  of 
releasing  the  prisoners  ?" 

"  Not  so,  Judith  ;  not  so,  gal.  No  means  are  as  sart^iin  and 
easy  as  a  good  bribe,"  answered  the  other.  "  As  for  the  lid, 
'tis  held  by  nothing  but  its  own  weight,  which  is  pro<ligious  for 
so  small  a  piece  of  wood,  loaded  with  iron  as  it  is." 

As  Deerslayer  spoke,  he  applied  his  own  strength  to  the 
effort,  and  succeeded  in  raising  the  lid  against  the  timbers  of 
the  house,  where  he  took  care  to  secure  it  by  a  sufficient  prop. 
Judith  fairly  trembled,  as  she  cast  her  first  glance  at  the 
interior ;  and  she  felt  a  temporary  relief  in  discovering  that  a 
piece  of  canvas  that  was  carefully  tucked  in  around  Uie  edges 
effectually  concealed  all  beneath  it.  The  chest  was  apparently 
well  8t<jred,  however,  the  canvas  lying  within  an  inch  of 
the  lid. 

"  Here's  a  full  cargo,"  said  Deerslayer,  eyeing  the  arrange- 
ment ;  "  and  we  had  needs  go  to  work  leisurely,  and  at  our 
ease.  Sarpent,  bring  some  stools,  while  I  spread  this  blanket 
on  the  floor,  and  then  we'll  begin  work  orderly  and  in  comfort." 

The  Delaware  comj)lied  ;  Deerslayer  civilly  placed  a  stool  for 
Judith,  to<jk  one  liijns(?lf,  and  commenced  the  removal  of  the 
canvas  covering.  This  was  done  deliberately,  and  in  as  cautious 
a  manner  as  if  it  were  believed  that  fabrics  of  a  delicate 
comtmction    Inv   hidden    beneath.      When    the   canvas   was 
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removed,  tlie  first  nniclcs  that  came  in  new  were  some  of  tbe 
habiliments  of  tlic  male  sen.  These  were  of  fine  materialo,  and 
according  tu  tho  fasliions  of  the  age,  were  g«y  in  colors  luid 
rich  ill  onianit'iils.  One  coat,  in  particular,  was  of  ivaHet,  and 
liiul  button-holea  worked  In  gold  thread.  Stiil  it  was  not 
militiiry,  but  was  |>art  of  tbe  attire  of  a  civilian  of  coodilion  at 
a  perioil  when  social  rank  wns  rigidly  respected  in  dress. 
Cliiiigiieligook  could  not  refriiin  from  an  exclamation  of  jileasure, 
as  soon  as  DciTslnver  o|)eneO  this  coat,  and  held  it  np  to  view; 
for,  notwitliHtiinding  all  his  trained  self-command,  the  splendor 
of  the  vc»luK'iit  WHS  too  much  for  the  philosophy  of  an  India:!. 
Deeralayi^r  turned  quickly,  and  ho  regarded  his  friend  with  ii 
monii'iLt;iry  dispk-asLire,  as  this  burst  of  weakness  escaped  hiui ; 
and  llicii  lie  soliloquized,  aa  was  bis  practice  whenewr  any 
strong  fculing  suddi-nly  got  the  ascendency. 

"  Tis  Ilia  ;j;iftl — yes,  'tis  llie  gift  of  a  rcd-ekin  to  love  finery, 
and  he  is  not  to  Iw  blamed.  This  is  an  extr'omary  garment,  too ; 
and  extr'ornary  things  get  up  extr'ornary  feelin's.     I  lliiiik  this 
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with  grave  intercut  At  that  moment  he  thought  of  llist,  and 
we  owe  it  to  truth  to  say,  though  it  may  miHtate  a  Httle  against 
the  stem  character  of  a  warrior  to  own  it,  tliat  he  wished 
he  could  be  seen  by  her  in  his  present  imj)roved  aspect. 

"  Off  witli  it,  Sarpent — off  with  it,"  resumed  the  inflexible 
Deerslayer;  **8uch  garments  as  little  become  you  as  they 
would  become  me.  Your  gifts  are  for  paint,  and  hawk's 
feathers,  and  blankets,  and  wampum ;  and  mine  are  for  doublets 
of  skins,  tough  loggings,  and  sarviceable  moccasins.  I  say 
moccasins,  Judith,  for  though  white,  living  as  I  do  in  the 
woods,  it's  necessary  to  take  to  some  of  the  practices  of  the 
woods,  for  comfort's  sake  and  cheapness." 

"  I  see  no  reason,  Deerslayer,  why  one  man  may  not  wear  a 
scarlet  co«it  as  well  as  another,"  returned  the  girl.  "  I  wish  I 
could  see  you  in  this  handsome  garment." 

"See  me  in  a  coat  fit  for  a  lord  !  Well,  Judith,  if  you  wait 
till  that  day,  you'll  wait  until  you  see  me  beyond  reason  and 
memory.  No — no — gal,  my  gifts  are  my  gifts,  and  I'll  live 
and  die  in  'em,  though  I  never  bring  down  another  deer  or 
Bpear  another  salmon.  What  have  I  done  that  you  should 
wish  to  see  me  in  such  a  flaunting  coat,  Judith !" 

"  Because  I  think,  Deersliver,  that  the  false-tonjrued  and 
false-hearted  young  gallants  of  the  garrison  ought  not  alone  to 
appear  in  fine  feathers ;  but  that  truth  and  honesty  have  their 
claims  to  be  honored  and  exalted." 

"  And  what  exaltification — "  The  reader  will  have  remarked 
that  Deerslayer  had  not  very  critically  studied  liis  dictionary — 
"  And  what  exaltification  would  it  be  to  me,  Judith,  to  be 
bedizened  and  bescarleted  like  a  Mingo  chief  that  has  just  got 
his  presents  up  from  Quebec  ?  No — no — I'm  well  as  I  am  ; 
and  if  not,  I  can  be  no  better.  Lay  the  coat  down  on  tlie 
blanket,  Sarj)ont,  and  let  us  look  further  into  the  chist." 

The  tempting  garment,  one  surely  that  was  never  intended 
for  Uutter,  w^as  laid  aside,  and  the  examination  proceeded. 
The  male  attire,  all  of  which  corresponded  with  the  coat  in 
quahty,  was  soon  exhausted,  and  then  succeeded  female.     A. 


beautiful  drexs  of  broMido,  a  litlla  the  worse  from  n<^1igimt 
trcntmcnt,  followed  ;  mid  tbis  time  open  evdamfltiona  of  delight 
eKa]icd  the  lj]is  of  Judith.  Kfuch  as  the  girl  had  been  addicted 
to  dre«>,  niid  tiivoralilc  ha  had  been  her  opporCunilies  uf  seeing 
some  little  pretension  in  that  way,  among  the  wives  of  tlie 
different  commnTidanls,  and  other  ladies  of  the  forts,  never 
before  liad  slie  beJK-ld  a  tissue,  or  tints  to  e<\iM\  those  that  were 
now  so  unex]iccl«dly  placed  before  her  eyes.  Her  rnptnre  waB 
almost  childiuli ;  nor  would  she  allow  the  iiiquiri'  to  jirm-eed  nitffl 
she  had  attired  her  person  in  a  rolie  so  unt^uiU'd  In  her  hafaita 
and  her  abode.  With  this  end,  she  withdrew  into  her  own 
room,  wheri',  with  hnnds  practised  in  sueh  offices,  she  iwjon  got  rid 
of  her  own  neat  gown  of  linen,  and  stood  forth  in  the  gay  tinta 
of  the  hrixade.  The  dress  happened  to  lit  the  line,  fiill  |N.-rsoli 
of  Judith.  Riid  certainly  it  had  never  adorned  H  being  better 
quiditied  hy  natural  y;ift£,  to  da  credit  to  its  really  rieb  hues  and 
line  textiiii'.  When  she  returned,  both  Deerslayer  and 
( 'hinirnehffivik.  wlm  hail  passed  the  brief  time  of  her  absence  in 
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time,  tco,  both  white  and  red  ;  and  them  that  was  renowned  and 
tilked  of,  far  and  near ;  but  never  have  I  beheld  one  that  could 
liold  any  comparison  with  what  you  are  at  thisi  blessed  inst^mt, 
Judith  ;  never." 

The  glance  of  delight  which  the  girl  bestowed  on  the  fraiik- 
sipeaking  hunter,  in  no  degree  lessened  the  effect  of  her  charms ; 
and  as  the  humid  eyes  blended  with  it  a  look  of  sensibility, 
perhaps  Judith  never  appeared  more  truly  lovely  than  at  what 
the  young  man  had  called  that  **  blessed  instant."  lie  shook 
his  head,  held  it  suspended  a  moment  over  the  o{>en  chest  like 
one  in  doubt,  and  then  proceeded  with  the  examination. 

Several  of  the  minor  articli-s  of  female  dress  amie  next,  all  of 
a  quality  to  correspond  with  the  gown.  These  were  laid  at 
Judith^s  feet,  in  silence,  as  if  she  had  a  natural  claim  to  their 
possession.  One  or  two,  such  as  gloves  and  lace,  the  girl 
caught  up,  and  appended  to  her  already  rich  attire,  in  aff<'Ct«*(l 
playfulness,  but  with  the  real  design  of  decorating  Iht  person  as 
far  as  circumstjincps  would  allow.  When  these  two  reiiiarkable 
suits,  male  and  female  they  might  be  termed,  were  removed, 
another  canvas  covering  separated  the  remainder  of  the  articles 
from  the  ]>art  of  the  clk^st  which  they  had  occupied.  As  soon 
as  Deerslayer  |)erceived  this  arrangement,  he  paused,  doubtful 
of  the  [»ruj)riety  of  proceeding  any  further. 

"  Every  man  has  his  secrets,  I  suppose,"  he  said,  **  and  all 
men  have  a  right  to  their  enj'yment ;  we've  got  low  enough  in 
this  chist,  in  my  judgment,  to  answer  our  wants,  and  it  seems 
to  me  we  should  do  well  by  going  no  further ;  and  by  letting 
Master  Uutter  have  to  himself,  and  his  own  feelings,  all  that*8 
beneath  this  cover." 

**  Do  you  mean,  Deerslayer,  to  offer  these  clothes  to  the 
Iroquois  as  ransom  ?"  demanded  Judith,  quickly. 

"  Sartain.  What  are  we  prying  into  another  man^s  chist  for, 
but  to  sarve  its  owner  in  the  best  way  we  can  ?  This  coat, 
alone,  would  be  very  apt  to  gain  over  the  head-chief  of  the 
riptyles ;  and  if  his  wife  or  darter  should  happen  to  be  out  with 
him,  that  there  gownd  would  soften  the  heart  oC  «ii^  nomvEL 
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that  is  to  be  found  ntween  Albiiny  auil  Montreiil.  I  do  not  see 
that  wii  wnrit  a  larger  stock  in  trade  tlinn  them  two  wlicles,* 

"  To  yoii  it  may  aoem  so,  Di'Crttayer,"  returned  tlie  di«Bp- 
poinlcd  girl ;  "  but  of  wliat  use  could  a  dress  like  tliis  be  to  nny 
Indian  woninr !  She  could  not  wcw  it  among  the  brandies  of 
the  trees  ;  the  dirt  and  smoke  of  the  wigwam  would  M>on  soil 
it ;  nnd  how  would  a  pair  of  red  arms  appear  tbrust  through 
Uiesc  short,  laced  sleeves  I'' 

"  All  very  tnii',  gal ;  and  yon  might  go  on  and  Kiy,  it  is 
altogether  out  of  time,  and  [»lace,  and  season,  in  Ihb  region  at 
all.  What  is  it  to  us  how  the  finery  is  treated,  so  long  as  it 
answers  our  wishes !  I  do  not  see  tliat  your  father  cnn  make 
any  use  of  such  clothes ;  and  it's  lucky  he  lias  things  that  are 
of  no  valic  to  himself,  that  will  bear  a  high  price  with  others. 
A^'c  can  make  no  better  trade  fiir  him  than  to  offer  these  duds 
for  his  liberty.  Well  throw  in  the  light  frivol'ticB,  and  get 
niirry  offiu  the  bargain  !" 

"Th'^n  you  think,  Peerslayer,  that  Thomas  Hutter  has  no 
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ooniingly  clad,  and  nothing  is  suitable  that  is  out  of  character. 
Besides,  gal,  if  ther's  a  creatur^  in  the  colony  that  can  afford  to 
do  without  finery,  and  to  trust  to  her  own  good  looks  and  sweet 
countenance,  it's  yourself." 

"  m  take  oflF  the  rubbish  this  instant,  Deerslayer,"  cried  the 
girl,  springing  up  to  leave  the  ripora  ;  "  and  never  do  I  wish  to 
see  it  on  any  human  being  again." 

**  So  it  is  with  'em  all,  Sarpent,"  said  the  other,  turning  to 
his  friend  and  laughing,  as  soon  as  the  Ix'auty  had  disappeared. 
'*  They  like  finery,  but  they  like  their  natyve  charms  most  of  all. 
I'm  glad  the  gal  has  consented  to  lay  aside  her  furbelows, 
bowsever,  for  it's  ag'in  reason  for  one  of  her  class  to  wear  'em  ; 
and  then  she  is  handsome  enough,  as  I  call  it,  to  go  alone. 
Hist  would  show  oncommon  likely,  too,  in  such  a  gownd, 
Delaware !" 

**  Wah-ta  !-Wah  is  a  red-skin  girl,  Deerslayer,"  returned  the 
Indian  ;  "  like  the  young  of  the  pigeon  she  is  to  be  known  by 
her  own  feathers.  I  should  pass  by  without  knowing  her,  were 
she  dressed  in  such  a  skin.  It's  wisest  always  to  be  so  clad  that 
our  friends  need  not  ask  us  for  our  names.  The  *  Wild  Rose' 
is  very  pleasant,  but  she  is  no  sweeter  for  so  many  colors." 

*'  That's  it ! — that's  natur*,  and  the  true  foundation  for  love 
and  protection.  When  a  man  sUjps  to  piik  a  wild  straw- 
berry, he  does  not  ex[)ect  to  find  a  nirlon  ;  and  when  he  wishes 
to  gather  a  melon,  he's  disapp'inted  if  it  proves  to  l>e  a  squash ; 
though  squashes  be  often  brighter  to  the  eye  than  melons. 
That^s  it,  and  it  means,  stick  to  your  gifts  and  your  gifts  will 
stick  to  you." 

The  two  men  had  now  a  little  discussion  together,  touching 
the  propriety  of  penetrating  any  ftirtlier  into  the  chest  of  llutter, 
when  Judith  re-appeared,  divested  of  her  robes,  and  in  her  own 
simple  linen  frock  again. 

"Thank  you,  Judith,"  said  Deerslayer,  taking  her  kindly 
by  the  hand ;  **  for  I  know  it  went  a  little  ag'in  ihe  nat'ral 
cravings  of  woman  to  lay  aside  so  much  finery  as  it  might  be 
in  a  lump.     But  you're  more  pleasing  to  the  eye  aft  yo^i  ^UAvd^ 


you  be,  than  if  j-uu  hiid  a  crciivo  on  your  bead,  and  jewrf« 
danglinff  frutn  your  liair.  Tlie  i|Wstk.n  now  is,  wlietW  to  lift 
this  cijiyring,  to  ste  wliat  will  K-  m'ally  the  best  barguD  we 
can  make  fur  Master  Hutter ;  for  we  must  do  as  we  think  ft* 
would  bu  willinu:  to  do,  did  he  stand  hefe  in  our  placOB." 

iltiJith  looked  very  hR[>py.  Accustomed  as  ehe  was  toadula- 
tioii,  the  bumble  homage  of  Deerslayer  had  given  her  more 
true  satiafnclioH  than  she  bad  ever  vet  received  from  the  tongue 
of  niiiii.  It  wu:^  uot  the  terms  in  whiith  this  admiration  had 
been  expressed,  for  Ihrt/  were  simple  enough,  tbal  product^  so 
strong  an  impression  ;  nor  j'et  their  novelty,  or  tlieir  wiwrnth 
of  manner,  nor  any  of  those  peeuliaritiijs  that  usually  give  value 
to  praise  ;  but  the  un  flinch  lug  tniUi  of  the  Bpeaker,  thi^  car- 
ried bis  words  so  dirwtly  to  tlie  hewt  of  the  listener.  This  ia 
one  of  the  great  advantages  of  plain  dealing  and  frankueM. 
The  hnbitnal  and  wily  flatterer  may  succeed  until  his  practices 
recoil  on  liimsel^  anri  hko  other  sweets,  his  aliment  doys  by 
IS  ;  but  be  nho  Aenh  honestly,  though  he  often   t 
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and  she  had  now  received  it ;  and  that  in  the  form  which  was 
most  agreeable  to  her  weaknesses  and  habits  of  thought.  'J'he 
result  will  appear  in  tlie  course  of  the  narrative. 

**  If  we  knew  all  that  chest  holds,  Deerslayer/*  returned  the 
girl,  when  she  had  a  little  recovered  from  the  immediate  eflect 
produced  by  his  commendations  of  her  personal  appearance, 
**  we  could  better  determine  on  the  course  we  ought  to  take." 

""  That^s  not  onreasonable,  gal,  though  it*s  more  a  pale-fiace 
than  a  red-skin  gift,  to  be  prying  into  other  peopWs  secrets.*^ 

^Curiosity  is  natural,  and  it  is  ex|)ected  that  all  human 
beings  should  have  human  failings.  Whenever  Tve  been  at  the 
garrisons,  Tve  found  that  most,  in  and  about  them,  had  a  long- 
ing to  learn  their  neighbor's  secrets." 

^  Yes,  and  sometimes  to  fancy  them,  when  they  couldn't  find 
'em  out !  That's  the  difference  atween  an  Indian  gentleman 
and  a  white  gentleman.  The  Sar(>ent,  here,  would  turn  his 
head  aside,  if  he  found  himself  onknowingly  lookin'  into  another 
diiefs  wigwam ;  whereas  in  the  settlements,  while  all  protend 
to  be  great  people,  most  prove  they've  got  betters,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  talk  of  their  consarns.  Til  be  >x>und,  Judith, 
you  wouldn't  get  the  Sarpent,  there,  to  confess  there  was 
anotiier  in  the  tribe  so  much  greater  than  himself,  as  to  become 
the  subject  of  his  idees,  and  to  empl'y  his  tongue  in  conversa- 
tions about  his  movements,  and  ways,  and  fo(Kl,  and  all  the  other 
little  matters  that  occupy  a  man  when  he's  not  empl'y'd  in  his 
greater  duties.  lie  who  does  this,  is  but  little  better  than  a 
blackguard  in  the  grain,  and  them  that  encourages  him  is  pretty 
much  of  the  same  kidney,  let  them  wear  coats  as  fine  as  they 
may,  or  of  what  dye  they  please." 

^  l^ut  this  is  not  another  man's  wigwam ;  it  belongs  to  my 
father ;  these  are  his  things,  and  they  arc  wanted  in  his 
senice." 

"That's  true,  gal,  that's  true;  and  it  carries  weight  with  it. 
Well,  when  all  is  before  us,  we  may,  indeed,  best  judge  which 
to  oflFer  for  the  ransom,  and  which  to  withhold." 

Judith  was  not  altogether  as  disinterested  in  her  feelings  as 
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she  affected  to  be.  She  remembered  lliat  the  cnrioaity  of  Hetty 
had  been  indulged,  in  coonejrion  with  litis  chesl,  wliile  her  own 
hiid  been  disrccarded ;  and  she  wiis  not  sorry  to  possess  an 
opportunity  of  being  placed  on  a  level  with  her  loss  gifted  ai»- 
ler,  in  tliis  one  particular.  It  appearing  to  be  adinill^d  all 
round  tlint  the  inquiry  into  the  contents  of  the  chesl  ou^bt  to 
be  renewctl,  Deerslayer  proceeded  to  remove  the  second  corer- 

The  articles  that  Iny  uppermost,  when  the  curtain  was  agsdn 
raised  on  the  secrets  of  the  cheat,  were  a  pair  of  pistols, 
curiously  inlaid  with  silver.  Their  value  would  have  been  con- 
siderable in  one  of  thetomis,  though  as  weapons,  in  tbe  wooda, 
Ihey  were  a  species  of  anna  seldom  emploved ;  never,  indeed, 
unless  it  might  be  by  some  officer  from  Europe,  who  lii^iled  the 
colonies,  as  many  were  then  wont  to  do,  bo  much  impressed 
with  the  superiority  of  the  usages  of  London,  as  to  fancy  they 
were  imt  to  be  laid  a^ide  on  the  frontiers  of  America.  What 
occurred  on  the  discovery  of  these  weapons,  will  apjtear  in   t]ic 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

"  An  oaken,  broken,  elbow  chair ; 
A  candle-cup  without  an  ear ; 
A  battered,  ihtttered.  n»h  bedstead  ; 
A  box  of  de^l  without  a  lid ; 
A  p:iir  of  tonf  Ji,  but  out  of  Joint ; 
A  bjck-iword  poker,  without  point: 
A  dUh  which  might  good  meat  afiitrd  once ; 
An  Ovid,  and  an  old  Concordance." 

Dean  Swift'i  Fitventarf. 

No  sooner  did  Deerslayer  raise  the  pistols,  than  ho  turned  to 
the  Pelaware,  and  held  them  up  for  his  admiration. 

"  Child  gun,"  said  the  Serpent,  smiling,  while  he  handled  one 
of  the  instruments  as  if  it  had  been  a  toy. 

"Not  it,  Sarpciit;  not  it  Tis  made  for  a  man,  and  would 
satisfy  a  giant  if  rightly  used.  But  stop ;  white  men  are  remark- 
able for  their  carelessness  in  putting  away  fire-arms  in  chists  and 
comers.     Let  ine  look  if  care  has  been  given  to  these." 

As  Beerslayer  8|x)ke,  he  took  the  weapon  from  tlie  hand  of 
his  friend  and  opened  the  pan.  The  last  w«is  filled  with  prim- 
ing, caked  like  a  bit  of  cinder,  by  time,  moisture,  and  compres- 
sion. An  ap[)Iication  of  the  ramrod  showed  that  both  the  pistols 
were  charged,  although  Judith  could  testify  that  they  had 
probably  lain  for  years  in  the  chest.  It  is  not  easy  to  portray 
the  surprise  of  the  Indian  at  this  discovery,  for  he  was  in  the 
practice  of  renewing  his  priming  daily,  and  of  looking  to  the 
contents  of  his  piece  at  other  short  intervals. 

"  This  is  white  neglect,"  said  Deerslayer,  shaking  his  head, 
**"  and  scarce  a  season  goes  by  that  some  one  in  the  settlements 
doesn^t  suffer  from  it.  It's  extr'ornary  too,  Judith — ^yee,  it's 
downright  extr'ornary  that  the  owner  shall  fire  his  piece  at  a 
deer,  or  some  other  game,  or  perhaps  at  an  inimy,  and  twice  out 


of  three  ijnies  ht'll  mi^a  ;  but  let  him  cab^h  an  nocidcut  with  ona 
of  these  furgotli'n  charges,  and  he  makes  it  siinain  death  to  a 
child,  or  a  brulher,  or  n  fri'nd !  Well,  we  shall  do  a  good  turn 
to  iho  owD^r  if  we  6re  these  pistols  for  him ;  and  as  they'ra 
novelties  to  j'ou  and  uie,  Sarpetit,  we'll  try  our  hands  at  n  mark. 
Freshen  that  priming,  and  I'll  do  the  same  with  this,  and  thea 
we'll  see  who  is  the  best  man  with  a  pistol ;  as  for  the  rifle,  that's 
long  been  setlli'd  atweon  us." 

IWrslnyer  iau;^he<l  hi^urtily  al  bb  own  conceit,  and,  in  a 
minute  or  two,  tliey  w>'re  both  standing  on  the  platform,  select- 
iw^  miae  object  in  the  ark  for  tlieir  target.  Judith  was  led  by 
curiosity  to  their  side. 

"  Stand  back,  gal,  stand  a  little  back ;  these  wo'pons  Ikava 
IxH'n  long  loaded,"  said  Deerslayer,  "and  some  accident  may 
liapfien  in  the  discharge." 

"Then  you  shall  not  fire  tliom!  Give  them  both  to,  the 
Delaware  ;  or  it  would  be  belter  to  unload  them  without  firini;." 
e  people  say  ag'in  manhood; 
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"  Well  doDe,  Sarpcnt — well  done,"  cried  Deerslayer,  laugh- 
ing with  his  noiseless  glee,  **  you\'e  hit  the  lake,  and  that's  an 
expl'ite,  for  some  men  !  I  know VI  it,  and  as  much  as  said  it, 
here,  to  Judith ;  for  your  short  we'pons  don't  belong  to  red- 
skin giUs.  You've  hit  the  lake,  and  that's  better  than  only 
hitting  the  air  !  Now,  stand  back,  and  let  us  see  what  white 
gifts  can  do  with  a  white  we'pon.  A  pistol  isn't  a  trifle ;  but 
color  is  color." 

The  aim  of  Deerslayer  was  both  quick  and  steady,  and  the 
report  followed  almost  as  soon  as  the  weapon  rose.  Still  the 
pistol  hung  fire,  as  it  is  teniied,  and  fragments  of  it  flew  in  a 
dozen  directions,  some  falling  on  the  roof  of  the  castle,  others 
in  the  ark,  and  one  in  the  water.  Judith  screamed,  and  when 
the  two  men  turned  anxiously  towards  the  girl,  she  was  as  pale 
as  death,  trembling  in  every  limb. 

"She's  wounded — yes,  the  poor  gal's  wounded,  Sarpent, 
though  one  couldn't  foresee  it,  stimding  where  she  did.  We'll 
lead  her  into  a  seat,  and  we  must  do  the  best  for  her  that  our 
knowled":e  and  skill  can  afford." 

Judith  allowed  herself  to  be  supported  to  a  seat,  swallowed  a 
mouthful  of  the  water  that  the  Delaware  offered  to  her  in  a 
gourd,  and,  after  a  violent  fit  of  trembling,  that  seemed  ready 
to  shake  her  fine  frame  to  dissolution,  she  burst  into  tears. 

"The  pain  must  be  borne,  poor  Judith — yes,  it  must  be 
borne,"  said  Deerslayer,  soothingly;  "though  I  am  &r  from 
wishing  you  not  to  weep ;  for  weeping  often  lightens  galish 
feelin's.  Where  can  she  be  hurt,  Sarpent?  I  see  no  signs  of 
blood,  nor  any  rent  of  skin  or  garments." 

"I  am  uninjured,  Deerslayer,"  stammered  the  girl  through 
her  tears.  "  It's  fright — nothing  more,  I  do  assure  you ;  and, 
God  be  praised  !  no  one,  I  find,  has  been  harmed  by  the  acci- 
dent." 

"  This  is  extr'omary  T'  exclaimed  the  unsuspecting  and  sim- 
ple-minded hunter.  "I  thought,  Judith,  you'd  been  above 
settlement  weaknesses,  and  that  you  was  a  gal  not  to  be  fright- 
enod  by  the  sound  of  a  bursting  we'pon.     No— -I  didn't  think 


you  80  skeary !  Hetl^  might  well  Lave  been  atartleti ;  bnt 
you've  loo  muuii  judgment  and  reason  to  be  frig-httned  nben 
till!  danger's  ull  over.  They're  plenannt  to  the  eye,  chief,  and 
cliangcful,  but  vf  rv  imsftrtjiin  in  their  feelin's  V 

Shiime  ki'|it  Judith  silent  There  bftd  been  no  acting  in  Iket 
ngitation,  hut  all  had  fairly  proceeded  from  sudden  And  uucoo- 
trullablu  nlarm — an  alutm  that  she  found  almost  ba  inexplicable 
tu  herself,  as  it  proved  to  be  to  her  companions.  Wiping-  awAj 
tlie  traces  of  tears,  however,  she  smiled  again,  and  was  soon 
able  to  join  in  the  hiugh  at  her  own  folly. 

"And  you,  Dee rsl aver,"  she  at  length  succeeded  in  saving, 
"  are  you,  indeed,  allogfther  unhnrt !  It  seems  almost  miracu- 
lous that  n  jiiWol  should  have  hurst  in  your  hand,  and  you 
escape  withoul.  the  loss  of  a  limb,  if  not  of  life  P' 

"  Such  wonders  ar'n't  uncommon,  at  all,  among  worn-out 
iirins.  The  fir^t  rifle  they  garc  me  played  the  same  trick,  and 
yet  I  lived  thriuiijh  it,  though  not  as  onbarmless  as  Tve  got  oiil 
of  this  affair,     Thomas  Hotter  is  master  of  one  pistol  less  than 
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Ilutter  1ms  journeyed  into  the  wilderness  with  np  fair  intentiom 
towards  its  liappiiu.'.ss.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  cravings  of 
a  surveyor  about  your  father,  gal  ?" 

"  He  Is  no  surveyor,  De(*rslay<T,  nor  do<«  he  know  the  u«o  of 
that  instrument^  though  he  seems  to  own  it.  Do  you  suppoee 
Uiat  Thomas  Hutter  ever  wore  that  coat  ?  It  is  as  much  too 
hirge  for  him  as  this  instrument  is  beyond  his  learning." 

**  That's  it — that  must  be  it,  Sarpent ;  and  the  old  fellow,  by 
some  onknown  means,  has  fallen  heir  to  another  man's  goods  ! 
They  say  he  has  l)een  a  mariner,  and  no  doubt  this  chist  and 
all  it  holds — Ha !  what  have  we  hero  ?  This  far  outdoes  the 
brass  and  black  wood  of  the  tool  I" 

Deerslayer  had  o]x*ncd  a  small  bag,  from  which  he  was  tiking, 
one  by  onfj,  the  i)ieces  of  a  sot  of  chessmen.  They  were  of 
ivory,  much  larger  than  common,  and  exquisitely  wrought. 
Eiich  piece  represented  the  character  or  thing  after  which  it  is 
named;  the  knights  bfMiig  mounted,  the  ca**tles  stood  on  ele- 
phants, and  even  the  pawns  {)osses.sed  tho  heads  and  busts  of 
men.  The  set  was  not  complete,  and  a  few  fractures  betrayed 
bad  asage  ;  but  all  that  was  left  had  l>een  carefully  put  away 
and  j)reserved.  Even  Judith  expressed  wonder  as  tlu»se  novel 
objects  were  placed  Ix-fore  her  eyes,  and  Chiiigachg<x)k  fairly 
forgot  his  Indian  dignity  in  admiration  and  delight.  The  latter 
took  up  each  piece  and  examined  it  with  never-tiring  satisfaction, 
pointing  out  to  the  girl  the  more  ingenious  and  striking  jwrtions 
of  the  workmanship.  But  the  elephants  gave  him  tho  greatest 
pleasure.  The  "Hughs"  that  he  uttered  as  he  passed  his 
fingers  over  th<.»ir  trunks  and  ears  and  tails  were  very  distinct ; 
nor  did  he  fail  to  note  the  pawns,  which  were  armed  as  archers. 
Tliis  exhibition  la^^ted  several  minutes,  during  whicli  time  Judith 
f.nd  the  Indian  had  all  the  rapture  to  themselves.  Deerslayer 
sat  silent,  thoughtful,  and  even  gloomy,  though  his  eyes  followed 
each  movement  of  the  two  principal  actors,  noting  every  new 
jKHJuharity  about  the  pieces  as  they  were  held  up  to  view.  Not 
an  exclamation  of  plea»<ure  nor  a  word  of  condemnation  passed 
his  li|)8.     At  length  his  companions  oUksrvcd  hLs  silcnc«;,  and 
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tliyn,  for  tlio  first  time  wiiic-e  tlio  c]i(v«iiicn  liud  been  discovered, 
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"  Judirti,"  lie  asked  enmestly,  but 
amoaiitRd  nlniost  to  teiidiTneas  of  man 
evt-r  talk  to  you  of  reliffion  T 

Tlifl  girl  ojlored,  and  tbe  flashes  of  ct 
her  beiiulifid  tomitemmci!  ivcre  like  the  WMyward  tintu  of  a.  Jfe»- 
I'ulitaii  Kky  in  November.  Deerslnyer  had  given  her  so  Btroog 
a  taste  for  troth,  however,  that  she  did  not  waver  in  her  amwer, 
reiilyiiig  simply  a>id  with  sincerity : 

"My  mother  did,  often,"  she  said;  "my  father  ntoer.  I 
thought  it  made  my  mother  sorrowful  to  speak  of  our  prayeis 
and  duties,  but  my  father  has  never  opened  his  mouth  on  such 
mjittera  before  or  since  her  death." 

"Tlifkt  I  can  believe — that  1  can  believe.  He  has  no  God — 
no  such  Ooil  as  it  becomes  a  man  of  white  Bkin  to  worship,  « 
evi.'n  a  red-skin.     Them  things  are  idols  !" 

Judith  starlt'd,  and  for  a  moment  she  Bcemi'd  seriously  hurt 
Tljon  she  n*rl,.,1.  wA  in  lliu  end  she  laui;h.-d. 
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hard  to  do  so.  That  animal  seems  to  give  you  great  satisfaction, 
Sarpent,  though  it's  an  idolatrous  head,  at  the  beet." 

"  It  is  an  elephant,"  interrupte<l  Judith,  "  IVe  often  seen  pic- 
tures of  such  animals  at  the  garrisons ;  and  mother  had  a  book 
in  which  there  was  a  ])rinted  account  of  the  creature.  Father 
burnt  that,  with  all  the  other  books,  for  he  said  mother  loved 
reading  too  well.  This  was  not  long  before  mother  died,  and 
Fve  sometimes  thought  that  the  loss  hastened  her  end." 

This  was  said  equally  without  levity  and  without  any  deep 
feeling.  It  was  said  without  levity,  for  Judith  was  saddened 
by  her  recollections,  and  yet  she  had  been  too  much  ficcustomed 
to  Hve  for  self,  and  for  the  indulgence  of  her  own  vanities,  to 
feel  her  mother's  wrongs  very  heavily.  It  required  extniordi- 
nary  circumstances  to  awaken  a  projKjr  sense  of  her  situation, 
and  to  stimulate  the  better  feelings  of  this  beautiful,  but  mis- 
guided girl ;  and  these  circumstances  had  not  yet  occurred  in 
her  brief  existence. 

"  Elephant,  or  no  elephant,  'tis  an  idol,"  returned  the  hunter, 
"  and  not  fit  to  remain  in  Christian  keeping." 

"  Good  for  Iroquois !"  said  Chingjichgook,  parting  with  one 
of  the  castles  with  reluctance,  as  his  friend  took  it  from  him  to 
replace  it  in  the  bag.  "  Elephon  buy  whole  tribe — buy  Dela- 
ware, almost !" 

"  Ay,  that  it  would,  as  any  one  who  comprehends  red-skin 
natur'  must  know,"  answered  Deerslayer ;  "  but  the  man  that 
passes  false  money,  Sarpent,  is  as  bad  as  he  who  makes  it.  Did 
you  ever  know  a  jast  Injin  that  wouldn't  scorn  to  sell  a  coon- 
skin  for  the  true  marten,  or  to  pass  off  a  mink  for  a  beaver.  I 
know  that  a  few  of  these  idols,  perhaps  one  of  them  elephants, 
would  go  far  towards  buying  Thomas  flutter's  hberty,  but  it 
goes  ag'in  conscience  to  pjiss  such  counterfeit  money.  Perha|)8 
no  Tnjin  tribe,  hereaway,  is  downright  idolaters,  but  there's  some 
that  come  so  near  it,  that  white  gifts  ought  to  be  particular 
about  encouraging  them  in  their  misUike." 

'*K  idolatry  is  a  gift^  Deerslayer,  and  gifts  are  what  you 


you  be,  than  if  joii  liiiO  u  crowii  on  yonr  bead,  and  jewels 
dangliti<,'  fr..ni  voiir  liuir.  Tlur  >iu''!'ii<>n  now  is,  «]ietlier  to  lift 
this  ixjvtring,  U)  K.-1:  viliat  will  be  m'ally  the  l>i«t  bargiiin  wi? 
can  tnnke  fur  Master  Hutt^r ;  kr  tre  must  do  an  ve  think  ke 
would  be  wiUin^  to  dt>,  diil  he  »liiud  here  in  our  jilaces." 

Judith  [uukiHl  ver)-  hH[>py.  Accustomed  as  she  was  to  adula- 
tion, the  humble  homage  of  DeersUyer  had  given  her  mora 
true  satisfaction  thfln  she  had  ever  yet  received  from  the  ton^e 
of  man.  It  w.n  nut  ihe  terms  in  whicli  this  admiration  bad 
hecn  expres!<ed.  tor  thify  were  simple  euoui;h,  that  prudnccd  i>o 
strong  an  im{in.-3KiuD  ;  nor  yet  their  ncn'elty,  or  tlieir  wxrmtii 
of  manner,  nor  any  of  thoie  peculiwitiea  that  osuiilly  give  tkIim 
to  jiniise ;  liul  tlie  iinilitidiint;  tnith  of  the  ept^ker,  that  car* 
ricd  his  words  so  directly  to  tlie  heart  of  tlie  listener.  This  is 
one  of  the  great  ndvnnU^;es  of  plnin  dealing  and  frankneiB. 
The  bsbitnal  and  wily  flmterer  may  suoceed  until  his  pracdcM 
recoil  on  himself  and  like  other  sweeta.  hi»  aliment  cloys  by 
its  excess  ;  but  he  who  <l*«la  honestly,  thouLih   ho  often   nece«- 
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she  afflicted  to  be.  She  remembered  thai  the  curioaitv  of  Hettj 
had  bccD  indulged,  in  coonexioD  with  tliia  chest,  wliilc  her  own 
haii  been  disregarded ;  and  she  was  not  Konr  to  jKisseas  an 
op]KirtunJty  of  being  ])laced  on  a  level  with  her  Ins  gifted  si«- 
t^r,  in  tliis  one  particular.  It  appearing  to  be  ndmitted  all 
round  that  the  inquirj'  into  the  contents  of  the  chest  out^ht  to 
be  renewed,  Deerslayer  proceeded  to  remove  the  second  cover- 
bg  of  canvas. 

The  articles  that  lay  uppermost,  when  the  curtain  was  ag^a 
raised  on  the  secrets  of  the  chest,  were  a  pair  of  pistols, 
curiously  inlaid  with  silver.  Their  value  would  have  been  con- 
xiderable  in  one  of  the  towns,  though  as  wea]ions,  in  the  woods, 
they  were  a  species  of  arms  seldom  employed :  never,  indeed, 
unless  it  might  be  by  some  officer  from  Europe,  who  visited  the 
colonies,  as  many  were  then  wont  to  do,  so  much  impressed 
with  the  superiority  of  the  usages  of  London,  s.s  to  fancy  they 
were  not  to  be  Ifud  aside  on  the  frontiers  of  Anierica.  What 
occurred  on  the  diwovery  of  these  weapons,  will  apjiear  in  the 


THE      DKBK8LAYER.  23d 


CHAPTER  Xm. 

*'  An  oaken,  brnkon,  elbow  chair ; 
A  caadlc-ciip  without  an  ear ; 
A  battered,  shattered.  a!«h  bedstead  ; 
A  box  of  deal  without  a  lid; 
A  pair  of  tongs,  but  out  of  joint ; 
A  b.ick-sword  poker,  without  point: 
A  di»h  which  might  good  meat  afford  once ; 
An  Ovid,  and  an  old  Concordance." 

Dban  Swirr'a  /nventorf. 

No  Boonci  did  Deerslayer  raise  the  pistols,  than  he  turned  to 
the  Pelaware,  and  held  them  up  for  his  admiration. 

"  Child  gun,"  said  the  Serpent,  smiling,  while  he  handled  one 
of  the  instruments  as  if  it  had  been  a  tov. 

"  Not  it,  SarjMjnt ;  not  it.  Tis  made  for  a  man,  and  would 
satisfy  a  giant  if  rightly  used.  But  stop ;  white  men  are  remark- 
able for  their  carelessness  in  putting  away  fire-arms  in  chists  and 
comers.     Let  me  look  if  care  has  been  given  to  these." 

As  Deerslayer  sjx)ke,  he  took  the  weapon  from  tlie  hand  of 
his  friend  and  o[)ened  the  pan.  The  hist  was  filled  with  prim- 
ing, caked  like  a  bit  of  cinder,  by  time,  moisture,  and  compres- 
sion. An  application  of  the  ramrod  showed  that  both  the  pistols 
were  charged,  although  Judith  could  testify  that  they  had 
prol)ably  lain  for  years  in  the  chest.  It  is  not  easy  to  portray 
the  surprise  of  the  Indian  at  this  discovery,  for  ho  was  in  the 
practice  of  renewing  his  priming  daily,  and  of  looking  to  the 
contents  of  his  piece  at  other  short  intervals. 

"  This  is  white  neglect,"  said  Deerslayer,  shaking  his  head, 
"  and  scarce  a  season  goes  by  that  some  one  in  the  settlements 
doesn't  suffer  from  it.  It's  extr'ornary  too,  Judith — yes,  it's 
downright  extr'omary  that  the  owner  shall  fire  liis  piece  at  a 
deer,  or  some  othergame,  or  perhaps  at  an  inimy,  and  twice  out 
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of  three  times  hi-'ll  miss  ;  but  let  him  catch  an  aocident  willi  one 
of  tbt.«c  furgott'tn  cliikrges,  anil  he  m&ket  it  sartain  denth  to  a 
child,  or  a  briiUier,  or  n  fri'nd  !  Well,  we  shall  da  a  good  turn 
to  tlie  owiiiT  if  no  tire  tli<so  pistols  for  him ;  and  ai  they're 
novelties  to  you  and  me,  Sarpent,  we'll  try  our  hands  at  a  mark. 
Freshen  thiit  iiriming.  mid  1*11  do  the  same  with  this,  and  then 
we'll  see  who  Ls  the  best  muu  tvith  a  pistol ;  na  Kir  the  rifle,  that'a 
long  been  settU-d  jitween  us." 

I.>(VTsl]tyer  iHugbed  heartily  at  his  own  conceit,  and,  in  s 
minute  or  two,  tlicy  were  both  standing  on  the  platform,  select- 
ing H<mK-  object  in  the  ark  for  their  target  Judith  was  led  by 
citiriosity  to  their  side. 

"  Rtand  bnck,  gal,  stand  a  little  back ;  theee  we'potu  hare 
been  long  Kinded,"  »ud  Deerslaycr,  "and  some  acddent  may 
Ua|i|H^n  in  tlie  diselian^." 

"  Then  you  shall  not  fire  them !  Give  them  both  to  t^e 
Delaware  ;  or  it  would  be  bettt?r  to  unlond  them  without  firing." 

"  Tliat's  ag'iii  usage — and  Rome  |>eoplo  say  ag'in  manhood ; 
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**  Well  done,  Sarpcnt — well  done,"  cried  Deerslayer,  laugh- 
ing with  his  noiseless  glets  ^ youSe  hit  the  lake,  and  that's  an 
ezprite,  for  some  men  I  I  knowM  it,  and  as  much  as  said  it, 
here,  to  Judith ;  for  your  short  we'j)on8  don't  belong  to  red- 
skin gifts.  You've  hit  the  lake,  and  that's  better  than  only 
hitting  the  air  !  Now,  stand  back,  and  let  us  see  what  white 
gifts  can  do  with  a  white  we'pon.  A  pistol  isn't  a  trifle ;  but 
color  is  color." 

The  aim  of  Deerslayer  was  both  quick  and  steady,  and  the 
re])ort  followed  almost  as  soon  as  the  weapon  rose.  Still  the 
pistol  hung  fire,  as  it  is  teriiie<l,  and  fragments  of  it  flew  in  a 
dozen  directions,  some  falling  on  the  roof  of  the  castle,  others 
in  the  ark,  and  one  in  the  water.  Judith  screamed,  and  when 
the  two  men  turned  anxioiusly  towards  the  girl,  she  was  as  pale 
as  death,  trembling  in  every  limb. 

"She's  w^ounded — yes,  the  poor  gaPs  wounded,  Sarpent? 
though  one  couldn't  foresee  it,  standing  where  she  did.  We'll 
lead  her  into  a  seat,  and  we  must  do  the  best  for  her  that  our 
knowledge  and  skill  can  afford/' 

Judith  allowed  herself  to  be  supported  to  a  seat,  swallowed  a 
mouthful  of  the  water  that  the  Delaware  offered  to  her  in  a 
gourd,  and,  after  a  violent  fit  of  trembling,  that  seemed  ready 
to  shake  her  fine  frame  to  dissolution,  she  burst  into  tears. 

**  The  pain  must  be  borne,  poor  Judith — yes,  it  must  be 
borne,"  said  Deerslayer,  soothingly;  "though  I  am  ftir  from 
wishing  you  not  to  weep ;  for  weej)ing  often  lightens  galish 
(eelin's.  Where  can  she  be  hurt,  Sarj)ent?  I  see  no  signs  of 
blood,  nor  any  rent  of  skin  or  gannents." 

"I  am  uninjured,  Deerslayer,"  stammered  the  girl  tlirough 
her  tears.  "  It's  fright — nothing  more,  I  do  assure  you ;  and, 
God  be  praised  !  no  one,  I  find,  has  been  harmed  by  the  acci- 
dent" 

"  This  is  extr'omary  !"  exclaimed  the  unsuspecting  and  sim- 
ple-minded hunter.  "I  thought,  Judith,  you'd  been  above 
settlement  weaknesses,  and  that  you  was  a  gal  not  to  be  fright- 
ened by  the  sound  of  a  bursting  we'pon.     No — I  didn't  think 


you  BO  skeBrj'  1  Iletly  might  well  liave  been  startled  ;  but 
you'*e  loo  mucli  judgment  nnd  reason  to  be  frightened  when 
Uie  dnngiT's  all  over.  They're  pleasiint  to  the  eye,  chkf^  aad 
changeful,  but  very  un»arIjiiD  in  their  feelio'H !" 

Shiime  krjit  Judith  silent.  There  had  been  no  acting  in  her 
agitation,  but  all  had  fairly  proceeded  from  sudden  and  uncou- 
troll.iblc  nlarm — .in  alarm  that  she  found  almost  as  ine.tphcabla 
to  herself,  as  it  proved  to  be  to  her  companions.  Wiping  awAj 
the  tr&ees  of  tears,  however,  she  smiled  agatn,  and  was  soon 
Able  to  join  in  the  Inugli  at  her  own  folly. 

"And  you,  DeersUyer,"  she  at  length  succeeded  in  saying 
"  are  you,  indeed,  altogether  unhurt !  It  seems  almost  mimcu- 
lous  that  a  jiistnl  should  have  burst  in  your  hand,  and  yon 
escape  without  the  loss  of  a  limb,  if  not  of  life  1" 

"  Such  wonders  ar'n't  oucommon,  at  all,  among  worn-out 
iirma,  Thp  first  rifle  tliey  ga.v6  me  played  the  Bantp  trick,  and 
yet  I  liied  tiirough  it,  though  not  as  onharmleas  as  Fve  got  out 
of  this  affair.     Thomas  Ilutter  is  master  of  one  pistol  lees  than 
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Uutter  luis  journeyed  into  the  wilderness  with  no  fair  intentioDA 
towards  its  happiness.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  cravings  of 
a  surveyor  about  your  fatlier,  gal .-" 

"  He  is  no  surveyor,  Dtu»rslayer,  nor  does  he  know  the  uso  of 
(hat  instrument,  though  he  seems  to  own  it.  Do  you  suj)poee 
that  Thomas  Hutter  ever  won»  that  coat  ?  It  is  as  much  too 
large  for  liim  as  this  instrument  is  beyond  liis  learning." 

"That's  it — that  must  be  it,  Sarpent ;  and  the  old  fellow,  by 
some  onknown  means,  has  fallen  heir  to  another  man's  go<:>Js ! 
Thcv  sav  he  has  l)een  a  mariner,  and  no  doubt  this  chist  and 
all  it  holds — lla !  what  have  we  liere  ?  This  far  outdoes  the 
brass  and  black  wood  of  the  tool  I" 

Deerslayer  had  ojx'ued  a  small  bag,  from  which  he  was  taking, 
one  by  one,  the  pieces  of  a  set  of  chessmen.  They  were  of 
ivory,  much  larger  than  common,  and  exquisitely  wrought. 
Rich  piece  represi-nted  the  character  or  thing  after  which  it  is 
named ;  the  knights  bi:*ing  mounted,  the  canities  stoiKl  on  ele- 
phants, and  even  the  pawns  |)OssLSsed  th<>  heads  and  busts  of 
men.  The  set  wius  not  complete,  and  a  few  fractures  betrayed 
bad  usage ;  but  all  that  was  left  had  lK3en  can'fully  put  away 
and  preserved.  Ev«mi  Juditli  expressed  wonder  as  thes<?.  novel 
objects  were  placed  lx*fore  her  eyes,  and  Cliingachg<K)k  fairly 
forgot  his  Indian  dignity  in  admiration  and  delight.  The  latter 
took  up  each  jnece  and  examined  it  with  never-tiring  satisfaction, 
pointing  out  to  the  girl  the  more  ingenious  and  striking  j)ortion8 
of  the  workmanship.  But  the  elephants  gave  him  the  greatest 
pleasure.  The  "Hughs"  that  he  uttered  as  he  passed  his 
6ngers  over  their  trunks  and  ears  and  t'lils  were  very  distinct ; 
nor  did  he  fail  to  note  the  pawns,  which  were  armed  as  archers. 
Tliis  exhibition  hisU'd  several  minutes,  during  whicli  time  Judith 
rnd  the  Indian  had  all  the  rapture  to  themselves.  Deerslayer 
sat  silent,  thoughtful,  and  even  gloomy,  though  his  eyes  followed 
each  movement  of  the  two  principal  actors,  noting  every  new 
jK^culiarity  alx)ut  the  piece's  as  they  wen>  held  up  to  view.  Not 
an  exclamation  of  pleasure  nor  a  word  of  condenmation  passed 
his  hps.     At  length  his  companions  observed  his  ssikiice,  and 

n 


K    k^.f  I   t  m  til* 


.i.iiiii'i.-    in 'iiia_:<*   til    1 '«M'rsia\«.'r  iim«i   ijfi 
triif  -ri!i-i"a<ti"ii  tliaii  >\\'-  iia<l  •■n.t  v.-t  nH'.'ivc.j  iV^ 
ot"  mail.      It  w.i-  ii'M  ill"    [■•rii)<    in    wliirli    tlii>    a- 
Im'cii  exprost'd.  toi'  thrt/  w.  ic  siiiipl^^  i'iiuu;j;h,   lliai 
strong  an  imj»rcssion  ;  nor  yet  their  novelty,  or 
of  manner,  nor  any  of  those  |)eculiaritie8  that  usu? 
to  praise ;  but  the  unflinching  truth  of  the  spea 
ried  his  words  so  directly  to  the  heart  of  the  listt 
one  of  the  great  advantages  of  plain  dealing  a 
The  habitual  and  wily  flatterer  may  succeed  until 
recoil  on  himself  and  like  other  sweets,  his  alii 
its  excess  ;  but  he  who  deals  honestly,  though  he 
sarily  oflend,  possesses  a  power  of  praising  that  n 
sincerity  can  bestow  ;  since  his  words  go  directly 
finding  their  support  in  the  understanding.     Thus 
Deerslayer  and  Judith  ;  so  soon  and  so  deeply  die 
hunter  impress  those  who  knew  him  with  a  con 
unbending  honesty,  that  all  he  uttered  in  oommen* 
certain  to  please,  as  all  he  uttered  in  the  way  of  r< 
certain  to  rankle  and  excite  enmity  where  his  c 
not  awakened  a  respect  and  affection,  that  in  anotl 
dered  it  painful.     In  after  life,  when  the  career  of  t 
being  brought  him  in  contact  with  oflicers  of  rank 
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and  she  had  now  received  it ;  and  that  in  tlie  form  which  was 
most  agreeable  to  her  weaknesses  and  habits  of  thought.  TUa 
result  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  narrative. 

"  If  we  knew  all  that  chest  holds,  Deerslayer,"  returned  the 
girl,  when  she  had  a  little  recovered  from  the  immediate  effect 
produced  by  his  commendations  of  her  personal  appearance, 
**  we  could  better  determine  on  the  course  we  ought  to  take." 

"  That's  not  onrcasonable,  gal,  though  it's  more  a  pale-face 
than  a  red-skin  gift,  to  be  prying  into  other  people's  secrets." 

*'^  Curiosity  is  natural,  and  it  is  exix^cted  that  all  human 
beings  should  have  human  failings.  Whenever  I've  been  at  the 
garrisons,  I've  found  that  most,  in  and  about  them,  had  a  long- 
ing to  learn  their  neighbor's  secrets." 

"  Yes,  and  sometimes  to  fancy  them,  when  they  couldn't  find 
'em  out !  That's  the  difference  atween  an  Indian  gentleman 
and  a  white  gentleman.  The  Sarpent,  here,  would  turn  his 
bead  aside,  it*  he  found  himself  onknowingly  lookin'  into  another 
chiefs  wigwam ;  whereas,  in  the  settlements,  while  all  pretend 
to  be  great  people,  most  prove  they've  got  betters,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  talk  of  their  consarns.  I'll  be  bound,  Judith, 
you  wouldn't  get  the  SarjKjnt,  there,  to  confess  there  was 
another  in  the  tribe  so  much  greater  than  himself,  as  to  become 
the  subject  of  his  idees,  and  to  empl'y  his  tongue  in  conversa- 
tions about  his  movements,  and  ways,  and  food,  and  all  the  other 
little  matters  that  occupy  a  man  when  he's  not  empl'y'd  in  his 
greater  duties.  He  who  does  this,  is  but  little  better  than  a 
blackguard  in  the  grain,  and  them  that  encourages  him  is  pretty 
much  of  the  sami^  kidney,  let  them  wear  coats  as  fine  as  they 
may,  or  of  what  dye  they  please." 

"  But  this  is  not  another  man's  wigwam ;  it  belongs  to  my 
father ;  these  are  his  things,  and  they  are  wanted  in  his 
8er\'ice." 

"That's  true,  gal,  that's  true ;  and  it  carries  weight  with  it. 
Well,  when  all  is  Ix^fore  us,  we  may,  indeed,  best  judge  which 
to  offer  for  the  ransom,  and  which  to  withhold." 

Judith  was  not  altogeUier  as  disinterested  in  het  {^\v^^  ^ 


e  affecl^d  to  bp.  She  remembered  that  the  curio«ty  of  Hetty 
Kj  be«n  indulgi^d,  in  conn(?>;ioii  with  tliis  chest,  wljilc  her  uwn 
Kd  bo<.'n  diarpgnrded ;  and  »he  wns  not  sorry  to  [MttseBS  an 
Bportunity  of  being  jilaced  on  a  level  with  her  ]es9  gifted  sis- 
tliis  one  particular.  It  appearing  to  be  admitted  nil 
itid  thnt  the  inquiry  into  the  contents  of  the  chest  ought  to 
■wed,  Deerelaycr  prot'eeded  to  remove  tlie  second  cover- 
;  of  panias. 

The  nrticlcs  that  lay  uppermost,  when  the  curtain  was  again 
1  on  the  secrets  of  the  chest,  were  a  pair  of  |>isloU, 
U3ly  inlaid  with  Bilver,  Their  I'alue  would  have  be«n  con- 
[erable  in  one  of  the  towns,  though  as  weapons,  in  the  woods, 
re  a  species  of  arms  seldom  employed ;  never,  indeed, 
;  might  be  by  some  officer  from  Enrope,  who  visited  the 
Blonies,  as  many  were  tlien  wont  to  do,  so  ranch  impressed 
|tli  the  su[>eriority  of  the  usages  of  London,  as  to  &nc)'  they 
vjI  lo  be  laid  aside  on  t!ie  frontiers  of  America.  What 
Icurred  on  ihe  discovery  of  these  weapons,  will  apjiear  in  tJie 
Icceediiii;  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

*'  An  oaken,  broken,  elbow  chair ; 
A  candle-cup  without  an  ear ; 
A  battered,  sh'ittered.  n'^h  bedstead  ; 
A  box  of  deal  without  a  lid ; 
A  p-.iir  of  tongs,  but  out  of  joint; 
A  b.ick-sword  poker,  without  point: 
A  di.th  which  might  good  meat  afford  once ; 
An  Ovid,  and  an  old  Concordance." 

Dban  Swift's  /nventorf. 

No  sooner  did  Deerslayer  raise  the  pistols,  than  he  turned  to 
the  Pelaware,  and  held  them  up  for  liis  admiration. 

"  Child  gun/'  said  the  Serpent,  smiling,  while  he  handled  one 
of  the  instruments  as  if  it  had  been  a  toy. 

"  Not  it,  Sar[)cnt ;  not  it.  Tis  mjide  for  a  man,  and  would 
satisfy  a  giant  if  rightly  used.  But  stop ;  white  men  are  remark- 
able for  their  carelessness  in  putting  away  fire-arms  in  chists  and 
comers.     I^ot  me  look  if  care  has  Ixien  given  to  these." 

As  Deerslayer  spoke,  he  took  the  weapon  from  the  hand  of 
his  friend  and  o|H»ned  the  pan.  The  last  was  filled  with  prim- 
ing, caked  like  a  bit  of  cind(rr,  by  time,  moisture,  and  compres- 
sion. An  application  of  the  ramrod  showed  that  both  the  pistols 
were  charged,  although  Judith  could  testify  that  they  had 
probably  lain  for  years  in  the  chest.  It  is  not  easy  to  portray 
the  sur[)rise  of  the  Indian  at  this  discovery,  for  ho  was  in  the 
practice  of  renewing  his  priming  daily,  and  of  looking  to  the 
contents  of  his  piece  at  other  short  intervals. 

"  This  is  white  neglect,"  said  Deerslayer,  shaking  his  head, 
^  and  scarce  a  season  goes  by  that  some  one  in  the  settlements 
doesn't  suffer  from  it.  It's  extr'ornary  too,  Judith — ^yes,  it's 
downright  extr'ornar}'  that  the  owner  shall  fire  his  piece  at  a 
deer,  or  some  other  game,  or  perhaps  at  an  inimy,  and  twice  out 


o(  three  times  Iil-'II  miss  ;  but  let  him  catch  nn  tuvident  with  one 
of  these  forgotti'n  charTjes,  Htid  he  makes  it  sartain  death  to  > 
child,  or  n  brother,  or  a  fri'nd  !  Well,  we  sliuU  du  a  good  turn 
to  tlie  owner  if  we  tire  these  pistols  for  him  ;  and  as  they're 
novelties  to  you  and  nie,  Sarpent,  we'll  try  ourhandsat  n  aiark. 
Freshen  tlint  priming,  and  I'll  do  the  same  with  this,  and  then 
we'll  see  who  is  the  best  man  with  s  pistol ;  lu  for  the  riile,  thiU'a 
long  been  aettk-d  ativeeu  us" 

I)'-ersliiyer  lauglied  heartily  at  hw  own  conceit,  and,  in  » 
ininule  or  two,  they  wore  both  standing  on  the  platform,  select- 
ing some  object  in  the  uk  for  their  targeL  Judith  was  led  hf 
uurtosity  tu  their  side. 

"  Stand  back,  gnl,  stand  a  little  back ;  these  ne'pons  have 
l)een  long  loaded,"  siud  Deeralaycr,  "and  some  acudent  may 
haji[>en  in  the  diseliaroie." 

"  Then  you  shall  not  fire  them !  Give  them  both  to_  the 
Delaware  ;  or  it  would  be  bettor  to  unload  them  without  firing." 

'■  Thai's  ati'in  usage — and  some  |>eople  say  aff'in  manhood ; 
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**  Well  done,  Sarpent — well  done,"  cried  Deerslayer,  laugh- 
ing with  his  noiseless  glee,  ^  you\'e  hit  the  lake,  and  that's  an 
expPite,  for  some  men  !  I  know\l  it,  and  as  much  as  said  it, 
here,  to  Judith ;  for  your  short  we'pons  don't  belong  to  red- 
skin gifts.  You've  hit  the  lake,  and  that's  better  than  only 
hitting  the  air !  Now,  stand  back,  and  let  us  see  what  white 
gifts  can  do  with  a  white  we'pon.  A  pistol  isn't  a  trifle ;  but 
color  is  color." 

The  aim  of  Deerslayer  was  both  quick  and  steady,  and  the 
report  followed  almost  as  soon  as  the  weapon  rose.  Still  the 
pistol  hung  fire,  as  it  is  termed,  and  fragments  of  it  flew  in  a 
dozen  directions,  some  falling  on  the  roof  of  the  castle,  others 
in  the  ark,  and  one  in  the  water.  Judith  screamed,  and  when 
the  two  men  turned  anxiously  towards  the  girl,  she  was  as  pale 
as  death,  trembling  in  every  limb. 

"She's  wounded — ^yes,  the  poor  gal's  wounded,  Sarpent, 
though  one  couldn't  foresee  it,  standing  where  she  did.  We'll 
lead  her  into  n  seat,  and  we  must  do  the  best  for  her  that  our 
knowK^lge  and  skill  can  afford." 

Judith  allowed  herself  to  be  supported  to  a  seat,  swallowed  a 
mouthful  of  the  water  that  the  Delaware  oflered  to  her  in  a 
gourd,  and,  after  a  violent  fit  of  trembling,  that  seemed  ready 
to  shake  her  fine  frame  to  dissolution,  she  burst  into  tears. 

"  The  pain  must  be  borne,  poor  Judith — yes,  it  must  be 
borne,"  said  Deerslayer,  soothingly;  "though  I  am  &r  fipom 
wishing  you  not  to  weep ;  for  weeping  oft»n  lightens  galish 
(eelin's.  Where  can  she  be  hurt,  Sarpent?  I  see  no  signs  of 
blood,  nor  any  rent  of  skin  or  garments." 

"I  am  uninjured,  Deer!*layer,"  stammered  the  girl  tlirough 
her  tears.  "  It's  fright — nothing  more,  I  do  assure  you ;  and, 
God  be  praised  !  no  one,  I  find,  has  been  harmed  by  the  acci- 
dent" 

"  Th»  is  <'xtr'omary  !"  exclaimed  the  unsuspecting  and  sim- 
ple-minded hunter.  "I  thought,  Judith,  you'd  been  abo\'e 
settlement  weaknesses,  and  that  you  was  a  gal  not  to  be  fright- 
ened by  the  soirod  of  a  bunting  we'pon.    No — ^I  6adTk\ 


you  so  skeary  I  Hetty  might  well  have  been  startled ;  but 
you've  too  much  judgment  and  n.-aaon  to  be  frightened  when 
th«  danger's  all  oser.  Thc-v're  plensant  lo  the  eye,  chiet  iwd 
chsiigoful,  hill  vLTv  uiisartjiin  in  their  feelin's  !" 

Shimie  ki-]it  Judith  Mlent.  There  hiid  been  no  acting  in  her 
agitation,  hut  all  luu)  fairly  proceeded  from  sudden  and  uncon- 
trollable alarm — an  alanu  that  she  found  almost  as  inexphcabla 
to  hcreelf.  as  it  proved  to  be  to  her  companions.  Wiping  awaj 
the  traces  of  tears,  however,  she  amiliMl  again,  and  was  soon 
able  to  join  in  the  laugh  at  her  own  folly. 

"And  j-ou,  Deerslrtyer,"  she  at  length  succeeded  in  saying, 
"  are  you,  indeed,  iiltogetlier  unhurt  ?  It  seems  almost  miracu- 
lous that  a  jiislol  should  ha^■e  burst  in  your  band,  and  yoa 
escape  without  tiic  loss  of  a  limb,  if  not  of  life  1" 

"Such  wundi'ts  ar'n't  oncomraon,  at  all,  among  worn-out 
jirras.  Tlie  firvt  rifle  they  gave  me  piaved  the  same  trick,  and 
yet  I  iised  thruugh  it,  though  not  as  onliannless  as  Tve  got  out 
of  this  afEiir,     Tbomaa  Hutler  is  mivster  of  one  pistol  lest  than 
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Huttcr  luis  journeyed  into  the  wildernass  with  uq  fair  intentions 
towards  its  liappinoss.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  cravings  of 
a  surveyor  about  your  father,  gal  ?" 

"  He  is  no  surveyor,  Deershiyer,  nor  does  lie  know  the  use  of 
that  instrument,  though  he  seems  to  own  it.  Do  you  suj)pose 
that  Thomas  Ilutter  ever  wore  that  coat  ?  It  is  as  much  too 
large  for  him  as  this  instrument  is  beyond  his  learning." 

**  That's  it — that  must  be  it,  Sarpent ;  and  the  old  fellow,  by 
some  onknown  means,  has  fallen  heir  to  another  man's  goods ! 
They  say  he  has  l)een  a  mariner,  and  no  doubt  this  chist  and 
all  it  holds — Ha !  what  have  we  here  ?  This  far  outdoes  the 
brass  and  black  wood  of  the  tool !" 

Deerslayer  had  opened  a  small  bag,  from  which  he  was  taking, 
one  by  one,  the  j)ieces  of  a  set  of  chessmen.  They  were  of 
ivory,  much  larger  than  common,  and  exquisitely  wrought. 
Each  piece  represented  the  character  or  thing  after  which  it  is 
named ;  the  knights  being  mounted,  the  castles  stood  on  ele- 
phants, and  even  the  pawns  |)ossessed  the  heads  and  busts  of 
men.  The  set  was  not  complete?,  and  a  fi.*w  fractures  betrayed 
bad  usage  ;  but  all  that  was  left  had  been  carefully  put  away 
and  preserved.  Even  Judith  expressed  wonder  as  th<*se  novel 
objects  were  placed  K'fore  her  eyes,  and  Chingachgix^k  fliirly 
forgot  his  Indian  dignity  in  admiration  and  delight.  The  latter 
took  up  each  piece  and  examined  it  with  never-tiring  satisfaction, 
pointing  out  to  the  girl  the  more  ingenious  and  striking  |x>rtion8 
of  the  workmanship.  But  the  elephants  gave  him  the  greatest 
pleasure.  The  "Hughs"  that  he  uttered  as  he  passed  his 
6ngers  over  their  trunks  and  eai-s  and  tiils  were  very  distinct ; 
nor  did  he  fail  to  note  the  pawns,  which  were  armed  as  archers. 
Tliis  exhibition  lasted  several  minutes,  during  which  time  Judith 
rnd  the  Indian  had  all  the  rapture  to  themselves.  Deerslayer 
sat  silent,  thoughtful,  and  even  gloomy,  though  his  eyes  followed 
each  movement  of  the  two  ]>riiicipal  actors,  noting  every  new 
j>eculiarity  alxnit  the  pieces  as  they  were  held  u]>  to  view.  Not 
an  exclamation  of  plejisure  nor  a  Avord  of  condemnation  passed 
hk»  li^)s.     At  length  his  companions  observed  his  silence^  aud 

li 


n  had  been  discorered, 
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tiii'n,  for  (he  liret  tini«  since  Uie  e\ui^ 
did  ho  si^nk. 

"Judith,"  lie  asked  earnestly,  but  with  n  poncern  tliat 
amounted  ahnifst  to  tenderness  of  mantier,  "did  your  parents 
ever  talk  to  you  of  reliffion  f 

The  girl  colored,  and  the  flashes  of  crimson  that  passed  ov«r 
her  bt'auiifnl  counteiiiinct:  were  like  the  wayward  tints  of  a  Nea- 
poliUin  sky  in  November.  Deersiayer  hud  given  her  so  strong 
B  taste  for  truth,  however,  tliiit  she  did  not  vnvvr  in  her  answer, 
rpii|viiii_'  ^iinplv  and  with  sineetity  : 

-  ^^       ■'/;((■  did,  often,"  she  said;   "my  &ther  nrtrer,     I 
■  •■li'h:  Miy  mother  sorrowful  to  speak  of  our  jirayera 
I'll  ''.■■:•'.•  ~,  litit  my  fiither  Iius  never  o^iened  his  mouth  on  GUch 
niatu-i's  Wfore  or  since  her  desth." 

'■That  1  c;in  lH?liev(— that  1  can  beliere.  He  has  no  God- 
no  such  Gml  ns  it  hecumw  a  man  of  whit*  skin  to  woisbip,  or 
even  a  red-skin.     Them  things  are  idols  1" 

Judith  started,  and  for  n  moment  she  seemed  seriously  hurt. 
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hard  to  do  so.     That  animal  seems  to  give  you  great  satisfaction, 
Sarpent,  though  it's  an  idolatrous  head,  at  the  be«t." 

**  It  is  an  elephant,"  interrupted  Judith,  "  IVe  often  seen  pic- 
tures of  such  animals  at  the  garrisons ;  and  mother  had  a  book 
in  which  there  was  a  })rinted  account  of  tlie  creature.  Father 
bunit  that,  with  all  the  other  b(X)ks,  for  he  said  mother  loved 
r<)a<ling  too  well.  This  was  not  long  bi*fore  mother  died,  and 
Fve  sometimes  thouijht  that  the  l<jss  hastened  her  end." 

This  was  said  equally  without  levity  and  without  any  deep 
feelinij.  It  was  said  without  levity,  for  Judith  was  saddened 
by  her  recollections,  and  yet  she  had  lxH?n  too  much  accustomed 
to  live  for  selfi  and  for  the  indulgenc<^  of  her  own  vanities,  to 
feel  her  mother's  wrongs  very  heavily.  It  requir<»d  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  to  awaken  a  proj)er  s<.Mise  of  her  situation, 
and  to  stimulate  the  betU?r  fe(tHngs  of  this  beautiful,  but  mis- 
guided girl ;  and  these  circumstiinces  had  not  yet  occurred  in 
her  brief  existence. 

"  Elephant,  or  no  elephant,  'tis  an  idol,"  returned  the  hunter, 
"  and  not  fit  to  remain  in  Christian  keeping." 

**  Good  for  Iroquois !"  said  Chingachgook,  parting  with  one 
of  the  castles  with  reluctance,  as  his  friend  t(X)k  it  from  him  to 
replace  it  in  the  bag.  "  Elephon  buy  whole  tribe — buy  Dela- 
ware, almost !" 

"  Ay,  that  it  would,  as  any  one  who  comprehends  red-skin 
natur'  must  know,"  answered  Deerslayer ;  "  but  the  man  that 
passes  false  money,  Sar[>eut,  is  as  bad  as  he  who  makes  it  Did 
you  ever  know  a  just  Injin  that  wouldn't  scorn  to  sell  a  coon- 
skin  for  the  true  marten,  or  to  pass  off  a  mink  for  a  beaver.  I 
know  that  a  few  of  th<?se  idols,  perhap  o/w?  of  them  elephants, 
Would  go  far  towards  buying  Thomas  Ilutter's  liberty,  but  it 
goes  ag'in  conscience  to  pass  such  counterfeit  money.  Perhajjs 
no  Injin  tribe,  hereaway,  is  downright  idolaters,  but  there's  some 
that  come  so  near  it,  that  white  gifts  ought  to  be  particular 
about  encouraging  them  in  their  mistake." 

"If  idolatry  is  a  gift^  Deerslayer,  and  gifU  are  what  you 


si't'iii  to  tLiuk  tljL'in,  iiluliilry   iu  euch  [<toiile  >:mii  li&rdlj  be  a 
iiiji,"s:iiJ  Judilii,  willi  moru  Kouirtnesii  tliaii  discriuiiDRtJon. 

■■  God  gniiits  no  such  gifla  to  any  of  liis  crenlur's,  Judith," 
ivtunied  tliu  liuutiLT  seriously.  ^' He  iinist  be  odureil,  iiiidLT 
«>.i[ut!  niiDii!  or  other,  and  not  creatur's  of  brass  or  ivory,  U 
iiL:itti'iK  Hut  nFiii.'tLt.'r  the  Father  of  all  is  called  God  or  MiinitiJil. 
Ili'ily  or  Gri'iit  Spirit,  ho  fa  none  the  less  our  common  Mnki^r 
mill  Miistt'r;  nor  docs  it  count  fur  much  whether  tlii.^  wnd^  uf 
(he  just  go  to  Paradise  or  liappy  hiinting-jrnnindB,  since  Ilj 
in;iy  send  eadi  hiii  own  way,  m  suita  his  own  pleasure  iiitd 
uisijiiiu',  but  it  curdl(^  my  blood,  when  1  find  human  murt/iU 
so  buuiid  U]i  ill  ihirkness  and  couMiit,  as  to  fushioii  the  'urth,  or 
Huud,  or  Umos — lliinjp  mnde  by  tlicirowu  bands — into  inotion- 
h^i,  suij^i'li'.is  elli|,'i>-H,  and  theu  fall  down  before  tliem,  and 


i>hii 


.IVitj!" 


'■  After  all,  l>i-iir?hiyer,  these  [jieoes  of  ivory  may  not  be  idols 
!il  nil.  I  romt-nilKT,  now,  to  haie  suen  one  of  tbc  officora  st  th« 
},'iirrison,  with  a  set  of  fox  and  geese  madi;  iu  some  such  a  de- 
t^ign  MS  these ;  and  here  is  soniethiug  hard,  wrapped  in  cloth, 
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Luckily,  the  whole  of  the  castles  were  among  the  pieces,  and 
these  four  tower-boaring  animals  it  was  finally  determined 
should  be  the  ransom  oftcrcd.  The  remainder  of  the  men,  and, 
indeed,  all  the  rest  of  the  articles  in  the  chest,  were  to  be  kept 
out  of  view,  and  to  l>e  resorted  to  only  as  a  last  appejil.  As 
soon  as  these  preliminaries  were  settled,  everything  but  those 
inU^nded  for  the  bribe  was  c.*irefully  replaced  in  the  chest,  and 
all  the  covers  were  "  tucked  in"  as  they  had  l^ecn  found ;  and  it 
was  quite  [K>*sibl(%  could  Ilutter  have  been  ])ut  in  possession  of 
the  castle  sigain,  that  he  might  have  passed  the  remjiinder  of 
his  days  in  it,  without  even  suspecting  the  invasion  that  had 
been  mjide  on  the  privacy  of  the,  ch(»st.  The  rent  ]>istol  would 
have  been  the  most  likely  to  reveal  the  secret ;  but  this  was 
placed  by  the  side  of  it"^  fellow,  and  all  were  pressed  down  as 
before — some  half-a-do7X*n  packages  in  the  bottom  of  the  chest 
not  having  been  ojMMied  at  all.  When  this  was  dune,  the  lid 
was  lowered,  the  padlocks  replaced,  and  the  key  turned.  The  lat- 
ter was  then  replaced  in  the  pocket  from  which  it  had  l>een  taken. 
More  than  an  hour  was  consumed  in  settling  the  course 
proper  to  be  pursued,  and  in  returning  everything  to  its  place. 
The  pauses  to  converse  were  fre«pient;  and  Judith,  who  ex- 
perienced a  lively  plea«*ure  in  the  ojien,  undisguised  admiration 
witli  which  I  )eerslayer's  honest  eye  gazed  at  lier  handsome  face, 
found  the  means  to  prolong  the  interview,  with  a  dexterity  that 
seems  to  Ix*  innate  in  female  coquetry.  Deerslayer,  indeed, 
apiKjared  to  1m?  tin?  first  who  was  conscious  of  the  time  that  had 
been  thus  wast^'d,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  his  companions  to 
the  necessity  of  doing  something  towards  putting  the  plan  of  ran- 
s<jming  into  execution.  Chingachgook  had  remained  in  Ilutti'r's 
Ix'd-room,  where  the  elephants  were  laid,  to  fea<;t  his  eyes  with 
the  images  of  animals  so  wonderful  and  so  novel.  Perhaps  an 
instinct  told  him  that  his  presence  would  not  be  as  acceptable  to 
his  companions  as  this  holding  himself  aloof;  .for  Judith  had 
not  much  reserve  in  the  manifestiitions  of  her  ])ref(Tenc(^,  and 
the  Delaware  had  not  got  so  &r  as  one  betrothed  without  ac- 
quiring some  knowledge  of  the  symptoms  of  l\\Q  m«k!:i>Wt  ^^\q»\u 


"  Well,  Judith,"  said  DeereLiyer,  rising,  after  the  intervlov 

Imil  hisU'd  iimi'li  lou^r  tlian  cvca  lie  hiinsvlf  suEjiected,  "  'til 
plea.H;iiU  cuDvaisiiig  with  you,  aud  aeilliug  ull  tlieM  mattets, 
but  duty  calls  us  atioLliur  way.  All  this  time,  Ilurry  tuid  your 
fritlier,  not  to  buv  llelty — " 

Tlie  ivurd  vifis  cut  short  in  the  speaker's  moutli,  for,  at  Lbst 
prilii\il  moment,  fi  light  stepwas  heard  on  theplalfonn  or  court- 
yard, a  Imiiian  tisuru  darkened  the  doiii^way,  and  Uie  pereon 
lii-st  nientiijncd  ntood  l>.>furc  him.  The  li>w  exclamation  that 
wuaiK-d  IVfrskyer  iind  tlie  sliijlit  scream  of  Judith  were  hardly 
uttcrt'd,  when  an  Indian  jonlh,  between  tlie  ages  of  Kfteeu  and 
sevo!iti*ii.  Blood  beside  her.  These  two  entraiwes  had  been 
niad<j  with  mucciisined  feet,  and  coasequcntly  almost  without 
noise ;  but,  uncxjiectcd  and  slenlthy  as  tliey  were,  ihev  had 
not  the  ett'ect  to  disturb  DeerslHyer's  Belf-poeaession.  His  first 
raeasuro  whs  to  si«ak  rapidly  in  Delaware  to  his  friend,  caution- 
ing  him  to  kee|i  out  of  sight,  while  he  stood  on  his  guard;  the 
poeniid    w,T^   to  sd'ji  to  tile  door  to  ascrtnin   ihi?  c\tnnt  (if  the 
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II  treaty  for  the  ransom,  and  I  will  Lear  what  Hetty  has  to 


sav." 

« 


Judith,  <as  soon  as  her  surprise  and  alarm  )iad  a  Uttle  abated, 
discovered  a  proper  share  <A'  aft'ectionate  joy,  at  the  return  of  her 
wsU*r.  She  folded  her  to  her  bosom,  and  kissed  her,  as  hjid 
bc*en  Iht  wont  in  the  days  of  their  cliildhood  and  iimoccnce. 
Hetty  hers<.lf  was  less  afteeted,  for  to  her  there  av;ls  ho  surprise, 
and  her  ner\  «.*s  were  sustaintjd  by  the  purity  and  holiness  of  her 
purjKise.  At  her  sister's  reipiest  she  took  a  Si'at,  and  entered 
into  an  account  of  her  adventures  since  they  had  part»?d.  Her 
tale  ci>minenced  just  as  D**erslayer  returned,  and  he  also  became 
an  attentive  listener,  while  the  young  Iroquois  stood  near  the 
door,  seemingly  as  indiiferent  to  what  was  passing  as  one  of  its 
posts. 

Tlie  narrative  of  tlie  girl  was  sufficiently  clear,  until  she 
rejiched  the  time  where  we  left  her  in  the  camp,  after  the  inter- 
view with  the  chiefs,  and  at  the  monjent  when  Hist  quitted  her, 
in  the  abruj)t  manner  already  stated.  The  sequel  of  the  story 
may  Ixi  told  in  her  own  language. 

"  When  I  read  the  texts  to  the  chiefs,  Judith,  you  could  not 
have  seen  thjit  they  made  any  changes  on  their  minds,"  she 
said,  '*  but  if  seed  is  planted,  it  will  grow.  God  planted  the 
seeds  of  all  the  trees — " 

**  Aye,  that  did  he — that  did  he,"  muttered  1  )eerslayer ;  "  and 
a  goixlly  har\'est  has  followed." 

"(iod  planted  the  see<ls  of  all  the  trees,"  continued  Hetty, 
after  a  moment's  {>ause,  *"  and  you  st*e  to  what  a  height  and 
shade  Uiey  have  grown  !  So  it  is  with  the  l>ible.  You  may 
read  a  verse  this  year,  and  forget  it,  and  it  will  eom<»  l)ack  to 
you  a  year  hence,  when  you  l<?ast  expect  to  remember  it." 

"And  did  you  find  anything  of  this,  among  the  savages, 
l)oor  Hetty  ?" 

"  Yes,  Judith,  and  srxjner,  and  more  fully  than  I  had  even 
hoped.  1  did  not  stay  long  Avith  father  and  Hurry,  but  went 
to  get  my  breakfjist  with  Hist.  As  soon  as  we  had  done,  the 
chiefs  came  to  as,  and  then  we  found  the  fiuita  oi  iVv^  ^lei^  >\iv^ 
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hail  been  [ilauted.  They  aaid  what  I  had  «!ad  from  the  good 
licxjk  was  ri){ht — it  must  be  right — it  sounJod  right;  like  a 
swiL-t  lijnl  siiifring  in  their  cars;  and  ihey  (old  me  to  come 
hack  iind  say  as  much  to  tlie  threat  warriur  who  hfLd  slain  one 
(if  Ihi'ir  braves;  and  to  tell  it  to  you,  aud  to  say  how  happy 
Lhiy  HhouliJ  be  to  come  to  church  here,  id  the  castle,  or  to  come 
OMI  ill  tliL-  Hiui,  and  hear  me  read  more  of  the  sacred  volume — 
Htid  lo  tell  you  tlitit  tliey  wish  you  would  lend  them  some 
I'liiiow,  llint  llii'y  uin  briiij^  father  and  Hiirry,  nn<l  their  voineo, 
til  the  ciutle,  that  wo  ]iiight  all  sit  on  the  platform  thei«,  and 
lisU-ii  to  ihfi  singing  of  the  iiale-face  Manilou. — There,  Judith ; 
did  you  ever  know  of  anything  dtat  no  plainly  sliows  ihu  {>owcr 
of  the  bible  as  that  r 

"  ]f  it  were  true  'twould  be  »  mimcle,  indeed,  Hetty.  But 
all  tbis  is  no  more  than  Indian  cunning  and  Indian  treachery, 
striving  to  get  the  better  of  us  hy  management,  when  they  find 
it  is  not  l«  Ik'  done  by  force." 

"I'll  vtiii  ilijuljt  the  HibJe,  "ister,  (imt  voli  judge  the  pavagys 
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"  And  the  woods  arc  full  of  the  vagabonds,  waiting  to  know 
what  is  to  be  the  u|)shot  of  the  miracle.  We  comprehend  this 
affair,  now,  Judith — but  Til  first  g(;t  rid  of  this  young  Canadian 
blood-sucker,  and  then  we'll  settle  our  own  course.  Do  you 
and  Hetty  leave  us  tog«*ther,  first  bringing  me  the  elephants, 
which  the  Sarjient  is  admiring;  for  'twill  never  do  to  let  this 
loping  deer  be  alone  a  minute,  or  he'll  borrow  a  canoe  without 
asking." 

Judith  did  as  desired,  first  bringing  the  pieces,  and  retiring 
with  her  sister  into  their  own  room.  Deerslayer  had  acquired 
some  knowledjje  of  most  of  the  Indian  dialects  of  that  rejnon, 
and  he  knew  enough  of  the  Iroquois  to  hold  a  dialogue  in  the 
language.  Beckoning  to  the  lad,  therefore,  he  caused  him  to 
take  a  seat  on  th<»  chost,  wh(?n  he  placed  two  of  the  castles  sud- 
denly before  him.  Up  to  that  moment,  this  youthful  savage 
had  not  exj>rpssed  a  single  intelligible  emotion  or  fancy.  There 
wer<»  many  tbinsfs  in  and  ab'>ut  the  ])lace  that  were  novelties  to 
him,  but  he  had  maintuined  his  self-command  with  philosophi- 
cal comfK^suro.  It  is  true,  Deerslayer  had  det«rted  his  dark  eye 
8cannin<j  the  defences  and  the  arms,  but  the  scrutiny  had  been 
made  Avith  such  an  air  of  innocence,  in  such  a  gaj)ing,  indolent, 
lx)vish  manner,  that  no  one  but  a  man  who  had  himself  been 
taught  in  a  similar  school,  would  have  even  suspected  his  object. 
The  instiint,  however,  the  eyes  of  the  savage  fell  uj)on  the 
wroutrht  ivorv,  and  the  imajres  of  the  wonderful,  unknown 
beast**,  surprise  and  admiration  got  the  nuistery  of  him.  The 
manner  in  which  the  natives  of  the  Si>uth  S<^a  Islands  first 
biiheld  the  toys  of  civilized  life,  luis  been  often  described  ;  but 
the  reader  is  not  to  confound  it  with  the  manner  of  an  Ameri- 
can Indian  under  similar  circumstances.  In  this  particular  case, 
the  young  Inxpiois,  or  Huron,  p(»rmitted  an  exclamation  of  rap- 
ture to  escaj)C  him,  an<l  then  he  checked  himself,  hke  one  who 
bad  been  iruiltv  (jf  an  ind<^corum.  After  this,  his  eyes  ceased 
to  wander,  but  iH'eame  riveted  on  the  elephants,  one  of  which, 
after  a  short  hesitation,  he  even  presumed  to  handle.  Deer- 
slayer  did  not  interrupt  him  for  quite  ten  mmuVfta^  Vxtfm\v^ 

11* 
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tbal  tbo  kd  was  (aking  sucL  note  of  the  curiosities,  as  would 
enable  liim  to  give  the  moat  minute  and  accurate  descripljoa  of 
iheir  apjii^nrniice  to  his  seniors,  on  his  return.  Wheo  faa 
tliouglit  sulticietit  time  had  lieeii  allowed  to  produiM:  the  desired 
edlvt,  the  Luuter  laid  n  finger  ou  the  naked  knoe  of  the  youth, 
and  drew  his  attention  to  hiinsclC 

"  Listen,"  he  said ;  "  I  wiint  to  t»lk  with  my  young  friend 
tVoni  the  Canadns.     Let  him  forget  that  wooder  for  a  miuul«." 

"  Where  t'other  pale  brother  V  demanded  tlio  hoy,  lootciitg 
up,  ;u)d  letting  the  idea  that  bad  been  most  prominent  in  his 
mind,  pretiously  to  the  introduction  of  the  chessmen,  escape 
liim  involuntarily. 

"He  sleeps — or  if  he  isn't  fiiirly  asleep,  lie  is  in  the  room 
where  llie  m(;n  do  Bleep,"  returned  Deerslayer.  "  How  did  n^ 
yuniig  friend  know  there  was  nnolher !" 

*'  St'C  him  from  the  shore.  Iroquois  liave  got  long  eyes — see 
U'yond  Ihe  cluuds — see  tlie  bottom  of  the  great  spring  ?' 

"  W,.||.  the  Irof|Hois  af¥  welwine.    IVo pal(-fiiees  nn?  prisoners 
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oldest  of  your  jtrisoncrs  is  the  father  of  these  1  wo  young  women ; 
and  the  other  is  the  suitor  of  one  of  tlicin.  The  gals  nat*i*ally 
wsh  to  save  the  sealjis  of  such  fri'nds,  and  they  will  give  tliem 
two  ivory  erenlur\s  as  ransom  ;  one  for  each  scalp.  Go  back  and 
t<H  this  to  your  chiefs,  and  bring  me  the  answer  before  the  sun 

sri>. 

The  boy  «*ntered  zt»alously  into  this  project,  and  with  a 
sincM'rity  that  h  fl  no  doubt  of  his  executing  his  commission  with 
intelligence  and  ))rom{)titudo.  For  a  moment  he  forgot  his  lovo 
uf  honor,  and  all  his  clannish  hostility  to  the  l^ritish  and  their 
Indians,  in  his  wish  to  have  such  a  treasure  in  his  tribe,  and 
D^i^Tslayer  was  satisfied  with  the  impression  he  had  made.  It 
is  true,  the  lad  projK^ed  to  cairy  one  of  the  elephants  witli  him, 
as  a  specimen  of  the  other,  but  to  this  his  brother  negotiator  was 
too  sagacious  to  c(>ns<.'nt ;  well  knowing  that  it  might  never 
reach  its  dinitination  if  confided  to  such  hands.  This  little  diffi- 
culty was  soon  arranged,  and  the  boy  j»repared  to  depart.  As 
he  st(Kxl  on  the  jjlatfonn  ready  to  stej)  aboard  of  the  rafl,  he 
hesitatwl,  and  turned  short  with  a  proposal  to  lK)rrow  a  canoe, 
as  the  means  most  likely  toshoilen  the  negotiation.  Deerslayer 
<|uietly  refused  the  re<|U(»st,  and,  after  lingering  a  little  longer, 
the  lx>y  rowed  slowly  away  from  the  castle,  tnking  the  direction 
of  a  thicket  on  the  shore,  that  lav  less  than  half  a  mile  distant 
Deerslayer  siated  himself  on  a  stool,  and  watched  the  progress 
of  the  ambassador ;  sometimes  closely  scanning  the  whole  line 
of  shore,  sis  far  as  eye  could  reach,  and  then  ]»lacing  an  elbow 
on  a  knee,  he  remaincnl  a  long  time  with  his  chin  noting  on  the 
hand. 

During  the  interview  between  Deerslayer  and  the  lad,  a 
diffi'rent  scene  took  place  in  the  adjoining  room.  Hetty  had 
inquired  for  the  Delaware?,  and  being  told  why  and  where  ho 
remained  concealed,  she  joined  him.  The  reception  which 
ChingachgiKjk  gave  his  visitor  was  respectful  and  gentle.  lie 
understood  her  characttT ;  and,  no  doubt,  his  disiK«ition  to  l>e 
kind  to  such  a  being  was  increased  by  the  hope  of  learning 
2iome  tidings  of  his  betrot}ie<1.     Af^  soon  as  iVve  |^i\  ^itX^t^ 


«.««  r  „^  "»8"  "S'  a*'-  •  j«^>»* 
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'*You  are  Chiiigacligook — ^you  must  be;  for  there  is  no 
other  red  man  here,  and  she  thought  Chingachgook  would 
come." 

"  Chin-gach-gook,"  pronouncing  the  name  slowly,  and  dwell- 
ing on  each  syllable ;  "  Great  Sar]>ent,  Yengeese*  tongue." 

**  Chin-gach-gook,"  repeated  Hetty,  in  the  same  deliberate 
manner.     "  Yes,  so  Hist  called  it,  and  you  must  be  the  chief." 

"  Wah-ta  !-Wah,"  added  the  Delaware. 

"  Wah-ta  !-Wah,  or  Hist-oh  !-Hist.  I  think  Hist  prettier 
tlian  Wall,  and  so  I  cill  her  Hist." 

"  Wall !  very  sweet  in  Delaware  ears  !" 

"  You  make  it  sound  differently  from  me.  But  never  mind ; 
I  did  hear  the  bird  you  speak  of  sing,  Great  Serpent." 

"  Will  my  sister  say  words  of  song  ?  What  she  sing  most — 
how  she  look — often  she  laugh  ?" 

"  She  sanjr  Chin-irach-ixook  oftener  than  anythinu:  else ;  and 
she  laughed  heartily  when  I  told  how  the  Iroquois  waded  into 
the  water  after  us,  and  couldn't  catch  us.  I  hope  tlu^^  logs 
haven't  (»ars,  Serpent !" 

"  No  f«»ar  logs ;  fear  sister  next  room.  No  fear  Iroquois ; 
Deerslayer  stuft*  his  eyes  and  ears  with  strange  beast." 

"  I  understand  you,  Sor|)ent,  and  I  understwxl  Hist.  Some- 
times I  think  V\r\  not  half  as  feeble-minded  as  they  say  I  am. 
Now,  do  you  look  up  at  the  roof,  and  Til  tell  you  all.  But  you 
frighten  me,  you  look  so  eager  when  I  sj)eak  of  Hist." 

The  Indian  controlled  his  looks,  and  affected  to  comply  with 
the  simple  request  of  the  girl. 

*  It  is  sininil*'ir  them  should  lie  any  question  concerning  the  oriKin  of  the  well- 
knoA'n  nobriquet  of  "  Yankrc*."  NcJirly  nil  the  old  writ<T!»  who  speak  of  tho 
Indians  first  known  to  the  Qilonisti  make  them  pronounce  the  word  "EnKlinh**  as 
"  Yengeesp.**  Even  at  thin  driy,  it  [*  a  provinciitli«ini  of  New  Kncland  to  say 
**  Enft\Mi  *'  invtend  of"  /npllnh,'*  and  there  Is  a  close  conforiiiUy  of  soiiiid  iHJtwcer. 
**  /TiigllHh"  and  *•  YenBe<»se,"  more  especially  if  the  hitter  word.  i\%  was  prob-ibly 
the  case,  be  pronounced  short.  The  transition  from  "  Yencrcse."  thus  pronounced, 
to  "  Yankees  "  is  quite  easy.  If  the  former  is  pronounced  "  Yancl","  It  is  almost 
lilentical  with  "Yankees,**  and  Indian  wonls  have  seldom  been  spell  as  they  aro 
pronounced.  Thus  the*  scene  of  this  tale  is  spelt  "Ot«rgo,**  and  is  properly 
pronounced  "Ot/fogo."  The  liquids  of  the  Indians  would  easily  convert  "En" 
into  "  Yon." 


"Hisi  told  ine  to  say,  in  n  very  low  voice,  tliat  yon  mnslnt 
trust  tile  Ir<H|iiuis  in  aitytliin^.  TLcy  are  more  artful  tlian  any 
Indian^^  she  knows.  Tlion  sbe  says  thiii  there  is  it  large  bright 
KtAT  tlmt  eoines  over  the  hill,  atxiul  an  Lour  after  durk, — (Hia( 
liad  jHiiiited  out  l\\6  jilaiiet  Jupiter,  witliout  knowing  it) — and 
just  :is  that  star  comes  in  aigUt,  ahe  will  be  on  tlic  point  where 
I  Iniided  last  night,  and  that  you  matt  come  for  her,  in  a  canoe." 

''(!ood — Cliingui^ligook  understand  well  enougli,  now;  bnt 
he  understand  better  if  my  sister  Mng  tu  liim  a<^iii." 

Hetty  repe.ited  her  words,  inure  fully  ex[ibuni[i)f  nbat  star 
wus  meant,  and  nientioninir  the  [inrt  of  the  point  uhero  he  was 
lo  venture  ashore.  She  now  proceeded  in  her  own  unEOjihisti- 
cated  way  to  relate  her  intereouree  with  the  Indian  maid,  and  lo 
re|>i.'at  several  of  her  expressions  and  opinions  that  gave  great 
delight  to  llie  heart  of  her  lielrothod.  She  jiurtieiilarly  renewed 
her  injuDCtions  to  be  on  their  guard  against  treachery  ;  u  warn- 
in*^  that  was  Kcnreely  needed,  however,  as  addre^ed  to  men  as 
wury  as  tlnwe  to  whom  it  was  sant     She  idso  explained,  with 


I   II 


•j.-.;{ 


*' lli>t  don't  kiiow,  h- r><  it",  uln-ili.-r  tli'\  mi-jx-vI  li<-r  <.m"  net, 
or  whether  llicy  .suspi'ct  you^  but  she  hopes  neither  is  the  c«^«h3. 
And  now,  SeriH'iit,  since  I  have  told  you  so  much  from  3'our 
betrothed,"  continued  Hetty,  unconscioasly  t*ikin»^  one  of  the 
Indian's  hands,  and  playing  witli  the  fingers,  as  a  child  is  oden 
seen  to  play  with  those  of  a  parent ;  "  you  must  let  me  tell  you 
something  from  myself.  When  you  marry  Hist,  you  must  be 
kind  to  her,  and  smile  on  her,  as  you  do  now  on  me ;  and  not 
look  croas,  v»  some  of  the  chiefe  do  at  their  squaws.  Will  you 
promise  this  ?" 

"  Always  good  to  Wah  ! — too  tender  to  twist  hard ;  else  she 
break.** 

**  Yes,  and  smile,  too ;  you  don't  know  how  much  a  girl 
craves  smiles  from  them  she  lovt»s.  Father  scarce  smiled  on  mo 
once,  while  I  was  with  him — and.  Hurry — y*?s — Hurr}'  tidked 
loud,  and  laughed ;  but  I  don't  think  lie  smiled  onct^  either. 
You  know  the  ditierence  l>etween  a  smile  and  a  Iau<jh  ?" 

**  Lauifh,  best.     Hear  Wah  !  laugh,  think  bird  sing  ?" 

'*  I  know  that ;  her  laugh  h  plea^^ant,  but  you  must  smile. 
And  then,  SorjM'nt,  you  mustn't  make  her  carry  burdens  and 
hoe  corn,  as  so  many  Indians  do ;  but  treat  her  more  as  the  pale- 
faces treat  their  wives." 

**  Wah-ti  !-Wah  no  pale-face — got  red  skin  :  red  heart,  red 
fcelin's.     All  red ;  no  p«ale-face.     Must  carry  paj^oose." 

**  Every  woman  is  willing  to  cjirry  her  child,"  said  Hetty, 
smiling ;  **  and  there  is  no  harm  in  that.  \\\\i  you  must  love 
Hist,  and  be  gentle,  and  good  to  her ;  for  she  is  gentle  and 
good  herself." 

Chingachgook  gravely  bowed,  and  then  he  seemed  to  think 
this  part  of  the  subject  might  l>e  dismissed.  Before  there  was 
time  for  Hetty  to  resume  her  communications,  the  voice  of 
Deerslayer  w^as  heard  calling  on  hus  friend,  in  the  outer  room. 
At  Uiis  summons  the  Serpent  arose  to  obey,  and  Hetty  joined 
her  sister. 


/ 


CU-\PTEIi   XIV. 


TiiK  first  act  of  tlie  Delaware,  on  rvjoiniDg  liU  friend,  was  to 
proceed  gravely  to  diseiiciimber  himself  of  his  rivilia?d  Bttire, 
and  h>  stand  forth  an  Indinn  wiirrior  a|rain.  TIm  pMt«it  of 
[>o('rs]Hvi.'r  W1I3  met  by  bis  communicftting  the  fact  l]i»t  (ho 
j,r,.^,.„(,,  of  ,,„  Tndinn  in  the  hut  w,i^  known  to  the  Trrxin^k  nnd 
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All  this  was  lost  on  Dcerslaycr,  who  was  no  great  adept  in 
the  mysteries  of  Cupid,  but  whose  mind  was  far  more  occupied 
with  the  concerns  that  forced  themselves  on  liis  attention,  than 
witli  any  of  the  truant  fancied  of  love,  lie  soon  recalled  his 
coni])anion,  therefore,  to  a  sense  of  their  actual  condition,  by 
sunnnoning  him  to  a  sort  of  council  of  war,  in  which  they  were 
U)  st'ttle  their  future  course.  In  the  dialogue  that  followed,  the 
parti<;s  mutually  made  each  other  acquainted  with  what  had 
pjussed  in  their  s<.»veral  interviews.  ChingachgiMik  was  UAd  tlie 
history  of  the  treaty  al)out  the  ransom ;  and  r)t'<Tslayer  heard 
the  whole  of  Hetty's  coumiunications.  The  latter  listened  with 
generous  interest  to  his  frii'nd's  hoiK*s,  and  promised  cheerfully 
all  the  assistance  he  could  lend. 

"  Tis  our  main  ar'nM,  Sarpent,  as  you  know ;  this  battling 
for  Uie  castle  and  old  llutterV  darters,  coming  in  as  a  sort  of 
accident.  Yes — y(.*s — ril  be  actyve  in  helping  little  Hist,  who's 
not  only  one  of  the  best  and  handsomest  maidens  of  the  tribe, 
but  the  very  b(?st  and  handsomest.  I've  always  encouraged 
you,  chief,  in  that  liking  ;  and  it's  proper,  too,  that  a  great  and 
ancient  nice  like  your'n  shouldn't  come  to  an  end.  If  a  woman 
of  red  skin  and  red  gifts  could  get  to  be  near  enough  to  me  to 
wish  her  for  a  ^nfe,  I'd  s'arcli  for  just  such  another,  but  that  can 
never  be  ;  no,  that  can  nether  l)e.  I'm  glad  Hetty  has  met  with 
nist,  howsever,  for  though  the  first  is  a  httle  short  of  wit  and 
understanding,  the  last  has  enough  for  l>oth.  Yes,  Sar]»ent," 
laughing  heartily,  "  put  'em  together  and  two  smarter  gjiLs  isn't 
to  be  found  in  all  York  colony  1" 

**  I  will  go  to  the  Iro<]uois  camp,"  returned  the  Delaware, 
gravely.  **  No  one  knows  ChingachgCK)k  but  Wah  !,  and  a 
treaty  for  lives  and  8caI[)S  should  be  made  by  a  chief!  Give 
me  Uie  strange  beasts,  and  let  me  tiike  a  canoe." 

Deerslayer  droj»[M'd  his  head,  and  play<'d  with  the  end  of  a 
fish-pole  in  the  water,  as  he  sate  dangling  his  legs  over  the  edge 
of  the  platform,  like  a  man  who  was  lost  in  tliought  by  the 
Budden  occurrence  of  a  novel  idea.     Instead  of  directly  answe^  ' 
ing  the  proposal  of  his  friend,  he  began  to  so\\\o(\xx\7J(^  \  ^  Qvt- 


sver,  that  ia  do  roaDiier  rendered  his   wcvda 

Q  WHS  KiDiifkable  fur  sayin;^  wlioL  Im  thought, 
lurkij  wvTn  aAdTcssiid  U)  liiiusulf  or  Ui  Aay  una 


wliclhi^r  the  r 
else. 

"  Yes — yea,"  he  siud,  "  thia  must  be  w!iat  iliey  call  lovo  I  Vn 
hijnrd  say  tliat  it  soiiietima»  ujiwetA  reason  olli^tlier,  loaviug  a 
yuuiig  iTuin  ua  licljilt^ss,  ,t.t  tu  calculation  and  caution,  at>  a  brut^ 
ln-itst.  Totliink  tliiU  the  Surjivnt  sholilil  bu  so  lost  to  reason, 
.idJ  cunning,  and  wisdum  !  Wu  must,  sart^nly,  man^o  to  gel 
Hist  oft;  and  h:ive  'ern  murriud  bs  soon  ar  we  ;jet  back  to  tUe 
tribe,  or  Uiis  war  iviil  bu  of  nu  more  use  lo  the  chief  tliaii  a  hum 
B  little  oiicomraon  Hnd  BKtr'omnrv,  '  Yes — yea — he'l!  tievur  be 
the  man  lie  wits  till  this  niattt;r  is  off  his  mind  nnd  ha  cornea  lo 
hi«  senses,  like  all  the  rest  of  niaakind.  Sitrjwnt,  you  can't  be 
in  lurnest,  and  therefore  I  shall  say  but  little  to  your  offer.  But 
you're  a  ohieC  and  will  soon  be  sent  out  on  the  war-patli  at  the 
head  of  parties,  and  I'll  just  ask  if  youM  think  of  putting  your 
fim'ps  into  the  inimv'f  hftud»,  afore  lie  battle  is  foii't!" 
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make  logs  sarve  their  turn,  as  well  as  the  best  raftsmen  on  the 
rivers  :  and  it  would  be  no  great  expPito  for  them  to  invade  ua 
in  a  body.  Tve  been  thinking  of  the  wisdom  of  putting  all  old 
Tom^s  stores  into  the  ark,  of  barring  and  locking  up  the  castle, 
and  of  taking  to  the  ark  altogether.  That  is  movable,  and  by 
keeping  the  sail  up,  and  shifting  pbices,  we  might  worry  through 
a  great  many  nights  witbout  them  Canada  wolves  finding  a  way 
into  our  8hoei>-fol(l." 

Chingachgook  listened  to  tbis  plan  with  approbation.  Did 
the  negotiation  fail  tliere  wiis  now  little  lio|>e  that  the  night 
would  pass  without  an  iissault ;  and  the  enemy  had  sagacity 
enough  to  understand,  that,  in  carrying  the  castle,  they  would 
probably  become  masters  of  all  it  contained,  the  otfeived  ransom 
included,  and  still  retain  the  advantages  they  had  hitberto  gained. 
Some  precaution  of  the  sort  apj^eared  to  be  absolutely  necessary ; 
for  now  tbe  numbers  of  the  Iroquois  were  known,  a  night  attack 
could  scarcely  be  successfully  met  It  would  be  impossible  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  possession  of  the  canoes  and  the 
ark,  and  tbe  lattcT  itself  would  be  a  hold  in  which  the  assailants 
would  be  as  effectually  ]irotected  against  bullets  as  were  those 
in  the  building.  For  a  tew  minutes  both  the  men  thought  of 
sinking  the  ark  in  the  shallow  water,  of  bringing  the  canoes  into 
the  house,  and  of  de[>ending  altogether  on  the  ciustle  for  protec- 
tion. But  reflection  satisfied  them  that,  in  the  end,  this  exj)e- 
dient  would  fail.  It  was  so  ea^^y  to  collect  logs  on  the  shore, 
and  to  construct  a  raft  of  almost  any  size,  that  it  was  certain  the 
Iroquois,  now  th(»y  had  turned  tlu?ir  attention  to  such  means, 
would  resort  to  them  seriously,  so  long  as  there  was  the  cer- 
tainty of  success  by  i>erseverance.  After  deliberating  maturely, 
and  placing  all  the  considerations  fiiirly  before  them,  tlio  two 
young  beginners  in  Uie  art  of  forest  warfare  sottlrd  down  into 
the  opinion,  that  the  ark  offered  the  only  available  means  of 
security.  Tliis  decision  was  no  sooner  come  to,  than  it  was 
communicated  to  Judith.  The  girl  had  no  serious  objection  to 
make,  and  all  four  set  about  the  measures  necessary  to  carrying 
the  plan  into  execution. 


The  reader  will  readily  undeiBtaiid  that  Floating  Tom's  worid); 
goods  were  of  no  grest  mnoiint,  A  co«|)lc  of  beds,  some  wear- 
ing ap]inrcl,  the  aritiH  ,irid  nmtnuiiitiun,  a  (evi  oooking  iiI^dsUii, 
will)  the  myatorious  but  hfilf-cxamined  chest,  formed  the  priticK 


,i,,l  item 
hauled  o 


thought  ui 
of  furnitur 
hut  little  V 


These  were  all  soon  removed,  the  ark  hat'iii)^  been 
1  the  eastern  fide  of  the  building,  so  that  the  transfer 
made  without  heing  seen  from  the  shore.  It  was 
ineccsinry  to  disturb  the  heavier  and  coarser  article" 
:',  as  they  were  not  requirwi  in  the  ark,  and  were  of 
liue  in  themselveB.  As  great  caution  was  necessaiy 
in  rcraoviiig  the  different  objects,  most  of  which  were  pa»>ed  out 
of  a  window  with  a  view  to  conceal  what  was  guing  ou,  it 
required  two  or  three  houre  before  alt  roiild  be  efiected.  By  the 
exjnrotion  of  that  time  the  raft  made  its  appearance,  moving 
from  the  shore.  Decrslayer  immediately  had  recouree  to  the 
gliiss,  by  the  aid  of  which  he  perceived  that  two  warriora  wcra 
on  it,  though  thoy  njijieared  to  be  unarmed.  The  progress  of 
th'.'  nft  was  flow,  a  fircuinst.ince  that  fiirmed  one  of  llie  tjTvat 
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the  rdft,  forming  a  sort  of  flooring,  as  well  as  a  scat  for  the  use 
of  the  rowers.  When  the  hoavy-nioving  craft  was  within  ^fty 
feet  of  liini,  Deerslayer  hailed  tlie  Hurons,  directing  them  to 
cease  rowing,  it  not  being  his  intiuition  to  ]>ermit  them  to  land. 
4Com]>liance,  of  course,  wtis  necessary,  and  the  two  grim-looking 
warriors  instantly  quitted  their  seats,  though  the  raft  continued 
slowly  to  approach,  until  it  had  driven  in  much  nearer  to  the 
platform. 

**  Are  ye  chiefs  ?"  demanded  Deerslayer,  with  dignity.  "Are 
ye  chiefs  ?— or  have  the  Mingos  sent  me  warriors  without  names, 
on  such  an  ar'n'd  ?  If  so,  the  sooner  ye  go  back,  the  sooner 
the  one  will  be  likely  to  come  that  a  warrior  can  talk  with." 

"  Hugh  !"  exclaimed  the  elder  of  the  two  on  the  raft,  rolling 
his  glowing  eyes  over  the  different  objects  that  were  visible  in 
and  alwut  the  castle,  with  a  keennt^ss  that  showed  how  httlo 
escaped  him.  "  My  brother  is  vc^ry  proud,  but  liivenoak  (wo 
use  the  literal  translation  of  the  tc?rm,  writing  as  wo  do  in 
English)  is  a  name  to  make  a  Delaware  turn  pale." 

"Tliat's  true,  or  it\s  a  lie,  liivenoak,  as  it  may  be  ;  but  I  am 
not  likely  to  turn  pale,  seeing  that  1  was  born  pale.  What's 
your  ar'nVl,  and  why  do  you  come  among  light  bark  c^moes  on 
lo*w  that  are  not  even  dui»:  out  ?" 

"  The  Iro<iuois  are  not  ducks,  to  walk  on  water !  Let  tho 
pale-faces  give  them  a  cano(s  and  theyll  come  in  a  canoe." 

"That's  more  rational,  th.in  likely  to  come  to  pass.  We 
have  but  four  cano<'s,  and  being  four.  [Hirsons,  that's  only  one 
for  each  of  us.  We  thank  you  for  the  offer,  howsever,  though 
we  ask  leave  not  to  accept  it.  You  are  welcome,  Iroquois,  on 
your  logs  !" 

"  Thanks — my  young  pahj-face  warrior — he  has  got  a  name 
— how  do  tlie  ehieis  call  him  ?" 

Deerslayer  hesitated  a  nu)ment,  and  a  gleam  of  pride  and 
human  weakness  came  (>vi?r  him.  lie  smiled,  mutti»red  btitween 
his  teeth,  and  then  looking  up  proudly,  he  said — 

"  Mingo,  like  all  who  art*  young  and  actyve,  I've  been  known 
by  different  names,  at  different  times.     One  of  youT  viw\T'\v>Y>^ 


Iii^  ln<'ii»l.  aii'l  oil    :\   t'litiin'   <K('asi<.n    lie    qucstit 

oI'>v.-l\   (•<.iK-''iiiiii'_i-  tlh'  traii^aclio!!  <»n  tlic  |'<>int  w 

lia<l  tii^l  lakt'ii  liuiiiaii  lit"-'.      \\  lifii  In*  lia<l  'j;<>t. 

liL*  did  Hut  fail  to  cuiiiuiuiiicato  it  to  the  tribe,  fr 

the  young  hunter  was  univereally  known  among 

by  an  appellation  so  Iionorably  earned.     As  this 

a  period  posterior  to  all  the  incidents  of  this  tak 

tinue  to  call  t)ie  young  hunter  by  the  name  und 

been  first  introduced  to  the  reader.     Nor  was  th 

struck  with  the  vaunt  of  the  white  man.     H< 

death  of  his  comrade,  and  had  no  difficulty  in 

the  allusion ;   the  intercourse  between  the  con< 

vicUm  on  that  occasion  having  been  seen  by  seve 

the  shore  of  the  lake,  who  had  been  stationed  at 

just  within  the  margin  of  the  bushes,  to  watc 

canoes,  and  who  had  not  time  to  reach  the  scene 

the  victor  had  retired.     The  effect  on  this  rude 

forest  was  an  exclamation  of  surprise ;  then  su 

courtesy  and  wave  of  the  hand  succeeded,  as  wo 

credit  to  Asiatic  diplomacy.     The  two  Iroquois 

other  in  low  terms,  and  both  drew  near  the  end  c 

was  closest  to  the  platform. 

**  Mv  brothpr.  TTawlravo   l»oo  onn*  «  •*» —  ■*■- 
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I  toss  it  to  you  under  faith  of  treaties.     If  It's  not  returned,  the 
rifle  will  settle  the  j/int  atween  us/' 

The  Iroquois  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  conditions,  and 
Deerslayer  arose  and  prepared  to  toss  one  of  the  elephants  to 
the  raft,  both  parties  using  all  tlie  precaution  that  was  neces- 
sary to  prevent  its  loss.  As  j)ractice  renders  men  expert  in 
such  things,  the  little  piece  of  ivory  was  soon  successfully  trans- 
ferred from  one  hand  to  the  other ;  and  then  followed  anotlier 
scene  on  tiie  raft,  in  which  astonishment  and  delight  got  the 
mastery  of  Indian  stoicism.  These  two  grim  old  warriors 
manifested  even  more  feeling,  as  they  examined  the  curiously- 
wrought  chessman,  than  had  been  betrayed  by  the  boy  ;  for, 
in  th<i  case  of  th(i  latter,  recent  schooling  had  interposed  its 
influence ;  while  the  men,  like  all  who  are  sustained  by  well- 
estiiblished  characters,  were  nut  ashamed  to  let  some  of  their 
emotions  be  discovered.  For  a  few  minutes  they  apparently 
lost  the  consciousness  of  their  situation  in  the  intense  scrutiny 
they  bestowed  on  a  material  so  tine,  work  so  highly 
wrought,  and  an  animal  so  extraordinar}'.  The  lip  of  the 
moose  is,  perha[)s,  the  nearest  apj)roach  to  the  trunk  of  the 
elephant  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  American  fon^st;  but  this 
resemblance  was  far  from  being  sufficiently  striking  to  bring  the 
new  creature  within  the  range  of  their  habits  and  ide^is, 
and  the  more  they  studied  the  image,  the  greater  was  their 
astonishment.  Nor  did  these  children  of  the  forest  mistake  the 
structure  on  the  back  of  the  ele]>hant  for  a  part  of  the  animal. 
They  were  familiar  with  horses  and  oxen,  and  had  seen  towers 
in  tlie  Canadjis,  and  found  nothing  surprising  in  creatures  of 
burden.  Still,  by  a  very  natural  association,  they  supjx)sed 
the  carvinu  meant  to  rej»resent  that  the  animal  they  saw  was 
of  a  strength  sufficient  to  carry  a  fort  on  its  back  ;  a  circumstance 
tliat  in  no  degree  lessened  their  wonder. 

"  Has  my  pale-face  brother  any  more  such  beju^ts  ?"  at  last 
the  senior  of  the  Irot^uois  asked,  in  a  sort  of  petitioning 
manDer. 


"  Thoru's  more  where  them  came  from,  Mingo,"  was  the 
answer ;  **  one  is  euuugli,  however,  to  hay  off  fifty  staipa," 

"  Oue  of  inj  prisoners  is  li  gnait  warrior- — tiill  as  ft  pine — 
stroTig  as  tlie  inoose^-atdve  as  a  do*r — fierce  m  the  panther. 
Sitne  diiy  ht-'Ii  he  a  great  chic^  auj  lead  Ihc  ariuy  of  Kiiur 

"Tut — tut — Mingo;  Harry  Hurry  i*  Harry  Huny,  and 
jou'U  never  niiike  more  than  a  corporal  of  iiim,  if  jou  do  that. 
H.;'s  tjill  enongh,  of  a  sartiunty  ;  but  that's  of  no  use,  as  he 
oiily  liits  his  hfvid  ag'in  the  branohea  ns  he  goes  tlirough  the 
furi'at.  lie's  stroni;,  too  ;  but  a  strong  body  ibu'I  a  strong  head, 
and  the  king's  geiiurals  are  not  chosen  for  their  sinews.  He's 
swift,  if  you  will,  but  a  rilie-bullet  is  swifter ;  and  as  for  f  erce- 
iivfs,  it's  no  grciit  ricominend  to  a  soldier  ;  they  that  think  tboy 
fci.'l  the  stouti'st,  oftijii  givin'  out  at  the  pinch.  No — no — you'll 
iii'ver  maku  Hurry's  sualp  |itias  &>t  more  than  a  good  h(jad  uT 
I'urly  hair,  and  a  rattle[>atti  beneath  it !" 

"  My  old  prisoner  very  wise— king  of  the  lake — great  warrior. 
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would  be  usclem  to  relate  more  than  the  substance  of  the  desul- 
tory* dialogue  that  followed,  in  which  the  Indian  manifested  no 
little  management,  in  endeavoring  to  recover  the  ground  lost 
under  the  influence  of  8uq)rise.  He  even  aftected  to  doubt 
whether  any  original  for  the  image  of  the  beast  existed,  and 
asserted  that  the  oldest  Indian  had  never  heard  a  tradition  of 
any  such  animal.  Little  did  either  of  tlicm  imagine  at  the 
time  that  long  ere  a  century  elaj)sed,  the  progress  of  civilization 
would  bring  even  much  more  extraordinary  and  rare  animals 
into  that  n^gion,  as  curiosities  to  be  gazed  at  by  the  curious, 
and  that  the  particular  beast  j\bout  which  the  disputants  con- 
tended, would  be  seim  laving  its  sides  and  swimming  in  the 
very  sheet  of  water  on  which  they  had  met.*  As  w  not  uncom- 
mon on  such  occasions,  one  of  the  parties  got  a  little  warm  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion ;  for  Deerslayer  met  all  the  arguments 
and  prevarications  of  his  subtle  oj^ponent  with  his  own  coo\ 
directness  of  manner  and  unmoved  love  of  truth.  What  an 
elephant  was  he  knew  little  better  than  the  savage ;  but  he 
|>erfectly  understood  that  the  carved  pieces  of  ivory  must  have 
some  such  value  in  the  eyes  of  an  Iroquois  as  a  bag  of  gold,  or 
a  package  of  l)eaver-skins,  would  in  those  of  a  trad<T.  Under 
the  circumstances,  therefore,  he  felt  it  to  be  prudent  not  to  con- 
cede too  much  at  first,  since  there  existed  a  nearly  unconquera- 
ble obstacle  to  making  the  transfers,  even  after  the  contracting 
parties  had  actually  agreed  upon  the  terms.  Keeping  this  diffi- 
culty in  new,  he  held  the  extra  chessmen  in  reserve  as  a 
means  of  smoothing  any  difficulty  in  the  moment  of  need. 

At  length  the  savage  pretended  that  further  negotiation  was 
useless,  since  he  could  not  be  so  unjust  to  his  tribe  as  to  part 
with  the  honor  and  emoluments  of  two  excellent,  full  grown 
male  scalj^,  for  a  consideration  so  trifling  as  a  toy  like  that  he  had 
seen — and  he  prepared  to  tike  his  departure.  Both  parties 
now  felt  as  men  are  wont  to  feel,  when  a  bargain  that  each  is 

*  The  Otac^  Is  a  favorite  place  for  Uie  caravan  krepeni  to  let  their  elephants 
bathe.    The  writer  has  seen  two  at  a  time,  since  the  publication  of  this  liook,  swim 
ming  aboat  in  conpany. 

12 
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anxious  to  contliidi',  is  on  the  eve  of  being  broken  off  in  conse' 
quenco  of  too  mucli  pertinacity  in  tbc  way  of  management. 
The  efiect  of  the  disap] •ointment  was  very  differont,  however, 
on  the  reapoctive  in(li^^^iHsla.  Deerslayer  wns  tuorljfied,  (ind 
filled  witK  regret ;  for  lie  not  only  felt  for  the  priaonem,  but  b« 
iil<u  fell  deeply  for  the  two  girU.  The  conclusion  of  tlie  treaty, 
tlnTi'fore,  left  hirn  iiiolaucholy  and  full  of  rcgreL  With  the 
savajTC,  Ills  defciit  produced  the  desire  of  revenge.  In  a  mo- 
ment of  excitement,  he  loudly  announced  his  intention  to  say  no 
more  ;  and  he  felt  equally  enraged  with  himself  and  with  hlB 
ciK)l  opponent,  thul  he  had  permitted  a  pnle-fucc  to  manifest 
more  inditferenec  and  self-command  than  an  Indian  chiet 
"When  lie  began  to  urge  his  raft  away  from  the  platform,  his 
countenance  lowered,  and  his  eye  glowed  even  while  he  ^ected 
a  ainile  of  nmily  and  a  gesture  of  courtesy,  at  parting. 

It  took  Kome  lilile  IJmc  to  overcome  the  via  intrtiit  of  the 
lo^,  and  while  this  wu<t  doing  by  the  silent  Indian,  Iliveuoak 
Kl.'ilked  oier  the  heniloek  boughs  that  layibetween  the  lii^js,  in 
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evident,  hv  tlw  >ii(l(l»'ii  nianiuT  in  whirh  lii>  ll-i-t  (.-ra^ftl  tli(  i 
treacherous  occupation,  and  iu  which  the  countenance  of  Kiven 
oak  changed  from  sullen  ferocity  to  a  smile  of  courtesy,  that  th< 
call  of  the  girl  was  understood.  Signing  to  his  companion  U 
oease  his  efforts  to  set  the  logs  in  motion,  he  advanced  to  th< 
end  of  the  raft  which  was  nearest  to  the  platform,  and  8i)oke. 

"  Why  should  Rivenoak  and  his  brother  leave  any  clouc 
between  them  ?"  he  said.  "  They  are  both  wise,  both  brave 
and  both  generous ;  they  ought  to  part  friends.  One  beas 
shall  be  the  price  of  one  prisoner.'' 

"  And,  Mingo,"  answered  the  other,  delighted  to  renew  th< 
negotiation  on  almost  any  terms,  and  determined  to  clench  th< 
bargain  if  possible  by  a  little  extra  lilx>rality,  "you'll  see  that  i 
pale- face  knows  how  to  pay  a  full  price,  when  he  trades  with  ar 
open  heart  and  an  o[>en  hand.  Ke^j)  the  Ix'ast  that  you  hac 
forgotten  to  give  back  to  m«.»,  as  you  was  al)Out  to  start,  anc 
which  I  forgot  to  ask  for,  on  jiccount  of  consarn  at  parting  ir 
anger.  Show  it  to  your  chiefs.  WIkmi  you  bring  us  our  fri'ndi 
two  more  shall  be  added  to  it — and — "  hesitating  a  moment  it 
distrust  of  the  exjiediency  of  so  great  a  concession,  then  decid 
ing  in  its  favor — **  and,  if  we  see  them  afore  the  sun  sets,  w( 
may  find  a  fourth  to  make  up  an  even  number." 

This  settled  the  matter.  Every  gleam  of  discontent  vanished 
firom  the  dark  countenance  of  the  Inxpiois,  and  he  smiled  at 
graciously,  if  not  as  sweetly,  as  Judith  Hutter  herself.  Th( 
piece  already  in  his  possession  was  again  examined,  and  ar 
ejaculation  of  pleasure  showed  how  nmch  he  was  pleased  witl 
this  unexpected  termination  of  the  affair.  In  point  of  fact,  botl 
be  and  Deerslayor  had  momentarily  fi)rgotten  what  had  become 
of  the  subject  of  their  discussion,  in  the  warmth  of  their  feelings ; 
bot  such  had  not  been  the  case  with  Rivenoak's  companion 
This  man  retained  the  piece,  and  had  fully  made  up  his  mind 
were  it  claimed  under  such  circumstances  as  to  render  its  retun 
n«t*^»ssary,  to  drop  it  in  tlie  lake,  trusting  to  his  bein</  able  tc 
find  it  again  at  some  future  day.  This  desperate  expedient 
however,  was  no  longer  neoeasary ;  and,  after  repeating  the 
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lomis  of  agreement,  and  profiiSRiHg-  to  undetsland  them,  tlifl  two 
Indinns  linHlly  took  lliu-ir  departure,  inoviiig  slowly  towaidi  the 

"  Gun  all)*  ^litli  be  put  in  socli  wretches  V  iisked  Juditli,  when 
she  and  Detty  had  come  out  on  the  jilatlorm,  and  were  atandiog 
it  the  sidi-  iif  IJci  relayer  watcliiog  the  dull  movemeiit  of  tho 
lo^  "  ^\  ill  ihey  not  rather  keep  tlie  toy  they  have,  and  send 
Us  oft  soiui  bloody  proofe  of  their  gi'tting  the  belter  of  us  in 
mnnmir,  by  iray  of  boasting  I  I've  heard  of  aetfi  ax  bad  as 
this  " 

"  No  d  ubt — Judith  ;  no  manner  of  doubt,  if  it  wasn't  fur 
Iidi  111  natur'  But  I'm  nojudge  of  a  red-skin,  if  that  two-titilcd 
b<  i><t  docsri  t  set  the  whole  iribu  in  somi:  such  stir  as  a  stidi 
riiiHi's  m  a.  l)eehi\o '  Now,  there's  the  Sarpent;  a  man  with 
mrses  hke  flint,  and  no  mora  cur'osity  in  pvery-day  consam 
than  u>  belittin^  pruili  nee. — Why  he  was  so  overeome  with  the 
sight  of  the  ereutur',  carved  as  it  is  in  bone,  that  I  fell  ashamed 
for  liim  !  That's  jaiit  their  gifls,  however,  and  one  can't  well 
j^LwrvUiUi   ,■>  miiii   f»r  I,i>  frlfis,  «h,-o  t!i,.y  :ir,-  lu«ful     Chin- 
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in  the  whole  Bible,  and  you  see  what  they  have  done 
already." 

The  hunt<?r,  as  he  always  did,  listened  kindly  and  even  aflfec- 
tionately  to  Iletty's  remarks ;  then  he  inus<*d  a  moment  in 
silence.  There  wjus  s<^>methin!^  like  a  flush  on  his  chiKik,  as  he 
answered,  after  quite  a  minute  had  passed. 

"  I  don't  know  whether  a  white  man  oui^ht  to  be  ashamed  or 
not,  to  own  he  can't  read ;  but  such  is  my  case,  Judith.  You 
are  skilful,  I  find,  in  all  such  matters,  while  I  have  only  studied 
the  hand  of  Ood,  as  it  is  seen  in  the  hills  and  the  valleys,  the 
mountain-to])8,  the  stream^,  the  forest,  and  the  springs.  Much 
i'aming  may  be  got  in  this  way,  as  well  as  out  of  books ;  and 
yet,  I  sometimes  think  it  is  a  white  man's  gift  to  read !  When 
I  hear  from  the  mouths  of  the  Moravians  the  words  of  which 
Hetty  speaks,  they  raise  a  lon^^ng  in  my  mind,  and  1  think  I 
mil  know  how  to  nad  'em  myself;  but  the  game  in  summer, 
and  the  traditions,  and  lessons  in  war,  and  other  matters,  have 
always  kept  me  lx»hindhand." 

"Shall  I  teach  you,  Deei-slayer ?"  a«^ked  Hetty,  earnestly. 
"I'm  weak-minded,  they  say,  but  I  can  read  as  well  as  Judith. 
It  might  save  your  life,  to  know  how  to  read  the  Bible  to  the 
savages,  and  it  will  cert'iinly  save  your  soul ;  for  mother  told 
me  thatj  again  and  again !" 

"  TliankcH?,  Hetty — yes,  thankee,  with  all  my  lieart.  Tliere 
are  like  to  be  too  stirring  times  for  much  idleness ;  but,  after 
it's  peace,  and  I  come  to  see  you  ag'in  on  this  lake,  then  I'll 
give  myself  up  to  it,  jus  if  'twas  j>leasure  and  profit,  in  a  single 
business.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  be  ashamed,  Judith,  that  'tis  so ; 
but  truth  is  truth.  As  for  these  Iroquois,  'tisn't  very  hkely 
they'll  forget  a  beast  with  two  tails,  on  account  of  a  varse  or 
two  from  the  Bible.  I  rather  expect  they'll  give  up  the 
[)risoner8,  and  trust  to  some  sarcumvention  or  other  to  get  'em 
back  ag'in,  with  us  and  all  in  tlic  castle,  and  the  ark  in  the  ba^ 
gain.  Howsever,  we  must  humor  the  vagabonds  fii-st,  to  get 
your  father  and  Hurry  out  of  their  hands,  and  next,  to  keep  the 
peace  atweeu  us,  until  such  time  as  the  S:ir|  ent  tlieie  can  make 
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out  lo  get  off  hb  betrothed  wife.  If  there's  amy  sudden  ont- 
brcakin'  of  anj^'cr  and  fc-rociiy,  tbe  ludlans  will  aond  off  all  Ihrir 
women  and  cliiUren  lo  the  eamii,  at  onct? ;  whereas,  by  keeping 
Vtn  cnlin  mid  trustful,  we  may  manage  to  meet  Hist  at  the 
$]njt  she  bcii  mentioned.  Rather  than  have  the  bargain  fall 
ibrougb  now,  I'd  throw  in  Ijalf  a  dozen  of  them  effigy  lajw-and- 
arriiw  men.  such  as  we've  in  ])lenly  in  the  ohist." 

Judith  uheerfully  AsKenled,  fjr  she  nould  bave  rusigiiisd  ov«n 
(he  flowered  broc^e,  rather  than  not  redeem  her  fiitlier  and 
[Aen^-  Deerelaver. 

The  prosj)ecls  of  success  were  now  so  encouraging  as  to 
raise  llie  spirits  of  all  in  tlie  castle,  though  a  due  watchfulnees 
on  tlie  movements  of  the  enemy  was  maintained.  Hour  pa.ssed 
alter  hour,  not  withstanding,  and  the  sun  had  once  mor«  begun 
to  fall  tuwurde  the  summits  of  the  western  hills,  and  yel  nn 
signs  were  seen  of  the  return  of  the  ntfu  By  dint  of  sweejiing 
the  shore  witli  the  glass,  Deerslayer  at  lenglli  discovered  .i  jiliice 
in  tlic  dense  iinJ  dark  woods,  where,  lie  eniertained  no  doubt, 
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the  sun  had  finally  disappeared,  the  two  logs  were  seen  coming 
out  of  the  thicket  again ;  and,  as  it  drew  near,  Judith  announce  li 
tliat  her  father  and  Hurry,  both  of  them  pinioned,  lay  on  t\w 
bushes  in  the  centre.  As  before,  the  Indians  were  rowing.  Tlw 
latter  seemed  to  be  conscious  that  the  lateness  of  the  liour 
demanded  unusual  exertions,  and  contrary  to  the  habits  of  th<*ir 
l>eoj)le,  w\h)  are  ever  averse  to  toil,  they  labored  hard  at  the 
rude  substitutes  for  oars.  In  consequence  of  this  diligence  the 
rafl  occupied  its  old  sUition  in  al)out  half  the  time  that  had  been 
taken  in  tlu^  previous  visits. 

Even  after  the  conditions  were  so  well  understood,  and  matters 
had  proceeded  so  far,  the  actual  transfer  of  the  prisoners  was 
not  a  duty  to  be  executed  without  difticulty.  Tholroquoi:i  were 
comj)elled  to  j)lace  great  reliance  on  the  good  fiiith  of  their  foes, 
though  it  was  reluctiuitly  given,  and  wjis  yielded  to  necessity 
rather  than  to  confidence.  *Vs  soon  as  Ilutter  and  Hurry  should 
be  released  the  party  in  the  castle  numlxTed  two  to  one,  as 
opposed  to  those  on  the  raft,  an<]  (?scai»e  by  flight  was  out  of 
the  question,  as  the  former  had  three  bark  ciuioes,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  defenc<*s  of  the  hoiuse  and  the  ark.  All  this  was  under- 
stood by  both  parties,  and  it  is  probable  the  arrangement  never 
could  have  been  comj)l«»U*d,  had  not  the  honest  counttmance  and 
miumer  of  Deerslayer  wrought  their  usual  eftecton  Kivenoak. 

"My  brother  knows  I  put  faith  in  him'^  said  the  latter  Jis  ho 
advanced  with  Ilutter,  wlu^cj  legs  had  been  releju»ed  to  enable 
the  old  man  to  ascend  to  the  platform.  "One scalp — one  more 
bcist." 

"  Stop,  Mingo,"  ititerrupted  the  hunter,  "  keep  your  prisoner 
a  moment     I  have  to  go  and  seek  the  means  of  payment" 

This  excuse,  however,  though  true  in  part^  was  principally  a 
fetch.  Deerslayer  left  the  ])latform,  and  entering  the  house,  ho 
directed  Judith  to  collect  all  the  arm<,  and  to  conceal  them  in 
her  own  room.  He  then  spoke  earnestly  to  the  Delaware,  who 
Mood  on  guard  as  before,  near  the  entrance*  of  the  building,  put 
the  three  remaining  castles  in  liis  p(X'k<*t,  and  return(Kl. 

"You  are  wele<jme  back  to  your  old  alxnle,  Master  Ilutter," 
wd  Deerslayer,  as  he  helped  the  other  u^.  «^x\  O.,o  \\\\\.Wkv^^Vj 


M 


u  the  hnnd  of  Rivenoak,  ut  the  some  time,  nnotlier  of 

"  You'll  find  jour  darters  right  gUJ  to  see  you ; 

;   Utttj-  i^omu   hersL'lf  to  s»y  ns   inUL-li  iu   her  owu 


lli-ru  the  hunter  stopped  speaking  a&d  broke  out  into  a  henrtv 
fit  ijf  liifl  siltnt  and  jicculiar  laughter.  Hurry's  li^  were  just 
rfl<-;LSL-d,  nnd  he  h:id  been  plseed  on  Lis  feet  So  lightly  had 
tJie  ligittures  been  drawn,  Uiut  the  use  of  hb  limbs  wu  not 
iiiimi'diutcly  recovered,  and  the  young  giant  jireseated,  in  good 
soiilh,a  very  helpless  and  a  somewhat  ludicrous  picture.  Itwa# 
tJiia  unusuaJ  speclaclo,  particularly  the  bewildered  coaDteoance, 
tlijit  excited  the  merriment  of  Deeralnyer. 

•'  You  look  like  a  girdletl  pine  in  a  clearin',  Harry  Hurry,  ilvji 
is  rufking  in  a  g»le,"  said  Deerslayer,  checking  his  unsea»)nable 
niirth,  more  from  delicacy  (o  the  others  than  from  any  re^^pect 
to  ihc  liberated  captive.  "  I'm  glad,  howsever,  to  see  thai  vou 
hriven't  had  your  L^r  dressed  by  any  of  the  Iroquois  barbers,  in 
your  liilo  visit  to  their  camp." 

"lliitk.-v.   rK'H>k.VLT,"  r..ULri...Ml   t!io  ..t]u'r.  :i  llttl.-  fi.TMv  ; 
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to  help  the  returning  circulation.  Tliey  had  been  tethered  too 
long,  however,  to  regain  the  use  of  their  limbn  in  a  moment; 
and  the  Indians  being  quite  as  diligent  on  their  return  as  on 
their  advance,  the  rafl  was  fully  a  hundred  yards  from  the  castle 
when  Hurry,  turning  accidentally  in  that  direction,  discovered 
how  fast  it  was  getting  beyond  the  reach  of  his  vengeance.  By 
this  time  he  could  move  with  tolerable  facihty,  though  still 
numb  and  awkward.  Without  considering  his  own  situation, 
however,  he  seizt^d  the  rifle  that  leaned  against  the  shoulder  of 
Deerslayer,  and  attomptt^d  to  cock  and  present  it.  The  young 
hunter  was  too  quick  for  him.  Seizing  the  piece  he  wrenched  it 
from  the  hatids  of  the  giant ;  not,  however,  until  it  had  gone  off 
in  the  struggle,  when  jminted  directly  upwards.  It  is  probable 
that  Deerslayer  c*m\d  have  prevailed  in  such  a  contest,  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  Ilurry^s  limbs ;  but  the  instant  the 
gun  went  off  the  latter  yielded,  and  stumped  towards  the  house, 
raising  his  legs  at  each  step  (^uite  a  foot  from  the  ground,  from 
an  uncertainty  of  the  actual  ])Osition  of  his  feet  But  he  had 
been  anticipated  by  Judith.  The  whole  stock  of  Ilutter's  arms, 
which  had  been  left  in  the  building  as  a  resource  in  the  event 
of  a  sudden  outbreaking  of  hostilities,  had  been  removed,  and 
were  already  secreted,  agreeably  to  Deerslayer's  diri^ctions.  In 
consequence  of  this  precaution,  no  means  offered  by  which  March 
could  put  his  di'signs  in  execution. 

Disappointed  in  his  vengeance.  Hurry  seated  himself,  and  like 
Hutter,  for  half  an  hour,  he  was  too  much  occupied  in  endeavor- 
ing to  restore  the  circulation,  and  in  regaining  the  use  of  his 
limbs,  to  indulge  in  any  other  reflections.  By  the  end  of  this 
time  the  raft  had  disappeared,  and  night  was  beginning  to 
throw  her  shadows  once  more  over  the  whole  sylvan  scene. 
Before  darkness  had  completely  set  in,  and  while  the  girls  were 
preparing  the  evening  meal,  Deerslayer  related  to  Hutter  an 
outline  of  the  events  that  had  tiken  place,  and  gave  him  a 
history  of  the  means  he  had  adopted  for  the  security  of  his 
children  and  property. 

12* 


CH.UTEK  XV. 


nods  and  lanfalLd  kynis. 


Ti!E  calm  of  pvciiing  was  ngain  in  singular  contrast,  while  ita 
y;atlieritig  glDuiii  wils  iu  as  singular  utiixon  with  thi'  i)a.<^OTi9  of 
men.  Th<!  sun  was  set,  and  tho  rays  of  tlie  reliriiig  luminary 
WiiK((l  t(i  gnld   the  edgvs  of  the  few  clouds  tlint  had  sufficient 
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lively  pictures  of  felicitj  in  the  prospect  of  so  soon  regaining  his 
betrothed.  Under  such  circumstances,  and  in  this  mood,  all 
were  taking  the  eveninij  meal. 

**  Old  Tom  !"  cried  Hurry,  ]>ursting  into  a  fit  of  Innsterou- 
laughter,  "  you  looked  amazin'ly  like  a  tethered  b<*ar,  as  you  wa-* 
stroiclied  on  them  hemlock  boughs,  and  I  only  wonder  you 
diihi't  growl  n^ore.  W(.*ll,  it's  over,  and  syth's  and  lamentations 
won't  mend  the  matter  I  There's  the  bhickgiiard  Rivenoak,  he 
that  brought  us  otl',  has  an  oncommon  scalp,  and  Pd  give  Jis 
nuich  for  it  myself  as  the  Colony.  Yes,  I  feel  its  rich  as  the 
governor,  in  these  matters  now,  and  will  lay  down  with  them 
doubloon  for  doubloon.  Judith,  darling,  did  you  mourn  for  me 
much,  when  1  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Philipsteins  ?" 

The  last  were  a  family  of  (ierman  descent  on  the  Mohawk, 
to  whom  Hurry  had  a  great  antipathy,  and  whom  he  had 
confounded  with  the  enemies  of  Judea. 

**  Our  tears  have  raised  the  lake,  Harry  March,  as  you  might 
have  seen  by  the  shore  r  returned  Judith,  with  a  feigned  levity 
that  she  was  far  from  feeling.  "That  Hetty  and  I  should  have 
grieved  for  father,  was  to  be  expi'cted ;  but  we  fairly  rained 
tears  for  you." 

"  We   were  sorry   for   poor  Hurry,   as   well  as   for  father, 
.Judith  !"  put  in  her  innocent  and  unconscious  sister. 

'*  True,  girl,  true ;  but  we  feel  sorrojv  for  everybody  that's  in 
trouble,  you  know,"  returned  the  other  in  a  quick,  admonitory 
manner,  and  a  low  tone.  "Nevertheless,  wo  are  glad  to  see 
you.  Master  March,  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philipsteins, 
too." 

"  Yes,  they're  a  bad  set,  and  so  is  the  other  brood  of  'em, 
down  on  the  river.  It's  a  wonderment  to  me  how  you  got  us 
otf,  Deerslayer;  and  I  forgive  you  the  interference  that 
l.re>ented  my  doin'  justice  on  that  vagabond,  for  this  small 
sarvice.  Let  as  into  the  secret,  that  we  may  do  you  tlio  same 
good  turn,  at  need.     Was  it  by  lying,  or  by  cojixing  ?" 

"  By  neither,  Hurry,  but  by  buying.  We  paid  a  ransom  for 
you  both,  and  that,  too,  at  a  price  so  high,  you  had  well  be  on 
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your  gu.-irii  a^'io  anuthi^r  captyvement,  Icat  our  slock  of  ){ood> 
shouldn't  huM  uuL" 

"  A  r.insora ! — Old  Tom  lias  paid  the  fiddler,  llien.  for 
notUing  of  minu  nould  iia\'-i  buuglit  otT  the  hair,  much  less  the 
skin.  I  didu't  iLink  men  as  ki^n  set  as  tbein  vugnbonds 
woultl  let  a  fillow  up  so  eaij.  when  tlitjy  had  Uini  fairly  at  a 
close  hii^.  and  fi.xired.  But  money  in  money,  and  somehow  it'a 
uniiat'rHl  liaril  to  withstand.  Injio,  or  white  man,  'tis  pretty 
miiuh  the  sHnit>.  It  mn^t  be  owned,  Judith,  there's  a  coo- 
sidernljlo  uf  hucnnn  nntur*  in  numkind  ginirally,  arter  all  T 

UutliT  now  rose,  and  signing  to  DeersUyer,  he  led  hira  to  aii 
inner  room,  nhere,  in  answer  tii  his  tjue^ons,  be  first  kanied 
the  price  that  Imd  been  paid  for  his  release.  The  old  man 
ejijiressed  neither  resentment  nor  surprise  at  the  inroad  that  had 
been  made  on  his  chest,  though  fae  did  manifest  some  curiosity 
U>  know  how  far  the  investii^tion  of  it»  contents  had  beea 
carried.  H«  also  inijuired  where  the  key  had  been  Giund.  The 
haljiliial  frniikne^  of  Deerelayer  prevented  .iny  prevarication,  and 
jiifereiio.'  S.JIJI1  jfrniinat^^  by  the  return  of  the  two  to  tlie 
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to  a  bhiziiig  knot  of  pine  that  lay  on  tho  hearth,  and  which 
gave  out  all  the  hght  there  was  in  the  room,  ascertained  that 
the  ends  of  the  several  sticks  had  been  dipped  in  blood. 

"  If  this  isn't  plain  English,"  said  tho  reckless  frontier  man, 
"  it's  phiin  Injin  !  Uere's  what  they  cfxll  a  dicliration  of  war, 
down  at  York,  Judith,  llow  did  you  come  by  this  defiance, 
DciTslayer  ?" 

'*  Fairly  enough.  It  lay,  not  a  minut'  since,  in  what  you  call 
Floatin'  Tom's  door  vard." 

**  IIow  came  it  there  ?  It  never  fell  from  the  clouds,  Judith, 
a*  little  toads  sonu-times  do,  and  then  it  don't  rain.  You  must 
prove  where  it  come  from,  Deerslayer,  or  we  shall  suspect  some 
design  to  skear  them  that  would  have  lost  their  wits  long  ago, 
if  fear  could  drive  'em  awav." 

De<*r8layer  had  aj>proached  a  window,  and  cast  a  glance  out 
of  it  on  the  dark  a<ip(?ct  of  the  lake.  As  if  satisfied  with  what 
ho  beheld,  he  drew  near  Hurrv  and  took  the  bundle  of  sticka 
into  his  own  hand,  examining  it  attentively. 

"  Yes,  this  is  an  Indian  declaration  of  war,  sure  enough,^  he 
said,  "  and  it's  a  ])ro(>f  how  little  you're  suited  to  Ixi  on  the 
path  it  has  travelled,  Uarry  March,  that  it  has  got  here,  and 
you  never  the  wiser  as  to  the  means.  The  savages  may  have 
left  the  scalp  on  your  head,  but  they  must  have  taken  oflf  the 
ears  ;  else  you'd  have  heard  the  stirring  of  the  water  marie  by 
the  lad  as  he  come  oft*  ag'in,  on  his  two  logs.  His  ar'n'd  was 
to  throw  these  sticks  at  our  door,  as  much  as  to  say,  we've 
struck  the  war-post  since  tlie  trade,  and  the  next  thing  will  bo 
to  strike  yow." 

"  The  prowling  wolves  I  But  hand  me  that  rifle,  Judith,  and 
I'll  send  an  answer  back  to  the  vagabonds  through  their  mes- 
8«mj;er." 

"  Not  Arhile  I  stand  by.  Master  March,"  coolly  put  in  Deer- 
slayer,  motioning  for  the  other  to  fi>rbear.  **  Faith  is  foith, 
whether  given  to  a  red-skin  or  to  a  Christian.  The  lad  lighted 
a  knot,  and  came  off  fiiirly,  under  its  blaze,  to  give  us  this 
warning ;  and  no  man  hero  should  harm  him  while  empPyed 
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on  ^uoh  an  ar'n't!.  Tliere's  no  use  in  words,  for  the  boy  b  too 
cunning  U>  li'avo  tlie  knot  burning,  now  hia  busin«sii  is  done, 
and  thu  iiiglit  is  nlrejidy  too  dark  for  a  rifle  lo  bavo  any 
sartBinty." 

"  Tliiit  may  be  true  enough,  as  to  a  gun,  but  thert^'a  \irtue 
slill  in  n  ciinoe."  answered  Hitrry,  passing  towards  the  duor 
with  eiiomioiis  stridefi,  currying  a  rifle  in  his  hands.  "  The 
being  doesn't  live  lltat  shall  stop  me  from  following,  and  brings 
ing  bsck  llint  riplyle's  so.ilp.  The  more  on  'em  Uiiit  jiiu  crusb 
iu  the  pr^,  llie  fewer  there'll  be  to  dart  at  you  in  llie  woods!" 

■fudith  trembled  like  the  aspen,  she  scarce  knew  why  hi'reoJf, 
lliough  there  was  the  ]>rospecl  of  a  scene  of  violence  ;  for,  if 
Rurry  was  fierce  and  overbearing  in  tiie  consciousness  of  hia 
vKst  i^tniiigth,  Deerslayer  had  about  bim  the  cslm  dctcrmina- 
liuii  that  })roTi)ises  greater  (lerseverance,  and  a  resolution  inor« 
likely  to  effi-tt  its  objecl.  It  wjw  the  stem,  resolute  eye  of  the 
latter,  ratjier  tlian  tiio  noisy  vehemence  of  the  first,  that  excited 
lier  npprehensiuns.  Hurry  soon  readied  tlie  spot  wheri;  the 
lied,  but  not  before  Deerslarer  had  si 
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of  the  chief^  and  lie,  too,  knew  that  sucli  a  man  was  not  to  be 
outraged  with  impunity ;  he,  therefore,  turned  to  vent  liis  ra^e 
on  Deershiycr,  wliere  lie  foresaw  no  const»quenexjs  so  terrible. 
What  mii^ht  have  been  the  result  of  this  seconl  demonstration, 
if  comj)leted,  is  unknown,  since  it  was  never  made. 

"  Hurry,"  said  a  gentle,  soothing  voice  at  his  elbow,  "  it's 
wicked  to  be  so  angry,  and  God  will  not  overlook  it.  The 
Iroquois  treated  you  well,  and  they  didn't  take  your  scalp, 
thou:rb  vou  and  father  wanted  to  tike  ihelrsr 

The  influence  of  mildness  on  passion  is  well  known.  Hetty, 
t<x>,  hai.1  earned  a  sort  of  coitsideration,  that  had  never  before 
been  enjoyed  by  her,  through  the  self  devotion  and  decision  of 
her  recent  conduct.  Perhaj)s  her  esUiblished  mental  imbecility, 
by  removing  all  distrust  of  a  wish  to  control,  aideil  her  influence. 
JjCt  the  cause  be  as  questionable  as  it  might,  the  effect  was  suf- 
ficiently certiiin.  Instead  of  throttling  his  old  fellow-traveller, 
Hurry  turned  to  the  girl,  and  poured  out  a  portion  of  his  dis- 
content, if  none  of  his  anger,  in  her  attentive  ears. 

**'Tis  too  bad,  Hetty  !"  he  exclaimed  ;  "as  bad  as  a  county 
jail,  or  a  lack  of  b«iaver,  to  get  a  creatur'  into  your  very  trap, 
and  then  to  see  it  get  off".  As  much  as  six  first  quality  skins, 
in  valie,  has  paddled  oflf  on  them  clumsy  logs,  when  twenty 
strokes  of  a  well-turned  paddle  would  overtake  'em.  I  say  iu 
valie,  for  as  to  the  boy  in  the  way  of  natur',  he  is  only  a  boy, 
and  is  worth  neither  more  nor  less  than  one.  Deerslayer, 
youVe  bi-en  ontrue  to  your  fri'nds  in  letting  such  a  chance  slip 
through  my  fingers  as  well  as  your  own." 

The  answer  was  given  quietly,  but  with  a  voice  as  steady  as 
a  fearless  nature  and  the  consciousness  of  rectitude  could  make 
it.  "I  should  have  l>e«*n  ontrue  to  the  right,  had  I  done 
otlierwise,"  returned  the  Deerslayer,  steadily  ;  "  and  neither  you 
nor  any  other  man  has  authority  to  demand  that  much  of  me. 
The  lad  came  on  a  huvful  business,  and  the  meanest  red-skio 
that  roams  the  woods  would  be  ashamed  of  not  respecting  hia 
ar'n'd.    But  he's  now  far  beyond  your  reach.  Master  March, 
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and  Llipi'i:'s  little  use  in  talking,  like  a  couple  of  women,  of  wbat 
can  nu  lonj^iT  be  helped." 

S(i  saying,  Dii'erHlayer  turnoJ  away,  like  one  reeolvLil  to 
u-;iste  no  more  worJs  on  tlie  subjwt,  wliile  Hutler  pulled  llariy 
by  tlie  slciiie,  aiii]  led  him  into  the  ark.  There  they  sat  long 
m  privnte  coufcreucc.  In  the  meantime,  the  Indian  and  Lis 
frieDd  had  tlieir  secret  conBultation ;  for,  though  it  wanted  some 
tlirce  or  fuur  Lours  to  the  ri-Mng  of  the  star,  the  former  o.iuld 
not  nbiitain  irom  CJinva.s.''iug  hin  scheme,  and  from  opening  his 
heart  to  the  otlier.  Juditli,  loo,  yielded  to  Lit  softer  feelings, 
and  listi-ned  to  the  wLole  of  Hetty's  artless  narrative  of  what 
occurred  aftor  she  had  landed.  The  woods  had  few  terrors  for 
either  of  thi.'so  girU,  educated  as  tLcy  Lad  been,  and  accus- 
tomed as  they  were  to  look  out  duly  at  their  rioL  expanse,  or 
to  wander  beneath  their  dark  shades ;  but  the  elder  uster  felt 
thiit  she  would  have  hesitated  about  thus  venturing  alone  into 
an  rn>quois  camp.  Conwming  Hist,  Hetty  waa  not  very  cont- 
muriicjitive.  She  spoke  of  her  kindness  and  gentleness,  and  of 
ihi'  I iin'_'  ill  till'  liiri-st;  luit  the  secret  of  Chiagachffook  waa 
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lliese  communications  made,  everything  proceeded  promptly, 
and  with  inteni<^cnco :  the  castle  was  secured  in  the  manner 
iilready  described,  the  canoes  were  withdrawn  from  the  dock 
aud  fasteneil  to  the  ark  by  the  side  of  the  other ;  the  few  neces- 
saries that  had  been  left  in  the  house  were  transferred  to  the 
cabin,  the  fire  w:is  extinguished,  and  all  embarked. 

The  vicinity  of  the  hills,  with  their  drapery  of  jnnes,  had  the 
effect  to  render  nights  that  were  obscure  darker  than  common 
on  the  lake.  As  usual,  however,  a  belt  of  comparative  light 
was  stretched  through  the  centre  of  the  she<»t,  while  it  was 
within  the  shadows  of  the  mountiiins  that  the  gloom  rested 
most  heavilv  on  the  water.  The  island  or  castle  stood  in  this 
Ix'lt  of  comparative*  light,  but  still  the  night  W2ts  so  dark  iis  to 
cover  the  departure  of  the  ark.  At  the  distance  of  an  obsen-er 
on  the  shore,  her  movements  ctnild  not  be  scn^n  at  all,  more  par- 
ticularly as  a  back-gr<jund  of  dark  hill-side  filled  up  the  i)er8j)ec- 
tive  of  every  view  that  was  taken  diagonally  or  directly  across 
the  water.  The  prevalent  wind  on  the  lakes  of  that  region  is 
wt*st,  but  owing  to  the  avenues  formed  by  the  mountiiins,  it  is 
frequently  ini|K>ssible  to  tell  the  true  direction  of  the  currents, 
as  they  often  var}'  within  short  distances,  and  brief  differences 
of  time.  This  is  truer  in  light  fluctuating  puff*  of  air  than  in 
ste«idy  breezes ;  though  the  squalls  of  even  the  latt<T  are 
familiarly  known  to  be  uncertain  and  baffling  in  all  mountjiin- 
ous  regions  and  narrow  waters.  On  the  i)resent  occasion, 
Ilutter  himself  (as  he  shoved  the  ark  from  her  berth  at  the  side 
of  the  platform)  was  at  a  loss  to  pronounce  which  way  the  wind 
blew.  In  common,  this  difficulty  was  solved  by  the  clouds, 
which,  floating  high  above  the  hill  tops,  as  a  matter  of  course 
ol)eyed  the  currents ;  but  now  the  whole  vault  of  heaven  seemed 
a  mass  of  gloomy  wall.  Not  an  opening  of  any  sort  was  visi- 
ble, and  Chingjichgook  was  already  trembling  lest  the  non-a|>- 
pearance  of  the  star  might  prevent  his  betrothed  from  being 
punctual  to  her  apix)intmcnt.  Under  these  circumstiinces,  Ilut- 
ter hoisted  his  sail,  seemingly  with  the  sole  intention  of  getting 
away  from  the  castle,  as  it  might  be  dangerous  to  remain  much 
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tritiimed,  it  w.a  fuiitiU  that  tlie  dirL-ctiuu  via 
townrds  the  ea-<teni  shore.  No  better  cu 
piirj>i)4i-s  of  tlie  paiWf,  the  unguhir  craft  « 
thb  surface  of  the  water  in  this  direction  fur  ii 
wliL-n  n  (rhunge  in  the  currents  of  the  i 
towiirii^  the  camp. 

DueTBhiycr  wiitched  all  the  movenieiits  of  Uutter  and  IlaRy 
with  JciUuus  iittention.  At  firet  be  did  not  know  whether  to 
ascribe  the  eotir<e  they  held  to  accident  or  to  design  ;  but  lie 
DOW  begun  to  suspect  the  latter.  FainiliHr  as  Uutter  was  with 
the  luke,  it  wna  eusy  to  deceive  one  who  bod  little  practice  on 
tlie  water ;  and  let  his  intetitiona  be  what  they  might,  it  wss 
evident,  ere  two  hours  hiid  elapsed,  that  the  ark  had  got  over 
Nufficii>nt  space  to  bo  within  a  hundred  rods  of  the  shore,  (U- 
rectly  ubrenst  of  the  known  poulion  of  the  camp.  For  a  con* 
siilendile  time  previously  to  reaching  this  poiot,  Ilurry,  who  had 
f,tMU':  k.iovvl.'diit  ul   the  AL'onoiiiu   hui^'u.^'v,  had  beL-n  in  cl.«c 
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williDg  to  abide  by  'em.  As  for  your  looking  for  ecalps,  it  be- 
longs to  your  gifts,  and  I  sec  no  hann  in  it  Bo  inarciful,  Sar- 
pent,  howsever ;  bo  niarciful,  I  beseocli  of  you.  It  surely  can 
do  no  hann  to  a  red-skin's  honor  to  show  a  little  marcy.  As  for 
the  old  man,  the  father  of  two  young  women,  who  might  ripen 
better  feolin's  in  his  heart,  and  Ilarry  March  here,  who,  pine  as 
he  is,  might  bettor  bear  the  fruit  of  a  more  christianized  tree,  as 
for  them  two,  I  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  the  white  man's  God. 
\YHsn't  it  for  tlie  bloody  sticks,  nt>  miin  should  go  ag'in  the 
MingoG  this  night,  seoin'  that  it  would  dishonor  our  faith  and 
characters ;  but*  them  that  crave  Uooil  can't  complain  if  blood 
is  slied  at  their  call.  Still,  Sarpont,  you  can  be  marci/u  ?.  Don't 
b^n  your  career  with  the  wails  of  women  and  the  cries  of 
children.  Bear  yourself  so  that  Hist  will  smile,  and  not  weep, 
when  she  meets  you.  Go,  then;  and  the  Manitou  presarve 
youl" 

"  My  brother  will  stay  here  with  the  scow.  Wah  !  will  soon 
bo  standing  on  the  shore  waiting,  and  Ohingachgook  must 
hasten." 

The  Indian  then  joined  his  two  co-adventurers,  and  first  lower- 
ing the  sail,  they  all  three  entered  a  canoe,  and  left  the  side  of 
the  ark.  Neither  llutter  nor  March  s|)oke  to  DeerRlayer  con- 
cerning their  object,  or  the  probable  lonnrth  of  their  absence. 
All  this  had  been  confided  to  the  Indian,  who  had  acquitted 
himself  of  the  trust  with  characteristic  brevity.  As  soon  as  tlie 
canoe  was  out  of  sight,  and  tluit  occurred  ere  the  paddles  had 
given  a  dozen  strokes,  Dcerslayer  made  the  best  dispositions  he 
could  to  keep  the  ark  as  nearly  stationary  as  possible ;  and  then  lie 
sat  down  in  the  end  of  the  scow,  to  chew  the  cud  of  his  own  bittor 
reflations.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  was  joined  by 
Judith,  who  sought  every  occasion  to  be  near  him,  managing 
her  attack  on  his  affections  with  the  address  that  was  suggested 
by  native  coquetry,  aided  by  no  little  practice,  but  which  re- 
ceived much  of  its  most  dangerous  power  from  the  touch  of 
feeling  that  throw  around  her  manner,  voice,  accents,  thoughts, 
and  acta,  the  indescribable  witchery  of  natural  tenderness.    Leav- 


ing  tbe  }*oung  hunt^^r  cxponcd  to  these  dangerous  tueuUnts,  it 
hns  become  our  more  immediate  business  to  follow  the  purty  iii 
tlio  canoe  to  Uic  sliorc. 

Tbe  coDtroIling  iullueiice  that  led  Hutler  and  Hurry  to 
rejieat  tLcir  experiment  agrunst  the  camp  waa  precisely  that 
which  had  induced  the  first  atleinpt,  x  little  heightened,  jxsr- 
hajis,  by  the  desire  of  reveuge.  But  neither  of  these  two  nide 
beings,  BO  ruthless  in  all  things  that  touched  the  righta  and 
inlpresta  of  the  red  man,  though  jtossesfliiig  veins  of  bunuin 
feeling  on  other  matl^re,  was  much  actuated  by  any  other 
desire  than  a  hearllcsa  longing  for  jirofit  Huny  hwd  felt 
angered  at  his  sufferings,  when  fint  liberated,  it  is  true,  but 
that  cniutiun  soon  dUappc»red  in  the  habitual  love  of  gold, 
■wliich  he  wrnght  wllli  the  reckless  avidity  of  a  needy  speud- 
Uirift,  rather  than  with  the  ceaseless  longings  of  a  tnieer.  Id 
short,  the  motive  that  urged  them  both  so  soon  to  go  against 
tlie  Hurons,  was  an  habitual  contempt  of  their  enemy,  acting 
cupidity   of   prodigality.     The    additional 
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(^proach  upon  the  camp.  The  Indian  was  on  the  lead,  his  two 
companions  treading  in  his  footsteps,  with  a  stealthy  cautious- 
ness of  maimer^  that  rendered  their  progress  almost  hterally 
noiseless.  Occasionally  a  dried  twig  sna]>ped  under  the  heavy 
weight  of  the  gigantic  Hurry,  or  the  blundering  clumsiness  of 
the  old  man  ;  but,  had  the  Indian  walked  on  air,  his  ste])  could 
not  have  seemed  lighter.  The  great  object  wjis  first  to  discover 
the  position  of  the  fire,  which  was  known  to  be  the  centre  of  the 
whole  encatnpment.  At  length  the  keen  eye  of  Chingachgook 
caught  a  glimpse  of  this  important  guide.  It  was  glimmering 
at  a  distance  amtmg  the  trunks  of  trees.  There  wiis  no  blaze, 
but  merely  a  single  smouldering  brand,  as  suited  the  hour ;  the 
savages  usually  retiring  and  rising  with  the  revolutions  of  the 
sun. 

As  soon  as  a  view  was  obtained  of  this  beacon,  the  progress 
of  the  adventurers  became  swifter  and  more  certnin.  In  a  few 
minutes  they  got  to  the  edge  of  the  circle  of  little  huts.  Ilere 
I'  "y  8top}K?d  to  survey  their  ground,  and  to  concert  their  move- 
i»:  'Uts.  The  darkness  was  so  deep  .as  to  render  it  difficult  to 
distinguish  anything  but  the  glowing  brand,  the  trunks  of  tlio 
nearest  trees,  and  the  endless  cimoj>y  of  leaves  that  veiled  the 
clouded  heaven.  It  was  ascertained,  however,  tliat  a  hut  was 
quite  near,  and  Chingachgook  attempted  to  reconnoitre  its 
interior.  The  manner  in  which  the  Indian  approached  the 
place  that  was  sup|>osed  to  contain  enemies,  resembled  the  wily 
advances  of  the  cat  on  the  bird.  As  he  drew  near,  he  stooped 
to  his  hands  and  knees,  fur  the  entrance  was  so  low  as  to 
require  this  attitude,  even  as  a  convenience.  Before  trusting 
his  head  inside,  however,  he  listened  long  to  catch  the  breath- 
ing of  sleepers.  No  soutid  was  audible,  and  tliis  human  Ser- 
j)ent  thrust  his  head  in  at  the  door,  or  opening,  as  another  ser- 
pent would  have  peered  in  on  the  nest  Nothing  rewarded  the 
hazardous  experiment ;  for,  atler  feeling  cautiously  witli  a  hand, 
the  place  was  found  to  be  empty. 

The  Delaware  pnx^eeded  in  the  same  guarded  manner  to  one 
or  two  more  of  the  huts,  finding  all  in  the  same  situatbn.     He 


tlien  returned  to  his  conipanioOE,  and  informed  them  thai  the 
riiirons  liad  di?scrtcci  their  camp.  A  little  further  in-juiry  cor- 
robunUed  tliis  fact,  and  it  only  remained  to  return  to  the  canoe. 
Tlie  different  manner  in  which  the  adventurers  bore  the  dis- 
appoiiitmeut,  is  wortLy  of  s  passing  remark.  The  cliief,  who 
had  landed  solely  with  tlie  hope  of  acquiring  renown,  stood 
stationary,  leaning  against  a  tree,  waiting  tlie  pleasure  of  his 
companions.  lie  was  iiiortjtiecl,  and  a  little  surpiriscd,  it  b 
trne;  but  he  bore  all  with  dignity,  Idling  back  for  support  oa 
the  sweeter  expectations  that  still  lay  in  reserve  for  that  even- 
ing. It  was  true,  he  could  nut  now  hope  to  meet  his  mistress 
with  the  |)roo&  of  his  daring  and  skill  on  his  person,  but  ho 
might  flill  hojui  to  meet  her;  and  the  warrior,  who  was  zealous 
in  the  search,  might  always  hope  to  be  honored.  On  the  other 
hand,  Uulter  and  Hurry,  who  had  been  chiefly  instigated  by 
the  basest  of  all  human  motives,  the  tliirst  of  gain,  conld  ticnrce 
control  llieir  feelings.  Tliey  went  prowhng  among  the  hntH,  as 
if  tlK'v  e\[«*led  to  find  some  forgotten  child  or  c*rcleB»  sleejier ; 
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pretty  much  as  it  is  used  or  abated.     What  would  you  wish  to 
see  in  its  place  ?" 

"  I  should  be  a  thousand  times  happier  to  live  nearer  to 
civilized  beings — where  there  are  farms  and  churches,  and 
houses  built  as  it  might  be  by  Christian  hands ;  and  where  my 
sleep  at  night  would  be  sweet  and  tranquil !  A  dwelling  near 
one  of  the  forte  would  be  far  better  than  this  dreary  place  where 
we  live !" 

"  Nay,  Judith,  I  can't  agree  too  lightly  in  the  truth  of  all 
this.  If  forte  are  good  to  keej)  off  inimies,  they  sometimes  hold 
inimies  of  their  own.  I  don't  think  'twould  be  for  your  good, 
or  the  good  of  Hetty,  to  live  near  one ;  aiid  if  I  must  say  what 
I  think,  I'm  afeard  you  are  a  little  too  near  as  it  is."  Deer- 
slayer  went  on,  in  his  own  sU^ady,  earnest  manner,  for  the  dark- 
ness concealed  the  tiiits  that  colored  the  cheeks  of  the  girl 
almost  to  the  brightness  of  crimson,  while  her  own  great  eflorte 
suppressed  the  sounds  of  the  breathing  that  nearly  choked  her. 
"  As  for  farms,  they  have  their  uses,  and  there's  them  that  like 
to  pass  their  lives  on  'em  ;  but  what  comfort  caii  a  man  look 
for  in  a  cleariii',  that  he  can't  find  in  double  quantities  in  the 
ft>rest  ?  If  air,  and  room,  and  light,  are  a  little  craved,  the  wind- 
rows and  the  streams  will  furnish  'em,  or  here  are  the  lakes  for 
such  as  have  bigger  longings  in  that  way  ;  but  where  are  you 
to  find  your  shades,  and  laughing  springs,  and  leaping  brooks, 
and  vinerable  trees,  a  thousand  years  old,  in  a  clearin'  ?  You 
don't  find  them,  but  you  find  their  disabled  trunks,  marking  the 
'arth  like  head-stones  in  a  grave-yard.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
people  who  live  in  such  plaa*s  must  be  always  thinkin'  of  their 
own  inds,  and  ol*  uiiivarsal  decay  ;  and  that,  too,  not  of  the 
decay  that  Is  brought  ab<jiit  by  time  and  natur',  but  tlie  decay 
that  follows  waste  and  violent*.  Then  as  to  cliurches,  they  are 
good,  I  suppose,  (ilse  wouldn't  gr>od  men  uphold  'em.  But  tliey 
are  not  altogether  necessary.  Tlu^y  call  'em  the  temples  of  the 
Lord;  but,  Jmlith,  the  whole  'arth  is  a  temple,  of  the  Ix)rd  to 
such  us  have  the  riirht  mind.  Neither  forts  nor  churches  make 
people  happiiM'  of  themselves.     Moreover,  all  is  contradiction  in 


tJio  settlements,  wliile  all  is  concord  in  the  woods.  Forts  an4 
eliurclies  almost  always  go  together,  atid  yet  they're  donnrigfal 
coutradictions ;  eliurctips  bvin;^  for  [*ace,  aiid  forts  for  war. 
No,  no — give  mo  the  strong  pbicea  of  the  wilderness,  which  b 
the  troes,  iind  the  churches,  too.  whicli  are  arbors  raised  by  tlic 
h;.nd  of  natur'." 

"  Woman  is  not  made  for  «eenes  like  tliesc,  Deeislayer ; 
si.'enes  of  nhich  ive  shall  have  no  end,  as  lon^  as  this  war 
lasts." 

"If  you  mean  women  of  white  color,  I  rathei  tliink  you're  not 
far  from  the  truth,  gal ;  but  as  tor  the  feranlee  of  iJic  red  men, 
sQch  visitations  are  i^uit«  in  character.  Nothing  would  iDiikQ 
Hist,  now,  the  bargained  wife  of  yonder  Uelawurc,  ha|>pier  Uiaa 
to  know  that  he  is  at  this  moment  prowling  around  his  tiAt'ral 
initnies,  striving  iifter  a  scalp." 

"  Surely,  surely,  l>eeralsyer,  she  cannot  be  a  woman,  and  nut 
feel  concern  when  she  thinks  the  man  she  loves  is  in  danger !" 

"  She  doesn't  think  of  the  danger,  Judith,  but  of  the  honor ; 
and  when  the  heart  is  des[>eratcly  set  on  such  foelin's  vhy  lin-n; 
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uor  am  I  like  to  have  ;  for  I  hold  it  wrong  to  mix  colore,  any 
way  except  in  friendship,  and  sarvices." 

^  In  that  you  are  and  feel  as  a  white  man  should  !  As  fo^| 
Hurry  Harry,  I  do  tliink  it  would  be  all  the  same  to  liim' 
whether  his  wife  were  a  squaw  or  a  governor's  daughter, 
provided  she  was  a  little  comely,  and  could  help  to  keep  his 
cravinor  stomach  full." 

"  You  do  March  injustice,  Judith  ;  yes,  you  do.  The  poor 
fellow  dotes  on  y(m^  and  when  a  man  has  ra'ally  set  his  heart  on 
such  a  creatur',  it  isn't  a  Mingo,  or  even  a  Delaware  gal,  that'll 
be  likely  to  unsettle  his  mind.  You  may  laugh  at  such  men 
as  Hurry  and  I,  for  we're  rough,  and  unteached  in  the  way  of 
books  and  other  knowledge ;  but  we've  our  good  p'ints,  as  well 
as  our  bad  ones.  An  honest  heart  is  not  to  be  despised,  gal, 
even  though  it  be  not  varsed  in  all  the  niceties  that  please  a 
female  fancy." 

"  ybtt,  Deerslayer ! — And  do  you — can  you,  for  an  instant, 
suppose  I  place  you  by  the  side  of  Harry  March  ?  No,  no.  I 
am  not  so  far  gone  in  dulness  as  that  No  one — man  or 
woman — could  think  of  naming  your  honest  heart,  manly  nature, 
and  simple  truth,  with  the  boisterous  selfishness,  greedy  avarice, 
aiid  overbearing  ferocity  of  Henry  March.  The  very  best  that 
can  be  said  of  him,  is  to  be  found  in  his  name  of  Hurry  Skurry, 
which,  if  it  means  no  great  harm,  means  no  great  good.  Even 
my  father,  following  his  feelings  with  the  otlier,  as  he  is  doing 
at  this  moment,  well  knows  the  difference  between  you.  This  I 
kno^o^  for  he  has  said  as  much  to  me,  in  plain  language." 

Judith  was  a  girl  of  quick  sensibilities  and  of  impetuous 
fi'clings ;  and,  being  under  few  of  the  restraints  that  curtail  the 
manifestations  of  maiden  emotions  among  those  who  are 
educated  in  the  habits  of  civilized  Hfe,  she  sometimes  betrayed 
the  latter  with  a  freedom  that  was  so  purely  natural  as  to  place 
it  as  far  above  tlie  wiles  of  coquetry  as  it  was  suj)erior  to  its 
beartlessness.  She  had  now  even  taken  one  of  the  hard  hands 
of  the  hunter  and  pressed  it  between  both  her  own,  witli  a 
wannth  and  earnestness   that  proved   how  sincerv^  n\v\&  Wt 
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Iiiri^nge.  It  was  prhnps  fortunate  tlint  she  was  cfaccbci]  hy 
till:  \ery  exce^  uflier  feelings,  since  tlieBame  ]>ower  nii^rht  have 
iirgi-d  Iht  on  lo  avow  all  that  her  father  had  said — iha  oltl  man 
iii't  having bwn  siitistied  with  making  a  comparison  Ikvornble  to 
Di'emlayer,  a»  between  the  hutiter  and  Ilurrj',  but  faa>ing 
aeliialJy,  in  his  blunt  rough  way,  briefly  advised  his  daughter  to 
Ciist  off  the  hitter  entirely,  and  to  Uiink  of  the  former  aa  a 
liuiihind.  Judith  would  not  willingly  have  said  this  to  axty 
other  iDun,  but  tliere  was  so  much  confidence  awakened  by  the 
guileless  eiiii|>licity  of  Ueerslayer,  that  one  of  her  nature  found 
it  a  constant  t«?n]plBti(»n  to  overstep  the  bounds  of  hnlnt.  She 
HiL'iit  no  further,  however,  ininiediately  relinquishing  the  liand, 
iind  falling  hack  on  a  n-serve  that  was  more  suited  to  her  sex, 
add,  indeed,  lo  her  natural  modesty. 

"  Tliauk'ee,  Judith,  thsiik'ce  with  all  my  heart,"  returned  lie 
hunter,  whose  himiility  prevented  iiim  froin  placing  any  flat- 
ttring  inter] pieljilion  on  either  the  conduct  or  the  language  of 
llie  girl,      "lliank'ee  as  much  as  if  it  was  all   true.      Uarrv's 
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will  be  good  for  them  both  if  they'll  return  and  hearken  to  inv 
words." 

**  Ah's  me  ! — poor  Hetty,  you  little  know  the  cravin's  for  gold 
and  revenge,  if  you  believe  they  are  so  easily  turned  aside  from 
their  longings !  But  this  is  an  uncommon  businoss  in  more 
ways  than  one,  Judith !  I  hear  your  fcither  and  Hurry  growling 
like  bears,  and  yet  no  noise  comes  from  the  mouth  of  the  young 
chief.  There's  an  ind  of  secresy,  and  yet  his  \vlnx)j»,  which 
ought  to  ring  in  the  mountains,  accordin'  to  lule  in  such  sar- 
cumstances,  is  silent !" 

"  Justice  may  have  alighted  on  him,  and  his  death  have  saved 
the  lives  of  tlie  innocent." 

**  Not  it — not  it — the  Sarpent  is  not  the  one  to  suffer  if  tha^H 
to  be  the  law.  Sartainly  there  has  been  no  onset,  and  'tis  most 
likely  that  the  camp's  deserted,  and  the  men  are  coming  back 
disapp'inted.  That  accounte  for  the  growls  of  Hurry  and  the 
silence  of  the  Sarpent." 

Just  at  this  instant  a  fall  of  a  paddle  was  heard  in  the  canoe, 
for  vexation  made  March  reckless.  I^eerslayer  felt  convinced 
that  his  conjecture  was  true.  The  sail  beinuj  down,  the  ark  had 
not  drifted  far  ;  and  ere  many  minutes  he  heartl  Chingachiijook, 
in  a  low,  quiet  tone,  directing  Hutter  how  to  steer  in  order  tr> 
reach  it.  In  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  th(^  fact,  the  canoe 
touched  the  scow,  and  the  adventurers  ent«Trd  the  latter. 
Neither  Hutter  nor  Hurry  sjx>ke  of  what  had  occui  red.  But  the; 
Delaware,  in  passing  his  friend,  merely  uttered  the  words  "  fire's 
out,"  which,  if  not  literally  true,  sufficiently  explained  the  truth 
to  his  listener. 

It  was  now  a  question  as  to  the  course  to  be  steer*  il.  A  short 
Rurlv  conference  was  held,  when  Hutter  decided  that  the  wisest 
way  would  be  to  k<H»p  in  motion  as  the  means  most  likely  to 
defeat  any  attemj>t  at  a  surprise — announcing  his  own  and 
March's  intention  to  requite  themselves  for  the  loss  of  sleej> 
during  their  captivity,  by  lying  down.  As  the  air  still  baffled 
and  continued  light,  it  was  finally  determined  to  sail  before  it, 
let  it  come  in  what  direction  it  might,  so  long  as  it  did  not 


blow  ihc  ark  upon  tlie  atnuid.  This  pdnt  settled,  the  relenaed 
pris-jiier!  hi'lficd  to  lioist  the  sail,  and  then  they  threw  thein- 
si:lv<'s  oti  Inc  iif  fill!  p»lleta,  leiLviiig  Dceraliiyer  mid  his  friL-Dil  to 
li«>k  iiltur  the  iiioveineula  of  tJie  craft.  As  neither  of  the  latter 
ttiLs  diaj«Bed  U>  sli^ep,  on  account  of  the  apjioiiitineut  with  Hist, 
llii-  jirningi'mi'iit  was  acce])tahle  to  all  parties.  That  Judith  and 
Ui-iiy  ri-'inained  up  aL-Jo,  in  no  manner  impaired  tlw  agn.'cahlQ 
fi'.'iiures  of  tliiii  i*hange. 

Fur  some  time  the  scow  rather  drifted  than  sailed  alon;r  the 
wi'stLTn  shiiri'.  followinga  light  southerlj  current  of  the  air.  The 
jiro^rrss  was  slow — not  exc«uding  a  couple  of  miles  in  the  hour — 
hut  ilie  two  men  perceived  that  it  was  not  only  carrying  llicin 
tciwitrJs  the  jKiiiit  they  desired  to  reaeh.  but  at  a  rate  that  was 
f[mU.-  Its  fnsC  as  the  hour  yet  rendered  necessary.  But  little  was 
Biiid  the  while  even  by  the  girls  ;  and  that  little  had  more  refer- 
ence to  the  rescue  of  Hist  than  to  any  otlier  subject  Tlie 
Indian  was  calm  to  the  eye,  but  as  minute  after  minute  |}B»scd 
liis  feelings  bi-caine  mure  and  mure  e^tcited,  until  they  reached 
a  slale  lliiit  Niiiilit  have  s:itiilii-d  the  dtiiian.ia  of  e 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 


*'  I  hear  thee  babbling  to  the  rale 
Of  sunshine  and  of  flowers. 
But  untu  Die  thou  brlng'st  a  tale 
Of  visionary  hours." 

WoRDtiroRTB. 

The  discovery  mentioned  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  chapter 
was  of  great  moment  in  the  eyes  of  Deershiyer  and  his  friend. 
In  the  first  phuje,  there  wtvs  the  danger,  ahnost  the  certainty, 
that  Ilutter  and  Hurry  would  make  a  fresh  atU.>mpt  on  this 
c'linp  should  they  awake  and  ascertain  ito  ]K>sition.  Tlien  there 
was  the  increased  risk  of  landing  to  bring  oft'  HLst;  and  there 
were  the  general  uncertainty  and  additional  hazards  that  must 
follow  from  the  circunist'ince  that  their  enemies  had  begun  to 
change  their  |)ositioiLs.  As  the  Delaware  w:is  aware  that  the 
hour  was  near  when  he  ought  to  repair  to  the  rendezvous,  he 
no  longer  tliouglit  of  trophies  torn  from  his  foes  ;  and  one  of  the 
first  tilings  arranged  between  him  and  his  associate  was  to  jMir- 
mit  the  two  others  to  sleep  on,  lest  they  should  disturb  the 
execution  of  their  plans,  by  substituting  some  of  their  own. 
llie  ark  moved  slowly,  and  it  would  have  taken  fully  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  to  ri?ach  the  point  at  the  rate  at  which  they  were 
going ;  thus  affording  time  for  a  little  forethought.  The  Indians, 
in  the  wish  to  conceal  their  fire  from  those  who  were  thought 
to  be  still  in  the  cjustle,  had  placed  it  so  near  the  southern  side 
of  the  i)oint  as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  shut  it  in  by 
die  bushes,  though  Deershiyer  varied  the  direction  of  the  scow, 
both  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
effisct  that  object 


" 'l'L<.-K-'s  ijiLij  HdvunUtgi.-,  Judith,  in  finding  that  fire  si 
thi'  ivuEtr."  \iv  suiU,  while  executing  th«sc  htlle  i: 
''miioe  it  shxvif,  tlie  Mingua  beliuve  we  are  in  the  hut,  and  uur 
tuning  uu  'fui  from  llns  quarter  will  be  an  oniookeJ  fur  evuoL 
Uul  'lis  lui:kv  IL'^rry  March  and  ^our  fkthiir  Are  asleep,  el^  we 
sLoiild  biivi^  Vin  ]iruwliiig  aftur  scalps  ag'iu.  II»!  there — the 
liu->liiH>  art:  l»-^iiiiiiig  lo  shut  iu  the  Sre — aud  now  it  can't  be 
ieen  at  all !" 

Dm>rvlnyer  waited  a  little  to  make  certain  that  he  had  at  last 
gained  lie  dosired  jjositJon,  when  he  gave  the  signal  agreed  on, 
anil  Chiiigiichgouk  let  go  the  grupnvl  and  lowered  the  sail. 

The  situation  in  which  the  ark  now  laj  had  itt  advanbiges 
and  iu  dlsail vantages.  The  fire  hid  been  hid  b^  sheering 
toWAPiltt  tile  slJO^'.  and  the  Ifittor  wits  nearer  perhaps  than  was 
desiraljli'.  Wiill  the  water  was  known  to  be  very  deep  further 
off  iu  tlie  lake,  and  aiichoring  in  deep  water,  under  the  drcum- 
Blani'ea  in  wlilcli  the  ])nrty  was  placed,  was  to  be  avoided,  if 
pis^ihle.  It  was  hIko  believed  no  raft  eould  be  within  miles; 
and,  thoiiijh  the  trp«  in  the  darkness  appeared  almost  to  over- 
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MingoB,  have  taken  the  alarm  and  put  her  as  a  stool-pigeon  to 
catch  us  ;  or  have  hid  her  away,  in  order  to  prepare  her  mind 
for  a  Huron  instead  of  a  Mohican  husband.^ 

"  Deerslayer,"  interrupted  the  girl,  earnestly ;  "  this  is  a  most 
dangerous  service  ;  why  do  you  go  on  it  at  all  ?" 

**  Anan  ! — Why  you  know,  gal,  we  go  to  bring  off  Ilist,  the 
Sarpent^s  betrothed — the  maid  he  means  to  marry,  as  soon  as 
we  get  back  to  the  tribe." 

*'  That  is  all  right  for  the  Indian — but  you  do  not  mean  to 
marry  Hist — you  are  not  betrothed,  and  why  should  two  risk 
their  lives  and  liberties,  to  do  that  which  one  can  just  as  well 
perform  ?*' 

"  Ah  ! — now  I  understand  you,  Judith — ^yes,  now  I  begin  to 
take  the  idee.  You  think  as  Hist  is  the  Sarpent^s  betrothed,  as 
they  call  it,  and  not  mine,  it^s  altogether  his  affair ;  and  as  one 
roan  can  paddle  a  canoe,  he  ought  to  be  left  to  go  after  his  gal 
alone !  But  you  forget  this  is  our  ar'u'd  here,  on  the  lake,  and 
it  would  not  tell  well  to  forget  an  ar'n'd  just  at  the  pinch. 
Then,  if  love  does  count  for  so  much  with  some  people,  particu- 
larly with  young  women,  friendship  counts  for  something,  too, 
with  other  some.  I  dares  to  say,  the  Delaware  can  paddle  a 
canoe  by  himself,  and  can  bring  off  Hist  by  himself,  and  per- 
haps he  would  like  that  quite  as  well  as  to  have  me  with  him  ; 
but  he  couldn^t  sarcumvent  sarcumventions,  or  stir  up  an 
ambushment,  or  fight  with  the  savages,  and  get  his  sweetheart 
at  the  same  time,  as  well  by  himself  as  if  he  had  a  fri'nd  witli 
him,  to  depend  on,  even  if  that  friend  is  no  better  than  myself. 
No— no — Judith,  you  wouldn't  desart  one  that  counted  on  you^ 
at  such  a  moment,  and  you  can't,  in  reason,  expect  me  to 
do  it." 

**  I  fear — I  believe  you  are  right,  Deerslayer ;  yet  I  wish 
you  were  not  to  go !  Promise  me  one  thing,  at  least,  and  Uiat 
is,  not  to  trust  yourself  among  the  savages,  or  to  do  anything 
more  than  to  save  the  girl.  That  will  be  enough  fur  once,  and 
with  that  you  ought  to  be  satisfied." 

"  Lord  bless  you  !  gal ;  one  would  think  it  was  Hetty  that's 


tulking,  and  Dot  tho  ciiiick-witted  &nd  woaJerTu]  Judiih  HiitUr  1 
Uut  fri^lit  inakt^  the;  wise  silly,  and  llie  ntrong  weak.  Hea, 
I've  seen  iiroofu  of  tliat,  tjtne  and  ag'in  !  Well,  it's  kind  and 
Boft-liearU?ii  in  you,  Judith,  to  feel  tbis  consarn  for  a  fvlluw 
iTt'ttlur',  snd  I  sliidi  always  say  tliat  you  are  kind  ao'l  of  true 
Iwlin'a,  let  tlicm  that  invy  your  good  ioaku  teW  as  many  idle 
stories  of  you  as  Ihey  may." 

"  I'eerelayer  !"  hastily  saiil  the  girl,  interru]itiiig  him,  though 
iieiirly  choked  by  bar  emotions;  "do  yoii  believe  all  you  hear 
ahout  a  jjoor  iiiothflrless  girl  !  Is  the  foul  tongue  of  Huriy 
Harry  to  blast  my  lift  ?" 

"  Not  it,  Judith — not  it.  I've  told  Hurry  it  wasn't  maaftil 
111  liackbito  theui  he  couldn't  win  by  fair  means;  and  that 
ni'ii  an  Indian  is  always  tender,  tout-hing  a  young  woman's 
giKjd  name." 

"  If  I  had  a  brother,  ho  wouldn't  dare  to  do  it  T'  exdaimeil 
Judith,  her  eyes  flashing  fire.  "But,  filiding  Tne  without  any 
[irotector  but  an  old  man,  whose  eais  are  getting  to  be  aa  dull 
its  liis  feulinp",  lie  has  his  way  as  he  pleases." 

■   th.it.   I 
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Ukely  to  produce.  The  simplicity  of  the  hunter  had  completely 
put  her  at  fault;  for,  in  her  narrow  sphere,  Judith  was  an 
expert  manager  of  the  other  sex;  though  in  the  present 
iristnnce  she  was  far  more  actuated  by  impulses,  in  all  she  had 
said  and  done*,  than  by  calculation.  We  shall  not  deny  that 
st»ini?  of  Judith's  reflections  were  bitter,  though  the  sequel  of  the 
tale  must  be  roferred  to,  in  order  to  explain  how  merited,  or 
how  keen  were  her  sufferings. 

Chingachgook  and  his  paio-face  friend  set  forth  on  their 
hazardous  and  delicate  enterprise  with  a  coolness  and  method 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  men  who  were  on  their  twen- 
tieth instead  of  being  on  their  first  war-path.  As  suited  his 
relation  to  the  pretty  fugitive,  in  whose  service  they  were 
engaged,  the  Indian  took  his  place  in  the  head  of  the  canoe, 
while  Deerslayer  guided  its  movements  in  the  stern.  By  this 
arrangement,  the  former  would  be  the  first  to  land,  and  of 
course  the  first  to  meet  his  mistress.  The  latter  had  taken  his 
post  without  comment,  but  in  secret  influenced  by  the  reflection 
that  one  who  had  so  much  at  stake  as  the  Indian,  might  not 
jx«sibly  guide  the  canoe  with  the  same  steadiness  and  intelli- 
gence as  another  who  had  more  command  of  his  feelings. 
From  the  insUmt  they  left  the  side  of  the  ark,  the  movements 
of  the  two  adventurers  were  like  the  manoeuvres  of  highly- 
drilled  soldiers,  who  for  the  first  time  were  called  on  to  meet 
the  enemy  in  the  field.  As  yet,  Chingachgook  had  never  fired 
a  shot  in  anger,  and  the  debut  of  his  companion  in  warfare  is 
known  to  the  reader.  It  is  true,  the  Indian  had  been  hanging 
about  his  enemy's  ciimp  for  a  few  hours,  on  his  first  arrival, 
and  he  had  even  once  entered  it,  as  related  in  the  last  chapter, 
but  no  consequences  had  followed  either  experiment  Now,  it 
was  cprtiin  that  an  imjK>rtimt  result  was  to  be  eflfected,  or  a 
mortifvinir  failure  was  to  ensue.  Tlie  rescue,  or  the  continued 
captivity  of  Ilist,  <lepended  on  the  enterprise.  In  a  word,  it 
was  virtually  the  maiden  expedition  of  these  two  ambitious 
young  forest  soldiers ;  and  while  one  of  them  set  forth,  impelled 

13* 


bj'  sentimonts  tbftt  usually  carry  men  ao  far.  both  had  all  thedi 
f    I'ng^    f    ride  and  manliood  enlintcd  in  their  success. 

f         nn<T  m  n  direct  hne  to  the  point,  then   dtHtant 

a  k     as  tl  an  a  quHrti?r  of  a  mile,  Deerslayer  laid  the 

f  n  oe  d  igonally  toward*  the  centre  of  the  lake, 

•k      V.   o    btiun  a  position  from  which  he  might  approaeli 

on        8   enemies  in  his   front  only.     The  spot 

re  H  u  ded,  and  where  Hist  had  promised  to  meet 

h  m    n    oo  n.  on  the  upper  side  of  the  projection,  mther 

n  on  he  1  w        and  to  reach  it,  wonid  have  required  tho  ■ 

n  n  ere  to  d  uh     nearly  the  whole  [wint,  close  in  with  the 

had  not  p  eliminary  step  been   tnken.     So   well   wai 

^ee*;.       f  »  nieasnre  underetood,  that  Ohingnchgooli 

dd  ed  o     a  thou<rh  it  was  adopted  without  connultin^ 

n  !  ap  ft         T  was  taking  him  in  a  direction  nearly  oppo- 

1      one  m  gl  t  think  he  most  wished  lo  go.     A  few 


ill 


f  tlie  c 


i  the 


b  the  young  men  ceased  paddling, 
id  the  boat  l>pcaiiii*  Ktntiuuai 
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The  adventurers  now  held  a  conference  in  low  voices,  consult- 
ing together  as  to  the  probable  time.  Deerslayor  thouijht  it 
wanted  yet  some  minutes  to  the  rising  of  the  star,  wliilo  the 
impatience  of  the  chief  caused  him  to  fancy  tlu*  night  further 
advanc<*d,  and  to  believe  that  his  betrothed  was  alreadv  wait- 
ing  his  appearance  on  the  shore.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
the  opinion  of  the  latter  prevailed,  and  his  friend  disposed  him- 
self to  steer  for  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The  utmost  skill  and 
jm'caution  now  became  necessary  in  the  man  igement  of  the 
canoe.  The  paddles  were  lifted  and  returned  to  the  water  in  a 
noiseless  manner ;  and  when  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
beach,  Chingachgook  took  in  his  altogi-ther,  layiiit^  hi<  hniid  on 
his  rifle  in  its  stead.  As  they  got  still  more  witJiiii  the  Ix'lt  of 
darkness  that  girded  the  woods,  it  was  seen  that  tJiey  were 
steering  too  far  north,  and  the  course  was  altered  accordingly. 
Tlie  canoe  now  seemed  to  move  by  instinct,  su  cautious  and 
deliberate  were  all  its  motions.  Still  it  continued  to  advance, 
until  its  bows  grated  on  the  gravel  of  the  beach,  at  the  precise 
R|)Ot  where  Hetty  had  landed,  and  whence  her  voice  had  issued, 
the  previous  night,  as  the  ark  was  passing.  There  wa**,  as 
usual,  a  narrow  strand,  but  bush<»s  fringed  the  woods,  and  in 
most  places  overhung  the  water. 

Chingachg<x)k  stepped  upon  the  lx?ach,  and  cautiously  ex- 
amined it,  for  some  distance,  on  each  side  of  the  canoe.  In 
order  to  do  this,  he  was  often  obliged  to  wade  to  his  knees  in 
the  lake.  No  Hist  rewarded  his  search.  When  he  returned, 
lio  found  his  friend  also  on  the  shore.  Thev  next  inferred  in 
whispers,  the  Indian  apprehending  that  they  must  have  mis- 
taken the  place  of  rendezvous.  Deerslayer  thought  it  was  pn>- 
bable  they  had  mistaken  the  hour.  While  he  was  yetspeakiny:, 
be  gra<»ped  the  arm  of  the  Delaware,  caused  him  to  turn  his 
head  in  the  direction  of  the  lake,  and  pointed  towards  the  sum- 
mits of  the  eastern  mountains.  The  clouds  had  broken  a  little, 
apparently  behind  rather  than  above  the  hills,  and  the  selected 
star  was  glittering  among  the  branches  of  a  pine.  Tliis  was 
every  way  a  flattering  omen,  and  the  young  men  leaned  r»n  thr»ir 


to    terce      th      th  i 
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ch    g  footeteps. 
m     ere  the  anp- 
i^h  of  Indian 
al  _v  oAUtioas, 
h     »dventur«rs 
lie  encamp- 
lire  witbin  tbe 
pe    bmnches  of 
jsa        where  they 
tu  t]     »elvos.    Once 
d    he  tire  were 
exoso     d  werecithtT 
jee  w     had  dre  rv  irned  a^ii 

^  quart  bo      whs  pnmed 

in  llii»  state  of  iiiti'tise  expectation  nnd  anxiety,  when  Deeralnypf 
pro[Hjsed  tliHt  they  should  circle  the  point  in  tliemnoe ;  atul  hv 
[;i*ltiiig  a  positiim  dote  in,  where  the  camp  could  be  sei-n,  re- 
cuiiitoitre  the  Indians,  and  thus  ennble  thtinselves  lo  fiinn  some 
plan^ihle  conji'ctures  fur  the  non-appearance  of  UJot.     'Hie  tVla- 


trigfc   1 
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an  alarm  through  sound.  Tlie  most  practis^nl  and  guarded 
foot  :»niglii  stir  a  bunch  of  leaves  or  snap  a  dried  stick  in  th^ 
dark,  but  a  bark  csuioc  could  be  made  to  float  over  the  surface 
of  Kuux)th  water,  almost  witli  the  instinctive  readiness,  and  ccr- 
tiiinly  witli  the  noiseless  movements,  of  an  aquatic  bird. 

Deerslnyer  had  got  nearly  in  a  Une  between  the  camp  and 
the  ark,  before  he  cauglit  a  glimpse  of  the  fire.  This  aime  u|)on 
him  suddenly,  and  a  little  unexpectedly,  at  first  ciiusiiig  an 
alarm,  lest  he  had  incautiously  ventured  within  the  circle  of 
light  it  c»*L  13ut,  fMjrceiving  at  a  second  glance  that  he  was 
certainly  safe  from  detection,  so  long  as  the  Indians  kept  near 
the  centre  of  the  illumination,  he  brought  the  canoe  to  a  sUite  of 
rest,  in  the  most  favorable  position  he  could  find,  and  com- 
menced his  observations. 

We  have  written  much,  but  in  vain,  concerning  this  extraor- 
dinary being,  if  the  reader  requires  now  to  be  told,  that,  untu- 
tored as  he  was  in  the  learning  of  the  world,  and  simple  as  he 
ever  showed  himself  to  be  in  all  matters  touching  the  subtleties 
of  conventional  taste,  he  was  a  man  of  strong,  native,  [KXitical 
feeling.  lie  loved  tlie  woods  for  their  freshness,  their  sublime 
solitudes,  their  vastn(;s8,  and  the  impress  that  they  everywhere 
bore  of  the  divine  hand  of  their  creator.  lie  rarely  moved 
through  them,  without  pausing  to  dwell  on  some  })eculiar  beauty 
that  gave  him  pleasure,  though  seldom  attempting  to  investigate 
the  cimses  ;  and  never  did  a  day  pass  without  his  communing  in 
spirit,  and  this,  too,  without  the  aid  of  forms  or  language,  with  the 
infinite  source  of  all  he  saw,  felt,  and  beheld  Thus  constituteil 
in  a  moral  sense,  and  of  a  steadiness  that  no  danger  could  appal 
or  any  cnsis  disturb,  it  is  not  sur])rising  that  the  hunter  felt  a 
pleasure  at  looking  on  the  scene  he  now  l>eheld,  that  momen- 
tarily caused  him  to  forget  the  object  of  his  visit.  This  will 
more  fully  a[)i>ear  when  we  describe  it. 

The  canoe  lay  in  front  of  a  natural  vista,  not  only  through 

the  bushes  that  lined  the  shore  but  of  the  trees  also,  that 

2iiforded  a  clear  view  of  the  camp.     It  was  by  means  of  this 

ame  ojvening  that  tlie  light  had  been  first  seen  from  the  ai'k. 


MO 
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barl  ikA  )t  r't>f.^l  1/.  tlirir  hota.  Ixa  Ud  bees  ■ict^«4  ly 
difnr  |.r>'|>nmii.rf»,  iii)i>rli  ikcIikImI  Ind^pns  »  *dl  a»  fand.  A 
lartr*'  rir-t  luul  )'-<-ii  iicul^,  m  modi  to  ais«<i  ihs  pufune  of 
t/*f.liJ-»,  .-..  (Ijf  Iti.'  iuut  of  their  nmpk-  c*>ot«T  ;  ao-i  al  diis  p«ie- 
(W  ifv«ii*'nl  il  wa>  blannt;  bi^lt  anil  brighL,  hnvii^  re«emlj: 
rpfviii'it  II  lorif''  •iifiplj'  (jf  dried  bnnb-  The  etfeel  was  \e>  ilhi- 
niinatc  t)i<'  iirrl>>-i>  iif  lh«?  Cinst,  and  U>  render  tlie  wlioir?  ■■«« 
im'ii|ri''l  111  llir-  wmip  H*  light  as  if  hundnntft  of  Ia|«ni  were 
Ixiniinif,  M<i-l  iif  till-  ImI  IuhI  cenoed,  and  «veit  tlie  htiugrkst 
iJiild  liiirl  ■iiti'fii'.l  iu  flj>pcl)l«.  Id  n  word,  the  liine  was  that 
iridint^iiL  iif  ri'luxiilioii  Uiid  ^onend  indulence  wliich  is  apt  lo 
itii('r'i-''il  11  lu-iiiiy  iiii.'iil,  mid  whi-n  the  labors  of  the  day  have 
i-ixli'il.  Til':  liiiiilcrH  ntid  ihv  fMliurmen  had  bei-n  equally  suc- 
i''»-fiil ;  and  fi""l,  tlml  imi'  [jrivat  rpfUHitc  of  savage  life,  b^n^ 
iiliiiiiiliint,  i-vrry  riijipr  cJirc  apiiearwi  to  have  Bubtided  iu  tlie 
x^iiM'  ijf  <-itj<iyiii''rit  di'|>ondi-nt  i^n  this  nll-iiDjwrtant  facL 

I).-ii-"l(i|rT  Huw  at  a  glance  that  many  of  tlie  wHrTic)re  were 
nlni'lil,       MiH    iii'i|ni<iDtflricc,   Uivenuak.  liowever,  vm   yn.tPi;n\ 
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not  going  on  in  its  usunl  train.  Most  of  tliu  young  nomcn 
Ljcmeil  to  be  light-hearted  enough  ;  but  one  old  ling  ws» 
seated  apart,  with  a  watchful,  soured  nspect,  which  the  hunter 
at  once  kiit-w  betokened  tliut  nome  dut}'  of  an  iinjileaMtit  cha- 
racter had  b(»n  assigned  her  by  the  chie&.  What  that  duty 
wan  he  had  no  means  of  knowing ;  but  he  felt  H»tis6ed  it  must 
be,  in  some  measure,  coiinoeted  nitli  her  own  sex,  the  aged 
among  the  women  generally  being  chosen  fur  such  offices,  and 
no  other, 

A«  a  matter  of  course  Deerslayer  looked  eagerly  and  anriously 
for  the  form  of  Hist.  She  was  nowhere  visible,  though  the  Hght 
]>enelrated  to  conaidcralJe  distances  in  all  directions  around  the 
tire.  Once  or  twice  he  started,  i»  he  tliought  he  recognised  her 
laugh  ;  but  his  ears  were  deceived  by  the  soft  melody  tliiU  is  so 
eommon  to  the  Indian  female  voice.  At  length  the  old  woman 
s|H>ke  loud  and  angnl y,  and  then  he  caught  a  glin)|)se  of  one  or 
two  dark  figures,  in  the  back-ground  of  trees,  which  turned  as 
if  obedient  to  the  rebuke,  and  walked  more  within  tlic  circle  of 
llie  light  A  yifUiig  warrior's  form  first  came  fairly  iiilo  view  ; 
then  followed  two  youtiiful  females,  one  of  whom  proved  to  l>e 
the  Delaware  girl.  ]>erslayer  now  con)|)rehended  it  all.  Hist 
was  wiitciied,  posaibly  by  her  young  companion,  a>rlainly  by 
the  old  woman.  The  youth  was  jirobably  some  suitor  of  either 
lier  or  her  companion ;  but  even  his  dist'retion  was  distruHted 
under  the  inlluence  of  his  admiration.  Ilie  known  vicinity  of 
tlwRe  who  might  be  supJiOBed  to  be  her  friends,  and  the  arrival 
of  a  ftrange  ri-d-man  on  the  hike,  had  induced  more  than  the 
usual  eare,  and  the  g^rl  hiid  not  been  able  to  slip  away  from 
tltose  who  walehed  her,  in  order  to  keep  Iter  ii]>|iointment 
IX-erslayer  Iraeed  her  uneasiness,  by  her  atttfinpliug,  onee  or 
twiiie,  to  look  up  through  the  branches  of  the  tn-es,  im  if  endea- 
voring to  get  glimpses  of  the  stjtr  she  had  hersc-lf  named  as  the 
sign  for  meeting.  All  was  vain,  however,  and  nfter  strolling 
about  the  camp  a  little  longer,  in  affected  indiffi-rence,  the  tw(» 
gbb  <)uitted  their  male  escort,  and  took  seals  among  their  own 
■ex.     As  soon  as  this  was  done,  the  old  sentinel  changed  her 


j)Uct.>  to  one  mure  i^rrreiible  U>  herM'lf,  ii  c^rtuiu  proof  Uial  she 
liHil  llitll(^rto  been  excluaii'ely  on  wiitch. 

[Ji'craliiytT  now  f«!t  greatly  at  a  loss  liow  to  proceed.  He 
wi-ll  knrw  tluit  O'liiagaehgiwk  could  uuver  be  ]wrsuaded  to 
nUnrn  Ui  tlin  Hrk,  williout  making  some  desjiorotc  effort  tor  the 
teaivvry  of  his  mistress,  and  his  owd  generous  fet;iing>  well  dis- 
]KiRt<l  liiiu  to  aid  in  such  an  undertaking.  He  thought  be  iaw 
tlic  signs  of  an  intention  among  the  females  to  retire  for  the 
mglit  inl  sliould  he  remain,  nnj  tlie  fire  continue  to  give  out 
Its  li^ljt  lie  luiglit  discover  tlic  particular  Lut,  or  arbor,  under 
tvliKh  Ili-it  n?[  oscd ;  a  circiimxtance  that  would  bu  of  infinite 
use  111  ilieir  tutiire  proeeedingi.  Should  lie  rpmuin,  however, 
iiiuJi  I  inirtr  \slierc  he  tvua,  there  wua  great  danger  that  the 
im  pill  If  nee  of  hia  friend  would  drive  him  iutosomc  act  of  impru- 
di'iiL'c.  At  each  ioslant,  indeed,  he  expected  to  see  the  swartliy 
f  ii'iii  of  Uie  Delaware  appearing  in  the  back-ground,  like  tlio 
ligiT  [irowliag  around  the  fold.  Taking  all  tilings  into  «in- 
nidrriitioii,  ih'Tcfore,  he  came  to  tlie  conclusion  it  would  be 
Vllvr  III  r.'jiiiii  hi:*  frit'nd,  and  enitc^avor  U)  tcmjjer  hia  imjieluo- 
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themselves  to  the  reader,  were  briefly  discussed,  before  the 
.^'oung  men  came  to  any  decision.  Tlie  occasion,  however, 
ueing  one  that  required  acts  instead  of  words,  tlie  course  to  be 
pursued  was  soon  chosen. 

Disposing  of  the  canoe  in  such  a  manner  that  Hist  must 
see  it,  should  she  come  to  the  phice  of  meeting  previously  to 
their  return,  the  young  men  lo<^)ked  to  their  arms,  and  prepared 
to  enter  tlie  wood.  The  whole  projection  into  the  lake  con- 
tained about  two  acres  of  land ;  and  the  part  that  formed  the 
point,  and  on  which  the  camp  was  placed,  did  not  compose  a 
surfiice  of  more  than  half  that  size.  It  was  principally  covered 
with  oaks,  which,  as  is  usual  in  the  American  forests,  grew  to 
a  great  height  without  throwing  out  a  branch,  and  then  arched 
in  a  dense  and  rich  foliage.  Beneath,  except  the  fringe  of 
thick  bushes  along  the  shore,  there  was  very  Httle  underbrush ; 
though,  in  consequence  of  their  shape,  the  trees  were  closer 
together  than  is  common  in  regions  where  the  axe  has  been 
freely  used,  resembling  tall,  straight,  rustic  columns,  upholding 
the  usual  canopy  of  leaves.  The  surface  of  the  land  was 
tolerably  even,  but  it  had  a  small  rise  near  its  centre,  which 
divided  it  into  a  northern  and  southern  half.  On  the  latter  the 
Hurons  had  built  their  fire,  profiting  by  the  fonnation  to  con- 
ceal it  from  their  enemies,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  were 
8upi>osed  to  Ikj  in  the  castle,  which  bore  northerly.  A  brook 
also  came  brawling  down  the  sides  of  the  adjacent  hills,  and 
found  its  way  into  the  lake  on  the  southern  side  of  the  ])oint. 
It  had  cut  for  itself  a  deep  passage  through  some  of  the  higher 
portions  of  the  ground,  and,  in  later  days,  when  the  spot  has 
become  subjected  to  the  uses  of  civilization,  by  its  windings  and 
shaded  banks,  it  has  become  no  mean  accessory  in  contributing 
to  the  lx»auty  of  the  place.  This  brook  lay  west  of  the  encamj)- 
ment,  and  its  waters  found  their  wa}-  into  the  great  reservoir  of 
that  region  on  the  same  side,  and  quite  near  to  the  s|)ot  chosen 
for  the  fire.  All  these  peculiarities,  so  far  as  circumstances 
allowed,  had  been  noted  by  Deerslayer,  and  explained  to  his 
friend 
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TliL'  reaJf r  will  iinJersland  tliat  the  lillle  rise  in  tlie  gruund, 
Lhat  lay  boljiiid  tlie  Indian  eDuampmt-at,  greatly  favored  the 
s<?creL  »(.lvHJice  of  llie  two  adventurers.  It  prcveoted  thu  light 
of  the  lire  diffusing  itself  ou  the  grunnd  directly  in  the  rvtir, 
althongli  the  land  fell  away  towards  the  water,  so  as  to  leave 
»liat  might  be  termed  the  left,  or  ewilem  flank  of  the  jKisition, 
iin|iroli?ct<^d  by  lliis  covering.  We  have  said  "unprotected," 
lliijugli  that  is  not  properly  the  word,  since  the  ktioU  buhind  tha 
1iiit«  and  the  6re,  offered  a  cover  for  those  who  were  now 
eteaUliily  approitching,  rather  than  any  protection  Co  the  Itidiana. 
Deersliiyer  did  not  break  through  the  fringe  of  bushes  imtuedi-' 
aU-ly  abreast  nf  the  canoe,  which  might  have  brought  him  loo 
siiddi'iily  within  the  influence  of  the  light,  since  tliu  hillock  did 
nut  extend  to  the  water;  but  he  followed  the  tieacli  northiTly 
until  he  had  got  nearly  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tongue  o( 
land,  which  bruiiglit  him  under  the  shelter  of  the  low  acclivity, 
and.  consevjuenllv,  rnore  in  shadow. 

Ap  soon  as  the  friends  emerged  from  the  bushes,  they  stopped 
f.  r.-cnnnoiir^.     TIip  fire  wa-  «till  blairinir  Ix-hind  !hf  little  ridge. 
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bodies  against  the  trunk  of  an  oak,  standing  on  the  side  next  the 
fire. 

The  view  that  Deerslajer  now  obtained  of  the  camp,  was  ex- 
actly the  reverse  of  that  he  had  perceived  from  the  water.  The 
dim  figures  which  he  had  formerly  discovered  must  have  been 
on  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  a  few  feet  in  advance  of  the  spot 
where  he  was  now  posted.  The  fire  was  still  blazing  brightly, 
and  around  it  were  seated  on  logs  thirteen  warriors,  which  ac- 
counted for  all  whom  he  had  seen  from  the  canoe.  They  were 
conversing  with  much  earnestness  among  themselves,  the  image 
of  the  elephant  passing  from  hand  to  hand.  The  first  burst  of 
savage  wonder  had  abated,  and  the  question  now  under  discus- 
sion was  the  probable  existence,  the  history  and  habits  of  so  ex- 
traordinary an  animal.  We  haye  not  leisure  to  record  the 
opinions  of  these  rude  men  on  a  subject  so  consonant  to  their 
lives  and  ex]>erience  ;  but  little  is  hazarded  in  saying  that  they 
were  quite  as  plausible,  and  far  more  ingenious,  than  half  the 
conjectuivs  that  precede  the  demonstrations  of  science.  How- 
ever much  they  may  liave  been  at  fault,  as  to  their  conclusions 
and  inferences,  it  is  certain  that  they  discussed  the  questions  with 
a  zealous  and  most  undivided  attention.  For  the  time  being, 
all  else  was  forgotten,  and  our  adventurers  could  not  have  ap- 
proached at  a  more  fortunate  instant. 

The  females  were  collected  near  each  other,  much  as  Deer- 
slayer  had  last  seen  them,  nearly  in  a  line  between  the  place 
where  he  now  stood  and  the  fire.  The  distance  from  the  oak 
against  which  the  young  men  leaned  and  the  warriors,  was 
about  thirty  yards ;  the  women  may  have  been  half  that  num- 
ber of  yards  nigher.  The  latter,  indeed,  were  so  near  as  to 
make  the  utmost  circumspectiun,  as  to  motion  and  noise,  indis- 
pensable. Although  they  conversed  in  their  low,  soft  voices,  it 
was  possible,  in  the  profound  s'lillness  of  the  woods,  even  to 
catch  passages  of  the  discourse ;  and  tlie  light-hearted  laugh 
that  escaf)e4l  the  girls  might  occasionally  have  reached  the 
canoe.  Deerslayer  felt  the  tremor  that  passed  through  the 
frame  of  his  trieud,  when  the  latter  first  caught  the  sweet  sounds 


timt  issued  hviii  the  plump,  pretty  lips  of  HisL  He  even  lalJ 
a  liiLnil  on  Ihc  shoulder  of  the  Indian,  it»  n  sort  of  a(]inoniti,>n  to 
cDiiiniHtiil  himself.  As  ihe  conversation  grew  moru  earneel 
ea<.'li  Icaiieil  funruril  to  listen. 

"The  Iluruiis  hiLvc  more  curious  beasts  tlinn  thnt,"  eaid  one 
>if  the  girU,  cuntemptuoiuly ;  far,  like  the  men,  thej  conven^^tl 
of  the  elephant  .ind  his  qualiuea.  "The  Delawares  will  think 
ihi-  creature  wonderful,  Uit  to-morrow  no  Huron  tongue  will 
tnlk  (if  it.  Our  young  m<>u  will  find  him  if  the  aniiiiiil  dari>  tu 
Cfitw;  near  our  wigwams  P 

This  was  in  fact  addressed  to  Wah-ta  VWah,  lli-.u-li  "'"■ 
who  tijx^kc  uttered  her  words  with  an  oMUined  diftidi'itee  niid 
humility,  that  prevented  her  looking  «t  the  other. 

"  The  I)elawarca  are  so  far  from  letting  such  cre.ituiea  cyiiiu 
into  their  country,"  returned  Hist,  "  Uiat  no  one  has  even  seen 
tlii'ir  images  there  !  Their  yonng  men  would  frighten  HWhy  Uie 
images  as  well  as  the  brasli.^' 

"The  Delaware  young  men  1 — tJie  nation  is  women, — BTen 
I   tlicy  hear  their   linntera  coming  !      Who 
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D'M.>r8l:ijcr  thrust  his  fingers  into  the  sides  of  his  friend,  and 
iinhilged  in  a  fit  of  his  hearty,  benevolent  laughter.  The  other 
Fin  tied:  but  the  hinguage  of  the  speaker  was  too  flatter!  n*:|f. 
and  the  tone<^  of  her  voice  too  sweet  for  him  to  bo  led  away  by 
any  accidental  cuiiu-id<.Mice,  however  ludicrous.  The  speech  of 
Hist  produced  a  retort,  and  the  dispute,  though  conducted  in 
g<x>d-huiiior,  and  witliout  any  of  tlie  coarse  violence  of  tone  and 
;^osture  that  often  impairs  the  charms  of  tlie  sex  in  what  is 
ralk'd  civiliz^^d  life,  grew  warm  and  slightly  clamorous.  In  the 
midst  of  this  scene  tin?  t>(*laware  caused  his  friend  to  stooj),  so  as 
completely  to  conceal  himself,  and  then  he  made  a  noise  so 
closely  resembling  the  little  chirrup  of  the  smallest  species  of 
the  American  squirrel,  that  Deerslayer  himself,  though  he  had 
heard  the  imitation  a  hundred  times,  actually  thought  it  came 
from  one  of  the  little  animals  skipping  about  over  his  head. 
The  sound  is  so  familiar  in  the  woods  that  none  of  the  Hurons 
paid  it  the  least  attention.  Hist,  however,  instantly  cexised  tidk- 
ing,  and  sate  motionless.  Still,  she  had  sufficient  self-command 
to  abstain  from  turninor  her  head.  She  had  heard  the  s\<ru9\ 
by  which  her  Iovi.t  so  often  called  her  from  the  wig>**am  to  the 
stolen  interview,  and  it  came  over  her  senses  and  her  heart,  as 
the  serenade  affects  the  maiden  in  the  land  of  soncr. 

From  that  moment  Chingachgook  felt  certain  that  his  pre- 
sence was  known.  This  was  eff«^cting  much,  and  he  could  now 
hoj>e  for  a  bolder  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  his  mistress, 
than  she  might  dare  to  adopt  under  an  uncertainty  of  his  situ- 
ation. It  left  no  doubt  of  her  endeavoring  to  aid  him  in  his 
effort  to  release  her.  Deerslayer  arose  as  soon  as  the  signal 
was  given,  and  though  he  had  never  held  that  sweet  commu- 
nion which  is  known  only  to  lovers,  he  was  not  slow  to  detect 
the  great  change  that  had  come  over  the  manner  of  the  girl. 
She  still  affected  to  disi)ute,  though  it  was  no  longer  with  spirit 
and  ingenuity,  but  what  she  said  was  uttered  more  as  a  lure  to 
draw  her  antagonists  on  to  an  easy  conquest,  than  with  any 
hopes  of  succeeding  herself.  Once  or  twice,  it  is  true,  her  native 
readiness  suggested   a  retort  or  an  argument  that  rnisod  a 


l.iiigli,  and  gave  lier  a  motnenUry  advaniage;  but  these  tittls 
Sillies,  llii"  offspriiiir  of  moUier-wit,  sen-ed  Uiel>etter  to  conceal 
Imi  real  feelings,  mid  lo  give  to  the  triani|)h  of  the  other  party 
a  more  imtumi  air  tliaa  it  might  have  ]KMeessed  without  them. 
At  lengtli  the  ilL-tputants  hecanie  wearied,  and  the}-  roee  in  > 
Itody  a.s  if  nboiit  to  sejuirate.  It  was  now  tlint  Uifit,  fur  the  first 
tltiii.',  ventureU  to  turn  her  {»ee  in  the  directiun  whenw  the  sig^ 
nnl  hud  conip.  In  doing  tliis,  her  movements  were  luttnral  but 
guarded,  and  slie  stretched  her  ann  and  jawned,  as  if  overeonw 
with  a  desire  tti  sleep.  The  ehirrup  was  agnin  lieard,  and  the 
girl  felt  Batisfii'd  ns  to  the  position  of  her  lover,  though  the 
strong  light  in  which  she  hereelf  was  placed,  and  the  conipnra- 
live  ilarknesa  iD  which  Uie  ndventurem  stood,  prevented  her 
from  seeing  their  heads,  the  onlv  jMrtions  of  their  forms  that 
apiK'nred  above  the  ridge  at  all.  The  tree  against  which  they 
were  iK>sted  liad  s  dark  shadow  cast  ujion  it  by  the  iulerventiati 
5  pine  that  grew  between  it  and  tlie  fire,  a  di^ 
which  alone  would  have  rendered  objects  within  ite 
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two  females  ha«l  passed  them.  In  ^valkinl^^  Hist  \va•^  Iw 
tightly  by  the  Imncl.  As  she  moved  by  th(}  tree  that  hid  Chi 
gachgook  and  his  friend,  the  former  felt  for  his  tomahawk,  wi 
the  intention  to  bury  it  in  the  brain  of  the  woman.  But  tl 
other  saw  the  hazard  of  such  a  measure,  since  a  single  screa 
might  bring  all  the  warriors  upon  them,  and  he  was  averse 
the  act  on  considerations  of  humanity.  Uis  hand,  therefoi 
prevented  the  blow.  Still  as  the  two  moved  past,  the  chirr 
was  repeated,  and  the  Huron  woman  sto])ped  and  laced  tlie  tr 
whence  the  sounds  seemed  to  proceed,  standing,  at  the  momei 
within  six  feet  of  her  enemies.  She  expressi^d  her  surprise  th 
a  squirrel  should  be  in  motion  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  said 
boded  evil.  Hist  answered  that  she  had  heard  the  same  squ 
rel  three  times  within  the  lai»t  twenty  minutes,  and  that  s 
supposed  it  was  waiting  to  obtain  some  of  the  crums  left  frc 
the  late  supper.  This  explanation  appeared  satisfactory,  a 
they  moved  towards  the  spring,  the  men  following  stealth 
and  closely.  The  gourd  was  filled,  and  the  old  woman  \ii 
hurrying  back,  her  band  still  grasping  the  wrist  of  the  g 
when  she  was  suddenly  seized  so  violently  bv  the  throat,  as 
cause  her  to  relea^^e  her  captive,  and  to  prevent  her  making  a 
otlier  sound  than  a  sort  of  gurgling,  suffocating  noise.  T 
Serpent  passed  his  arm  round  the  waist  of  his  mistress,  a 
dashed  through  the  bushes  with  her,  on  the  north  side  of  t 
point.  Here  he  immediately  turned  along  the  beach  and  r 
towards  the  canoe.  A  more  direct  course  could  have  be 
taken,  but  it  might  have  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  place 
embarking. 

Deerslayer  kej»t  playing  on  the  throat  of  the  old  woman,  li 
the  keys  of  an  organ,  occasionally  allowing  her  to  breathe,  a 
then  compreeaing  his  fingers  again  nearly  to  strangling.  T 
brief  inter\'als  for  breath,  however,  were  well  improved,  and  t 
hag  succeeded  in  letting  out  a  screei b  or  two  that  8er\ed 
alarm  the  camp,  llie  tramp  of  the  warriors,  as  they  spra 
from  the  fire,  was  plainly  audible ;  and,  at  the  next  mome 
three  or  four  of  them  appeared  on  the  top  of  the  rid^  dxv 


ngainst  tlie  back-groUDtl  of  light,  resembling  the  dim  slmdowa 
of  (lii:  phantRsmitgiirin.  Il  wits  now  quit<>  time  fur  the  hunter 
to  ri'treaL  Tripping  up  the  heels  of  his  cjijitive,  and  ginng  her 
thront  a  piirtiiig  squeeze,  quite  as  niuch  in  resentmeul  nt  her 
iiiilomitnhli'  (-ffurts  to  sound  the  Elarm,  as  from  ar\y  pohcy.  he 
iL'ft  her  on  ht-r  luick,  and  moved  towards  Hie  hushes  ;  his  rifle  at 
n  poise,  auii  hL»  hi-ad  over  his  shoulders,  like  a  lion  at  bay. 
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CHAPTER   XVII. 

**  There,  ye  wise  sninu,  behold  your  light,  your  star, 
Te  would  be  A\i\ic*  and  victims,  and  ye  are^ 
Is  it  enough  1  or,  niiut  I,  while  a  thrill 
Lives  in  yoar  sapient  bosoms,  cheat  yoa  itill  1** 

MooRi. 

The  fire,  the  canoe,  and  the  spring,  near  which  Deerslayer 
commenced  his  retreat,  would  have  stood  in  the  angles  of  a 
triangle  of  tolerably  e<iual  sides.  The  disUtnce  from  the  fire  to 
the  boat  was  a  little  less  than  the  distance  from  the  fire  to  the 
sj»ring,  while  the  dlstiince  from  the  spring  to  the  boat  was  about 
tHjual  to  that  between  the  two  points  first  named.  This, 
however,  was  in  straight  lines — a  means  of  escape  to  which  the 
fugitives  could  not  resort.  They  were  obliged  to  hrive  recourse 
to  a  detour  in  order  to  get  the  cover  of  the  bushes,  and  to 
follow  the  curvature  of  the  beach.  Under  these  disadvantages, 
then,  the  hunter  commenced  his  retreat — disadvantages  that  he 
felt  to  be  so  much  the  greater,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  all  Indians,  who  rarely  fail  in  cases  of  sudden  alarm,  more 
especially  when  in  the  midst  of  cover,  immediately  to  throw  out 
flankers,  with  a  view  to  meet  their  fo<»s  at  all  [K>ints,  and  if 
possible  to  turn  their  rear.  That  some  such  course  was  now 
adopted,  he  believed  from  the  tramp  of  firet,  which  not  only 
came  up  the  ascent,  as  related,  but  were  also  heard,  under  the 
faint  impulse,  diverging  not  only  towards  the  hill  in  the  rear, 
but  towards  the  extremity  of  the  point,  in  a  direction  of^Hjsite 
to  that  he  was  about  to  take  himself.  Promptitude  consi-queutly 
became  a  matter  of  the  last  importance,  as  the  parties  might 
meet  on  the  strand  before  the  fugitive  could  reach  the  canoe. 

Notwithstanding  the   pressing    nature   of  the    emergency, 

Deerslayer  hesitated  a  single  iDstant,  ere  he  plunged  into  the 
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Iiushes  that  lined  tlie  shore.  His  fecliogs  had  heen  awakened 
by  the  wlwk  sw-ne,  and  a  Btornncss  of  purpose  had  cume  ora 
liim,  to  wljich  be  was  urdiuarily  a  etraii^r.  Four  dnrk  figures 
louineJ  iin  tUu  ridge,  drawn  agaiust  tlie  brightucsa  of  the  fire, 
iiiiil  an  cni'TDy  luight  huve  been  sacrificed  at  a  glance.  The 
Indinns  llad  paaied  to  gaze  into  the  glooni  in  aeiirch  of  the 
siTeechiiig  hiig ;  and  with  uiauj-  a  man  less  g^veii  to  reflection 
llian  the  hunter,  the  death  of  one  of  them  would  have 
hi'Pn  certain.  Luckily,  he  was  more  jinidenL  Although  tlie 
ritlo  dropped  n  little  towards  the  foremost  of  his  pursuen,  he 
(lid  not  aim  or  tire,  hut  disu]ij>cared  in  the  cover.  To  gain  the 
boiieh,  and  to  follow  it  round  to  the  plate  where  Cbingacbgook 
»ss  ;iln-iiii_v  in  the  canoe  with  Uist,  anxiously  waiting  hia 
n,<|"  :i[^ii'i  I'.  i>ccupied  but  a  moment.     Laying  his  rifle  in  the 

I'll 1  ihi-  cinoe,  Deerslayer  stooped  to  give  the  latter  a 

ML.'i.i.iLi-  -liLHi'  fnmi  the  shore,  wlion  n  ]iowerful  Indiun  leaped 
tliViinyh  tlw  buslHf,  alighting  like  a  panther  on  his  haok. 
Ml I'rytiiing  wiis  now  suspended  by  a  hair;  a  false  sttp  riuniog 
-r..^ily  tlu.t  ^ 
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deadly  knife  m  tbe  darkness.  What  might  have  been  the  issue 
of  this  severe  personal  struggle  cannot  be  known,  for  h'llf-a- 
dozen  savages  came  leaping  into  the  water  to  the  aid  of  their 
friend,  and  Deerslayer  yielued  himself  a  prisoner  with  a  dignity 
that  was  as  remarkable  as  his  self-devotion. 

To  quit  the  lake  and  lead  their  new  captive  to  the  fire, 
occupied  the  Indians  but  another  minute.  So  much  engaged 
were  they  all  with  the  struggle  and  its  consequences  that  the 
canoe  was  unseen,  though  it  still  lay  so  near  tlie  shore  as  to 
render  every  syllable  that  was  uttered,  perfectly  intelligible  to 
the  Delaware  and  his  betrothed ;  and  the  whole  parly  lefl  the 
spot,  some  continuing  tlie  pursuit  afU'r  Ilist,  along  the  beach, 
though  most  proceeded  to  the  light.  Here  l^eerslayer's 
antagonist  so  far  recovered  his  breath  and  his  recollection,  for 
he  had  been  throttled  nearly  to  strangulation,  21s  to  relate  the 
manner  in  which  the  girl  had  got  off.  It  wjis  now  too  late  to 
assail  the  other  fugitives,  for  no  sooner  wjls  his  friend  led  into 
the  bashes  than  the  Delaware  jilaced  his  paddle  into  the  water, 
and  the  light  canoe  glided  noiselessly  away,  holding  its  course 
towards  the  centre  of  the  lake,  until  safe  from  shot,  after  which 
it  :^oun[ht  the  ark. 

When  Deerslayer  reached  the  fire,  he  found  himself  sur- 
rounded by  no  less  than  eight  grim  savages,  among  whom  was 
his  old  acquaintance  Uivenoak.  As  soon  as  the  latter  caught  a 
glimpse  of  the  captive^s  countenance,  he  spoke  apart  to  his 
companions,  and  a  low  but  general  exclamation  of  pleasure  and 
surprise  e8cai>ed  them.  They  knew  that  the  conqueror  of  their 
late  friend,  he  who  luid  fallen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
WHS  in  their  hands,  and  subject  to  their  mercy  or  vengeance. 
There  was  no  little  admiration  mingled  in  the  ferocioiui  looks 
that  were  thrown  on  the  prisoner,  an  iuUiiiration  that  was  as 
much  excited  by  his  present  com]>osure  as  by  his  past  deeds. 
This  scene  mav  be  said  to  have  been  the  commencement  of  the 
great  and  terrible  reputjition  that  Deerslayer,  or  llawkeye.  as 
he  was  afterwards  allied,  enjoyed  among  all  the  tribes  of  New 
York   and   Canada;    a  reputation   that  was  certainly   more 


liiiiitihd  in  ita  territorial  and  mimprical  intent,  than  those  whidl 
am  jiosisessvd  in  civilized  life,  bat  whii:h  wa^  comjieussted  fer 
whut  it  wniited  in  tli«$e  jinrticulam,  perliapti,  by  its  greater 
justice,  anil  thu  total  absence  of  mystification  and   maoage- 

The  nrms  of  Deenlayer  were  not  pinioned,  and  Le  was  tdl 
tliL'  free  use  of  his  hands,  liis  knife  haring  been  tirst  removed. 
'r\ic  only  ]iri?caution  that  was  taken  to  secure  his  peraoo  was 
uutirin^r  watchfulness,  and  a  strong  rope  of  bark  that  piisB«d 
fnini  uncle  lu  ando,  not  so  much  to  jtrevcut  his  walkin};  as  lo 
I'lnce  an  obstacle  iu  the  way  of  his  attcinptJng  to  escape  by  any 
Kiidilen  Icaji.  Even  this  Qjttrn  jirovision  against  flight  was  not 
made  until  the  captive  had  been  brought  to  tlie  light  and  his 
chimicter  ascertained.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  coniiiltment  to  hti 
jirciwess,  nnd  he  fi'It  proud  of  the  distinction.  Th^  he  might 
In'  bound  when  the  warriors  slept  he  thought  probable,  bnt  Id 
I".'  Ixtund  in  the  moment  of  cajjture  showed  that  he  wnsatmidv, 
:mJ  thus  early,  attaining  a  name.     While  the  young  Indians 


THE     DBERSLAYER.  816 

of  his  situation.  He  was  permitted  to  seat  himself  on  the  end 
of  a  log,  near  the  fire,  in  order  to  dry  his  clothes,  his  late 
adversary  standing  opjwsite,  now  holding  articles  of  his  own 
scanty  vestments  to  the  heat,  and  now  feeling  his  throat,  on 
which  the  marks  of  his  ('n(»my\s  fingers  were  still  quite  visible. 
The  rest  of  tlio  warriors  consulted  together,  near  at  hand,  all 
those  who  had  l»een  out  having  returned  t<^  report  that  no  signs 
of  any  other  prowh'rs  near  the  camp  were  to  be  found.  In  thir* 
state  of  things,  the  old  woman,  whose  name  wa**  Shebear,  in 
plain  English,  approached  Deerslayer,  with  her  fists  clenched 
and  her  eyes  ila<%hing  Hw,  Hitherto  she  had  Ix'en  occupied  with 
screaming,  an  employment  at  which  she  had  played  her  part 
with  no  small  degree  of  success,  but  having  succeeded  in 
effectually  alarming  all  within  reach  of  a  pair  of  lungs  that  had 
been  strengthened  by  long  practice,  she  next  turned  her  attention 
to  the  injuries  her  own  j)erson  had  sustained  in  the  struggle. 
These  were  in  no  manner  mat(;rial,  though  they  were  of  a  nature 
to  arouse  all  the  fury  of  a  woman  who  had  long  ceased  to  attract 
by  means  of  the  gentler  qualities,  and  who  was  much  disposed 
to  revenge  the  hardshii>s  she  had  so  long  endured,  as  the 
neglected  wife  and  mother  of  savages,  on  all  who  came  within 
her  i>ower.  If  Deerslayer  had  not  j>ermanently  injured  her,  he 
had  tcm[H>rarily  caused  her  to  suffer,  and  she  was  not  a  ])erson 
to  overlook  a  wrong  of  this  nature  on  account  of  its  motive. 

"  Skunk  of  the  pale-faces,"  commenced  this  exasperated  and 
semi-poetic  fury,  shaking  her  fist  under  the  nose  of  the  impass- 
able hunter,  "  you  are  not  even  a  woman.  Your  friends,  the 
Delawares,  are  only  women,  and  you  are  tlieir  sheej).  Your 
own  people  will  not  own  you,  and  no  tril)e  of  red  meji  would 
have  you  in  their  wigwams;  you  skulk  among  ]>etlicoated 
warriors.  You  slay  our  brave  friend  who  has  left  us  ? — no — his 
great  soul  scorned  to  fight  you,  and  left  his  l)ody  rather  than 
have  the  shame  of  slaying  you  !  But  the  blood  that  you  spilt 
when  the  spirit  was  not  looking  on  hits  not  sunk  into  the  ground. 
It  must  be  buried  in  your  groans — what  music  do  I  hear? 
ThoBe  are  not  the  wailings  of  a  red  man  I — no  red  warrior  gnmns 
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SO  much  like  a  bog.  TLey  come  from  n  pale-fiioe  tliruat — a 
V>'n;^«i^i?  bosom,  noil  sound  a^  pleasant  aa  girls  singing.  Dog 
— sliuiik — nooJ-cliuck— tniuk — !iedge-bog — jiig — load — spidet 

HcTe  tlic  old  wonitin  having  (?\[>cnded  h^r  breatli,  and  ex- 
)iniLst'?d  licr  <']iith«U,  was  Giin  to  [>nug<)  a  mument.  tliangh  both 
her  tiiU  wen-  shaken  in  t'le  prisoner's  fiice,  and  the  wliole  of  bet 
wriukli-d  wiuiiton: 
tinyer  looked  u]> 

ill«ican  :i)  our  own  stete  of  society  reganla 
as  oC  a  blackguard  :  the  one  party  feeling 
D  old  woman  could  never  injure  a  warrio^ 
and  Iho  other  Knowing  that  mendacity  and  vulgarity  can  only 
pcnuanently  affect  those  who  reaort  to  iheir  use ;  but  he  was 
spared  any  further  attack  at  {ireeent,  by  the  inierpontion  of 
Rivenoak,  who  biliuved  aside  the  hag,  bidding  ber  <fuit  the  apot, 
and  prepared  to  take  his  seal  at  the  side  of  his  prisoner.  Tbe 
old  woniiin  withdrew,  but  the  liunter  well  understood  that  lie 
mliji'ct  iif  all  her 


iudiSercntI 

thii  vitU]Fcrative  ten 

that  the  tongue  of  a 


Ft-i  with  fierce  resentment.     Deer- 
Itrpclent  attempts  to  aroitse  him,  as 
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glass.    Even  Huron  warmth  may  be  pleasant ,  at  such  a  time, 
to  a  man  with  a  Delaware  heart.*^ 

"  The  pale-face — ^but  xuj  brother  has  a  name  ?  So  great  a 
warrior  would  not  have  lived  without  a  name  ?" 

"  Mingo,"  said  the  hunter,  a  little  of  the  weakness  of  human 
nature  exhibiting  itself  in  the  glance  of  his  eye,  and  the  color  on 
his  chei^k, — *'  Mingo,  f/our  brave  called  me  Uawko}  e,  I  suppose 
on  account  of  a  quick  and  sarUiin  aim,  whi*n  he  was  lying  with 
his  head  in  my  la]>,  afore  his  spirit  starte<l  for  the  happy  hunt- 
ing-gromids." 

'*  Tis  a  good  name !  The  hawk  is  sure  of  his  blow, 
Ilawkeye  is  not  a  woman ;  why  does  he  live  with  the  Dela- 
wares  ?" 

*'  I  understand  you,  Mingo,  but  we  look  on  all  that  as  a  sar- 
cumvcntion  of  some  of  your  subtle  devils,  and  deny  the  charge. 
Providence  placed  me  among  the  Delawaresyouiig  ;  and,  'bating 
what  Christian  usages  demand  of  my  color  and  gifts,  I  hojKJ  to 
live  and  die  in  their  tribe.  Still,  I  do  not  mean  to  throw  away 
altogether  my  natyve  righu,  and  shall  strive  to  do  a  jiale-face's 
duty  in  red-skin  society." 

"  Good ;  a  Huron  is  a  red-skin,  as  well  as  a  Delaware. 
Hawkeye  is  more  of  a  Huron  than  of  a  woman." 

**  I  suppose  you  know,  Mingo,  your  own  meaning  ;  if  you 
don't,  I  make  no  (piestion  'tis  well  known  to  Satiin.  But  if  you 
wish  to  get  anything  out  of  me,  speak  plainer,  for  bargains 
cannot  be  made  blindfold<»d  or  tongue-tied." 

"Good;  Hawkeye  hits  not  a  forki^d  tongue,  and  he  liKes  to 
say  what  he  thinks.  He  is  an  ac<piainUuice  of  the  Muskrat," 
— this  wjis  a  name  l)y  which  all  the  Indians  designat(?d  Ilutter, 
— "and  he  has  livt^d  in  his  wigwam;  but  he  is  not  a  friend. 
He  wants  no  scal)»s,  like  a  miserabhi  Indian,  but  fights  like  a 
stout-hearted  pale-face.  The  Muskrat  is  neilluT  white  nor  red: 
neither  a  l>ea«^t  nor  a  fish.  He  is  a  wntersnuke ;  sometimes  in 
the  spring  and  s<jmetimes  on  the  land.  He  looks  for  scidf  s 
like  an  outcast.  Hawkeye  can  go  back  and  t4>ll  him  how  he 
has  outwitted  the  Hurons,  how  he  has  escaped ;  and  when  liis 
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eyea  an,'  in  a  li^,  when  he  can't  see  as  fcr  rb  from  his  catHn  ia 
the  wucnis,  then  Iljiwkeje  can  open  the  door  for  the  UuraOBL 
AiiJ  !iow  will  tlie  plunder  be  divided  !  Why,  Ilawkpye  wiQ 
c.irrj'  away  the  must,  and  the  HuroiLt  will  take  what  he  may 
choose  to  leavr;  behind  him.  The  scaljis  cau  go  to  Canada,  fi>r 
a  [inlo-fiifc  li.ns  no  sntisfaction  in  them." 

"  Weil,  wt-ll,  Hivciioiik, — for  so  1  hear  '«m  tarm  you, — tlib 
ii>  ]>1;hi]  EiiLrlitili  (^[lou^h,  tliougfa  spoken  in  Iroquois.  I  uiid«f^ 
stiiiid  all  you  nienn,  now,  find  must  sny  it  out-devils  even  Mingo 
di'viltrj' !  No  doubt,  'twould  be  easy  enough  to  go  back  and 
tell  tlie  Muskrat  that  I  had  got  away  from  you,  and  gain  sonw 
credit,  too,  by  the  expl'ite." 

"  Good  ;  that  is  what  I  want  the  pale-iacc  to  do." 

"  Yes— y(s— that's  plwn  enough.  I  know  what  you  want 
nio  to  do,  without  more  words.  When  in^de  the  house,  and 
fating  the  Muiskrat's  bread,  and  laughing  and  talking  with  his 
jiri'lty  diirti'rs,  I  might  put  his  eyes  into  so  thick  a  fog,  that  he 
couldn't  even  sec  the  door,  much  lesa  tlie  land." 

■■G.»„i:  ILi"k.'yo  should  i.avcl-..«n  burn  a  Huron!     His 
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were  spoken  to  their  fathers,  and  will  be  spoken  to  their  chil- 
dren, until  'arth  and  all  it  holds  |)erishes,  can  never  lend  them- 
selves to  such  wickedness.  Snrcumventions  in  war  may  be,  and 
nrCy  lawful ;  but  sarcumventior.s,  and  deceit,  and  treachery, 
among  fri'nds,  are  fit  only  for  the  pale-face  devils.  I  know  that 
there  are  whit^^  men  enough  to  give  you  this  wrong  idee  of  our 
natur',  but  such  are  ontruo  to  their  blood  and  gifts,  and  ought 
to  be,  if  they  are  not,  outcasts  and  vagabonds.  No  upright 
pale-face  could  do  what  you  wish,  and  to  be  as  plain  v/ith  you 
as  I  wish  to  be,  in  my  judgment  no  upright  Delaware  either ; 
with  a  Mingo  it  may  be  different." 

Tlie  Iluron  Ifstened  to  his  rebuke  with  obvious  disgust ;  but 
he  had  his  ends  in  view,  and  was  too  wily  to  lose  all  chance  of 
effecting  them  by  a  precipitate  avowal  of  resentment  Affecting 
to  smile,  he  seemed  to  listen  eagerly,  and  he  then  pondered  on 
what  he  had  heard. 

"  Does  Hawkeye  love  the  Musk  rat  ?"  he  abruptly  demanded ; 
"  or  d(^s  he  love  his  daughters  ?" 

"  Neither,  Mingo.  Old  Tom  is  not  a  man  tx)  gain  my  love  ; 
and  iis  for  the  darters,  they  are  comely  enoucrh  to  srain  the 
liking  of  any  young  man  ;  but  there's  reason  ag'in  any  very  great 
love  for  either.  IL?tty  is  a  good  soul,  but  natur*  has  laid  a 
heavy  hand  on  her  mind,  pof>r  thing !" 

"  And  the  Wild  Rose  !"  exclaimed  Ihe  Huron — for  the  fame 
of  Judith's  Ixiauty  had  spread  amonr;  those  who  could  travel 
the  wilderness  as  well  as  the  highway,  by  means  of  old  eagles' 
nests,  rocks,  and  riven  trecjs,  known  to  them  by  report  and  tra- 
dition, as  well  as  among  the  white  borderers — "  And  the  Wild 
Rose  ;  is  she  not  sweet  enough  to  be  j>ut  in  the  bosom  of  my 
brother  ?" 

Deerslayer  had  far  tix)  much  of  the  innate  gentleman  to  in- 
ginuate  aught  against  the  fair  fame  of  one  who,  by  nature  and 
position,  was  so  helpless ;  and  as  he  did  not  choose  to  utter 
an  untruiu,  he  preferred  being  silent.  Tlie  Huron  mistook  the 
motive,  and  sup{)osed  that  disappointed  affection  lay  at  the  bot- 
tom of  his  reserve.     Still  bent  on  corrupting  or  bribing  his  ca^ 

U* 


live,  ID  order  to  obtain  ponsession  of  tlie  treasarcs  with  whioli 
liis  tmngiiiAlioD  filled  l)ie  castle,  he  peraevered  in  his  aUAck. 

"  Hawki've  is  talking  with  a  friend,"  he  continueiL  "  He 
kiiiitvij  tliiit  Kii'cnouk  is  it  mnn  of  his  word,  for  thev  have  tr.ided 
(ii^'i'thpr,  mid  trade  ujieiis  the  soul,  ily  friend  has  come  here 
nil  iiccotmt  of  a  little  Btriiin;  held  bv  a  girl,  that  oui  pull  the 
«hi)l<i  body  of  tliL'  stoutest  wiirriorf" 

"  Vou  «ri>  liearer  the  trutli  now,  Huron,  than  you've  been 
afore,  since  we  lufgnti  to  iJilk.  This  is  true.  But  one  end  of 
that  string  was  not  ^t  to  my  heart,  nor  did  the  Wild  Rosa 
hold  tlic  other." 

"This  is  wnndc^rful !  IXtes  my  brother  love  in  his  head,  and 
Out  in  his  heart!     And  can  the  Fi-eble-Mind   pull  so    hard 


n  Iks  o  tfa  h  art  f  a  gi  >^t  Dekware ; 
lock  n  fac  ng  an  ong  e  Dclawares 
oh       WD  pco    e,  and  of    he  fiimily  of 
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or  death.  *''  I  don^t  think  there  was  much  pulling  about  it ;  no, 
I  don't  Lord  help  you,  HUron  ?  ho  Hkes  the  gal,  and  the  gal 
likes  him,  and  it  surpassed  Huron  sarcu raven tions  to  keep  two 
young  jKJuple  apail,  when  there  Wiis  so  strong  a  feelin'  to  bring 
Vni  togellier." 

*'  And  Ilawkeye  and  Chingachgook  came  mto  our  camp  on 
this  errand  junly  ?" 

"  That's  a  question  that'll  answer  itself,  Mingo  I  Yes,  if  a 
question  could  t'dk,  it  would  answer  itself  to  your  perfect  satb- 
faction.  For  what  else  should  we  come  ?  And  vet,  it  isn't  ex- 
actly  so,  neither ;  for  we  didn't  comci  into  your  camp  at  all,  but 
only  as  far  as  that  pine,  there,  that  you  see  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ndge,  where  we  stood  watching  your  movements  and  con- 
duct as  long  as  we  liked.  Wiien  we  were  ready  the  Sarpent 
ga^e  his  signal,  and  then  all  went  just  as  it  should,  down  to  the 
moment  when  yonder  vagalwnd  leaf>ed  uj^on  my  back.  Sartain ; 
we  came  for  that,  and  for  no  other  purjKjse,  and  we  got  what 
we  came  for;  there's  no  use  in  pretending  otherwise.  Hist  is 
off  with  a  man  who's  the  next  thing  to  her  husband,  and  come 
what  will  to  me,  ihat^a  one  gO(xl  thing  detarmined." 

"  What  sign  or  signal  toM  the  young  maiden  that  her  lover 
was  nigh  ?"  asked  the  old  Huron,  with  more  curiosity  than  it 
was  usual  for  him  to  betray. 

Deerslayer  laughed  again,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the  success 
of  the  exploit  with  as  much  glee  as  if  he  had  not  been  its 
victim. 

"  Your  squirrels  are  great  gadabouts,  Mingo !"  he  cried,  still 
laughing — "  yes,  they're  sartiinly  great  gadabouts !  When 
other  folks'  squirrels  are  at  home  and  asleep,  yourn  keep  in 
motion  among  the  trees,  and  chirrup  and  sing  in  a  way  that 
even  a  Delaware  gal  can  understiuid  their  music !  Well,  there's 
four-legged  squirrels,  and  there's  two-legged  squirrels,  and  give 
me  the  last,  when  there's  a  go<xl  tight  string  atween  two  hearts. 
If  one  brings  'em  tog«'ther,  t'other  tells  when  to  pull  hardest" 

The  Huron  looked  vexed,  though  he  succeeded  in  suppressing 
any  violent  exliibition  of  resentment      He  soon  quitted  his 


prisoLii^r,  ami  joining  the  n?st  of  his  warriors,  )ie  commanicstad 
tha  suljKtance  of  whiit  lio  had  leanied.  As  in  his  own  case 
admiration  was  ininijled  with  anger  at  the  boldness  nnil  rucc«s» 
of  their  eueniies.  Tliree  or  four  of  them  awsncled  the  little 
iu'clivit)-  and  gazed  nt  tha  tree  wherii  it  was  understood  the 
iidn'iiturcrs  had  posted  themselves,  and  on*i  even  desoonded  i 
imd  i?!(amiiied  fur  foot-prinis  around  its  roots,  in  order  to  mnke 
sum  that  the  »<(jit«ment  was  true.  The  result  eoufinoed  the 
slory  of  t]ie  ca]ilive,  and  tliey  nil  returned  U>  the  fire  with 
iiicreasoii  wondiT  and  rospeet.  The  messenger,  who  had  arrived 
willi  >L>iii.-  opininiiiiiiiitiiin  from  the  party  above  while  the  two 
ailvi.'iiliirors  \-iin-  v.:\W\i\ng  the  CJirap,  was  now  dispatched  witl. 
Rome  ansfti-T,  and  doubtli«3  bon;  with  bim  the  intelligence  of 
all  that  had  happened. 

Down  lo  this  moment,  the  young  Indian  who  had  been  seen 
walking  in  L'ompany  with  liUt  and  another  female,  had  made 
110  advances  to  any  communicntion  with  Deerslayer,  He  had 
lii'ld  himself  aloof  from  bis  friends  even,  pacing  tetr  the  bevy 
e  clustering  loiretber.  aiMWt  as  usual. 
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''This  is  Catamount r  said  the  Indiau,  striking  his  hand 
boastfully  on  liis  naked  breast  as  he  uttered  the  words,  in  a 
manner  to  show  how  much  weight  he  exj)octed  them  to  carry. 

"This  is  Hawkeye,"  quietly  returned  Deerslayer,  adopting 
the  name  by  which  he  knew  he  would  be  known  in  future 
among  all  the  tril>e8  of  the  Iroquois.  "  My  sight  is  keen :  is 
my  brother's  leap  long  ?" 

"  From  here  to  the  Delaware  villages.  Hawkeye  has  stolen 
my  wife :  he  mast  bring  her  back,  or  his  scidp  will  hang  on  a 
pole  and  dry  in  my  wigwam." 

**  Hawkeye  has  stolen  nothing,  Huron.  He  doesn't  come  of 
a  thieving  breed,  nor  has  he  thieving  gifts.  Your  wife,  as  you 
call  Wah-tii !-  VVah,  will  never  be  the  wife  of  any  red-skiu  of  the 
Canadas ;  her  miiul  is  in  the  cabin  of  a  Delaware,  and  her 
body  has  gone  to  find  it.  The  catamount  is  actyve,  I  know ; 
but  its  legs  can't  keep  pace  with  a  woman's  wishes." 

"  The  Serj>ent  of  the  Delawares  is  a  dog  :  he  is  a  ixxml  bull- 
pout  that  keeps  iu  the  water ;  he  is  afraid  to  stand  on  the  hard 
earth  like  a  brave  Indian  !" 

"  Well,  well,  Huron,  that's  pretty  impudent,  considering  it's 
not  an  hour  since  the  Sarpent  stood  within  a  hundred  feet  of 
you,  and  would  have  tried  the  toughness  of  your  skin  with  a 
rifle-bullet,  when  I  |X)inted  you  out  to  him,  hadn't  I  laid  the 
weight  of  a  little  judgment  on  his  hand.  You  may  take  in 
timersome  gals  in  the  settlements  with  your  citamount  whine ; 
but  the  ears  of  a  man  can  tell  truth  from  ontruth." 

"  Hist  laughs  at  him !  She  sees  he  is  lame,  and  a  poor 
hunter,  and  he  has  never  b(ien  on  a  war-path.  She  will  take  a 
man  for  a  husband,  and  not  a  fool." 

**  How  do  you  know  that,  Catamount  ?  how  do  you  know 
that  ?"  returned  Deerslayt^r,  laughing.  "  She  has  gone  into  the 
lake,  you  se<s  f^ud  maybe  she  prefers  a  trout  to  a  mongrel  cat 
As  for  war-paths,  neither  the  Sarfient  nor  I  have  much  expe- 
r'ence,  we  are  ready  to  own ;  but  if  you  don't  call  this  one,  you 
must  tarm  it  what  the  gals  in  the  settlements  tirm  it,  the  high 
roa!  to  matrimony.    Take  my  advice,  Catamount,  and  s'urch 
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for  n  wife  nnioTig  llic  Huron  women  ;  you'll  never  get  one  trith 
&  willing  uiinil  from  among  the  Delanares." 

Cutiiinumit's  liaiiil  foh  for  his  tomahawk,  and  when  the 
fingyr-i  ri-ai-heJ  the  handle  they  worked  convulsively,  as  if  their 
on'ii«:r  iRsitiitoil  jfclween  policy  and  resentnicut.  At  tliia  critical 
niotiii.'nt  Kivcnuak  approachc-d,  and,  by  a  gesture  of  authority, 
induced  tiiu  ynuiig  iiian  to  ivtirc,  assuming  his  former  poution 
iiiniRclf  on  tho  log,  at  the  side  of  Deenlayer.  Here  he  cod- 
Linur-d  silent  for  a  little  time,  maintaining  the  grave  reserve  of 
an  Tiidian  chief. 

"  Ilawkcye  is  right,"  the  Iroquois  at  length  b^an ;  "  his 
sigiit  is  so  strong  thai  he  can  sec  truth  in  n  dark  night,  and 
our  eyes  have  hv<in  blinded.  lie  is  an  owl,  diirkneas  hidinj^ 
notliiiii;  from  him.  lie  ouirlit  not  to  strike  his  firiends.  He  is 
right" 

"  Fm  glad  you  tliink  so,  Mingo,"  returned  the  otiier,  "  for  b 
Iniitor,  iu  my  judi'ment,  is  worse  than  a  toward.  I  care  aa  little 
for  the  Muskrat  ns  one  pale-lace  ought  tii  care-  for  anotiier ;  but 
I  I'iire  loo  iiuieh  f  jr  him  hi  anibunh  him  in  the  way  yon  wished. 
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at  the  aDnoancementy  even  while  he  maintained  an  aspect  so 
steeled  that  his  quick-sighted  enemy  could  discover  in  it  no  signs 
of  weakness. 

"  God  has  put  me  in  your  hands,  Huron,"  the  captive  at 
length  answered,  "  and  I  suppose  you  will  act  your  will  on  me. 
I  shall  not  boast  of  what  I  can  do,  under  torment,  for  I've  never 
been  tried,  and  no  man  can  say  till  he  has  been ;  but  Til  do  my 
endivors  not  to  disgrace  tlie  people  among  whom  I  got  my 
training.  Howsever,  I  wish  you  now  to  bear  witness,  that  I'm 
altogether  of  white  blood,  and,  in  a  natVal  way,  of  white  gifts, 
too  ;  so,  should  I  be  overcome  and  forget  myself  1  hope  you'll 
lay  the  fault  where  it  properly  belongs ;  and  in  no  manner  put 
it  on  the  Delawares,  or  tht'ir  allies  and  friends  the  Mohicans. 
We're  all  created  with  more  or  less  weakness,  and  I'm  afeard  it's 
a  pale-face's  to  give  in  under  great  bodily  torment,  when  a  red- 
skin will  sing  his  songs,  and  boast  of  his  deeds  in  the  very  teeth 
of  his  foes  1" 

"  We  shall  see.  Hawkeye  has  a  good  countenance,  and  he 
is  tough — But  why  should  he  be  tormented  when  the  Uurons 
love  him  ?  He  is  not  born  their  enemy  ;  and  the  death  of  one 
warrior  will  not  cast  a  cloud  between  them  for  ever." 

**  So  nmch  the  better,  Huron ;  so  much  the  better.  Still  I 
don't  wish  to  owe  anything  to  a  mistake  about  each  other's 
meaning.  It  is  so  nmch  the  better  that  you  boar  no  malice  for 
the  loss  of  a  warrior  who  f«;Il  in  war ;  and  yet  it  is  ontrue  that 
there  is  no  inmity — lawful  inmity  I  mean,  atween  us.  So  &r 
as  I  have  red-skin  feelin's  at  all,  I've  Delaware  feelin's ;  and  I 
leave  you  to  judge  for  yourself,  how  far  they  are  likely  to  be 
fri'ndly  to  the  Mingos " 

Deerslayer  ceased,  for  a  sort  of  sj)ectre  stood  before  him  that 
put  a  stop  to  his  words,  and,  indeed,  caased  him  for  a  moment 
to  doubt  tlie  fidelity  of  his  boasted  nsion.  Hetty  Hutter  was 
standing  at  the  side  of  the  fire,  as  quietly  as  if  she  belonged  to 
the  tribe. 

As  tlie  hunter  and  tlie  Indian  siit  watching  the  emotions  that 
were  betrayed  in  each  other's  countenance  the  girl  had  ap- 
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pruaclied  unnoticed,  doubtless  ascending  from  the  beach  (»  tiic 
E<)utl»Tn  i»ide  of  the  point,  or  that  neit  to  the  spot  where  the 
!irk  liiid  nni'lioivd,  niiit  had  advanced  to  tlic  Gre  witli  the  fear- 
!ii*siii~«  tliiit  lh'luiij;fd  to  her  jitn  pi  icily,  and  wliich  was  wrtainly 
jiistilii'd  by  tln'  Iriilmenl  formerly  n-ceivod  from  tlie  Indians. 
As  X0.111  as  Ilii  i-ini;ik  jHTi-eived  the  girl  she  waa  recognised,  and 
calling  to  two  or  llircc  of  til.'  yoiinj^r  warriora,  the  chief  Aent 
llicm  out  to  rii'oiLnoilri',  l«st  her  ap[>oarBnce  should  be  the  fore- 
runner of  .'inotlur  attacl:.     He  then  motioned  to  Hetty  to  draw 

"  I  hii]"'  your  visit  is  a  wgn  that  the  Sarjient  and  Ilist  are  in 
saC'ty,  ]  l.'tty,"  c;iid  I  >.'<'rslayer,  a*  soon  as  the  girl  had  complied 
with  the  Hiinin's  n-rjuest.  "  1  don't  Ihiiik  you'd  come  ashore 
ni;'iiL  "iL  ill!'  nr'n'd  (hat  b^mglit  yon  liert-  afore." 

".huliili  iiild  me  to  come  this  time,  Deerslayer,"  Hetty  re- 
jilii'il :  "  T'lii.'  ji.'iililled  n)e  ashore  herself,  in  a  canoe,  as  soon  as 
the  S.r|».nt  liii<I  i-liown  her  Hist,  and  told  hL«  story.  How 
liniid-'iiiie  Ilir^i  is  t«-niglit,  IVendaver,  and  how  much  happier 
sli.-  U.k^  lli.Ki  uh.n  she  w^is  with  tjic  Hnrons!" 
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to  Cf)ine  again  after  scalps,  when  Hist  had  told  them  how  few 
warriors,  and  how  many  women  and  children  there  were  in  the 
camp.  Judith  would  give  nio  no  \X'i\cc  till  I  had  come  ashore, 
to  see  what  had  hapj>ened  to  yony 

**  Well,  that^s  remarkable  jls  consanis  Judith  !  Why  should 
she  feel  so  nmch  uusartiiiity  about  mcj  ?  Ah,  I  see  how  it  is 
now ;  yes,  I  see  into  the  whole  matter  now.  You  must  un- 
derstand, Hetty,  that  your  sist<»r  Is  oneasy  l<*st  Harry  March 
should  wake,  and  come  blundering  here  into  the  hands  of  the 
inimy  agin,  undtT  some  idee  that,  Ix-ing  a  travelling  oomnwle, 
he  ought  to  help  me  in  this  matter  !  Hurry  is  a  blunderer,  I  will 
allow;  but  I  don^t  think  he'd  risk  :is  much  for  my  sake  as  he 
would  for  his  own." 

**  Judith  don't  caru  for  Hurry,  though  Huny  cares  for  her,** 
replied  Hetty  inn^x-ently,  but  quit«3  jjositively. 

**  I've  heard  you  say  as  much  as  that  afore ;  yes,  I've  heard 
that  from  you  afore,  gal ;  and  yet  it  isn't  true.  One  don't  live 
in  a  tribe,  not  to  see  something  of  the  way  in  which  liking 
works  in  a  woman's  heart  lliough  no  way  given  to  marrying 
myself,  I've  been  a  looker-on  among  the  Delawares,  and  this  is  a 
matter  in  which  pale-faoe  and  red-skin  gifts  are  all  as  one  the 
same.  When  the  feelin'  lx*gins,  the  young  woman  is  thought- 
ful, and  has  no  eyc^  or  ears  onless  for  the  warrior  that  has  taken 
her  fancy ;  then  follows  melancholy  and  sighing,  and  such  sort 
of  actions  ;  after  which,  esjK?cially  if  matters  don't  come  to  plain 
discourse,  she  often  flies  round  to  backbiting  and  fault-finding, 
blaming  the  youth  for  the  very  things  she  likes  lK»t  in  him. 
Some  young  creatur's  are  forward  in  this  way  of  showing  their 
love,  and  I'm  of  opinion  Judith  is  one  of  'em.  Now,  I've  heard 
her  as  much  as  deny  that  Hurry  was  good-looking;  and  the 
young  woman  who  could  do  thaty  must  be  far  gone  indeed." 

"  The  vounj;  woman  who  liked  Hurr>'  would  own  that  he  is 
handsome.  /  think  Hurry  i^ert/  handsome,  Deerslayer,  and 
I'm  sure  ever}'lxxly  must  think  so  that  has  eyes.  Judith 
don't  like  Harry  March,  and  that's  the  reason  she  finds  fault 
with  him." 


32S  THE      OEERSLATBH. 

"  Well — well — my  good  little  Hetty,  have  it  your  own  way. 
If  we  should  talk  from  now  till  wiiit«r,  eadi  would  tliink  as  al 
].>reavrit ;  and  tbt^re's  no  use  in  wurds.  I  mkist  believe  ihaL 
-Judilii  k  much  wrapped  up  in  Uuny,  and  tJiHt,  sooner  or  laUr, 
1  '11 1  a  I'm-  aud  thin,  tor  all  U  e  more  from  lUe  mflnner 
1  h  si  e  al  u.  h  nil  lare  to  sKy,  you  think  jiBl  tbe 
trir  But  I  d  vl  at  I  u  ti  11  vuu,  gitt,  and  j>ivtend  not 
tk      vt,  udtl     Vngtiowisso  obtuse  on  a  piunt 

on     1    1     n  n  n  e      ii<ill}  qu  ck  cnou  h  to  make  discovcriea, 
a  i  so  n  utt  Htttrs  tl  at  would  baffle  the  obsen-ation  of 

ucl  ll  e  gr  tcr  jjurt  on  of  mank  n  1  "  I  see  how  it  is  with 
them  a^abunds  i  e  k  I  as  1  (I  us,  you  tiee,  and  is  talking 
y  njer  *  tl  I  jo  ng  m  □  aid  thouj,h  too  fitr  to  be  luard, 
I  can  xe  wliat  he  is  (clhiig  them.  Their  orders  a  to  watch 
your  movements,  and  to  find  where  tbe  ainoc  is  to  meet  yon,  to 
tjike  you  back  to  the  ark,  and  then  to  seiw  all  aud  what  they 
fan.     Tm  sorry  Juditli  seut  you,  for  I  supjiose  she  wants  yoa  to 

-All  thiiiV  -tdi'J.  Pt- 
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''That^s  as  you  think,  Hetty;  but  it's  no  matter.  Young 
women  are  apt  to  lay  moAt  stress  on  what  most  toudies  their 
feelings ;  but  no  matter ;  have  it  your  own  way,  so  you  be  but 
careful  not  to  let  the  vagabonds  get  the  mastery  of  a  canoe. 
When  you  get  back  to  the  ark,  tell  'em  to  keep  close,  and  to 
keep  moving  too,  most  especially  at  night  Many  hours  can't 
go  by  without  the  troops  on  the  river  hearing  of  this  party,  and 
tlien  your  fri'nds  may  look  for  relief.  Tis  but  a  dnys  march 
from  the  nearest  garrison,  and  true  soldiers  will  never  He  idle 
with  the  ^Ki^  in  their  neighborhood.  This  is  my  advice,  and  you 
may  say  to  your  father  and  Hurry  that  scalp-hunting  will  be  a 
poor  busmess  now,  as  the  Miugos  are  up  and  awake,  and 
nothing  can  save  'em  'till  the  troujw  come,  except  keeping  a 
good  belt  of  water  atweon  'em  and  the  savages." 

"  What  shall  1  tell  Judith  about  3'ou,  Deerslayer  ?  I  know 
slie  will  send  me  back  again,  if  I  don't  bring  her  the  truth  about 
yaw." 

"Then  tell  her  the  truth,  I  see  no  reason  Judith  Hutter 
shouldn't  hear  the  truth  about  me  as  well  as  a  lie,  I'm  a 
captive  in  Indian  hands,  and  Providence  only  knows  what  will 
come  of  it !  Ilark'ee,  ILjtty — "  dropping  his  voice  and  speaking 
still  more  confidentially,  "  you  are  a  little  weak-minded,  it  must 
be  allowed,  but  you  know  something  of  Injins.  Hero  I  am  in 
their  hands,  after  having  slain  one  of  their  stoutest  warriors,  and 
they've  been  endivoring  to  w^ork  uixin  me,  through  fear  of 
consequences,  to  betray  your  father  and  all  in  the  ark.  I 
understand  the  blackguards  as  well  as  if  they  told  it  all  out 
plainly  with  their  tongues.  They  hold  up  avarice  afore  me  on 
one  side,  and  fi*ar  on  t'other,  and  think  honesty  will  give  way 
atween  Vm  both.  But  let  your  father  and  Hurry  know  'tis  all 
useless ;  jis  for  the  Sarpent,  he  knows  it  already." 

"  But  what  shall  I  tell  Judith  ?  She  will  certainly  send  me 
back  if  I  don't  satisfy  her  mind." 

*  Well,  tell  Judith  the  same.  No  doubt  the  savages  will  try 
the  torments  to  make  me  give  in  and  to  re^'enge  the  loss  of 
their  warrior,  but  I  must  hold  out  ag'in  nat'ral  weakness  in  tho 


1  tnay  tell  Judith  U>  feel  no  consarn  on 
nio  liiird,  I  know,  seeing  that  a  wbite 
uiaii's  gjiis  ilun't  run  to  bonstjng  and  singing  under  toriiii>nt,  for 
bp  generally  fL-els  Bmiillesl  when  ho  suffers  inoat — but  you  may 
Lell  her  not  lit  hnve  any  consarn.  I  tliink  I  »h&ll  make  out  to 
Rtaiid  it ;  and  she  may  rely  on  this,  let  me  give  in  03  much  as  I 
muy,  and  prova  coni]iletoly  tlmt  1  am  white,  by  wailingK,  and 
howlings,  and  I'ven  tears,  ytt  I'll  never  fitil  so  far  as  to  betray  my 
fii'nds.  When  it  gets  (o  burning  holes  in  the  fli'sli  with  heat«d 
ramrods,  and  to  h)u.-king  tlie  body,  and  tearing  the  hair  out  by 
the  roots,  natur*  may  get  the  upjierhaud,  so  far  aa  groans  and 
coniplaiiiiii  are  consarncd,  but  there  tlio  triumph  of  tlie  vaga- 
bonds will  ind  ;  nothing  short  of  God's  aKindoning  him  lo  the 
devils,  can  make  on  honest  man  ontnie  to  his  color  and  duty," 

Hetty  listened  with  great  attention,  and  her  mild  but  ajieahin^ 
cunnt(.'n:in(?e  niunifi'iited  n  strong  sympathy  in  the  anticipated 
nguny  of  the  supposititious  sufferer.  At  first  she  seemed  at  a 
lo>s  liow  to  act;  then,  taking  ii  hand  of  Deerslayer's,  she 
ii..ndni  ti 
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CHAPTER  xvm. 


"Thus 'died  she  ;  never  more  on  her 
Shall  sorrow  light,  or  shame.    She  was  not  made 
Throngh  yours  or  miMins  the  inner  weight  to  bear, 
Which  colder  hearts  endore  till  they  arc  laid 
By  afe  in  earth  ;  her  duyH  and  pleasures  were 
Brief  but  delightful— sach  as  h-td  not  stayed 
I/ong  with  her  destiny ;  but  »he  Micep't  well 
By  the  sea-shore  whereon  she  loved  to  dwell.** 


Btron 


TuE  young  men  who  had  been  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  on 
the  sudden  aj^pearance  of  Hetty,  soon  returned  to  rei)ort  their 
want  of  success  in  making  any  di-scovery.  One  of  them  had 
even  been  along  th<i  b(?a(!h  as  far  as  the  spot  opiK)site  to  the 
ark,  but  the  darkness  completely  concealed  that  vessel  from  his 
notice.  Others  had  examined  in  different  directions,  and  every- 
where the  stillness  of  night  was  added  to  the  silence  and  soli- 
tude of  the  woods.  It  was  consefjuently  believed  that  the  girl 
had  come  alone,  as  on  her  former  visit,  and  on  some  similar 
errand.  The  Iroquois  were  ignorant  'Jiat  the  ark  had  left  the 
castle,  and  there  were  movement**  projected,  if  not  in  the  course 
of  actual  execution  by  this  time,  which  also  greatly  added  to 
the  sense  of  security.  A  watch  was  set,  therefore,  and  all  but 
the  sentinels  disposed  themselves  to  sleep. 

Sufficient  care  was  had  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  captive, 
without  inflicting  on  him  any  unnecessary  suffering;  and,  as 
for  U«'tty,  she  was  |>ermitt*^d  to  find  a  place  among  the  Indian 
girls,  in  the  best  manner  she  could.  She  did  not  find  the 
friendly  offices  of  Hist,  though  her  char}ii*t4>r  not  only  bestowed 
impunity  from  pain  and  captivity,  but  it  procured  for  her  a  con- 
sideration and  an  atU»ntion  that  placed  her,  on  the  score  of 
comfort,  quite  on  a  level  with  the  wild  but  gentle  beings  around 
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her.  Slio  WIS  su\<]<\nil  with  a  akin,  and  made  her  own  bed  M 
a  [)ilo  uf  boiiglis  a  little  npart  from  the  liuta.  Here  she  was 
souii  in  a  jirtituuiid  sk'ep,  like  aII  tiround  her. 

TliiTe  were  ik.hv  tlLirlwii  men  in  the  party,  and  three  kept 
wntcli  at  a  tiiiii:-.  Citie  remained  iu  shadow,  not  Gir  from  the 
fire,  liowi->or.  His  duly  was  to  guard  tile  cajrtive,  to  lake  care 
tliat  Un-  tire  tieitlier  bla/ed  u|i  so  as  to  illumiuate  tlie  spot,  nor 
yet  iH-eame  whully  cxtiiiguislied ;  and  to  keep  an  ey^  generally 
on  llie  st:itu  of  tile  camp.  Another  passed  from  one  beach  to 
llie  otlier,  erussiiig  the  base  of  llie  point ;  while  the  third  kept 
moviiii;  slowly  jiiohihI  the  strand  on  its  outer  extroQiity,  to  pre- 
vent a  ri']ii'iitii)u  of  the  Bur{)rl->e  that  had  already  taken  place 
thai  iiii^'lit.  This  arrangement  was  fur  from  being  usual  among 
saviiires,  who  ordinarily  rely  more  on  the  secresy  of  their  move- 
DK'iit'i  than  uu  vi^nJjiDee  of  this  nature ;  but  it  had  been  cidlcd 
for  by  the  |«>euliariiy  of  the  cireuuistaiices  in  which  the  Iliirons 
wi'h'  iii.w  i.hui-U.  Tlieir  pt^ition  was  known  to  their  foes,  and 
it  eould  lift  ea-^ily  be  changed  at  an  hour  which  demanded  resL 
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it  was  with  Hetty  Hutter.  Feeble  :is  the  immaterial  jwrtion  of 
her  existence  was  thought  to  be,  it  was  sutiicieutly  active  to 
cause  her  to  open  her  eyes  at  midnight.  At  that  hour  she 
awoke,  and  leaving  her  bed  of  skin  and  boughs,  she  walked 
innocently  and  openly  to  the  embers  of  the  fire,  stirring  the 
latt^T,  as  the  coolness  of  the  night  and  the  woods,  in  connexion 
with  an  excciodingly  unso[>histicated  bed,  had  a  httle  chilled  her. 
As  the  flame  shot  up,  it  lighted  the  swarthy  countenance  of  the 
Iluron  on  watch,  whose  dark  eyes  glistened  under  its  light,  like 
the  balls  of  the  panther  that  is  pursued  to  his  den  with  burning 
brands.  But  Hetty  felt  no  fear,  and  she  approached  the  spot 
where  the  Indiim  stood.  Her  movements  were  so  natural,  and 
so  j)erfectly  devoid  of  any  of  the  steal thiness  of  cunning  or  dece|>- 
tion,  that  he  imagined  she  had  merely  arisen  on  account  of 
the  coolness  of  the  night,  a  common  occurivnce  in  a  bivouac, 
and  the  one  of  all  others,  jxThajxs,  the  lea.st  likely  to  excite  sus- 
j)icion.  Hetty  spoke  to  him,  but  he  understoi^d  no  English. 
Slie  then  gazed  near  a  minute  at  the  sleeping  ciiptive,  and  moved 
slowly  away  in  a  sad  and  melancholy  manner. 

The  girl  took  no  pains  to  conceal  her  movements.  Any 
ingenious  expedient  of  this  nature,  quite  likely,  exceeded  her 
j)ower8  ;  still  her  step  was  habitually  light,  and  scarcely  audible. 
As  sh(;  t<x>k  the  direction  of  the  extremity  of  the  point,  or  the 
place  where  she  had  landed  in  the  first  adventure,  and  where 
Hist  had  embarked,  the  sentinel  saw  her  light  form  gradually 
disappear  in  the  gloom  without  une^isiness  or  changing  his  own 
position.  He  knew  that  others  were  on  the  look-out,  and  he 
did  not  In'lieve  that  on«  who  had  twice  come  into  the  camp 
voluntarily,  and  ha<l  already  left  it  ojuMily,  would  tnke  refuge  in 
flight.  In  short,  the  conduct  of  the  girl  excitt?d  no  mom  atten- 
tion than  that  of  any  jx-rson  t)f  feeble  intellect  would  excite 
in  civilized  society,  while  her  |K?rsou  met  with  more  considera- 
tion and  respect. 

Hetty  certainly  had  no  very  distinct  notions  of  the  localities, 
but  she  found  her  way  to  the  beach,  which  she  reached  on  the 
side  of  the  point  lis  that  on  which  the  camp  had  been 


modie  By  fallonmg  the  mBTgin  of  the  water,  taldog  n  northem 
iirettiuu  sliL  -xxiD  inci>UDt«rc(]  tbelniiiaa  who  paced  thestraod 
ts  scnliiitl  Tills  was  a  yiung  warrior,  and  vfhen  he  Leard  iu?r 
li^'lit  tr  lul  c  uiiiig  aluTijr  the  gravel  be  appriMohBd  swillly, 
liiiugh  uitli  tn>thing  but  nienace  in  lib  luoDDer.  The  dnrk- 
II  '«  uoREo  iiittnsp  th^t  It  was  Dot  easy  to  discover  forms,  withio 
(III  ^hilowi  kt  the  woodt,  at  the  distance  of  tm^oty  fuel,  and 
juilv  imp'tisibiL  to  di'ititi^uish  persona  until  near  enough  to 
toui.h  th«iii  TliP  young  Huroo  mauifested  disajipointment 
whdi  he  fuunl  uhum  ]i<.  hid  met;  for,  tnith  to  any,  lie  wa« 
exp<  itin^  hia  fuk  onlc,  who  had  promised  to  relieve  the  ennvi  of 
H  midnight  wntch  with  lier  presence.  This  man  was  idso  ignO' 
ni  C  f  Fi  _,li  li  but  he  wis  at  no  loss  lo  understand  why  the 
11  II)  u[  It  thnt  hour  Such  things  were  usual  in  un 
II  II        II  1  (.imp  ithere  sleep  iaasirregulnras  themeak. 

II  I  11  tl\  '1  known  imbecibty,  Hs  in  most  things oonneot«d 
\Mtli  liiL  sj^a:;  -«  stoud  her  friend  on  this  occasion.  Vck.iI  at 
Ins  di<).i]  [Hiiutm  lit,  and  imfitiuiit  of  the  presence  of  one  ha 
U      _li    111  iiinl  r  tl     \jun_  warrior  sign  od  for  the  girl  to 
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step  caught  the  lover^s  car,  and  he  was  already  nearly  beyond 
the  sound  of  the  girl's  silvery  voice.  Still  Hetty,  bent  only  on 
her  own  tlioujii;hts  and  purposes,  continued  to  8j)eak,  though  the 
gentleness  of  her  tones  prevented  the  sounds  from  penetrating 
&r  into  the  woods.  On  the  water  they  were  more  widely 
diffused. 

**  Here  I  am,  Juditli,"  she  added,  "  and  there  is  no  one  near 
me.  The  Huron  on  w<atch  has  gone  to  meet  his  sweetheart, 
who  is  an  Indian  girl,  you  know,  and  never  had  u  Christian 
mother  to  tell  her  how  wrong  it  is  to  meet  a  man  at  night — ^ 

Hetty's  voice  was  hushed  by  a  "  hist !"  thai  came  from  the. 
water,  and  then  she  caught  a  dim  view  of  tlie  canoe,  which 
approached  noiselessly,  and  soon  grated  on  the  shingle  with  its 
bow.  The  moment  the  weight  of  Hetty  was  felt  in  the  light 
craft,  the  canoe  withdrew,  stern  foremost,  as  if  |K>sse8sed  of  life 
and  volition,  until  it  Wiu%  a  hundred  yards  from  the  shore, 
llien  it  turned,  and  making  a  wide  sweep,  as  much  to  prolong 
the  passage  as  to  get  beyond  the  sound  of  voices,  it  held  its 
way  towards  the  ark.  For  several  minutes  nothing  was  uttered ; 
but,  believing  herself  to  be  in  a  favorable  position  to  confer  with 
her  sister,  Judith,  who  alone  sat  in  the  stern,  managing  the 
canoe  ynth  a  skill  little  .^hort  of  that  of  a  man,  Ixigan  a  discourse, 
which  she  had  been  burning  to  commence  ever  since  they  quitted 
the  point. 

**  Here  wo  are  safe,  Hetty,"  she  said,  "  and  may  talk  without 
the  fear  of  being  overheard.  You  must  speak  low,  however, 
for  sounds  arc  heard  far  on  the  water  in  a  still  night  I  was  so 
close  to  the  point,  some  of  the  time,  while  you  were  on  it,  that  I 
have  heard  the  voices  of  the  warriors,  and  I  heanl  your  shoes 
on  the  gravel  of  the  beacli,  even  before  you  spoke." 

**  I  don't  believe,  Judith,  the  Hurons  know  I  have  letl  them." 

"Quite  likely  they  do  not  for  a  lover  makes  a  poor  sentr}, 
unless  it  be  to  watch  for  his  sweetheart !  But  tell  me,  Hetty, 
did  you  see  and  speak  with  Di*erslayer  ?" 

'*  Oh,  yes — there  he  was  seated  near  the  fire,  with  his  legs 
tivd,  though  thfy  left  his  arms  free  to  move  theia  «&  bft. 
pleased."  .^ 


HE      DEB  RBLAT 


"  W.ll,  tt liat  did  hu  tell  you,  child ?     Speak  quick ;  1  i 


elic» 


"  Wliiit  Jitl 


ti'll  me!  why,  whsil  do  you  iLink,  Judith  ;  he 
UM  iiK'  tijiit  ix'  (.'ouliln't  K'Rd  I  t)nly  Uiitik  of  that!  .1  white 
mull.  :i[ii)  iiiit  ktimv  Iiow  to  rend  liis  bibli>,  even  !  Be  nevci 
ruiilil  li:,v,-  hiiil  ;i  mother,  sistiT  T 

"  X.vi-r  mind  that,  Ek'tty.  AH  men  cun't  read ;  though 
iiiotli<-r  kiK'iv  St)  miK'h,  und  taught  u^  sd  much,  £ith<-r  knows 
\<-t\  little  ;ilx)ut  lKH>ks,  a:id  ho  eaii  barely  read  the  bible,  you 
Uow  " 

"  (.>h  !  I  iicvi.-r  thou<;ht  fiithcra  could  read  much,  but  tnolhen 
oufilit  fill  to  rc;id,  else  how  can  (hey  teach  tlieir  chili'ren  I 
]lf|it-Tid  oti  it,  Jmlith,  IX'CRlayer  could  llL■^cr  have  had  a 
mother,  >'k-  he  noM  ki)o»-  how  to  read." 

"Did  you  t.U  him  /wiityou  ashore,  Hetty,  and  how  much 
CuiicTii  I  fi-i-j  for  hi.^  iiiisfoi-tmie  ?"  asked  the  other  imiKitiL-iitly. 

■■  1  U'li.-vt-  1  did.  Judilli ;  but  you  k.Low  I  am  feelk-iiiinded, 
;iiid   I  miiy  have  foi'L;i)tteii,     I  tliil  ti-ll  him  you  brought  me 
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took  all  SO  quietly  and  without  Doise!     Deerslayer  is  not  as 
handsome  as  Hurry  Harry,  Judith,  but  he  is  more  quiet^ 

"  He's  worth  a  million  Hurrys !  yes,  he's  worth  all  the  young 
men  who  ever  came  upon  the  lake  put  together,"  said  Judith, 
with  an  energy  and  positiveness  that  caused  her  sister  to  wonder. 
**  He  is  true.  There  is  no  lie  about  Deerslayer.  You^  Hetty, 
may  not  know  what  a  merit  it  is  in  a  man  to  have  truth,  but 
when  you  get — no — I  hope  you  will  never  know  it.  Why 
should  one  like  you  be  ever  made  to  learn  the  hard  lesson  to 
distrust  and  hate !" 

Judith  bowed  her  face,  dark  as  it  was,  and  unseen  as  she 
must  have  been,  by  any  eye  but  that  of  Omniscience,  between 
her  hands,  and  groaned.  This  sudden  paroxysm  of  feeling, 
however,  lasted  but  for  a  moment,  and  she  continued  more  calmly, 
still  speaking  frankly  to  her  sister,  whose  intelligence  and  whose 
discretion  in  anything  that  related  to  herself,  she  did  not  in  the 
least  distrust.  Her  voice,  however,  was  low  and  husky,  instead 
of  having  its  former  clearness  and  animation. 

**  It  is  a  hard  thing  to  fear  truth,  Hetty,"  she  said  ;  "  and  yt-t 
do  I  more  dread  Deei*slayer's  truth,  than  any  enemy !  One 
cannot  tamper  with  such  truth — so  much  honesty — such 
obstinate  uprightness!  But  we  are  not  altogether  unequal, 
sister — Deerslayer  and  I?     He  is  not  altogether  my  superior ?" 

It  was  not  usual  for  Judith  so  far  to  demean  herself  as  to 
appeal  to  Hetty's  judgment.  Nor  did  she  often  address  her  by 
the  title  of  sister,  a  distinction  that  is  commonly  given  by  the 
junior  to  the  senior,  even  where  there  is  perfect  equality  in  all 
other  respects.  As  trifling  departures  from  habitual  deportment 
oftener  strike  the  imagination  than  more  important  changes, 
Hetty  (>erceived  the  circumstances,  and  wondered  at  them  in  her 
own  simple  way. 

Her  ambition  was  a  little  quickened,  and  the  answer  was  as 
much  out  of  the  usual  course  of  things  as  the  question ;  the 
poor  girl  attempting  to  refine  beyond  her  strength. 

**  Superior,  Judith  !"  she  repeated  with  pride.  "  In  what  can 
DeersUiyer  be  your  superior?     Are  you  not  mother's  child— 


iii'l  ilms  111-  Liiim  huw  h>  ri'iid— and  wasii'L  tnoUiiT  beEtre  anj- 
ADiniin  iu  all  t)iis  part  uf  tLe  world  t  I  should  tliink,  so  Stf 
Viiiii  sup]<osiiig  liiinsolf  1/oar  sujicrior,  be  would  hardly  believe 
jiiiisi'lI'miiK'.      You  are  banUaomo,  and  he  is  ugly " 

'■  No.  not  iiyly,  Iletty,"  interrupted  Judilli.  "Ouly  plain. 
[till  bis  hutie.>t  fiicu  has,  a  look  in  it,  that  is  fur  better  than 
:>r':iMtv.  Ill  my  eyes  bet'rslnycr  is  handsumer  than  Huny 
ILirry." 

''  fl  udith  HutU^r !  you  frigbteD  me.  Hurry  is  the  liBtidaomcat 
ii>irt:il  iu  till'  wurld— evoii  handsomer  than  you  ure  yoUTself; 
ii.'u;iiise  a  innn'n  good  looks,  you  know,  are  always  bt-tter  than 

I  nijiTiau's  good  looks." 

Tills  little  inuuovnt  touch  uf  natural  taste  did  ni>t  pleaae  the 
'Idi'i*   sistt^r   »t  tliij    niomeut,   and  she    did    not  scruple  to 

"  lU'tty,  you  now  spwik  foolishly,  and  bad  better  say  no  more 
J"  tills  subject,"  sbu  auawered.  "  Hurry  is  not  tbe  handsomest 
iiiirtid  ill  ibe  world,  by  many;  and  there  are  officers  in  the 
■;iirisons — ''  Juditli  stammered  at  the  words — "there  are  officeis 

II  llie  giirrisoiis  near  us,  fur  eomelior  than  he.  But,  why  do  you 
liiiik  me  the  equal  of  Lk-eralaycr— speak  of  tkal^  for  I  do  not 
ikt'  Iu  hear  you  show  so  much  admiration  of  a  nun  like  Hurry 
Jiirry,  who  lia.^  neither  feelings,  miiniiere,  nor  conswnce.     You 


THE     DEER8LATER.  3:i9 

called  the  equal  of  a  man  like  Deerslayer.  It  is  true,  I  luivc  been 
better  taught ;  in  one  sense  am  more  comely  ;  and  perhaps  might 
look  higher ;  but  then  his  truth — his  truth — makes  a  fearful 
difference  bi»tween  us !  Well,  I  will  talk  no  more  of  this ;  and 
we  will  bethiiik  us  of  the  means  of  getting  him  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Ilurons.  We  have  father's  chest  in  tlie  ark,  Hetty,  and 
•night  tr}^  the  temptation  of  more  elephants  ;  though  I  fear  such 
baubles  will  not  buy  the  lil)erty  of  a  man  like  Deerslayer.  1 
nm  afraid  father  and  Hurry  will  not  be  as  willing  to  ransom 
Deerslayer,  as  Deerslayer  was  to  ransom  them !" 

**  Why  not,  Judith  ?  Hurry  and  Deerslayer  are  friends,  and 
friends  should  always  help  one  another.'* 

**  Alas  !  poor  Hetty,  you  little  know  mankind !  Seeming 
friends  are  often  more  to  be  dreaded  than  ojwn  enemi(\s ; 
particularly  by  females.  But  you'll  have  to  land  in  the  njorn- 
ing,  and  try  again  what  can  be  done  for  Deerslayer,  'J  orturcd 
he  shall  not  be,  while  Judith  Hutter  lives,  and  can  find  means 
to  prevent  it" 

Tlie  conversation  now  grew  desultory,  and  was  drawn  out, 
until  the  elder  sister  had  extracted  from  the  younger  exQty  fact 
that  the  f(H»ble  faculties  of  the  latter  permitted  her  to  retain,  and 
to  communicate.  When  Judith  was  satisfied — though  she 
could  never  lie  said  to  be  satisfied,  whose  feelings  seemed  to  be 
80  interwoven  with  all  that  related  to  the  subject,  as  to  have 
excited  a  nearly  in«pi)easable  curiosity — but,  when  Judith  could 
think  of  no  more  questions  to  ask,  without  res^^rting  to 
repetition,  the  canoe  was  paddled  towards  the  scow.  The 
intense  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  deep  shadows  which  the 
hills  and  forest  cast  ui»on  the  wat(»r,  rendered  it  difficult  to  find 
the  vessel,  anchored,  as  it  had  been,  as  close  to  the  shore  as  a 
regard  to  safety  rendered  prudent.  Judith  was  exjjfrt  in  Uie 
management  of  a  l>ark  canoe,  the  lightness  of  which  demanded 
skill  rather  than  strength  ;  and  she  forced  her  own  little  vessel 
Bwiftlv  over  the  water,  the  moment  she  had  ended  her  confer- 
ence  with  Hettv,  and  had  come  to  the  determination  to  return. 
Still  no  ark  was  seen.     Several  times  the  sisters  fancied  tUe^ 


Bnw  it,  lootaiiig  uji  in  tlie  olticurity,  like  a  low  black  rock,  bill 
on  eacli  ucdtsiuii  it  w»s  found  to  be  cither  nn  upticul  illusion,  r>t 
some  swell  of  Ihe  fulis^  on  the  shore.  Afier  a  search  thst 
liisleil  half  mi  hour,  llic  girls  were  forced  to  the  unwelconte 
uunviclion  thitt  the  ark  had  departed. 

Most  youn^'  women  would  have  felt  the  awkwardness  of  their 
situation,  iu  a  [iliysioal  sense,  under  the  drcumstances  in  which 
thu  nistars  wrrt!  left,  more  than  any  apprehensions  of  a  dilferonl 
naturu.  Not  so  with  Judith,  however;  and  even  Hetty  felt 
jiiora  conci^rn  about  the  motives  that  might  have  influenced  her 
father  and  Hurry,  than  any  fears  for  her  own  safety. 

"  It  cannot  bo,  Hetty,"  said  Judith,  when  a  thorough  search 
had  satisfied  them  both  that  no  ark  was  to  be  found,  "  it  cannot 
be  that  the  Indians  have  rnfted,  or  swum  ot^  and  surprised  our 
friends  as  they  slept !" 

"  I  don't  believe  that  HIbI  and  Chingachgook  would  Bleep 
until  they  hail  told  each  other  all  they  had  to  say  after  so  lung 
a  separHtion — do  you,  sister  V 
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IB  a  little  more  southern  air  tban  there  was,  and  tLey  have  gone 
up  the  hike " 

Judith  stopped,  for,  as  the  last  word  was  on  her  tongue,  the 
scene  was  suddenly  lighted,  though  only  for  a  single  instant, 
by  a  flash.  The  crack  of  a  rifle  succeeded,  and  then  followed 
the  roll  of  the  echo  along  the  ea**tern  mountains.  Almost  at 
the  same  moment  a  piercing  female  cry  arose  in  the  air  in  a 
prolonged  shriek.  The  awful  stillness  that  succeeded  was,  if 
possible,  more  appalling  than  the  fierce  and  sudden  interruption 
of  the  deep  silence  of  midnight.  Resolute  as  she  was  both  by 
nature  and  habit,  Judith  scarce  breathed,  while  pcHjr  Hetty  hid 
her  face  and  trembled. 

"  That  was  a  woman's  cry,  Iletty,"  said  the  former,  solemnly, 
**  and  it  was  a  cry  of  anguish !  If  the  ark  has  moved  from  this 
»pot,  it  can  only  have  gone  north  with  this  air,  and  the  gun  and 
Bhriek  came  from  the  j>oint.     Can  anything  have  befallen  Hist?" 

"  Let  us  go  and  see,  Judith  ;  she  may  want  our  assistina^ — 
for,  besides  herself,  tln^re  ai*e  none  but  men  in  the  ark." 

It  was  not  a  moment  for  hc^sitation,  and  ere  Judith  had  ceased 
speaking  her  paddle  wa-^  in  the  water.  The  distance  to  the 
point,  in  a  direct  line,  was  not  gieat,  and  the  impulses  under 
which  the  girls  worked  were  too  exciting  to  allow  them  to  w;usle 
the  precious  moments  in  useless  precautions.  They  pad«ll«'d 
incautiously  for  them,  but  the  same  excitement  kept  others  from 
noting  their  movoments.  Presently  a  glare  of  light  caught  the 
eye  of  Judith  through  an  ojK»ning  in  the  bushes,  and  steering 
by  it  she  so  directed  the  canoe  as  to  keep  it  visible,  while  she 
got  as  near  the  land  as  was  either  prudent  or  necessary. 

Tlie  scene  that  wjus  now  j>resented  to  the  olwervation  of  the 
girls  was  within  the  wixxls,  on  the  side  of  the  declivity  so  often 
mentioned,  and  in  |)lain  view  from  the  boat.  Here  all  in  the 
camp  were  collected,  some  six  or  eight  carrying  torches  of  fat- 
pine,  which  cast  a  stronji^  but  funereal  light  on  all  beneath  the 
arches  of  the  forest.  With  her  back  suppoiled  against  a  trer , 
and  siustained  on  one  side  by  the  young  sentinel  whose  remiss- 
ness had  sufl'ered  Ht^tty  to  esca]x?,  sat  the  female  whose  expected 


\U\t  ha*l  jiroditwtl  IjIs  delinquency.  By  tlic  glare  of  the  twcli 
Llmt  tens  hAd  ncnr  )ier  fncc,  it  was  eridi^nt  thnt  she  whs  in  the 
(iLTiimips  of  i.k'iilli,  ivhile  Ihc  blood  that  trickled  from  lior  bared 
t-ifcum  Ix-lrnjirl  the  nature  of  the  injury  slie  had  reedved-  The 
[uiiyii'iit,  jicewlior  Muell  of  gunpowder,  too,  was  still  quite  per- 
tfjitiUL'  iii  lilt-  lioa*y,  daui]j  night  air.  There  cuuld  be  no 
<)Ui'stion  that  hIiu  hud  bevn  shoL  Judith  understood  it  nil  >it  a 
glance.  The  streak  of  light  had  nppeared  on  the  water  a  short 
ilistiuicu  from  the  )>aint,  and  either  the  rifle  hiul  been  diKcbarged 
frmii  a  vm\'h-  hoveling  near  the  land,  or  it  hud  been  fired  from 
iln  .irk  in  I  i^i.'^.Mii^.  An  ineaiilious  exclamation  or  langh  may  hnre 
l>r>"liii'L  >l  [he  asiiimlt,  for  it  was  barely  possible  tliat  the  ^m  had 
l"'i  11  ^i~~i-ii'd  Ijv  aiiv  other  agent  than  sound.  As  to  the  effect, 
lli:il  «as  =uriii  ^lill  more  ap|>areijl,  the  head  of  the  victim  drop- 
|iiiiLr.  ^lud  iliL'  b'lilv  -^inking  in  death.  Then  uU  the  torches  but 
L'lie  were  L*.\iiiigiiished — ^a  measure  of  prudence  ;  and  theiiiclan- 
chi>ly  train  tliat  bore  the  body  to  the  camp  was  just  to  be 
ilisliuguishcil  by  tlie  gliuiniering  light  that  K'mnined. 


done,  therefore,  tlisn  to  sock  a  place  c^  soTfty ;  nnd  ihis  wai 
on\y  to  be  found  in  tlie  centre  of  the  l;ikc.  Paddling,  in  silence, 
to  that  spot,  tlie  canoe  nas  suffered  to  drift  aortlierlj,  while  the 
^rU  souglit  such  repose  as  their  utualJoQ  and  feelings  would 
permit 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

"Suind  to  >-(Hir  umi,  find  iminl  tba  dooT' 


TfiE  conjocturt.'  of  Judith  Iluttcr,  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  tiie  Indian  girl  had  inot  her  death,  was  accurate  in  the 
iiiiiin.  Af^r  sleeping  several  hours,  her  fother  und  Hartii 
iiinike.  This  occurri^  a  fow  minutes  after  she  hnH  k-ft  tie  ark, 
t'l  gii  in  quest  of  her  sister,  and  when  of  course  Chingachgouk 
iiri'l  liis  Wtrutlied  were  on  board.  From  the  De)awHr«  the  old 
|]  of  t\n:  camp,  ■■iiid  tl>o 
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savages  at  this  hour,  and  letting  himself  fall  into  their  handn 
like  a  deer  that  tumbles  into  a  pit,"  growled  the  old  man, 
perceiving  jis  usual  the  mote  in  hi**  neighbor's  eyes,  while  he 
overlooked  the  Wam  in  his  own.  "  If  he  is  left  to  pay  for  his 
stupidity  with  his  own  t}esh,  he  can  blnme  no  one  but  him- 

"That's  the  way  of  the  world,  Old  Tom,"  returned  Hurry. 
"  Every  man  must  meet  his  own  debts,  and  answer  for  his  own 
sins.  Tm  amazed,  however,  that  a  lad  as  skilful  and  watchful 
as  Deerslayer,  should  have  been  caught  in  such  a  trap  !  I  )idn't 
he  know  any  betttT  than  to  go  prowling  about  a  Huron  camp, 
at  midnight,  with  no  pL'ice  to  retreat  to  but  a  lake  ?  or  did  he 
think  himself  a  buck,  that  by  taking  to  the  water  could  throw 
off  the  scent  and  swim  himself  out  of  difficulty  ?  I  had  a  better 
opinion  of  the  boy's  judgment,  Fll  own  :  but  we  must  overlook 
a  little  ignorance  in  a  raw  hand.  1  say,  Must<.*r  Hutter,  do  you 
hap|>en  to  know  what  has  become  of  the  gals — I  see  no  signs  of 
Juditli  or  Hetty,  though  I've  been  through  the  ark,  and  looked 
into  all  its  living  creatur's  ?" 

Hutter  briefly  explained  the  manner  in  which  his  daughters 
had  taken  to  the  canoe,  as  it  had  been  related  by  the  Delaware, 
as  well  as  the  return  of  Judith  after  landing  her  sister,  and  her 
second  departure. 

"  This  coniL'S  of  a  smooth  tongue.  Floating  Tom,"  exclaimed 
Hurry,  grating  his  teeth  in  pure  resentment — "this  comes  of  a 
smooth  tongue,  and  a  silly  gal's  inclinations — and  you  had  best 
look  into  the  matter !  You  and  1  were  both  prisoners  " — Hurry 
could  recall  that  circumstance  now, — "you  and  I  were  both 
prisoners,  and  yet  Judith  never  stirred  an  inch  to  do  us  any 
siU'vice  !  She  is  Ix* witched  with  this  lank-looking  I  )eei-slayer  ; 
and  he,  and  she,  and  you,  and  all  of  us,  had  best  look  to  it  I 
am  not  a  man  to  put  up  with  such  a  wrong  quietly,  and  do  say, 
all  the  parties  had  best  look  to  it!  Let's  up  kedge,  old  fellow, 
and  move  nearer  to  tliis  point,  and  see  how  matters  are 
getting  on." 

Hutter  had  no  objections  to  this  movement,  and  the  ark  was 


vot  uiidi'i'  wuy,  ill  thu  usual  manner,  care  bt-iug  taken  to  mnke 
liu  iiol-w.  Tlie  wind  was  passing  uurtbvrunl.  and  ihp  sail  soon 
swpjit  the  scow  so  fiir  up  llie  Ijiki',  as  Ui  render  the  dark  outlii>E« 
of  tlie  Irets  that  cIolliL-d  tiiB  f»)int,  dimly  ™ible.  Floating  Tom 
st/?er('d,  »nd  lie  smlod  along  »s  ncnr  tlie  land  as  the  dej'th  uf  list 
witlLT  and  lilt  civerhniiging  branches  would  &llow.  It  vsn 
inipos-sibli)  la  distjngtiisli  nnythiog  that  ^tood  within  tiie 
slladow^<  of  the  shore;  but  the  fomis  of  the  sail  and  of  the  hnt 
wore  discerned  by  the  young  sentinel  on  the  beach,  who  lias 
already  been  mentioned.  In  the  moment  of  sudden  surprise,  n 
deep  Indian  exciiimntlon  escaped  him.  In  tliat  spirit  of  reck- 
lessness and  ferocity  that  formed  the  (««cnce  of  nnrrv'" 
diameter,  this  man  dropped  his  ride  and  fired.  The  ball  w.is 
spL'd  by  accident,  or  by  that  overruling  Proridence  which 
di'cides  the  fiitcs  of  all,  and  tlie  girl  Fell.  Then  followed  the 
»(i-ii.'  with  tbi)  lorohes,  wliit^h  has  jiwt  been  described. 

At  the  precise  moment  when  Hurry  committed  thb  act  ot 
utitliitikiii^  cruelty,  the  canoe  of  Judith  wm  within  &  hundred 
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and  it  was  already  opening  the  bay  above  the  point,  and  was 
consequently  quitting  the  land. 

Hurry's  companions  did  not  view  bis  conduct  with  the  same 
indulgence  as  that  with  which  he  a)>[)eared  disponed  to  regard  it 
himself.  Iluttcr  growled  out  his  dissatisfaction,  for  the  act  led 
to  no  advantage,  while  it  threatened  to  render  the  warfare  more 
vindictive  than  ever ;  and  none  censure  motiveless  departures 
from  the  right  more  severely  than  tlie  mercenary  and  unprinci- 
pled. Still  he  commanded  himself,  the  captivity  of  Deerslayer 
rendering  the  arm  of  the  offender  of  double  consequence  to  him 
at  that  moment.  Chingachgook  arose,  and  for  a  single  instant 
the  ancient  animosity  of  tribes  was  forgotten  in  a  feeling  of  color ; 
but  he  recollocted  liims<^lf  in  season  to  prevent  any  of  the  fierce 
consequences  that  for  a  ]>«ssing  moment  he  certainly  meditated. 
Not  so  with  Hist  Rushing  through  the  hut,  or  cabin,  the  girl 
strxnl  at  the  side  of  Hurry,  almost  as  soon  as  his  rifle  touched 
the  bottom  of  the  scow ;  and  with  a  fearlessness  that  did  creclit 
to  her  heart,  she  poured  out  her  rej)roacht'S  with  the  generous 
warmth  of  a  woman. 

"  What  for  you  shoot  ?"  she  said.  *•  What  Huron  gal  do, 
dat  you  kill  him?  What  you  t'ink  Manitou  sayf  What 
you  tMnk  Manitou  feel?  What  Iro«]uois  dof  No  get 
honor — ^no  get  camp — no  get  prisoner — no  get  battle — no  get 
scalp — no  get  not'ing  at  all.  Blood  come  after  blood !  How 
you  feel  your  wife  killed  ?  Who  pity  you  when  tear  come  for 
moder  or  sister?  You  big  as  great  pine — Huron  gal  little 
slender  birch — why  you  fall  on  her  and  crush  her  ?  You  t'ink 
Huron  forget  it  ?  No ;  red-skin  never  forget  Never  forget 
friend ;  never  forget  enemy.  Red  man  Manitou  in  dat.  Why 
you  so  wicked,  great  pale-face  ?" 

Hurry  had  never  been  so  daunted  as  by  this  close  and  warm 
attack  of  the  Indian  girl.  It  is  true  that  she  had  a  powerful  ally 
in  his  conscience ;  and  while  she  spoke  earnestly,  it  was  in  tones 
so  fi»minine  as  to  deprive  him  of  any  pretext  for  unmanly 
anger.  Tlie  softness  of  her  voice  added  to  the  weight  of  her 
remonstrance,  by  lending  to  the  latter  an  air  of  purity  and  trvAW 
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Like  most  vulgiir-iniudiKt  men,  he  had  only  regarded  tho  lodiaos 
tlirough  lli<-  medium  of  iheir  coatser  and  tiurcLT  characterislicft. 
It  lind  iieVL-r  titnii'k  liini  that  the  affoetiuiis  iire  hiniiiui ;  that 
I'viii  Iiigli  iiriin^i])les — modified  by  huUts  and  iirejudices,  bui  no! 
tlie  k'ss  c'lmaU'd  within  Uioir  cirt-lc — cau  i-xlA  in  the  saviige 
dtate;  and  tlint  the  warrior  who  ia  mor^t  nithloeB  in  the  6cld, 
can  submit  to  tin;  solWt  and  gontlcst  influences  in  tlie  moDicnts 
of  duini-stiti  (juit't.  In  a  wurd,  it  vaa  the  htilHt  uf  liis  mind  to 
rt'gnril  all  Indiana  us  being  only  a  slight  degree  rcinoted  from 
till'  uild  U'lLil^  that  ruanked  ihv  woods,  and  to  fei-1  disjwaed  Ut 
tii'al  them  accordingly,  wlient'vcr  interest  or  caiirice  GU{i]>lied  a 
moiivc  or  an  impulse.  Still,  though  daunted  by  theso 
re|iro:it]Kis  the  liandsuine  barbarian  could  hardly  be  said  to  be 
pi^iiiifnt.  Ill'  w;is  loo  iiiucli  rubuked  by  couacicnce  to  suffw  an 
ijiitbrcak  uf  tt'nijier  to  esvn|)e  him ;  and  [>er)ia^  he  felt  that  he 
had  alrendy  coiiiniiilrd  an  act  that  might  Justly  bring  his  mau' 
houd  in  (juestion.  Instead  uf  resenting,  or  answering  tlic  sim- 
{ile,  but  natural  a]i|H>al  uf  Ili^t,  he  walked  away  like  one  who 
V  »it!,  ;t  ^ 
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was  the  usiinl  current  of  heavy,  damp  night  air,  which  passing 
over  the  summite  of  the  trees,  scarcely  appeared  to  descend  so 
low  as  the  surface  of  the  ghisay  lake,  but  k<.'pt  moving  a  short 
distance  above  it,  saturated  with  the  humidity  that  consUmtly 
arose  from  the  woods,  and  apparently  never  proceeding  far  in 
any  one  direction.  Tlie  currents  were  influenced  by  the  forma- 
tion of  the  hilLs,  as  a  matter  of  course — a  circumstance  that 
rendered  even  fresh  breezes  baffling,  and  whkjh  reduced  the 
feebler  eflforts  of  the  night  air  to  be  a  sort  of  capricious  and  fickle 
Biffhinjjs  of  the  woods.  Several  times  the  head  of  the  ark 
pointed  east,  and  once  it  was  actually  turned  towards  the  south 
again ;  but  on  the  whole,  it  worked  its  way  north,  Hutter 
making  always  a  fair  wind,  if  wind  it  could  be  called,  his  prin- 
cipal motive  appearing  to  Ix?  a  wish  to  keep  in  motion,  in  order 
to  d(?feat  any  treacherous  design  of  his  enemies.  He  now 
felt  some  little  concern  about  his  daughters,  and  perhaps  as 
much  about  the  canoe ;  but  on  the  whole,  this  uncertainty  did 
not  much  disturb  him,  as  he  had  the  reliance  already  mentioned 
on  the  intellijxeiice  of  Judith. 

It  was  the  season  of  the  shortest  nights,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  the  dwp  ol)scurity  which  precedes  the  day  began  to  yield 
to  the  returning  light.  If  any  earthly  scene  could  be  presented 
to  the  sens<^  of  man  that  might  soothe  his  passions  and  temper 
his  ferocity,  it  was  that  which  grew  upon  the  eyes  of  Hutter 
and  Hurry  as  the  hours  advanced,  changing  night  to  morning. 
Th(T(i  were  the  usual  soft  tints  of  the  sky  in  which  neither  the 
gloom  of  darkness  nor  the  brilliancy  of  the  sun  prevails,  and 
under  which  objects  apjxjar  more  unearthly,  and  we  might  add, 
holy,  than  at  any  other  portion  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  The 
beautiful  and  soothing  calm  of  eventide  has  been  extolled  by  a 
thoasand  poets,  and  yet  it  does  not  brinij  with  it  the  far-reaching 
and  sublime  thoughts  of  the  half-hour  that  priHiedes  the  rising 
of  a  summer's  sun.  Tn  the  one  case  the  panorama  is  gradually  hid 
from  the  sight,  while  in  the  other  its  objects  stirt  out  from  the 
unfolding  picture,  first  dim  and  misty,  then  marked  in,  in 
solemn  back -ground ;  next  seen  in  the  witchery  of  an  ineretisinq^ 


H  thing  as  ijifiercnt  «.<•  po«sib1i>  from  tbe  decrtoMng  twilight,  and 
liiullj'  idoIIdw,  diitlinct,  aii<l  luminous  ns  the  rays  of  the  gr^til 
ci'iilrc  of  light  diffiiso  themsetves  in  tho  atmosjihere.  Tbe 
hvmiis  of  bird^  ton,  liave  no  novel  counterpart  in  the  retreiit  to 
tliL'  roi.«t,  or  tlif  fliglit  to  the  nest ;  and  these  iriiiiriitbl]'  nccom- 
ji.iiiy  the  advent  of  tlie  day,  unii]  tho  appearance  of  the  ami 
il^lf 


All  thin,  hijwevrr,  Hotter  and  Hiirr^'  witnessed  without  expe- 
rii'iicing  any  of  that  calm  delight  which  tho  Bi>ectai-k'  b  wont  to 
hring  when  the  thotights  nra  just,  and  the  aspirartirtw  pure. 
TNi'v  not  only  witnessed  it,  bnt  they  witne*»ed  it  iindor 
cirenmstances  that  had  n  tendency  to  increase  its  [wwei-  and  to 
hi'iifhten  it*  channs.  Only  one  solitary  object  became  visible  in 
ihi'  returning  licht,  that  had  received  its  fomi  or  uses  fruin 
hiiiTian  tiste  or  human  desires,  which  as  often  deform  ils  biiiit- 
lil'v    a  l.'indsisipe.      This  was  tlie  castle;    all  the   rest   h>iins 
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tI)o  Appearances  generally  auspicious,  tbe  canoe  of  Judith  was 
Bwn  floating  northward  in  the  broad<^st  part  of  the  lake  ;  having 
actually  passed  the  scow  in  the  darkness,  in  obedience  U)  no 
other  ))owor  than  that  of  the  elements.  Hutter  got  his  glass, 
and  took  a  long  and  anxious  survey  to  ascertain  if  his  daughters 
weie  in  the  light  craft,  or  not;  and  a  slight  exclamation  like 
that  of  joy  escaped  him,  as  he  caught  a  glimpse  of  what  he 
rightly  conceived  to  be  a  part  of  Judith's  dress  above  the  top  of 
die  canoe.  At  the  next  instant,  the  girl  arose,  and  was  si'eo 
gazing  about  her,  like  one  assuring  herself  of  her  situation.  A 
minute  lat*.*r,  Hetty  was  seen  on  her  knees,  in  the  other  end  of 
the  canoe,  repeating  the  prayers  that  had  been  taught  her,  in 
childhood,  by  a  misguided  but  repentant  mother.  As  Hutter 
laid  down  the  glass,  still  drawn  to  its  focus,  the  Serpent  r:us<'d 
it  to  his  eye  and  turned  it  towards  the  canoe.  It  was  the  first 
time  he  had  ever  used  such  an  instrument,  and  Hist  understood 
by  his  **  hugh !"  Uie  expression  of  his  face,  and  his  entire  mien, 
that  something:  wonderful  had  excited  his  admiration.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  American  Indians,  more  particularly  those  of 
superior  character  and  stations,  singularly  maintiiin  their  self- 
possession  and  stoicism,  in  the  midst  of  the  flood  of  marvels 
that  present  themselves  in  their  occasional  visits  to  the  abod(»8 
of  civiHzfition  ;  and  Chingachgook  had  imbil)ed  enough  of 
this  impassibility  to  suppress  any  very  undignified  manifestation 
of  suqirise.  With  Hist,  however,  no  such  law  was  binding,  and 
when  her  lover  managed  to  bring  the  glass  in  a  line  with  a 
canoe,  and  her  eye  was  applied  to  the  smaller  end,  the  girl 
started  back  in  alarm ;  then  she  clapped  her  hands  with  delight^ 
and  a  laugh,  the  usual  attendant  of  untutored  admiration,  fol- 
lowed. A  few  minutes  sufficed  to  enable  this  quick-witti'd  girl 
to  manage  the  instrument  for  herself,  and  she  directed  it  at 
every  prominent  object  that  struck  her  fancy.  Finding  a  rest 
in  one  of  the  windows,  she  and  the  Delaware  first  surveyed 
the  lake,  then  Uie  shores,  the  hilLs,  and  finally  the  castle 
attracted  their  attention.  After  a  long  steady  gaze  at  the  latter, 
Hist  took  away  her  eye,  and  spoke  to  her  lover  in  a  low,  oarnesf 
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iiKiiiiicr.  Chiiigachgook  inimedinti^lj-  [ilaced  bis  tye  to  Ihe 
^liLvt,  ;trid  his  IrKik  uvun  CKUOMlcd  that  of  bis  IwLrutlK-d,  iii  U-tigUi 
and  inU.-nsitv-  Again  tliey  spoke  tuguUier  confidi'ntially,  H]>|-ear- 
ii^;;  lo  conijiare  opinions,  BfUir  which  tlin  gl.ifis  waa  laid  aside, 
imd  the  j'oung  warrior  quitted  Uie  ciibiu  to  join  HuUer  nod 

The  ark  wai  slowly  but  sli^adily  advancing,  and  tbe  caatie 
wiiB  iiial«rif)lly  within  half  a  mile,  when  Chingncbgook  jraned 
tbe  two  while  iiK>n  in  tlie  stern  uf  tlie  scow.  His  manner  w» 
ealm,  but  it  was  evident  to  tbe  othere,  who  were  &iiiiliar  with 
tbi^  habits  of  the  Indians,  that  he  bad  sometliing  to  conimunf- 
calf.  Hurry  was  generally  prompt  to  speak,  and  according  to 
ciislorn,  hti  tmjk  tlje  lead  ou  tJiis  oceasiou. 

"  Out  wilh  it,  red-skin,"  he  cried,  in  his  usual  rongh  manner. 
"  Have  you  discovered  a  cliip-inunk  in  a  tree,  or  is  there  a 
sjdTuon -trout  swimming  under  the  bottom  of  the  scow  f  Yon 
finil  wliat  a  pak'-faco  can  do  in  the  way  of  eyea,  now,  Sarjient, 
niid  inii^tii't  wonder  that  they  can   see  the  land  of  tbe  Indians 
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believe  you.  I  hope,  Sarpent,  you  and  your  gal  ^11  agree  ia 
telling  the  same  story  arter  marriage  as  well  as  you  do  now. 
Huron  then; ! — ^whereabouts  is  he  to  be  seen — in  the  i>adlock,  or 
tlie  cliains,  or  the  logs  ?  There  isnH  a  gaol  in  the  Colony  that 
has  a  more  lock-up  look  alx>ut  it  than  old  Tom's  chiente  ;  and  J 
know  something  about  gaols  from  exper'ence." 

**  No  st'c  moccasin,"  said  Hist  impatiently,  "  why  no  look-^ 
and  see  him." 

"Give  me  the  glass,  Harry,"  interrupted  Hutter,  "and  lower 
the  sail.  It  is  seldom  that  an  Indian  woman  meddles,  and 
when  she  does  there  is  generally  a  cause  for  it  There  i«,  truly, 
a  moccasin  floating  against  one  of  the  piles ;  and  it  may  or  may 
not  be  a  sign  that  the  castle  hasn't  escaped  nsitors  in  our 
absence.  Moccasins  are  no  rarities,  however,  for  I  wear  'em 
myself,  and  Deerslayer  wears  'em,  and  you  wear  'em,  March ; 
and  for  that  matter,  so  does  Hetty,  quite  as  often  as  she  wears 
shoes  ;  though  I  never  yet  saw  Judith  trust  her  pretty  foot  in  a 
moccasin." 

Hurry  had  lowered  the  sail  and  by  this  time  the  ark  was 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  ca<«tle,  setting  in  nearer  and 
nearer  each  moment^  but  at  a  rate  too  slow  to  excite  any  unea- 
siness. Each  now  took  the  glass  in  turn,  and  the  castle  and 
everything  near  it  was  subjected  to  a  scrutiny  still  more  rigid 
than  ever.  There  the  moccasin  lay,  beyond  a  question,  floating 
so  lightly  and  preserving  its  form  so  well  that  it  was  scarcely 
wot  It  had  caught  by  a  piece  of  the  rough  bark  of  one  of  the 
piles  on  the  exterior  of  the  water-palisade  that  formed  the  dock 
already  mentioned,  which  circumstance  alone  ])rovent«'d  it  from 
drifting  away  before  the  air.  Tliero  were  many  modes,  how- 
ever, of  accounting  for  the  presence  of  the  moccasin  without 
supposing  it  to  have  been  dropped  by  an  enemy.  It  might 
have  fallen  from  the  platform  even  while  Hutter  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  place,  and  drifted  to  the  spot  whore  it  was  now  seen, 
remaining  unnoticed  until  dt*toctod  by  the  acute  vision  of  Hist 
It  might  have  drifted  from  a  distance,  up  or  down  the  lake,  and 
aoddentallj  become  attached  to  the  pile  or  palisade.    It  iskv^^ 


hnvc  been  thrown  from  a  window  and  alighted  in  that  particulnr 
[Am-q  ;  or  it  might  certainly  have  fallen  from  a  scout  or  as 
as.sailiuit  diirJDjf  tlie  past  nig;ht,  who  wns  obliged  to  abandon  it 
to  the  liikt'  in  tlie  doep  obwurity  which  ihen  ]irevwled. 

All  these  conjectures  passed  frotn  Hntter  to  Hnny,  dft 
former  a]ii."ejiring  disjiowd  to  regard  the  omen  as  a  little  ^ist«r, 
white  tbe  latter  treated  it  with  his  usual  reckless  dbdun.  As 
for  tiio  Indian,  be  was  of  opinion  that  the  moccasin  should  ha 
riowed  as  one  would  regard  a  trail  in  the  woods  which  might 
or  might  not  eqnally  prove  to  be  threat«ning.  Hist,  howevrt; 
had  something  a\'ailable  to  propose.  She  dechirpd  her  readincsc 
to  take  a  canoe  to  proceed  to  the  palisade  and  bring  away  the 
moccasin,  when  its  ornaments  would  show  whether  it  came  from 
tin:  Cauadas  or  not.  Both  the  while  men  were  dis|iosed  to 
areqit  this  offer;  but  the  Delaware  interfered  to  prevent  the 
risk.  If  such  a  sen-ice  was  to  be  undertaken,  it  best  becamp  a 
warrior  to  expose  himself  in  iLs  execution ;  and  he  gave  his 
refusal  to  let  his  betrothed  proceed,  much  in  the  quiet,  but  brief 
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implement  tlie  other  named,  into  the  water,  just  hs  Hurry^s  lim- 
ber tongue  ceased.  Wah-ta  !-Wah  saw  the  departure  of  her 
warrior  on  this  occasion,  with  the  submissive  silence  of  an  Indian 
(^irl,  but  with  most  of  the  misgivings  and  a{>prehensions  of  her  sex. 
lliroughout  the  whole  of  the  past  night,  and  down  to  the  moment 
when  they  used  the  glass  together  in  the  hut,  Chingachgook  had 
manifested  as  much  manly  tenderness  towards  his  betrothed  as  one 
of  the  most  refined  sentiments  could  have  shown  under  simihu* 
circumstances  ;  but  now  every  sign  of  weakness  was  lost  in  an 
appearance  of  stern  resolution.  Although  Hist  timidly 
endeavored  to  catch  his  eye,  as  the  canoe  left  the  side  of  the 
ark,  tlie  pride  of  a  warrior  would  not  permit  him  to  meet  her 
fond  and  anxious  looks.  The  canoe  departed,  and  not  a  wander^ 
ing  glance  rewarded  her  solicitude. 

Nor  were  the  Delaware's  care  and  gravity  misplaced,  under 
the  impressions  with  which  he  proceeded  on  this  ent«*rprise.  If 
tlie  enemy  had  rt^ally  gained  {possession  of  the  building,  he  was 
obliged  to  put  himself  under  the  very  muzzles  of  their  rifles,  as 
it  were,  and  this  too  without  tlie  protection  of  any  of  that  cover, 
vvhich  forms  so  essential  an  ally  in  Indian  warfare.  It  is 
scarcely  j»ossible  to  conceive  of  a  service  more  dangerous  ;  and 
had  the  Seri)ent  been  fortified  by  the  exi>erience  of  ten  more 
years,  or  had  his  friend,  the  Deerslayer,  been  present,  it  would 
never  have  been  attempted ;  the  advantages  in  no  degree 
comjjensjiting  for  the  risk.  But  the  pride  of  an  Indian  chief 
was  acted  on  by  the  rivalry  of  colour ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  the  presence  of  the  very  creature  from  whom  his  i<leas  of 
manhood  j)revent(d  liis  receiving  a  single  glance, overflowing  as 
he  was  with  the  love  she  so  well  merited,  had  no  small  influence 
on  his  doti'rmiiiation. 

Chingaeligook  paddled  steadily  towards  the  palisades,  kee]»ing 
his  eye  on  the  diflerent  loops  of  the  building.  Each  inst-int  lie 
exp<K?ied  to  see  the  muzzle  of  a  rifle  protruded,  or  to  hear  its 
shaq)  crack ;  but  he  succeeded  in  reaching  the  piles  in  safety, 
ITiTe  he  was,  in  a  measure,  protected,  having  the  heads  of  the 
palisades  between  him  and  the  hut ;  and  the  clmiuyae^  o(  vwv^ 
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Mltempt  on  his  lift',  wliile  thus  covered,  were  greatly  dimiiudie& 
riie  canoe  had  rL-iivhtiJ  tiie  pil«  with  its  heaJ  iiicHning  iiortli- 
u'Hrd,  ai)<l  at  u  slmrt  tlisliincu  from  the  moccasiu.  li)»tead  of 
turning  to  pick  u[>  t)ie  lutter,  the  Delawart;  slowly  made  lh« 
firciiit  of  tlie  wholi:  liuildiiig,  dt^lihemt^ly  examiuing  every  object 
that  should  h^tray  the  prepuce  of  enemies,  or  the  corDiuissiofi 
of  nolence.  Not  a  single  sign  could  he  discovered,  however,  to 
confirm  the  suspicions  that  bad  been  awakened.  Tlie  stillness 
of  desertion  pervaded  the  building ;  not  a  fastening  wbb 
displaced ;  not  a  window  had  been  broken.  The  door  looked 
IIS  secure  as  at  the  liour  when  it  wss  closed  by  Hutter,  and  even 
the  gate  of  the  dock  had  all  tlie  custonmr)'  fastenings.  In  slioit, 
the  moat  wary  and  jealous  eye  could  d-tect  no  other  evidence 
of  the  visit  uf  enemies,  than  that  which  was  connect'3d  with  tha 
;i]i]  ii-iirnnLi*  of  the  floating  moccasin. 

The  I  lehiwiire  was  now  greatly  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed.  At 
i  ine  moment,  as  he  came  round  in  front  of  the  castle,  he  was  ou 
llie  |H)iiit  of  ^li'ppiiig  up  on  the  platform,  and  of  applying  bis 
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Delaware  in  reoonnoitring  must  be  understood  ;  and  it  was  the 
wisest  way,  however  perilous  it  might  be,  to  retire  with  an  air 
of  con6dence,  as  if  all  distrust  were  terminated  by  Uie  examina- 
tion. Such,  accordingly,  was  the  course  adopted  by  the  Indian, 
who  paddled  deliberately  away,  taking  the  direction  of  the  ark, 
suffering  no  nervous  impulse  to  quicken  the  motions  of  his  arms, 
or  to  induce  him  to  turn  even  a  furtive  glance  behind  him. 

No  tender  wife,  reared  in  the  refinements  of  the  highest  civili- 
zation, ever  met  a  husband  on  his  return  from  the  field,  with 
more  of  sensibihty  in  her  countenance,  than  Hist  discovered,  iVA 
t>he  saw  the  Great  Serpent  of  the  Delawares  step,  unharmed, 
into  the  ark.  Still  she  repressed  her  emotions,  though  the  joy 
that  sparkled  in  her  dark  eyes,  and  the  smile  that  lighted  her 
pretty  mouth,  spoke  a  language  that  her  betrothed  could  under- 
stand. 

*'  Well,  Sarpent,"  cried  Hurry,  always  the  first  to  speak, 
^  what  news  from  the  Muskrats  ?  EHd  they  show  their  teeth,  as 
you  surrounded  their  dwelling?" 

"  I  no  hke  him** — sententiousl v  returned  the  Delaware.  "  Too 
still.    So  still,  can  see  silence  -^ 

^ThatV  downright  Injin — as  if  anything  could  make  less 
noise  than  nothing !  If  youVe  no  better  reason  than  this  to 
give.  Old  Tom  had  better  hoist  his  sail,  and  go  and  get  his 
breakfiist  under  his  own  roof.  What  has  become  of  the  moc- 
casin ?^' 

"  Here,"  returned  Cliingachgook,  holding  up  his  prize  for  the 
general  inspection. 

The  moccasin  was  examined,  and  Hist  confidently  pronounced 
it  to  be  Huron,  by  the  manner  in  which  the  porcupine^s  quills 
were  arranged  on  its  front.  Hutter,  and  the  Delaware,  too, 
we're  decidedly  of  the  same  opinion.  Admitting  all  this,  how- 
ever, it  did  not  necessarily  ft»llow  that  its  owners  were  in  the 
castle.  The  moccasin  might  have  drifted  from  a  distance,  or  it 
misrht  have  fallen  from  the  foot  of  some  scout,  who  had  quitted 
the  place  when  hi;^  errand  was  accomplished.  In  short,  it 
explained  nothing,  while  it  awakened  so  much  di&lrofi^K 


Under  the  cireuiii=taneea,  Hutter  and  Hurry  were  not  men  lo 
be  lung  deterred  from  prt>ceeding,  by  pnxrfs  as  aliglit  as  thai  of 
the  mowjtaiD.  Tlii-v  huistud  the  sail  a^uQ,  and  tLe  ark  via 
soon  in  inution,  heading  lowarda  the  castle.  The  wind,  or  air, 
ointiiiiied  light,  and  the  inovumeDt  was  aulficienUy  slow  to  alloH' 
of  a  di'liherate  survey  of  the  building  as  the  scow  ap|>roacli('J. 

The  »ime  di'iith-liko  silence  reigned,  and  Jl  wns  difficult  to 
fiiiu'v  that  an\'thin^  po^esuting  nnimid  life  could  be  in  or  arunuil 
lliR  jiluce.  Ciilikt  the  Serpeut,  whoee  imaginatiou  hod  af?!t«d 
througli  his  iraditioua  until  he  was  ready  U>  perceive  an  artifi- 
cial in  a  natural  stillne<u,  (he  others  saw  nothing  to  apprehend 
in  a  tranquillity  that,  in  truth,  merely  denoted  the  repose  of  inmii- 
iii.-ite  ubjeeU.  The  accessories  of  the  scene,  too,  were  sooUiiiig  and 
cahn,  rather  than  excidng.  The  day  had  not  yet  advanced  so 
liir  as  to  l)riug  the  sun  above  the  horizon,  but  the  heavens,  ilie 
atmosphere,  and  the  wooiU  and  lake,  were  all  seen  undyr  thai 
wifti-ned  light  which  imrawdialdy  precedes  his  appearance,  and 
which,  ]>erhrips,  is  the  most  witcliing  period  of  the  four-and- 
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platform.  From  tho  indulgence  of  such  gentle  emotions,  how- 
ever, he  was  aroused  by  a  rude  summons  from  Hurry,  who 
called  on  him  to  come  forth  and  help  to  take  in  the  sail  and  to 
secure  the  ark. 

Chingachgook  obeyed  ;  and  by  the  time  he  had  reached  tlio 
head  of  the  scow,  Hurry  was  on  the  platform,  stomping  his  feet, 
like  one  glad  to  toucli  what,  by  comparison,  might  be  called 
terra  fimia^  and  proclaiming  his  indifference  to  the  whole  Huron 
tribe,  in  his  customary  noisy,  dogmatical  manner.  Hutter  hiid 
liauled  a  canoe  up  to  the  head  of  the  scow,  and  was  already 
about  to  undo  the  fastenings  of  the  gate,  in  order  to  enter  with- 
in the  dock.  March  had  no  other  motive  in  landini;  than  a 
senseless  bravado,  and  having  shaken  the  door  in  a  manner  to 
put  its  solidity  to  the  proof,  he  joined  Hutter  in  the  canoe,  and 
U'gan  to  aid  him  in  oi)ening  the  gate.  The  reader  will  remem- 
lx*r  that  this  mode  of  entrance  was  rendered  necessary  by  tho 
manner  in  which  the  owner  of  this  singular  residence  habitually 
securcKl  it  whenever  it  was  left  empty ;  moro  particularly  at 
inoments  when  danger' was  apprehended.  Hutter  had  placed  a 
Hne  in  the  Delaware's  hand,  on  entering  the  canoe,  intimating 
that  the  other  was  to  fa^^ten  the  ark  to  the  platform  and  to  low- 
er the  sail.  Instead  of  following  these  diri'ctions,  however, 
Chingachgook  left  the  sail  standing,  and  throwing  the  bight  of 
the  To\ye  over  the  head  of  a  pile,  he  permitted  the  ark  to  drift 
round  until  it  lay  against  the  defences  in  a  position  where  it 
could  be  entered  only  by  means  of  a  boat,  or  by  passing  along 
the  summits  of  the  palissides  ;  the  latter  being  an  exploit  that 
required  some  command  of  the  feet,  and  which  was  not  to  be 
att«.Mnjit<»d  in  the  face  of  a  resolute  enemy. 

In  conseipience  of  this  change  in  the  jxwition  of  the  scow, 
which  was  eft(*cted  lx*fore  Hutter  had  succeeded  in  oj)ening  the 
gate  of  his  dock,  the  ark  and  the  castle  lay,  as  sailors  would 
express  it,  yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  kept  Jisnnder  some  ten  or 
twelve  feet  by  means  of  the  f»iles.  As  the  si*ow  pressed  close 
against  the  latter,  their  tops  formed  a  species  of  breast-work 
that  rose  to  the  height  of  a  man's  head^  oon^nxi^^vci  ^  c^siXsixsi 
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ili'yri'f  tlie  piirts  uf  tlie  scow  tlial  were  not  protected  by  Ae 
taliin.  Tiio  Deliiwaro  surveyed  thia  arrangeiiient  with  great 
MilisfiicLiun,  luiJ,  ns  tlie  canoe  of  Huttcr  pa.'^sed  through  the 
gixtii  into  tlic  iJm'k,  lie  tlioiight  that  he  iniglit  defoDil  his  posiiion 
iif^Miiist  any  pirrUoii  in  tin-  caatle,  for  n  ^lufGcieot  tjme,  could  be 
bill  hiive  liail  ll"!  helping  arm  of  his  friend  DeenthiTer.  As  it 
WHS,  lie  felt  I'LiinpariUivi-Iy  secure,  and  no  longer  suffered  the 
ki'en  njiprelii'iiiiioiis  he  had  liittfly  experienced  in  behalf  of 
I  list. 

A  single  shove  sent  the  ounoe  from  the  gaC«  to  the  trap  be- 
iii'alh  tlie  ciiatle.  Here  Hutter  found  nil  ^t,  neither  padlock, 
niir  ehain,  imr  Isir,  having  been  raolesl«d.  The  key  was  pro- 
iliii'il.  iIk'  In-hi  ri'movod,  the  chain  loi»eiied,  and  the  trap 
|ili-Ili.|  ii].m;ih1.  ITurry  now  tlinist  his  head  in  at  the  opcoin^; 
ih<  :ii[ri'-  I'lllo^i'il.  mill  the  coIossmI  legs  rose  without  any  app»- 
ri'iit..>ll.>rl.  At  llic  rif\tinstjint,  his  benvy  foot  was  heard  stamp- 
ini;  in  thi'  ]iit>.-i:i^'L'  .lUive;  thiit  which  aejrtiriited  the  chnmbera 
dl'  the  I'nlhiT  iiiiil  i Inn i.'i iters,  and  into  which  the  trap  o]>ened. 


TUB     DBERSLAY£R.  861 

leaving  you  and  your  traps,  your  ark  and  your  children,  your 
man-servants  and  your  maid-servants,  your  oxen  and  your  asses, 
to  fight  this  battle  with  the  Iroquois,  by  yourselves.  Open  that 
window.  Floating  Tom,  and  Til  blunder  through  and  do  the 
same  job  to  the  front  door." 

A  moment  of  silence  succeeded,  and  a  noise  like  Uiat  pro- 
duced by  the  fall  of  a  heavy  body  followed.  A  deep  execration 
from  Hurry  succeeded,  and  then  the  whole  interior  of  the  build- 
ing seemed  alive.  The  noises  that  now  so  suddenly,  and  we 
may  add  so  unexpectedly  even  to  tlie  Delaware,  broke  the  still- 
ness within,  could  not  be  mistaken.  They  resembled  those  that 
would  be  produced  by  a  struggle  between  tigers  in  a  cage. 
Once  or  twice  the  Indian  yell  was  given,  but  it  seemed  smothered, 
and  as  if  it  proceeded  from  exhausted  or  compressed  throats ;  and, 
in  a  single  insUmce,  a  deep  and  another  shockingly  revolting 
execration  came  from  the  throat  of  Hurry.  It  apj)eared  as  if 
bodies  were  constantly  thrown  u[)on  the  floor  with  violence,  as 
often  rising  to  renew  the  struggle.  Chingachgook  felt  yjreatly 
at  a  loss  what  to  do.  He  had  all  the  arms  in  the  ark,  Hutter 
and  Hurry  having  proceeded  without  their  rifles  ;  but  there  was 
no  means  of  using  them,  or  of  passing,  them  to  the  hands  of 
their  owners.  The  combatants  were  literally  caged,  rendering 
it  almost  as  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  get  out,  as 
to  get  into  the  building.  Then  there  was  Ilist  to  embarrass  his 
movements,  and  to  cripple  his  efforts.  With  a  view  to  relieve 
himself  from  this  disadvantage,  he^  told  the  girl  to  take  the  re- 
maining canoe,  and  to  join  Hutter^s  daughters,  who  were  incitu- 
tioasly  but  deliberately  approaching,  in  order  to  save  herself  and 
to  warn  the  others  of  their  dangr*r.  But  the  girl  positively  and 
Gnnly  refused  to  comply.  At  that  moment,  no  human  power, 
short  of  an  exercise  of  su  j)erior  physical  force,  could  have  induced 
her  to  quit  the  ark.  The  exigency  of  the  moment  did  not  ad- 
mit of  delay,  and  the  Delaware,  seeing  no  passibility  of  serving 
his  friends,  cut  tlie  line,  and  by  a  strong  shove  forced  the  scow 
some  twenty  feet  clear  of  the  piles.  Here  he  took  the  sweeps 
and  succeeded  in  getting  a  short  distance  to  "Kvcvdvs^x^^x^ 


niiy  direction  could  be  thus  termed  in  ho  light  an  mr,  bat  ndther 
iW  time,  iicir  Lis  skill  at  the  oars,  allowed  the  distance  to  be 
i;rc;it.  Whi^n  he  ceiiscd  rowing  the  ark  nii^ht  have  been  a 
Jimidrnl  y.iidi^  from  Clic  platform,  aud  half  tliat  distance  to  the 
suutliwitnl  <if  il.  tiie  siul  boing  lowered.  Judith  mid  lletty  bad 
now  diM'ijn:ri.al  tliiit  something  w«3  wrong,  nnd  were  stationary 
a  Ihousaiiil  (vft  further  iiortli. 

All  this  whiitt  the  flirioits  struggle  continned  wilhiii  the  house. 
Ill  tici-iies  lik>>  these,  events  thicken  in  leM  time  than  ther  can  be 
ri'iiili'J.  From  (lie  moment  when  the  firat  fall  was  heard  witliin 
tlii^  buildiiii;,  (o  that  when  the  Delaw:ire  ceafltd  his  awkward  at- 
tiTnjits  lo  roiv,  it  might  hiive  been  three  or  four  minutes,  but  it 
liiid  eNidcriily  scrvcil  to  weaken  the  combatants.  The  oatlis  and 
ewcrations  of  Hurry  were  no  longer  henrd,  and  even  the  stni^ 
i^les  lia<l  lost  some  of  tlieir  force  aud  ftiry  ;  nevertheless,  they 
Klill  coiitinni'd  uilli  uiiiibated  jiersoveraiice.  At  ibis  in^tiiiit  the 
ihjor  flew  o|h^ii  and  the  fight  WiL>*  truiisferred  to  the  platform,  the 
liirht,  mid  the  open  air.   ^ 
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had  made  the  closest  observations  in  their  visits  to  the  castle  ; 
even  the  boy  had  brouglit  away  minute  and  vahiable  informa- 
tion. By  these  means  the  Ilurons  obtained  a  general  idea  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  place  was  constructed  and  secured,  as 
well  as  of  detiiils  that  enablod  them  to  act  intelligently  in  the 
(lark.  Notwitlistanding  the  care  tliat  Ilutter  had  taken  to  drop 
the  ark  on  the  east  sidi*  uf  tlu?  building,  when  lie  was  in  the  act 
of  transferring  tin'  furniture  from  tlie  former  to  the  latter,  he  had 
been  watched  in  a  way  to  rendt-r  tlie  precaution  useless.  Scouts 
were  on  the  l(x>k-out  on  the  eastx^rn  as  well  as  on  the  western 
shore  of  the  lake,  and  the*  whoK;  pnx?eeding  had  b<»en  noted. 
As  soon  as  it  wns  dark,  rafts  like  tliat  already  described,  ap- 
proached from  both  sliores  to  reconnoitre,  and  the  ark  had 
passed  within  fifty  ft.H*t  of  one  of  them,  without  its  being  disco- 
vered ;  the  men  it  held,  lying  at  their  length  on  the  logs,  so  as  to 
blend  themselves  and  their  slow-moving  machine  with  the  water. 
Wlien  these  two  s<?ts  of  adventurers  drew  near  the  castle,  they 
encountered  each  other,  and  «'ift<?r  communicating  their  respective 
observjitions,  they  uidiesitatingly  af)proached  the  building.  As 
had  bet^n  expected  it  wius  found  empty.  Tlie  raft.s  were  immif- 
diately  sent  for  a  reinforcement  to  the  shore,  and  two  of  the 
savages  remained  to  profit  by  their  situation.  These  men  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  on  the  roof,  and  by  removing  some  of  the 
bark,  in  entering  what  might  Ix*  termed  the  garret.  Here  they 
were  found  by  their  companions.  Ualchets  now  opened  a  hole 
through  the  square  logs  of  the  u]>per  flcx)r,  through  which  no 
less  than  eight  of  the  most  athletic  of  the  Indians  dropped  into 
the  room  beneath.  Here  they  were  left^  well  suj)plied  with 
arms  and  provisions,  either  to  stand  a  siege,  or  to  make  a  sortie, 
jis  thft  case  might  retjuire.  Tlie  night  was  passed  in  sleep,  as  is 
usual  with  Indians  in  a  state  of  inactivity.  The  returning  day 
brought  them  a  view  of  the  apj>roach  of  the  ark,  through  the 
lot)ps,  the  only  manner  in  which  light  and  air  were  now  admit- 
ted, the  windows  bi'ing  closed  most  effectually  with  plank,  rudely 
feshioned  to  fit-.  As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  two 
white  men  were  about  to  enter  by  the  trap,  the  chief,  who  di- 


rotted  the  proceedings  of  the  Hurons,  took  his  measures  accord 
iii^'l)'.  Hi;  removed  nil  the  arms  from  liw  own  people,  even  to 
till:  knives,  ill  distrust  of  snvage  ferocity,  whoii  awiikened  by  pcr- 
T^tiii^il  inju^i(.^s,  anil  hi:  hid  Clicm  where  tLc;  could  not  be  found 
wldiiiUt  a  aenrch.  ICupea  of  tKtrk  were  then  preg^ared,  and 
tiikiriiT  tiieir  stjitiuns  in  tbe  lliree  diffc'reut  rooiii!!,  they  itU  w^tcd 
fur  tbe  signal  to  fall  upon  tbtir  iiil«uUed  captives.  As  soon  a* 
tbe  party  Lad  entered  the  building,  men  without  replaced  the 
bark  of  the  roof,  reraovud  ewry  sign  of  their  visit  with  care, 
:iiii]  tlii'ii  il<'|iarti.'d  fjr  the  shore.  It  was  one  of  these  who  liad 
ih'iippi'il  hi-  mi~Kvasin,  which  he  had  not  l>cen  able  to  find  again, 
ill  till!  dark.  Had  tlie  death  of  the  girl  been  known,  it  is  pru- 
hulile  milling  could  have  saved  the  hves  of  Hurry  and  Hutter; 
hut  tliat  event  occurred  after  tile  ambusb  was  laid,  and  at  a  dis- 
tinee  of  seveml  miles  from  the  encampment  near  tlie  eastle. 
Such  were  the  means  that  had  Wn  employed  to  produo.'  \}.io 
eUite  of  things  we  f-hiill  continue  to  describe. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


**  Now  aU  is  done  that  man  can  do, 
And  nil  in  done  in  vain  ! 
My  love  !  my  native  land,  adieu. 
For  I  must  cross  the  main ; 

My  de:ir. 
For  I  must  cross  the  main.** 

ScomsB  Ballad. 


In  the  last  chapter  we  left  tlie  combatants  breathing  in  their 
narrow  lists.  Accustomed  to  the  rude  sj>orts  of  wrestling  and 
jumping,  then  so  common  in  America,  more  es|K?cially  on  the 
fiontiers,  Hurry  possessed  an  advantiige,  in  addition  to  his  pro- 
digious strength,  that  had  rendered  the  struggle  less  unequal 
than  it  might  otherwise  appear  to  be.  This  alone  had  enabled 
him  U:)  hold  out  so  long  against  so  many  enemies ;  for  the  In- 
dian is  by  no  means  remarkable  for  his  skill  or  force  in  athletic 
exercises.  As  yet,  no  one  had  Ixicn  seriously  hurt,  though  seve- 
ral of  the  savages  had  rec<.*ived  severe  falls  ;  and  he,  in  j)articu- 
hir,  who  had  be(?n  thrown  bodily  \\\K)n  the  platform,  might  bo 
said  to  be  temporarily  hors  de  combat.  Some  of  the  nst  were 
Hmj>ing;  and  March  himself  had  not  entirely  escaped  from 
bruises,  though  want  of  breath  was  the  principal  loss  that  both 
sides  wished  to  repair. 

Under  circumstimces  like  those  in  which  the  parti*^  were 
placed,  a  truce,  let  it  come  from  what  cjiuse  it  might,  could  not 
well  bfe  of  loni;  continuance.  The  arena  wa-*  t<x)  conlined,  and 
the  distrust  of  treachery  too  great,  to  admit  of  this.  Contrary 
to  what  might  bo  exj»ected  in  his  situation,  Hurry  was  the  first 
to  recommence  hostilities.  Whether  this  pnx'eeded  from  |>olicy 
or  an  idea  that  he  might  gain  some  advantage  by  making  a  sud- 
den and  unexpected  assault,  or  was  the  fruit  of  irritatiou  aivi 
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his  undying  haired  i>{  nn  loditui,  it  is  imjwssiUc  to  B&y.  Hie 
onsot  was  furious,  however,  and  at  first  it  curriL-d  all  hedyK  it. 
Ill'  ^('i/cil  the  nciirost  Huron  by  the  waist,  raised  him  entirely 
ri'iiiii  the  {ilatt'onn  niid  hurled  liim  into  the  water,  as  if  he  hnd 
Ik'i'Ii  II  diilil.  Ill  hnlf  a  iniimtr,  two  more  were  at  his  side,  oue 
of  viliMiii  mi'ivid  ii  (jravft  injury  by  falling  on  tJie  friend  who 
L:i>l  ju»t  |iri'a-<)i'il  liiin.  But  four  encmits  remained,  and  in  b 
hnlKl-lu-lmod  iimtiitl,  in  which  no  arms  were  used  but  those 
which  nature  liini  furnished,  Hurry  believed  himsdf  fully  able 
to  ciijH'  witli  thai  MUinljer  of  red  skins. 

"llurnih!  Old  Tom,"  he  phoiited ;  "the  rasc;d»  are  taking 
lo  the  hike,  and  I'll  soon  have  'em  nil  swimming  !"     As  thi'se 


words  were  utlcrcd,  a  %-iolent  kick  in  the  face  sent  back  tUe 
injured  Indiim,  « lio  had  caught  at  the  edge  of  the  platform  and 
was  endeavuriug  to  rr'ie  liiniself  to  its  level,  hclplesiily  and 
h(>]iele5*ly  into  the  wiiter.  When  the  affray  was  over,  bis  dart 
l>nd_v  wiLs  foin,  tliniugh  the  limpid  dement  of  llie  Gliram*r- 
^'lass,  Iviiii;,  with  iiu (stretched  arms,  extended  on  the  biittoin  of 
.i,)d.  clinjii..'  1 
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So  fierce  did  it  immediately  become,  and  so  quick  and  change- 
ful were  the  evolutions  of  the  atlilotse,  that  the  remaining 
savage  had  no  chance  for  interfering,  had  he  j)osscsse<l  the 
desiro ;  but  wonder  and  apprehension  held  him  spell-bound. 
Ife  was  an  inexperienced  youth,  and  his  blood  curdled  as  ho 
witiK'Ssed  tli<i  foil  strife  of  human  passions,  exhibited,  too,  in  an 
unaccustomed  form. 

Hurry  first  attempted  to  throw  his  antagonist  \yith  this 
view  he  seized  him  by  the  throat  and  an  arm,  and  tripjKjd  with 
the  quickness  and  force  of  an  American  borderer.  The  effect 
was  frustrated  bv  the  n»;ile  movements  of  the  Huron,  who  had 
clothes  to  grasp  by,  and  whose  feet  avoided  the  attempt  with  a 
nimblenoss  equal  to  that  with  which  it  was  made.  Then  fol- 
lowed a  sort  of  mH^e^  if  such  a  term  can  be  applied  to  a  strug- 
gle between  two,  in  which  no  efforts  were  distinctly  visible,  the 
limbs  and  bodies  of  the  combatants  assuming  so  many  attitud«*8 
and  ct)ntortions,  as  to  defeat  i>l)servation.  Tliis  confused  but 
fierce  rally  husted  less  than  a  minute,  however,  when  Hurry, 
furious  at  having  his  strength  baffled  by  the  agility  and  naked- 
ness of  his  foe,  made  a  desperate  eflbrt,  which  sent  the  Huron 
from  him,  hurling  his  body  violently  against  the  logs  of  the  hut 
The  concussion  was  so  great  as  momentarily  to  confuse  the 
latt<^?r's  faciiltirs.  The  jmin,  too,  extorted  a  deep  g^oan  ;  an 
unusual  concession  to  agony,  to  escajje  a  red  man  in  the  heat 
of  battle.  Still  he  rushed  forward  again,  to  meet  his  enemy, 
conscious  that  his  safety  rested  on  his  resolution.  Hurry  now 
seized  the  other  by  the  waist,  raised  him  bodily  from  the  plat- 
fonn,  and  fi.'ll  with  his  own  great  weight  on  the  form  l^eneath. 
This  additional  shock  so  far  stunned  the  sufferer,  that  his  gigan- 
tic white  opponent  now  had  him  completely  at  his  mercy. 
Passing  his  hands  round  the  throat  of  his  victim,  he  compressed 
them  with  the  strength  of  a  vice,  fairly  doubling  the  head  of 
the  Huron  over  the  edge  of  the  j»latform,  until  the  chin  was 
uppennost,  with  the  infernal  strength  he  expended.  An  instant 
sufficed  to  show  the  consequences.     The  eyes  of  the  sufferer 

seemed  to  start  forward,  his  tongue  protruded,  and  his  nostrils 

IG* 
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dilnted  nearly  hi  splitting'.  At  this  instant  a  rope  of  batk,  ha.*- 
ing  an  eye,  waa  [utRscd  dexterously  witliin  tlie  two  arms  of  Hnrrjr; 
i!i<'  I'lid  thrciided  tlie  ej-p,  Ibnning  a  houm',  and  his  elbows  were 
ilriuii  iiiL^i'iln'r  behind  his  Lsck,  with  a  power  that  all  hisgig;nB- 
■:•:•  -Ml  iiL'di  rould  not  resist.  Reluclantly,  even  under  Buch  eir- 
I  iiiii-i.ih.'.".,  did  the  exaA])crnted  borderi^r  see  his  hands  drawn 
fixiui  lliL'ir  JL'adh' ^rasp,  for  lilt  the  et-il  passions  were  then  in 
the  usceiidunt.  Almost  at  the  same  JTi^ttiint,  a  similar  listening 
lieciired  his  anklc»,  and  his  body  was  rolled  to  the  centre  of  tha 
pl:itform  as  liclplewily,  -nnd  as  cavalierly,  as  if  it  were  a  log  of 
(vntid.  His  rpRCued  antagonist,  howe\er,  did  not  rise,  for  while 
he  begpin  ng.iin  to  breathe,  his  head  still  hung  helplessly  over 
the  edge  uf  the  logs,  and  it  was  thought  nt  first  that  his  ned 
wax  disloeatt-'d.  llu  recovered  grndually  only,  and  it  was  lioan 
l^'fore  lie  raiild  walk.  Some  funded  that  neither  his  body  dof 
his  mind  pwt  totally  recovered  from  this  near  approach  to 
di-iith. 

Hurry  owed  his  defeat  and  capture  to  tlie  intensity  with 
.'ntntted  all  his  t 
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into  it  so  unceremonioasly,  and  of  whom  tliey  liad  lost  sight  in 
the  confusion  of  the  fray,  they  perceived  his  lifeless  form  clinging 
to  the  grass  on  the  bottom,  as  already  described.  These  several 
circumstances  contributed  to  render  the  victory  of  the  llurons 
almost  as  astounding  to  themselves  as  a  defeat. 

C/hin:^achjf.>fjk  and  his  b  ?trjlhed  witnessed  the  whole  of  this 
struiTijle  from  the  ark.     When  the  three  Ilurons  were  about  to 
pass  the  cords  around   the  arms  of  the  prostrate  Hurry,  the 
Delaware  sought  his  rifle ;  but,  Ix^fore  he  could  use  it,  the  white 
man  was  bound,  and  tlie  mischief  was  done.     He  mijrht  still 
bring  down  an  enemy,  but  to  obtain  the  scalp  was  impossible ; 
and  the  young  chief,  who  would  so  freely  risk  his  own  life  to 
obtain  such  a  trophy,  hesitated  about  taking  that  of  a  foe,  with- 
out such  an  object  in  view.     A  glance  at  Hist,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  what  mirjht   follow,  clK»cked    any   transient  wish    for 
revenore.     The  reader  has  been  told  that  Chiiiffachjjook  could 
scarcely  Ik*  said  to  know  how  to  manauje  the  oars  of  the  ark  at 
all,  however  expert  he  might  l)e  in  the  use  of  the  paddle.     Per- 
haps there  is  no  manual  lalx>r  at  which  men  are  so  bungling 
and  awkward,  as  in  their  first  attempts  to  pull  an  oar,  even  the 
experienced  maftuer,  or  Iwatman,  breaking  down  in  his  eftbrts 
to  figure  with  the  celebrated  rulKx?k  of  the  gondolier.    In  short, 
it  is  temporarily  an  impiacticable  thing  for  a  new  beginner  to 
succeed  with  a  single  oar ;  but,  in  this  case,  it  was  necessary  to 
handle  two  at  the  same  time,  and  those  of  great  size.     Sweeps, 
or  large  oars,  however,  are  sooner  rendered  of  use  by  the  raw 
hand  than  lighter  implements,  and  this  was  the  rea«K)n  that  the 
Delaware  had  succeeded  in  moving  the  ark  tas  well  as  he  did, 
in  a  first  trial.     That  trial,  notwitlistanding,  sufficed  to  produce 
distrust,  and  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  critical  situation  in  which 
Hist  and  himself  were  now  jilaced,  should  tlu*  Hurons  take  to 
the  canocj  that  was  still  lying  lx*neath  the  traj>,  and  come  against 
them.     At  one  moment  he  thoujjht  of  putting  Hist  into  the 
canoe  in  his  own  ])osst»ssion,  and  of  taking  to  the  eastern  moun- 
tain, in  the  hope  of  reaching  tlie  Delaware  vilhiges  by  dire*  t 
Gigl'.t.     But  many  considerations  suggested  themselve«  to  ^)Ut  a 
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L-ast.  were  the  thoughts  connected  with 
-,  A  friend  who  was  not  to  bo  deserted 


[liirriculars,  reasoned,  and  even  felt,  differenUr. 
d  nt  the  pani"  conclusions.  Her  own  dsnjer 
i  tli;t1i  ht'r  concern  for  th.?  two  sisters,  in  wliow 
ilf  hiT  woinarilv  syi!i|inlliie8  were  now  stronirly  enlisti-d. 
ciiuo"'  ui  t!n'  f^irls,  liy  tlie  time  the  stru^le  on  llie  jilitlKwui 
ceased,  wm  »ithin  lllreo  liundred  yards  of  the  castle,  nird 
Judith  cL'fk'i'd  paddling,  Ilie  evidi-nces  of  strife  timt  bect>tn- 
ajiparent  to  ibe  eyt-s.  She  and  Iletty  were  KL-iiidtn?  wvpt^ 
oU^ly  i.-nd":ivorin^  to  ascertain  what  had  occurn-d.  but 
■h  thi-ir  douhtA,  from  the  circumstance  thM  the 
;rL'at  mea>iiri',  concealed  the  scene  of  action. 
in  tlio  nrk  nud  in  the  canoe  were  indebted  to  tha 
Tv's  all.ick.  Pir  llieir  momentary  Becurity.     In  any 
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in  order  to  induce  the  girls  to  make  a  circuit  to  avoid  the  c;i3tle, 
and  to  approach  tlie  ark  from  the  eastward.  But  these  signs 
were  distrusted  or  misunderstood.  It  is  probable  Juditli  was 
not  yet  sufficiently  aware  of  the  real  state  of  things,  to  put  full 
i*  iiitidence  in  either  party.  Inst<iad  of  doing  as  disiivd,  she 
rath«.T  kept  more  aloof;  paddling  slowly  back  to  tlie  north,  or 
inlo  the  broadest  part  of  the  lake,  whore  she  couKl  command 
llie  widest  view,  and  had  the  fairest  field  for  flight  before  h(?r. 
At  this  insUmt  the  sun  appeared  above  the  pines  of  the  eastern 
range  of  mountains,  and  a  light  southerly  breeze  arose,  as  was 
usual  enough  at  that  season  and  hour. 

Chin2:achii:<K)k  lost  no  time  in  hoisting  the  sjiil.  Whatever 
might  be  in  reserve  for  him,  there  could  l)e  no  question  that  it  was 
every  way  desirable  to  gi^'t  the  ark  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
castle,  as  to  reduce  his  enemit^  to  the  necessity  of  approaching 
the  former  in  the  canoe,  which  the  chances  of  war  had  so  inop- 
j>ortunely  for  his  wishes  and  security,  thrown  into  their  hands. 
The  appearance  of  the  ojKMiing  duck  seemed  first  to  arouse  the 
Ilurons  from  their  apathy ;  and  by  the  time  the  head  of  the 
sc*>w  had  fallen  oflf  before  the  wind,  which  it  did  unfortunately 
in  the  wronij  direction,  brinnrint;  it  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
platfi)rm,  Uist  fotmd  it  necessary  to  warn  her  lover  of  the  im- 
porUmce  of  covering  his  j)erson  against  the  rifles  of  his  foes. 
This  was  a  danger  to  b«  avoided  under  all  cireumstances,  and  so 
much  the  more,  IxKjause  the  Delaware  found  that  Ilist  would 
not  take  to  the  cover  hers(»lf,  so  long  as  he  remained  exj>oscd. 
Accordinijlv,  Chini^achjjook  abandoned  the  scow  to  its  own 
movements,  forc(*d  Hist  into  the  cabin,  the  doors  of  which  he 
immediJitely  secured,  and  then  he  looke<l  about  him  for  the 
rifles. 

The  situation  of  the  parties  wiis  now  so  singular  as  to  merit 
a  particular  description.  The  ark  was  within  sixty  yards  of  the 
castle,  a  little  to  the  southward,  or  to  windward  of  it,  with  its 
sail  full,  and  the  steering  oar  abandoned.  The  latter,  fortu- 
nately, was  loose,  so  that  it  produced  no  great  influence  on  tho 
cniblike  movcm'^nts  of  Uie  unwieldy  craft.    Tl\^%aiVV^\w^^ii\^ 


IB  sailors  frm  il,  flying,  or  having  no  braces,  the  air  forced  the 
\Mril  forwiml,  thuiigli  both  sheets  were  fast.  The  effect  was 
tJir<'frulJ  ut)  11  btiiit.  with  3  hottora  that  was  perfectly  flat,  aoil 
Hliifli  iiri-«-  im-r.'!)-  some  three  or  four  inehes  of  witter.  It 
|iri'?-.i'il  tile  hi-ud  sloH'ly  round  to  leeward,  it  foriNTd  tlic  whole 
I'^l.rie  bidily  in  Lhe  sante  direction  at  the  same  time,  and  tha 
w,iti.'r  that  unavoidably  gathered  under  the  leo  gsve  tlie  scow 
ril-io  a  forward  movcrHouI.  All  these  changes  wen;  i>xc(>edingly 
slon-,  however,  for  the  wind  was  not  only  light,  Imt  il  was  baS- 
fliii;;  a.-.  ii~i];i1,  ami  twice  or  thrice  tlie  sail  shoot.  Once  it  was 
ril.-..;iit.  \y   liik.-n  aliafk. 

11. il  ilj.  !!■  been  any  keel  to  the  ark,  it  would  inevitably  have 
run  I'oiil  III'  iliu  ]il;iiforni,  bows  on,  when  it  ia  probable  notliing 
eiiiild  hiive  jin'vcutcd  Uie  Ilurons  from  carrying  it;  more  juir- 
tictilarly  lu^  tlie  snil  would  liavi'  enabled  tlieni  to  apjinuicli  under 
eiiver.  As  it  iv;is,  the  seow  wore  slowly  round,  barely  clearing 
tli:i(  |i:ir[  nl'  tlii'  Imildiug.  The  [riles  pn>jecting  severnl  feet,  'Afy 
weri  Mill  rl.;iriii,  Kill  ihe  head  of  the  slow-monng  craft  caiielit 
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draw  the  attention  of  Ilist  to  his  situation.  Tliis  quick-witted 
creature  coinprehcnded  it  at  a  glance.  His  ankles  were  bound 
with  several  turns  of  stout  bark  rope,  and  his  arms,  above  the 
elbows,  were  similarly  secured  behind  his  back,  barely  leaving 
him  a  little  play  of  the  hands  and  wrists.  Putting  lier  mouth 
near  a  loop,  she  said  in  a  low  but  distinct  voice  : 

"  Why  you  don't  roll  here,  and  fall  in  scow  I  Chingachgook 
shoot  Huron  if  he  cluise  !" 

"  By  the  I-iord,  gal,  that's  a  judgmatical  thought,  and  it  shall 
be  tried,  if  the  starn  of  your  scow  will  come  a  little  nearer.  Put 
a  bed  at  the  bottom  for  me  to  fall  on." 

This  was  said  at  a  happy  moment,  for,  tired  of  waiting,  nil 
the  Indians  made  a  rapid  di'tcharge  of  their  rifles,  almost  simul- 
toneously,  injuring  no  one,  though  s<»veral  bullets  jia^scd  through 
the  looj)s.  Hist  had  heard  part  of  Hurry's  words,  but  most  of 
what  he  said  was  lost  in  the  sharp  reports  of  the  Hre-arms. 
She  undid  the  bar  of  the  door  that  led  to  the  stern  of  the  sc*)W, 
but  did  hot  dare  to  expose  her  j)erson.  All  this  time  the  head 
of  the  ark  hung,  but  by  a  gradually  decreasing  hold,  as  the 
other  end  swung  slowly  round,  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  plat- 
form. Hurr}',  who  now  lay  with  his  fjice  towards  the  ark,  oc- 
casionally writhing  and  turning  over  like  one  in  pain,  evolutions 
he  had  performed  ever  since  he  was  secured,  watched  every 
change,  and,  at  last,  he  saw  that  the  whole  vessel  was  free,  and 
was  beginning  to  grate  slowly  along  the  sides  of  the  piles.  The 
attempt  was  d<»sp(;rate,  but  it  seemed  the  only  chance  for  escap- 
ing torture  and  death,  and  it  suiU'd  the  reckless  daring  of  the 
man's  character.  Waitinix  to  the  last  moment,  in  order  that 
the  stern  of  the  scow  might  fairly  rub  against  the  i>latform,  ho 
beirau  to  writhe  ajrain,  as  if  in  intolerable  suft'erini;,  execrating 
rU  Indians  in  general,  and  the  Hurons  in  particular,  and  then 
lie  suddenly  and  rapidly  rolled  over  and  over,  taking  the  direo- 
lion  of  the  stern  of  the  scow.  Unfortunately,  Hurr\'s  shoul- 
ders required  more  space  to  revolve  in  than  his  feet,  and,  by  the 
time  he  reached  the  edge  of  the  platform,  his  direction  had  so 
far  changed  as  to  carry  him  clear  of  the  ark  aiU^<^\.Wt  \  ^!c:A 


tlie  rapidity  of  his  revolutioivt,  and  the  emergency,  admitting  of 
iiii  di-lay,  hf  fi-ll  into  Ilie  water.  At  this  instant,  OtiingaehgDok, 
l^y  nn  iinilerstaiidiiig  wilh  his  betrothed,  druw  tho  fire  of  the 
iriinxLi'  jijriiin,  nut  ii  man  of  whom  saw  the  manner  in  nliicit 
iiiii'.  «liiiiii  they  knew  lo  be  efli?ctually  tethered.  Lad  (ti^apiteur- 
nl.  Uut  Hist's  fi\>liiig9  wiTe  Btrougly  interested  in  the  suweaB 
of  so  bold  a  echeme.  mid  slie  wntt^hed  the  movements  of  Uuitj 
!is  llie  cat  watches  the  moii^.  The  moment  he  vas  in  motion 
fhe  foresjiw  the  ponspqiiences,  nnd  this  tho  more  readily,  as  the 
MMM'  ivaii  now  iR'y^iiininj  to  move  with  sorao  steadiness,  and  ehe 
briliiiiiL'lit  lii-r  <if  the  mcHDS  of  saving  him.  With  a  arat  of  in- 
sliiuiii-^'  iiMiiiiii'.-^s,  slie  opened  the  door  at  the  very  moment  the 
lilii'-  MiTi'  riiiLjiiig  ill  lier  ears,  and,  protected  by  the  inten'ening 
eiiiiiii,  ^br  sii']i[ii'd  into  the  nterti  of  the  scow  in  time  t-j  witntaa 
)!»■  fiill  uf  IhiiTV  into  the  lake.  Her  foot  wa*  uiicoii«ciouslf 
I'l^uvd  iiti  ilii>  i-iiil  of  one  of  the  shecU  of  the  saii,  wliich  was 
nu--ti'iii'il  iit>,  ;iiiil  <Mtt'!iiii|r  ii|i  nil  tbe  spar»  rope,  with  the  awk- 
-,  )iii1  :il-'i  with  tlip  ^-nerous  reso1ution,ofti  woman, Mhe 
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Tt  lias  been  said  that  the  Hurons  did  not  ol>scrve  the  sudden 
disappearance  of  Hurry.  In  his  present  situation,  he  was  not 
only  hid  from  view  by  the  phitfbrra,  but  as  the  ark  drew  slowly 
ahead,  imjK^lled  by  a  sail  that  was  now  filled,  he  received  the 
same  friendly  service  from  the  piles.  The  Hurons,  indeed,  were 
toi>  intent  on  endeavoring  to  slay  their  Delaware  foe,  V>y  sending 
a  bullet  through  some  one  of  the  looj>s  or  crevices  of  the  cabin, 
to  bethink  them  at  all  of  one  whom  they  fancied  so  thorou;;hly 
tied.  Their  great  concern  wius,  the  manner  in  which  the  ark 
rublx'd  past  the  piles,  although  its  motion  was  lessened  at  least 
one  half  by  the  friction,  and  they  passed  into  the  northern  end 
of  the  cattle,  in  order  to  catch  oj)portunities  of  firing  through  the 
lo<3j)s  of  that  part  of  the  building.  Chingachgook  was  similarly 
occupied,  and  remained  as  ignorant  as  his  enemies  of  the  situa- 
tion of  Hurry.  As  the  ark  grated  along  the  rifles  sent  tlk-ir 
little  clouds  of  smoke  from  one  cover  to  the  other,  but  the  eves  / 
and  movement*  of  the  opposing  parties  were  too  quick  to  permit 
any  injury  to  be  done.  At  length  one  side  had  the  mortifica- 
tion, and  the  other  the  pleasure,  of  seeing  the  scow  swing  clear 
of  the  piles  altogether,  when  it  immediatt*ly  moved  away,  with 
a  materially  accelerated  motion,  towards  the  north. 

Chingachgook  now  first  learned  from  Hist,  the  critical  condi- 
tion of  Hurry.  To  have  exposed  either  of  tlK'ir  |K*rsoiLS  in  the 
stern  of  the  scow  would  havo  been  certain  death  ;  but,  fortu- 
nately, the  sheet  to  which  the  man  clung,  led  forward  to  thef*K>t 
of  the  sail.  The  Delaware  found  means  to  unl<M>sen  it  from  the 
elect  aft;  and  Hist,  who  was  already  forward  for  that  purpose, 
immediat<*ly  Wgan  to  pull  upon  the  line.  At  this  moment 
Hurry  was  towing  fifty  or  sixty  feet  astern,  with  nothing  but  his 
Cic<j  alx>ve  water.  As  he  was  dragged  out  clear  of  the  cru^tlo 
and  the  piles,  he  was  first  i>erceived  by  the  Hurons,  who  raised 
a  hideous  yell,  and  commei»ced  a  fire  on,  what  may  very  well  be 
termed,  the  floating  mass.  It  was  at  the  same  instant,  that 
Hist  begsui  to  pull  u|)on  the  line  forward — a  circumstance  that 
probably  saved  Hurry's  life,  aided  by  his  own  self-possession  and 
border  readiness.     The  first  bullet  struck  the  water  dircctlr  t;rv 


the  sfiot  wiier^  llie  broad  dicat  of  Uie  yoang  giant  whs  visible 
Ihraiigh  Uie  jiure  clenipot,  ;inil  nilglit  bave  pierced  bis  heart  had 
ibe  aTiy;ly  at  vbieli  it  was  fired  been  less  acute,  llutead  of 
pL'iietratiii^  tbe  laki;  buwever,  it  glanced  from  its  smooth  sur&oo, 
ruse,  DUtl  aetuullv  buried  itaelf  in  tbe  lugs  of  tbe  cabin,  near  tbe 
Bjiot  ut  vh'wU  Cliinguchgook  lind  Kbown  biioaelf  the  minute 
befure,  wl^ile  cleiiring  tbe  line  from  tbe  cleet  A  second,  and  a 
tljirJ,  nijil  a  tViurili  bullet  Allowed,  all  meeting  witb  tbe  same 
resistance  from  the  Gurface  of  tlie  water;  though  Hurry  sen^bly 
ft'lt  tbe  Nii>Ti'ne<>  of  tbe  blows  tliey  struck  u]>on  llie  ial^  so 
iriiiiiediaiiK-  nbuvc,  iiiid.  so  near  bis  breast.  Discovering  thar 
mi-^t^ik^',  llio  Iliirons  now  cLnnged  tbcir  plnn,  and  turned  at  the 
uneuvi'redfuce  ;  but,  by  this  time,  Hi-st  wita  pullingun  the  line,  the 
tiirgel  stiv.iuced,  s"d  the  deadly  missiles  still  fi,-ll  u]jon  the  wsler. 
Ill  aimtliiT  moment  the  body  was  dragged  post  tbe  end  of  flia 
seow,  and  becfime  concealed.  Ah  for  the  Delaware  «id  Hut, 
tbev  worked  jierfeclly  covered  by  tlie  cabin,  and  in  leas  time 
tliiin  it  rei|iiir»>  to  Ifll  it  they  bad  b.iuled  tlic  huge  fmme  of 
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As  the  ark  necessarily  sailed  before  the  wind,  it  had  got  by  this 
time  quite  two  hundred  yards  from  the  castle,  and  was  sliding 
away  each  instant,  further  and  further,  though  with  a  motion  so 
easy  as  scarcely  to  stir  the  water.  The  canoe  of  the  girls  was 
quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  ark,  obviously  keeping 
aloof,  in  ignorance  of  what  had  occurred,  and  in  apprehension 
of  the  consequences  of  venturing  too  near.  They  had  taken  the 
direction  of  the  eastern  shore,  endeavoring  at  the  same  time  to 
get  to  windward  of  the  ark,  and  in  a  manner  between  the  two 
parties,  as  if  distrusting  which  wjis  to  be  considered  a  friend,  and 
which  an  enemy.  The  girls,  from  long  habit,  used  the  paddles 
with  great  dexterity ;  and  Judith,  in  particular,  liad  often 
sportively  gained  races,  in  trials  of  speed,  with  the  youths  tliat 
occasionally  visited  the  lake. 

When  the  three  Ilurons  emerged  from  behind  the  palisades, 
and  found  themselves  on  the  open  lake,  and  under  the  neces- 
sity of  advancing  unprotected  on  the  ark,  if  they  persevered 
in  the  original  design,  their  ardor  sensibly  cooled.  In  a  bark 
canoe,  they  were  totiilly  without  cover,  and  Indian  discretion 
was  entirely  oj>f)osed  to  such  a  sacrifice  of  life  as  would  most 
probably  follow  any  attempt  to  assault  an  enemy,  entrenched  as 
effectually  i\s  the  Delaware.  Instead  of  following  the  ark,  there- 
fore, these  three  warriors  inclined  towards  the  eastern  shore, 
keeping  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  rifles  of  Chingachgook. 
But  this  manoeuvre  rendered  the  position  of  the  girls  exceed- 
ingly critical.  It  threatened  to  place  them  if  not  between  two 
fires,  at  least  between  two  dangers,  or  what  they  conceived  to 
be  dangers ;  and,  instead  of  permitting  the  Ilurons  to  inclose 
her,  in  what  she  fancied  a  sort  of  net,  Judith  immediately 
commenced  her  retreat^  in  a  southern  direction,  at  no  very  great 
distance  from  the  shore.  She  did  not  dare  to  land ;  if  such  an 
expedient  were  to  be  resorted  to  at  all,  she  could  only  venture  on 
it  in  the  last  extremity.  At  first  the  Indians  ])aid  little  or  no 
attention  to  the  other  canoe  ;  for,  fully  apprised  of  its  contents, 
they  deemed  its  capture  of  comparatively  liitle  moment ;  while 
the  ark,  with  its  imaginary  treasures,  the  persons  of  th^  DmV^- 


w;ire  awl  uf  1]  iirrv,  and  its  mciuis  of  luovcment  on  a  large  flCttl^ 
v.ui  Wfuro  lliL'iii.  Hut  lUis  ark  Iiad  its  d&iigeiv  as  wgU  as  its 
tilt] iititjiji lit ;  mid  afUr  wasting  nc;ir  aa  huur  in  vaciilatiog  evo 
luLiimii,  iilwuys  Ht  a  snfu  distance  from  the  ride,  the  Hiiroos 
SL'i.-iiiL'J  F-iiddt'iily  in  taku  tlieir  resolution,  and  began  to  disjilajr 
it  liy  giutig  .■iig'.T  cLiise  to  tlie  girls. 

When  Uiis  la.-'t  di'sigu  viof-  adopted,  Uie  circumstances  uf  all 
parlii«,  as  fuiitutted  with  tlieir  tel^vc poailiuna,  were  nialeriallj 
changed.  The  urk  had  sailed  and  drifted  qoite  lialf  a  mile,  aud 
nim  ni:-:iilv  th;it  distuuce  due  nurth  of  the  cistle.  As  booh  m 
llio  ['eltiuar.' j>in.'i'i\L'ii  that  tho  girU  avoided  bim,  unable  to 
m^iiiagi*  his  u^iwiiKU'  craft,  and  knowing  that  flight  fruin  a  bark 
uktiut,  ill  the  ewiit  uf  pursuit,  would  be  a  nsdess  expedient  if 
aUi'mpted,  he  had  luwered  hiii  sail,  in  llie  hope  it  inight  induce 
till'  sisters  to  chauge  tlieir  plan,  and  to  seek  refuge  in  tbo  scow. 
Tins  dpinuustralioii  iiruducwl  no  other  effect  thau  to  k(*p  the 
ark  iifiirer  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  to  enable  those  in  her  to 
e  H'ilnessps  of  tl»e  cbase.     The  canoe  of  Judith  WiLS  about 
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girl ;  '*  the  Ilurons  havo  never  banned  me^  nor  do  I  think  tliey 
ever  will.-' 

"  That  may  be  true  as  to  you,  Hetty,  but  it  will  prove  very 
diftcrent  with  nie.  Kneel  down  and  say  your  prayer,  and  then 
rise,  and  do  your  utmost  to  help  esciipe.  Think  of  me,  dear 
51  ri,  too,  as  you  pray." 

Judith  gave  these  directions  from  a  mixed  feeling;  first,  be- 
cause she  knew  that  her  sister  ever  sought  the  support  of  her 
Great  Ally,  in  trouble ;  and  next,  bfKiause  a  sensation  of  feeble- 
ness and  dejKindt'nce  suddenly  came  over  her  own  proud  spirit, 
in  that  moment  of  apparent  desertion  and  trial.  The  prayer 
was  quickly  sai<l,  however,  and  the  canoe  was  soon  in  rapid 
motion.  Still,  neither  party  resorted  to  their  greatest  exertions 
from  the  outset,  both  knowing  that  the  chase  was  likely  to  bo 
arduous  and  long.  Like  two  vessels  of  war  that  are  preparing 
for  an  encounter,  they  seemed  desirous  of  first  ascertiiining  their 
respective  rates  of  s|XH»d,  in  order  that  they  might  know  how-to 
graduate  their  exertions,  previously  to  the  great  effort.  A  few 
minutos  sufficed  to  show  the  Ilurons  that  the  girls  were  exi)ert, 
and  that  it  would  require  all  thoir  skill  and  energies  to  overtake 
them. 

Judith  had  inclined  towards  the  eastern  shore  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  chjLse,  with  a  vague  determination  of  landing 
and  flying  to  the  woods,  as  a  last  resort ;  but  as  she  approachod 
the  land,  the  certainty  that  scouts  must  be  watching  her  move- 
ments, made  her  reluctance  to  adopt  such  an  expedient  uncon- 
querable. Then  she  was  still  fresh,  and  had  sanguine  hopes  of 
being  able  to  tire  out  her  pursuers.  With  such  feelings,  she 
gave  a  sweej)  with  her  j>addle,  and  sheered  off  from  the  fringe 
of  dark  ht^mlocks,  bt'neath  the  shades  of  which  she  was  so  near 
ent<*rinjj,  and  held  her  way  aijnin,  more  towards  the  centre  of 
the  lake.  This  seemed  the  instant  favorable  for  the  Hurons  to 
make  their  push,  as  it  gave  thpm  the  entire  breadth  of  the  sheet 
to  do  it  in ;  and  this,  too,  in  the  widest  part,  as  soon  as  they 
had  got  between  the  fugitives  and  the  land.  The  canoes  now 
flew;  Judith  making  up  for  what  she  wanteii  in  stv«i\^\\^ Vv^ 


lier  great  dexlority  and  sclf-commjind.  For  half  a  mile  the  In- 
iliftiiR  gained  no  material  advantage,  but  the  continuance  of  su 
grt-at  exertions  for  so  many  minutes  sensiljy  affected  all  con- 
cerned, nere  llio  Indians  resorted  to  an  expedient  timt  &t- 
!ilili-ii  them  to  giie  ono  of  their  party  time  to  breatJie,  by  shift- 
inir  tiieir  [>3ildies  from  hand  to  hand,  and  this,  too,  without 
i^eiifibly  rekxin<;  tlit^ir  efforts.  Juditli  c>ccBsionnlly  looked  be- 
hind hi?r,  and  she  saw  this  expedient  practised.  It  caused  her 
immediately  to  dintntst  the  result^  since  her  powen  of  endur- 
ance were  not  likely  to  hold  out  against  those  of  men  who  had 
the  means  of  relieving  each  other ;  still  she  persevered,  allowii^ 
no  very  visililc  consequences  immediately  to  follow  the  chan^ 
As  yet,  tlie  Indians  had  not  been  able  ta  get  nearer  to  th« 
girls  than  two  hundred  yards,  though  they  were  what  seamen 
would  term  "in  tlieir  wske;"  or  in  a  direct  tine  behind  iheni, 
|i;issi(ig  mvr  the  same  track  of  water.  This  made  the  purHUit 
«hiil  is  ti-chnii-nlly  called  a  "  stem  (-hsae,"  which  is  proverbially 
a  '■  long-  ehasc ;"   the  meaning  of  which  is,  that  in  consequence 
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their  powers  must  be  exerted,  or  they  would  suffer  the  disgrace 
of  being  l)affled  by  women.  Making  a  furious  effort,  under  the 
mortification  of  such  a  con\'iction,  one  of  tlie  stronger  of  their 
party  broke  his  paddle,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  liad  taken 
it  from  the  hand  of  a  comrade,  to  reliev«  him.  This  at  once 
decided  the  matter  ;  a  canoe  containing  three  men,  and  having 
but  one  paddle,  Inting  utterly  unable  to  overtake  fugitives  like 
the  dauditers  of  Thomas  Ilutter. 

**  There,  Judith  !"  exclaimed  Hetty,  who  saw  the  accident — 
"  I  hoi)e,  now,  you  will  own  that  praying  is  useful !  The  Hu- 
rons  liave  broke  a  paddle,  and  they  never  can  overtake  us." 

"  I  never  denied  it,  poor  Hetty ;  and  sometimes  wish,  in  bit- 
terness of  spirit,  that  I  had  prayed  more  myself,  and  thought 
less  of  my  beauty.  As  you  say,  we  are  now  safe,  and  need  only 
go  a  little  south,  and  take  breath." 

This  was  done  ;  the  enemy  giving  up  the  pursuit,  as  sudden- 
ly as  a  ship  that  has  lost  an  important  spar,  the  instant  the  ac- 
cident occurred.  Inst<.»ad  of  following  Judith's  canoe,  which 
was  now  lightly  skimming  over  the  water  towards  the  south,  the 
Hurons  turned  their  bows  towards  the  castle,  where  they  soon 
arrived  and  land<*d.  The  girls,  fearful  that  some  spare  i)addles 
might  be  found  in  or  about  the  buildings,  continued  on ;  nor 
did  they  stop  until  so  distant  from  their  enemies  as  to  give 
them  every  chance  of  escaj>e,  should  the  chase  l>e  renewed.  It 
wouhl  seem  that  the  savages  meditated  no  such  design,  but  at 
tlie  end  of  an  hour  their  canoe,  filled  with  men,  was  seen  quit- 
ting the  castle,  and  steering  towards  the  shore.  The  girls  were 
without  food,  and  they  now  drew  nearer  to  the  buildings  and  the 
ark,  ha\'ing  finally  made  up  their  minds,  from  its  manoeu\Tes, 
tliat  the  latter  contained  friends. 

Notwithstanding  the  seeming  desertion  of  the  castle,  Judith 
approached  it  with  extreme  caution.  Tlie  ark  was  now  quite  n 
mile  to  the  northward,  but  sweeping  up  towards  the  buildings ; 
and  this,  too,  with  a  reinilaritv  of  motion  that  satisfied  Judith  a 
white  man  was  at  the  oars.  "When  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
the  building,  the  girls  began  to  encircle  it,  m  otd^T  \o 
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I- im|.ly.  Xocaooc  was  iiis^li,  nnd  tb»«mbold- 
i  dr:i«  u.'uror  nnd  nrtiror,  until  thei-  had  (pne 
-  .-.u.l  ^■a,■ll.■d  ll.-  i.|:ili;.rm. 
.  iiii..  ilii-  li.Jii*,\  Iloitv,"  Kiid  Judith,  "nnd  f^ 
.■-  :.iv  .A.T1.-.  Tlioywill  n.>t  hanii  ywi:  ;md  if 
I-..  ,-!ill  li.iv,  you  \-M  pv.-  me  th..  iil.-irm.  I  do 
"ill  lirf  oil  ji  [loor  di-fviici'li^ girl,  and  I  at  Iwi'l 
nil   1  »]i:ill  )k>  n'adv  to  go  umuiig  (iK^in  uf  luv 


,-l  i.> 


,i.sir.^<l — Jiijiih  refirinir  a  fcw  yards  Trum  tba 
-tniil  Ikt  f\yWt  Inudod,  in  n-udincss  for  llii^ht. 
1  luinuti'  vl.i|i5iiiij  U'tore 


iti.-  rliu 


1  suC-. 


ill  III)  111.-  r,K.tiis.  Juditli,"  s;iiil  tlio  liiltor.  ,>jinK-^t!y, 
.■.■iiij  ly,  vM'.].!  lUtliir's :  he  is  in  liisown  ohamK'T, 
uli  II. .t  lis  'luit'tly  as  v,\-  could  wish." 
:!iiiiu'  !i:ii.ii.'ii-.l  to  fathvr;"  d^andod  Judith,  a* 
■li.'.i   tin-  jiliittlirm,  ?ii.'nkinj;  ijiiiok,  for  her  ni-rrea 
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with  a  sudden  impulse,  and  removed  a  canvas  cap  that  waa 
forced  so  low  on  his  head  ns  to  conceal  his  face,  and,  indeed,  all 
but  his  shoulders.  The  instant  this  obstacle  was  taken  away, 
the  quivering  and  raw  flosh,  the  bared  veins  and  muscles,  and 
all  the  other  disgusting  signs  of  mortality,  as  they  are  reveale<l 
by  t<^aring  away  the  skin,  showed  he  had  been  scalped,  though 
still  hving. 


17 


CHAPTER  XXL 

"  LlrhUT  iticy'll  mill  uf  the  ii^ili  itaii'i  pi 


d      mu      n  ipin      h«  horror  that  daught«re  woaH 

c<    a      ne  pet    illy  l>eholding  the  nhocking  Rptvtade 

.  p1a-(N]  uf       he  p<    rJudilh  and  Esther,  AS  related 

loM     f    b     I         ]  [           We  shall  [.ass  over  the  first 

I     tir-       U    f  fil  1  J     y,  and  prooetHl  with  llic  nar- 

1  1  an   chting  must  of  the  revolting 

!      «c            II  mu  dated  and  ragged  head  was 
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determined  to  abandon  the  castle  and  join  the  pcirty  on  the 
land,  Hutter  was  simply  scalped,  to  secure  the  usual  trophy, 
and  was  left  to  die  by  inches,  as  has  been  done  in  a  tliousand 
similar  instana^  by  the  ruthless  warriors  of  this  part  of  tho 
American  continent.  Ilad  the  injury  of  Hutter  been  confined 
to  his  head,  he  might  have  recovered,  however  ;  for  it  was  the 
blow  of  the  knife  that  proved  mortal. 

There  are  mom(»nts  of  vivid  consciousness,  when  the  stern 
justice  of  (jod  stands  forth  in  colors  so  prominent,  as  to  defy 
any  attempts  to  veil  them  from  the  sight,  however  unj)leasant 
they  may  appear,  or  lumever  anxious  we  may  b*»  to  avoid 
recoij^nising  it.  Such  was  now  the  fact  with  Judith  and  Hetty, 
who  both  perceived  tlie  decrees  of  a  retributive  Providence,  in 
the  manner  of  their  father's  suffering,  as  a  punishment  for  his 
own  recent  attempts  on  the  Innjuois.  This  was  seen  and  felt 
by  Judith,  with  the  keenness  of  perception  and  sensibility  that 
were  suited  to  her  character ;  while  the  impression  made  on  the 
Bim]>ler  mind  of  her  sister  was  perhaps  less  liv(?ly,  though  it 
might  well  have  proved  more  histing. 

"Oh!  Judith,"  exclaimed  the  weak-minded  girl,  as  soon  as 
their  first  care  had  been  In^stowed  on  the  sufferer.  "  Father 
went  for  scal])s,  himself,  and  now  where  is  his  own  ?  The  Bible 
might  have  foretold  this  dreadful  punishment !" 

**  Hush — Hetty — hush,  poor  sisU*r — ho  ofwns  his  eyes  ;  he 
may  hear  and  understind  you.  Tis  as  you  say  and  think ;  but 
'tis  too  dreadful  to  speak  of  I'' 

"  Water — "  ejaculated  Hutter,  as  it  might  l)e  by  a  desi>erate 
effort,  that  ren<lered  his  voice  frightfully  deep  and  strong,  for 
one  as  near  death  as  he  evidently  was — **  water — foolish  girls 
— will  you  let  me  die  of  thirst  ?" 

Water  was  brought  and  administered  to  the  sufferer;  the  first 
he  had  tasted  in  hours  of  ]>hysical  anguish.  It  had  the  double 
effect  of  clearing  his  throat,  and  of  momentarily  revinnjy  his 
sinking  system.  His  eyes  opened  with  that  anxious  distende^l 
gaze,  which  is  apt  to  accompany  the  passage  of  a  soul  surprised 
by  death,  and  he  seemed  disposed  to  speak. 


"  Fiither — "  said  Judith,  iDex|)[«3^bty  pained  by  bis  deplam> 
bli'  t'iiiintion,  an<l  tliis  bo  much  the  more  frum  her  ignoranoe  of 
wlint  remedies  oiiijlit  to  be  apfilied — "  Father,  can  we  Jq  anjr- 
tliiinr  for  v'Jii  f     Can  Hetty  and  I  relieve  your  pain  f 

'■  K[itlii;r  1"  slowly  repeated  the  old  man.  ''No,  Judith — 
no,  Hetty — I'tii  no  father.  Sht  was  your  mother,  but  I'lu  no 
fmluT.  Uiok  in  the  chest — 'tis  nil  tLere — gice  me  more  water," 
The  girU  coiii|<lied  ;  aiitl  Judith,  whose  e^y  TecolledioiM 
exletided  furlli'T  biiek  than  her  sister's,  and  who,  on  every  do- 
eoiiiir.  I>;ii1  nil  III.'  ■IJ'-tiiict  inipn^Msioiis  of  tho  pusi,  felt  an  uncoa- 
tri.lliilil--  iiii|iiii-i'  iif  juy  as  she  heard  these  words.  There  bnd 
Mii.T  iiri'h  iiiiiili  ■umptttliy  between  her  reputed  fatlicr  and 
\dotm  of  this  very  trnth  had  ofl<-n  glanced 
ri  consequence  of  dialogues  she  had  overheard 
id  her  mother.  It  might  be  going  too  far  to 
loved  him ;  but  it  is  not  so  to  add,  that  she 
longer  a  duly.  With  Hetty  the  feeling  was 
i>le  of  muiiiiig  alt  the  diatltietion.s  of  lier  si 


h<T^.-\\\     IlllJ     ■ 


Miy  she  liad  iii 
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"  Father,"  she  said,  *'  you  will  let  me  call  you  father,  tliough 
you  say  you  are  uot  one, — Father,  shall  I  read  the  bible  to 
you — mother  always  said  the  bible  was  good  for  people  in 
trouble.  She  was  often  in  trouble  herself,  and  then  she  made 
me  read  the  bible  to  her ;  for  Judith  wasn^t  as  ft>nd  of  the  bible 
as  I  am — and  it  always  did  her  good.  Many  is  the  time  Tve 
known  motlier  begin  to  listen  with  the  tears  streaming  from 
her  eyes,  and  end  with  smiles  and  gladness.  Oh  !  father,  you 
don't  know  how  much  good  the  bible  can  do,  for  you've  never 
tried  it; — now,  Til  read  a  chapter,  and  it  will  soflen  your 
heart,  as  it  sofU'ne<l  the  hearts  of  the  Hurous." 

While  j>oor  Hetty  had  so  much  reverence  for,  and  faith  in, 
the  virtue  of  the  bible,  her  intellect  was  too  sliallow  to  enable 
her  fully  to  a])preciate  its  beauties,  or  to  fathom  its  profound, 
and  sometimes  mysterious  wisdom.  That  instinctive  sense  of 
riiji^ht,  which  appeared  to  shield  her  from  the  commission  of 
wrong,  and  even  cast  a  mantle  of  moral  loveliness  and  truth 
around  her  character,  could  not  penetrate  al)slru8itie8,  or  trace 
the  nice  affinities  between  cause  and  efi'ect,  beyond  their  more 
obvious  and  indisputable  connexion,  though  she  seldom  failed 
to  see  the  latter,  and  to  defer  to  all  their  just  consi^juences. 
In  a  word,  she  was  one  of  those  who  feel  and  act  correctly, 
without  being  able  to  give  a  logical  reason  for  it,  even  admit- 
ting revelation  as  her  autliority.  Her  selections  from  the  bible, 
therefore,  were  commonly  distinguished  by  the  simplicity  of  her 
own  mind,  and  were  oftener  marked  for  containing  images  of 
known  and  palpable  things,  tlian  for  any  of  the  higher  cast  of 
moral  trutlis  with  which  tlie  j)ages  of  that  wonderful  book 
abound — wonderful,  and  unequalled,  even  without  referring  to 
its  divine  origin,  as  a  work  replete  with  the  profoundest  philo* 
sophy,  exj>ressed  in  the  noblest  language.  Her  mother,  with  a 
connexion  that  will  probably  strike  the  reader,  had  been  fond 
of  the  book  of  Job  ;  and  Hetty  had,  in  a  great  measure,  learned 
to  read  by  the  frequent  lessons  she  had  received  from  tlie  dif- 
ferent chapters  of  this  venerable  ami  subhme  poem — now  be- 
lieve<l  to  be  the  oldest  book  in  Uie  world.     On  this  ooQafiiAfK 


-iilpiiii"i\i'  III  lir*r  Iraiiiing,  ami  she  tarnwl  U) 
l>Hi't  uf  iLu  siii'ied  volume,  with  the  reodiuess 
|iili  ivliiili  till-  [jwttiicil  cuULisi-l  wuuJd  cite  his  auUioritiui  from 
I  stures  uf  iei^'Hl  wi.sdoiti.  ]ii  seli-diug  the  [lurticukr  cli&[<ter. 
'  iv:i5  iiitliifiicud  by  tlie  captiuii,  und  sLu  ehoM  tiiat  wliiub 
tid-?  in  uur  Englisii  rcrsion  ns,  "Job  tjxuiulh  kin  desire  or 
i(/i."  'I'lii:*  slia  rend  sU'Jidilv,  from  beginning  to  end,  in  a 
eet,  luw,  mid  plaintive  voice  ;  liuping  devoutly  llial  the  ulle- 
!k:\\  Jind  alstrusB  aenteocis  inight  coDvey  to  the  heaH  of  the 
X--yvt  the  coiisrilutioii  lii:  iii'tHjed.  It  is  another  peculiarity  of 
'  euiiijireheiisivu  wisduni  of  the  bible,  that  scarce  a  diujiter, 
lifss  it  Ui  stiiL-lly  iiamitive.  t!in  be  turned  to,  that  does  not 
ttiiiii  sunie  Bi'iiic-liiii!;  trudi  tliat  Ib  applicable  to  the  condition 
eviTV  liiiiii^ii  lii'iirl.  ii'i  WL'II  ns  to  the  teiniK>rai  stale  of  its 
[ler.  I'illii-r  tliruii^li  the  workings  of  th.it  heart,  or  even  in  a 
I  inorii  i.liri'1't  t'urm.  In  tliis  instance,  the  very  opening  neu- 
'iice, — ^'  Ix  there  not  nii  appointed  time  to  man  on  earth  f — 
*l;irllirig  ;  and  rts  lletly  proceeded,  flutter  applied,  of  fan- 
led  he  L'oulil  ujiply,  niiiitv  iiphurisnift  and  figures  Ui  his  own 
(orldly  and  menial  condition.  As  life  is  ebbing  fest,  the  iiiiiid 
eiigerly  to  hope,  when  it  I*  not  absolutely  crushed  by  ile- 
'I'he  solemn  words,^"  /  fuiiv  sinned  ;  nhiit  shall  I  do 
lu'1%  0  tkoii  jtresfrvi-r  of  tnen  f  Why  haul  thou  gel  me 
irk  afiainsl  thee,  so  that  I  am  a  burden  to  mi/selff" 
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Judith  turned  away,  shocked ;  but  Hetty  eagerly  sought  the 
passage,  which  she  read  aloud  to  the  conscience-stricken  victim 
of  his  own  avaricious  longings. 

*^  That's  it ;  poor  Iletty ;  yes,  that's  it  My  tongue  wants 
cooling,  now  ;  what  will  it  be  hereafter  r 

This  appeal  silenced  even  the  confiding  Hetty,  for  she  had 
no  answer  ready  for  a  confession  so  fraught  with  despair. 
Water,  so  long  as  it  could  relieve  the  sufferer,  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  sisters  to  give;  and,  from  time  to  time,  it  was 
offered  to  the  lips  of  the  sufferer,  as  he  asked  for  it.  Even 
Judith  prayed.  As  for  Hetty,  as  soon  as  she  found  that  her 
efforts  to  make  her  father  listen  to  her  texts  were  no  longer  re- 
warded with  success,  she  knelt  at  his  side,  and  devoutly  repeat- 
ed the  words  which  the  Saviour  has  left  behind  him  as  a  model 
for  human  petitions,  lliis  she  continued  to  do,  at  intervals,  as 
long  as  it  seemed  to  her  that  the  act  could  benefit  the  dying 
man.  Hutter,  however,  lingered  longer  than  the  girls  had 
believed  possible,  when  they  first  found  him.  At  times  he8i)oke 
intelligibly,  though  his  lips  oflener  moved  in  utterance  of 
sounds  that  carried  no  distinct  impressions  to  the  mind.  Ju- 
dith listened  intently,  and  she  heard  the  words  *Miusband," 
"death,"  "pirate,"  "law,"  "scalp,"  and  several  others  of  a 
similar  import,  though  there  was  no  sentence  to  tell  the  precise 
connexion  in  which  they  were  used.  Still  they  were  suffi- 
ciently expressive  to  be  understood  by  one  whose  ears  had  not 
escaped  all  the  rumors  that  had  been  circulated  to  her  reputed 
Other's  discredit,  and  whose  comprehension  was  as  quick  as  her 
fiiculties  were  attentive. 

During  the  whole  of  the  painful  hour  that  succeeded,  neither 
of  the  sisters  bethought  her  sufficiently  of  the  Hurons  to  dread 
their  return.  It  seemed  as  if  their  desolation  and  grief  placed 
them  above  the  danger  of  such  an  interruption ;  and  when  the 
sound  of  oars  was  at  length  heard,  even  Judith,  who  alone  had 
any  reason  to  apprehend  the  enemy,  did  not  start,  bat  at  onoe 
understood  that  the  ark  was  near.  She  went  upon  the  plat 
form  fearlessly ;   for,  should  it  torn  out  that  Uurry  wan  not 


iLere,  a>i<L  tliat  the  Ilurons  were  iiDt^lers  of  ihe  eoovr  nSao, 
estMjie  WH3  iiiijx»ssililc.  'i'licn  slie  had  Uic  sort  of  coutideneo 
tlj.'iL  is  uii>jiin.'U  by  extreme  misery.  Hut  tliere  uus  no  ciiuM 
fur  tMj  iii'w  uliirin, — GiiiiigHctij^k,  Hist,  oud  Hurry  hII  stHiul- 
in<r  i[i  tlie  ii\tn  port  of  tlie  «cuw,  cautiously  eJ^aiuiditig  tlia 
builJiu^,  to  inukd  ccrtwD  of  the  absence  of  ibe  enemy,  lliey, 
tuo,  Uiitl  aeei)  iLt  depnrture  of  ibe  Iluruna,  ag  well  as  Uie  ap- 
proach of  liie  c'lDiu  of  liie  girls  to  tJie  caatle,  oud,  [n^Muniiiig  no 
th:^  latter  fact,  Mjich  bad  swept  the  scow  up  to  tlie  pktiunn. 
A  word  sulticed  lo  explain  ibat  tiiero  wan  Dothiiig  to  be  appro- 
btniM,  ami  tiiu  ark  waa  soou  inuored  iu  her  old  berth. 

Juditli  said  not  a  word  cuncerniiig  tlie  ooiidition  of  her 
fiillii.-r,  but  Ilurry  koew  her  too  well  not  to  underslHOd  that 
soint'ibiiig  was  iiiore  than  usually  wrung.  lie  led  tlie  way, 
tliougli  wiib  li«d  of  bis  confident  bold  manner  than  usual,  into 
ilie  bouse,  and  jienetrating  to  tlie  inner  room,  found  Ilutter 
lying  on  bis  buck,  with  Ilutty  sitting  at  his  side,  fanning  him 
uitli  pious  ciire.  The  events  of  the  morning  had  sensibly 
r  h\i  skill  a 
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Hnny  was  not  only  shocked  when  he  found  hit»  late  associate 
in  this  desperate  situation,  but  he  was  greatly  surprised.  During 
the  struggle  in  the  building,  he  had  been  far  too  much  occupied 
himself  to  learn  what  had  befallen  his  comrade,  and,  as  no 
deadly  wea[K)n  had  been  used  in  his  particular  case,  but  every 
effurt  had  been  made  to  capture  him  without  injury,  he  natu- 
rally believed  that  Hutter  had  been  overcome,  while  he  owed 
his  own  escaj)e  to  his  great  bodily  strength,  and  to  a  fortunate 
concurrence  of  extraordinary  circumstances.  Death,  in  the 
silence  and  solemnity  of  a  chamber,  was  a  novelty  to  him. 
Tliough  accustomed  to  scenes  of  \iolence,  he  had  been  unused  to 
sit  by  the  bed-side  and  watch  the  slow  beating  of  the  pulse  as 
it  gradually  grew  weaker  and  weaker.  Notwithstanding  the 
change  in  his  feelings,  the  manners  of  a  life  could  not  be  alto- 
gether cast  aside  in  a  moment,  and  the  unexpected  scene  extorted 
a  characteristic  si)eech  from  the  borderer. 

*'  llow  now  ?  old  Tom,"  he  said,  "  have  the  vagabonds  got 
you  at  an  advantage,  where  you're  not  only  down,  but  are  likely 
to  be  kept  down  !  I  thought  you  a  captyve,  it's  true,  but  never 
8U])posed  you  so  hard  run  as  tliis  !" 

Hutter  opened  his  glassy  eyes,  and  stared  wildly  at  the 
speaker.  A  tl(X>d  of  confused  recollections  rushed  on  his  waver- 
ing mind  at  the  sight  of  his  late  comrade.  It  was  evident  that 
he  struggled  with  his  own  images,  and  knew  not  tiio  real  from 
the  unreal. 

**  Who  are  you  ?"  he  asked  in  a  husky  whisper,  his  failing 
strength  refusing  to  aid  him  in  a  louder  effort  of  his  voice. 
"  Who  are  you  ?  You  look  like  the  mate  of  the  Snow — he  was 
A  giant,  too,  and  near  overcoming  us." 

"  I'm  your  mate.  Floating  Tom,  and  your  comrade,  but 
have  nothing  to  do  with  any  snow.  It's  summer  now,  and 
Harry  March  always  quits  the  hilU  as  soon  afber  the  frosts  set  in 
as  is  convenient." 

"  I  know  you — Hurry  Skurry — I'll  sell  you  a  scalp !  a  soimd 
one,  and  of  a  full  grown  man — what'll  you  give  f ' 

^  Poor  Tom !    That  scalp  business  hasn't  turned  out  at  aD 
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profitable,  ntid  I've  [iretty  much  coucluded  to  give  it  ap,  Koi  ta 
follow  a  less  bloody  oil  ling." 

"  linvo  vou  got  any  scalp  i  Mine's  gone — bow  does  it  feel  bi 
liiive  a  scnlp !  I  know  how  it  fwls  to  lose  oue — fire  and  flaiim 
iilout  tilt  brjin — and  a  wrenching  at  the  heart — no,  no — kill 
JiiKl.  Hurry,  and  scalp  ajieraardi." 

"  What  docs  the  old  fellow  mean,  Judith  I  He  talks  like  one 
that  is  getting  tired  of  the  business  as  well  as  myself.  Vfh.j 
have  you  bound  Up  his  head  t  or  hat'c  the  savages  luiualiawked 
him  about  the  brains  V 

"They  have  done  that  for  Am  which  you  and  he,  Harry 
March,  would  have  so  gladly  done  for  them.  His  skin  and  hair 
have  been  torn  from  his  heatl  to  gain  monuy  from  the  governor 
of  CnuHdn,  iti  you  would  have  torn  tlieirs  trom  the  heads  ot  the 
lluroiis,  lo  gtiiri  mouey  from  the  governor  of  York." 

iludith  sjmkc  with  a  strong  effort  to  appear  cuni[>osed,  but  it 
mis  iii'itln'r  ill  her  nature,  nor  in  the  feeliug  uf  the  raonient,  to 
s|ie,ikalto:;i'tliiTwitlior.tbitt<Tne9H,  The  stren^^h  of  her  cmpbaMS, 
seJ  II.-ttv  1^>  l>uk  U[>  rcuroacli- 
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•*  Which  is  more  than  you  think  was  the  case  with  old  Hut- 
ler  ?  Well  Judith,  Til  not  deiiv  tliat  hard  stories  were  in  circu- 
lation  consarniiii;  Floating  Tom,  but  who  is  there  tliat  doesn't  jret 
a  scnitch  wh(*n  an  inimv  holds  the  rake  ?  Tliere's  them  that 
say  hard  tiling  of  me  ;  and  even  you^  beauty  as  you  be,  don't 
alwnys  escniK'/' 

This  was  said  with  a  \new  to  set  up  a  species  of  community 
of  character  between  the  partitas,  and,  as  the  politicians  are  wont 
to  express  it,  with  ulterior  intentions.  What  miijht  have  been 
the  consequences  with  one  of  Judith's  known  spirit,  a**  well  as 
her  assured  antipathy  to  the  speaker,  it  is  not  easy  to  say  ;  for, 
just  then,  Hutt«»r  gavo  unequivociil  signs  that  his  last  moment 
was  nigh.  Judith  and  Hetty  had  sttKxl  by  thft  dying  bed  of 
their  mother,  and  neither  nwded  a  monit<jr  to  warn  them  of 
the  crisis,  and  everv  siirn  of  resentment  vanished  from  the  face 
of  the  first  Hutt«*r  <)])ened  his  eyes,  and  even  tried  to  feel 
about  him  with  his  hands,  a  sign  that  .^ight  was  failing.  A 
minute  later  his  breathing  grew  gha««tly ;  a  pause  totally  without 
respiration  followed  ;  and,  then,  succeeded  the  last,  long-drawn 
sigh,  on  which  the  spirit  is  sup|)osed  to  quit  the  lx>dy.  This 
sudden  termination  of  the  life  of  one  who  had  hitherto  filled  so 
important  a  place  in  the  narrow  scene  on  which  he  had  been  an 
actor,  put  an  end  to  all  discussion. 

Tiie  day  j)assed  by  without  further  interruption,  the  Hurons, 
though  j>08s<'ssed  of  a  canoe,  ap|jearing  so  fer  satisfied  with  their 
success  as  to  have  relinquished  all  immediate  designs  on  the  castle. 
It  would  not  have  l)een  a  safe  undertaking,  indeed,  to  approach 
it  under  the  rifles  of  tliose  it  was  now  known  to  contain,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  trucci  was  more  owing  to  this  circumstance 
than  to  any  other.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  preparations  were 
made  for  the  interment  of  Hutter.  To  bury  him  on  the  land 
was  impracticable,  and  it  was  Hetty's  wish  that  his  body  should 
lie  by  the  side  of  that  (»f  her  mother,  in  the  lake.  She  had  it 
in  her  power  to  quote  one  of  his  s]>eeches,  in  which  he  himself 
had  calked  the  lake  the  "  family  burying-ground,"  and  luckily 
tills  was  done  without  the  knowledcre  of  her  sister,  who  would 


hnn'  f.|i|»i*r>ri  the  |,l;in,  hnd  she  known  it,  with  nnconqnemUe 
ilist,'U!«t.  But  Jixliili  had  not  mcddlei)  with  the  arrang^iDent, 
and  f»cr_v  iicoessarv  dis|)osJtiL>ii  wns  made  without  her  privHj 
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r  tlie  niiJe  ceremonv  was  just  as  the  son 
Km  '■c'tiiriir,  and  ii  iiii>iiii.-[it  and  a  scene  more  suitecl  to  pav- 
ing lilt'  l.'^ii  ullii'c  to  one  of  cahn  and  pure  s|iirit,  could  not  huve 
Ix'i'ti  I'lio-^i'n.  'I'ljere  urc  a  mystery  and  a  solemn  dignity  in  death, 
llial  rlis[M>si>  till'  living  to  regard  the  remains  of  eren  a  niale- 
facUir  witli  n  certnin  di-^n^e  of  reverenee.  All  worldly  distinc- 
tions liave  ci'ii-iiMl ;  it  ]*  thought  that  the  veil  has  been  removiHt, 
and  iliat  llii'  cliiiriiet-'r  and  d«itiny  of  the  departed  are  now  a- 
inui'li  l»'y<<tiil  liutti.'in  opinions  as  they  are  beyond  human  ken. 
In  MoiliiM^  L<  death  more  truly  a  leveller  than  in  this,  since, 
while  ii  may  lie  iin]"iw«iblc  absolutely  to  confound  the  great  with 
the  low,  the  worlliy  with  the  unworthy,  the  mind  fivls  it  to  he 
arrogaiKv  to  assume  a  right  lo  judge  of  thow  who  are  bi-lievi^ 
to  1h'  standing  at  the  judzment-seat  of  Oo<I.     Wtien  Judith  w:tt 
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the  tranquil  scene  was  in  beautiful  accordance  with  a  rite  that 
ever  associates  witli  itself  Uie  idea  of  God.  At  that  instant,  the 
lake  had  not  even  a  single  rip[>lc  on  its  glassy  surface,  and  the 
broad  panorama  of  woods  seemed  to  look  down  on  the  holy 
tRinquillity  of  the  hour  and  ceremony  in  inolanclioly  stillness. 
Judith  was  affected  to  tears,  and  even  Hurry,  though  he  hardly 
knew  why,  was  troubled.  Uetty  preserved  the  outward  sign? 
of  tranquillity,  but  her  inward  grief  greatly  surpassed  that  of 
her  sister,  since  her  affectionate  heart  loved  more  from  habit  and 
long  association,  than  from  the  usual  connexions  of  sentiment  and 
taste.  She  was  sustained  by  religious  hoi>e,  however,  which  in 
her  simjjle  mind  usually  occupied  the  space  that  worldly  feelings 
filled  in  that  of  Judith  ;  and  she  was  not  without  an  exprcUi- 
tion  of  witnessing  some  open  manifestation  of  divine  power,  on 
an  occasion  so  solemn.  Still,  she  wsis  neither  mysticiil  nor  exaff- 
geratt»d,  her  mental  imbecility  denying  both.  Nevertheless  her 
thoughts  had  generally  so  much  of  the  purity  of  a  better  world 
about  them,  that  it  was  easy  for  her  to  forget  earth  altogether, 
and  to  think  only  of  heaven.  Hist  was  serious,  att<?ntive,  and 
interested,  fur  she  had  often  seen  the  interments  of  the  j)ale- 
faccs,  though  never  one  that  promised  to  be  as  peculiar  as  this ; 
while  the  Delaware,  though  grave,  and  also  observant  in  his 
demeanor,  was  stoical  and  cidm. 

Hetty  acted  as  ]»ilot,  directing  Ilurry  how  to  proceed,  to  find 
that  spot  in  the  lake  which  she  whs  in  the  habit  of  terming 
**  mother's  grave."  The  reader  will  remember  that  the  castio 
stood  near  the  southern  extremity  of  a  shoal  that  extended  near 
half  a  mile  northerly,  and  it  was  at  the  furthest  end  of  this  shal- 
low  water  that  Floatino^  Tom  had  seen  fit  to  deposit  the  remains 
of  his  wife  and  child.  His  own  were  now  in  the  course  of  being 
placed  at  their  side.  Hetty  had  marks  on  the  land  by  which 
she  usually  found  the  spot,  although  the  position  of  the  build- 
ings, the  general  direction  of  the  shoal,  and  the  beautiful  trans- 
parency of  the  water,  all  aided  her,  the  latter  even  allowing  the 
bottoin  to  be  seen.     By  these  means  the  girl  was  enabled  to 


note  their  ]>r(igress,  nnd  Bt  tbe  proper  time  she  approadied 
March,  «Li»pi'ring — 

"No*.  Hurry,  you  can  atop  rowing.  W*"  have  passed  the 
stun-'  on  llie  Iwltom,  nnd  mother's  jijare  is  near." 

Marcli  ceased  hia  pffortB,  imtiipdiately  dri>pping  the  ked^, 
and  Inking  the  warp  in  his  hand,  in  order  lo  check  the  »oo*r. 
Tlie  ark  turned  slowly  round  under  this  restraint,  nnd  when  it 
vias  quite  stationary,  Hetty  was  seen  at  its  stem,  pointing  into 
tlio  water,  tlie  tears  streaming  from  lier  ej'es,  in  MTigovernable 
tiiitiiml  feeling.  Judith  had  been  present  at  tin.-  interment  of 
Ikt  mother,  but  she  had  never  visiled  the  spot  sinee.  Tfaisn<>glect 
proi-eeded  from  no  indifference  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased ; 
for  she  had  loci'd  her  mother,  and  bitterly  had  she  fbnnd  ocwi- 
siori  to  mourn  Iter  losn;  hut  she  was  averse  la  tlie  contemplation 
of  death  ;  and  there  had  been  paraagea  in  her  own  life  since 
tlie  day  of  tliat  interment  which  increased  this  feeling,  and  reti- 
d'Ted  lier,  if  |ios9iUe,  still  more  reluctant  to  ajipronch  the  spot 
[(nt  cmfMiiied  the  remains  of  one  wh'.ise  severe  leswns  of  fen 
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have  bethought  her  of  ]ierfoniiing  some  of  those  physical  rites 
at  her  mother's  grave,  which  the  red  men  are  known  to  observe ; 
but  the  passing  feeling  had  been  obscured  by  the  steady,  though 
mild,  light  of  Christianity,  whicli  never  ceased  to  bum  in  her 
gentle  bosom.  Now,  lier  emotions  were  merely  the  natural  outr 
pourings  of  a  daughter  that  wept  for  a  mother  whose  love  was 
indelibly  impressed  on  the  heart,  and  whose  lessons  had  been 
too  earnestly  taught  to  bo  easily  forgotten  by  one  who  had  so 
little  temptation  to  err. 

There  was  no  other  priest  than  nature  at  that  wild  and  singu- 
lar funeral  rite.  March  cast  his  eyes  below,  aud  through  the 
transparent  medium  of  the  clear  water,  which  was  almost  as 
pure  as  air,  he  saw  what  Hetty  was  accustom  'd  to  call  "  mo- 
ther's grave."  It  was  a  low,  straggling  mound  of  earth,  fashioned 
by  no  spade,  out  of  a  corner  of  which  gleamed  a  bit  of  the  white 
doth  tliat  formed  the  shroud  of  the  dead.  The  body  had  been 
lowered  to  the  lx>ttom,  and  II utter  brought  eartli  from  the 
shore  and  let  it  fall  upon  it,  until  all  was  concealed.  In  this 
state  the  place  had  remained  until  the  movement  of  the  waters 
revealed  the  solitary  sign  of  the  uses  of  the  spot,  that  has  jnst 
been  mentioned. 

Even  the  most  rude  and  brawlin;^  are  chastened  by  the  cere- 
momes  of  a  funeral.  March  felt  no  desire  to  indulf^c  his  voice 
in  any  of  its  coaree  outbreakings,  and  was  disiKx^ed  to  complete 
the  office  he  had  undertaken  in  decent  sobriety.  Perhaps  he 
reflected  on  the  retribution  that  had  ali<rhted  o  i  his  late  com- 
rade,  and  bethought  him  of  the  frightful  jeopardy  in  which  his 
own  life  had  so  lately  been  placed.  He  signified  to  Judith  that 
all  was  ready,  received  her  directions  to  proceed,  an  1.  with  no 
other  assistant  than  his  own  vast  strength,  raised  the  body  and 
bore  it  to  the  end  of  the  scow.  Two  parts  of  a  rope  were  passed 
beneath  the  legs  and  shoulders,  as  they  are  placed  be  i-nth  cof- 
fins, and  then  the  corpse  was  slowly  lowered  beneath  the  surfaoe 
of  tlie  lake. 

**  Not  there — ^Harry  March — no,  not  tkere,^  said  Judith,  shnd- 


during  involniitnrily;  "  do  not  lower  il  quite  BO  B*aT  llie  spoi 
where  niothiT  lira  !" 

"Why  not,  Jiidillir  Rsked  Hetty,  earnestly,  "Tbey  lired 
tonpllier  ill  life,  Htid  sliould  lie  lo-^ther  in  destli," 

"  No— no— Ilnrt^'  Mnrch,  further  oflf— further  off.— Poor 
IIpUv,  vou  know  nut  whnt  you  sny. — Lenve  me  to  order  Uiis," 

"  I  know  I  am  we.nk-mindi'd,  Jndith.  and  that  you  arc  clever 
— but,  survlv  n  Imsband  should  be  placed  near  a  wife.  Mother 
nlwap  •laid  that  tim  was  the  way  they  bury  in  Christian  cbureb- 
yards," 

Tliis  little  controvorav  was  condiict<?d  eamrstlv,  but  in  emo- 


thered   ' 


night 


s.  .IS  if  the  S])enker3  feared  that  the  dead  i 
'm,  Judith  could  not  contend  with  her  sister,  at 
ficnt.  but  a  signiGrant  gesture  from  her  indnced 
xpT  the  body  nt  a  little  distance  from  that  of  ha 
lie    withdrew   llie  cords,  and   the  act  was    i 


laimed  Hnrrr,  bend- 
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recalled  her  to  the  present  time,  and  abrupt  and  unseasonable 
as  was  their  import,  they  did  not  produce  those  signs  of  dis- 
taste tliat  one  might  have  expected,  from  the  girPs  character. 
On  the  contrary,  she  apjieared  to  bo  struck  with  some  sudden 
idea,  gazed  intently  tor  a  moment  at  the  young  man,  dried  her 
eyes,  and  led  the  way  to  the  other  end  of  the  scow,  signifying 
her  wish  for  him  to  follow.  Here  she  took  a  seat,  and  motioned 
for  March  to  ])lHce  himself  at  her  side.  The  decision  and  ear- 
nestness with  which  all  this  was  done,  a  little  intimidated  her 
companion,  and  Judith  found  it  necessary  to  open  the  subject 
herself. 

"  You  wish  to  speak  to  me  of  marriage,  Harry  March,"  she 
said,  ^  and  I  have  come  here,  over  the  grave  of  my  parents,  as 
it  might  be — no,  no— over  the  grave  of  ray  poor,  dear,  dear 
mother,  to  hoar  what  you  have  to  say." 

*^  This  is  oncommon,  and  you  have  a  skearful  way  with  you, 
this  evening,  Judith,"  answered  Hurr}',  more  disturb<.*d  than  he 
would  have  cared  to  own ;  "•  but  truth  is  truth,  and  it  shall 
come  out,  let  what  will  follow.  You  wtU  know,  gal,  that  I've 
long  thought  you  the  comeliest  young  woman  my  eyes  ever 
beheld,  and  that  Tve  made  no  secret  of  that  fact,  either  here  on 
the  lake,  out  among  the  hunters  and  trappers,  or  in  the  settle- 
ments." 

**  Yes — yes,  Fve  heard  this  before,  and  I  suppose  it  to  be 
true,"  answered  Judith,  with  a  sort  of  feverish  impatience. 

^  When  a  young  man  holds  such  language  of  any  particular 
young  woman,  it's  reasonable  to  calculate  he  sets  store  by  her." 

"True — true.  Hurry — all  this  you've  told  me,  again  and 
again." 

"  Well,  if  it's  agreeable,  I  should  think  a  woman  couldn't 
bear  it  too  often.  They  all  tell  me  this  is  the  way  with  your 
sex — ^that  nothing  pleases  them  more  than  to  repeat,  over  and 
over,  for  tlie  hundredth  time,  how  much  you  hke  'em,  unless  it 
be  to  talk  to  Vm  of  their  good  looks !" 

^  No  doubt — we  like  both,  on  most  occauoos :  but  this  in  an 


400  TllK      iHtlIRSLA*KH. 

uncoil) moil  nionicni,  IIuit)-,  and  viiin  word«  should  not  be  \i30 
rrMlv  asL'd.     I  would  rather  hear  you  npeak  plainly." 

"  You  shiill  have  your  owu  wny,  Judith,  and  I  some  siiBp«et 
you  alwavd  will,  I've  utWn  Uild  you  that  I  Dot  only  hUe  you 
l)eUer  ihun  ariv  other  young  woman  going,  or,  for  that  matter, 
bi'ttcr  lh;in  nil  the  young  womeo  going;  but  you  must  hava 
<ibsarved.  Judith,  thai  I've  never  asked  you,  in  up  and  down 


"  1  hnve  observed  both,"  relumed  the  girl,  a  Hmile  strustgUug 
abt>ul  Irt  iicautiful  mouth,  in  spite  of  the  lingular  and  eiigroa&- 
iiig  intfotiicss  which  caused  her  cheeks  to  flush  and  lighted  her 
eyes  with  a  brilliancy  that  was  almost  daiiling — *•  I  have  ob- 
served both,  ,ind  have  thought  the  last  remarkable  for  a  luan 
of  Hurry  March's  decision  and  fearless ne«a.'' 

"  TliLTe's  bi^en  a  reason,  gal,  and  it's  one  that  troubles  me 
even  now — nay.  don't  flush  uji  so,  and  look  fiery-like,  for  tliere 
arc  thoiiiilits  wliiuli  will  slick  long  in  any  man's  mind,  as  tliere 
U-  words  lliiit  will  stick  in  his  throat — but  then,  ag'iu,  thereV 
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**  Yoa  pat  it  in  better  words  than  I  can  do,  Judith,  and  I 
wisli  you  to  fancy  them  fuiid,  just  as  you  moctt  like  to  hear  ^eni.** 

^  They're  plain  enough,  Hurry,  and  'tis  fitting  they  should  be 
so.  This  is  no  place  to  tiitle  or  deceive  in.  Now,  listen  to  my 
answer,  which  shall  be,  in  every  tittle,  as  sincere  as  your  offer. 
There  is  a  reason,  March,  why  I  should  never — ^" 

**  I  suj)poee  I  understand  you,  Judith ;  but  if  Tm  willing  to 
overlook  that  reason,  it^s  no  one's  consarn  but  mine.  Now  don't 
brighten  up  like  the  sky  at  sundown ;  for  no  offence  is  meant, 
and  none  should  be  taken." 

^  I  do  not  brighten  up,  and  will  not  take  offence,"  said  Ju- 
dith, struggling  to  repress  her  indignation,  in  a  way  she  had 
never  found  it  necessary  to  exert  before.  "  There  is  a  reason 
why  I  should  not,  cannot,  ever  be  your  wife,  Hurry,  that  you 
seem  to  overlook,  and  which  it  is  my  duty  now  to  tell  you,  as 
plainly  as  you  have  asked  me  to  consent  to  become  so.  I  do 
not,  and  I  am  certain  that  I  never  shall  love  you  well  enough  to 
marry  you.  No  man  can  wish  for  a  wife  who  does  not  prefer 
him  to  all  other  men ;  and  when  I  tell  you  this  frankly,  I  sup- 
pose you  yourself  will  thank  me  for  my  sincerity." 

**C)  Judith,  them  flaunting,  gay,  scarlet-coated  officers  of  the 
garrisons  have  done  all  this  mischief  I" 

^  Hush,  March ;  do  not  calumniate  a  daughter  over  her 
mother's  grave.  Do  not,  when  I  only  wish  to  treat  you  fairly, 
give  me  reason  to  call  for  evil  on  your  head,  in  bitterness  of 
heart !  Do  not  forget  that  I  am  a  woman,  and  that  you  are  a 
man ;  and  that  I  have  neither  father  nor  brother  to  revenge 
your  words." 

^  Well,  there  is  something  in  the  last,  and  Fll  say  no  more. 
Take  time,  Judith,  and  think  better  on  this.** 

"■  I  want  no  time ;  my  mind  has  long  been  made  up,  and  I 
have  only  waited  for  you  to  speak  plainly,  to  answer  plainly. 
We  now  understand  each  other,  and  there  is  no  use  in  saying 
any  more." 

The  impetuou<«  oiirnestness  of  the  girl  awed  the  young  man, 
for  never  before   Lad  he  seen  her  so  serious  a;:d  determiuttd» 
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In  in<«t  of  tlu-ir  |<reviu)u  intcn-i^irs  kIic  liniJ  met  his  adniiMei 
niili  i'\^i''jiiii  or  sarcaviii ;  but  tlii-st-  Hum'  hiiii  mUUken  for 
fi.'ni;ili-  I'oijiivtrv.  mill  had  sujiiiosfd  ini>;^it  eiisily  he  roDierteii 
into  coii'ciit.  Till'  stru^irle  liiu.1  been  with  liimseif,  about  offw- 
iiiiT ;  nor  li;id  hi-  ever  Ii^•ri^■1l^lv  bclici'.'d  it  poe^ble  tbat  JuiUlh 
n-iiiilil  ri'fii-cl.ihftvunc  tlip  wif<>of  thp  linndiwnK^t  manonnlllliiit 
frontii-T.  Xciiv  tliftt  the  refusal  came,  and  that  in  tenns  *■) 
(Ji'cidrd  (IS  t<>  j'Ut  all  c-nilliiiir  out  of  the  (|UO!>tion,  if  not  j«h^>- 
luti.'ly  i]iinifi>uriil<''l.  hi'  wiL'>  m>  much  mortitit-d  atiil  >iTr|iris«il  as 
lo  tM  in>  ui-li  (..  iitt.-iii[.l  to  diiiiim-  hvr  n-suluiii'ii. 

■■Till'  i;|iiiiiiu'r'^l,i>s  \ias  now  no  great  iiill  for  in<\"  he 
,'M'l.iii.Lt'd.  urt.T  n  niinuti-*s  siU-t.oe.  "  fUJ  Tom  is  gonn ;  the 
Illinium  :ir.'  as  ]ili>iih-  on  shore  as  piufetitiH  in  the  wood*,  and 
aho-.n-ihi-r,  it  is  i^^'ttiriff  to  be  an  onauitablu  place." 

'■  I'lii'ii  It-ave  it.  You  8CC  it  surrounded  by  d-iilgers.  and 
th.Te  is  no  ri-iiMiii  why  you  should  risk  your  life  fiw  otheis. 
Nor  do  1  know  thai  you'can  be  of  «ny  sJnicc  to  u*.  Go  to- 
of  liHving  done  unylliing  forgelAil 


rrTK     BBERSLATRR.  403 

"  \h,  Hany  March,  had  you  always  spoken  ^thas,  felt  thus, 
my  feelings  towards  you  might  have  been  different !" 

"  Ls  it  too  late,  now,  Judith  ?  I'm  rough,  and  a  woodsman ; 
but  we  all  change  under  different  treatment  from  what  we  have 
been  used  to/' 

"  It  w  too  late,  March.  I  can  never  feel  towards  you,  or  any 
other  man  but  one,  as  you  would  wUh  to  have  me.  There,  Fve 
said  enough,  surely,  and  you  will  question  me  no  further.  As 
8<M>n  as  it  is  dark,  I  or  the  Delaware  will  put  you  on  the  shore ; 
you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  Mohawk  and  the 
nearest  garrison,  and  send  all  you  can  to  our  assistance.  And, 
Hurry,  we  are  now  friends,  and  I  may  trust  you,  may  I  not  ?" 

"Sartain,  Judith  ;  though  our  friendship  would  have  l>eeii  all 
the  warmer,  could  you  look  u|K)n  me  a^  I  look  upon  you." 

Judith  hesitated,  and  some  {)owerful  emotion  was  struggling 
within  her.  Then,  as  if  determined  to  look  down  all  weak- 
nesses, and  accomplish  her  purposes  at  every  hazard,  she  s)>okc 
more  plainly. 

**  You  will  find  a  captain  of  the  name  of  Warley,  at  the 
nearest  post,''  she  s:ud,  pale  as  death,  and  even  trembling  as  she 
spoke ;  **  I  think  it  likely  he  will  wish  to  head  the  party ;  I 
would  greatly  prefer  it  should  be  another.  If  Ca|)tain  Warley 
can  be  kept  back,  'twould  make  me  very  hap)  y." 

"That's  easier  said  than  done,  Judith  ;  for  tliese  officers  do 
pretty  much  as  they  j)lea<ie.  Tin*  nipjor  will  order,  and  captains, 
and  lieutenants,  and  ensigns  must  obey.  I  know  the  officer  you 
mean  ;  a  rod-fac<'d,  gay,  oh  !-be-joyful  sort  of  a  gentleman,  wIkj 
swallows  Madeira  enough  to  drown  the  Mohawk,  and  yet  a 
pleasant  talker.  All  the  gals  in  the  valley  admire  him  ;  au<l 
they  say  he  admires  all  the  gals.  I  don't  wonder  he  is  your 
dislike,  Judith,  for  he's  a  very  gin'ral  lover,  if  he  isn't  a  gin'ral 
officer." 

Judith  did  not  answer,  though  her  frame  shook,  and  her 
color  changed  firom  pale  to  crimson,  and  from  crimson  back 
again  to  the  hue  of  death. 

"  Alas  !  my  poor  mother !"  she  ejaculated  mentally,  instead 


of  uttering  it  aiuuJ  ;  "  wo  are  over  thy  grave,  but  little  liost  thou 
know  liow  muek  thy  lessons  have  been  foi^tten ;  thy  care 
neglected  ;  thv  love  defeated." 

As  this  gonJing  of  the  worm  tlmt  never  dies  was  fi>lt,  she 
Hro^i.',  aail  aiguifted  to  Burry  that  she  had  no  more  to  commu- 
nicate. 
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CHAPTER  XXU. 


-That  point 


In  misery,  which  oiake«  the  oppressed  man 
Regardless  of  his  own  life,  makes  him  too 
Lord  of  the  oppressor's  " 

COLBRIDOB. 


All  this  time  Hetty  had  remained  seated  in  the  liead  of  the 
scow,  looking  sorrowfully  into  the  water,  whicli  held  the  body 
of  her  mother,  as  well  as  that  of  the  man  whom  she  had  been 
taught  to  consider  her  father.  Hist  stood  near  her  in  gentle 
quiet^  but  had  no  consolation  to  offer  in  words.  The  habits  of 
her  jKJople  taught  her  reserve  in  this  respect ;  and  the  habits 
of  her  sex  induced  her  to  wait  patiently  for  a  moment  when 
she  might  manifest  some  soothing  sympathy  by  means  of  acts, 
rather  than  of  s^^eech.  Chingachgook  held  himself  a  little 
aloof^  in  grave  reserve,  looking  like  a  warrior,  but  feeling  like 
a  man. 

Judith  joined  her  sister  with  an  air  of  dignity  and  solemnity 
it  was  not  her  practice  to  show  ;  and,  though  the  gleamings  of 
anguish  were  still  visible  on  her  beautiful  face,  when  she  spoke 
it  was  firmly  and  without  tremor.  At  that  instant,  Hist  and 
the  Delaware  withdrew,  moving  towards  Hurry,  in  the  other 
end  of  the  boat. 

"  Sister,"  siid  Judith,  kindly,  "  I  have  much  to  say  to  you ; 
we  will  get  into  this  canoe,  and  paddle  off  to  a  distance  from 
the  ark — the  secrets  of  two  orphans  ought  not  to  be  heard  by 
every  ear." 

"  Certainly,  Judith,  by  the  ears  of  their  parents.  Let  Hurry 
lift  the  grapnel,  and  move  away  with  the  ark,  and  leave  us 
here,  near  the  graves  of  father  and  mother,  to  say  what  we 
may  have  to  say." 

^  Father  T  repeated  Judith,  slowly,  tlie  blood  for  tjb<^  ^tq»V 


time  since  her  parting  with  March,  mounting  to  her  cheeV-; 
"  He  was  no  fnther  of  oure,  Hetty  !  7%d(  we  had  from  hb 
own  mouili.  nnJ  in  his  dying  inoiuenU." 

•■  Ar-  tou  gbd,  Judith,  to  find  you  bad  no  fether !  He  took 
ctre  of  us.  and  fed  us,  and  doUied  us,  and  loved  us ;  a  father 
could  have  done  no  more,  1  don't  underaland  wliy  lie  wasn't 
a  father." 

"  Never  mind,  dear  child,  but  let  us  do  as  jou  have  s^d.  It 
mny  be  uvll  to  retnain  here,  and  lot  the  ark  move  a  little  awaj. 
Do  you  preparo  the  canoe,  luad  I  will  tell  Hurry  and  the 
Indians  our  wishes." 

This  was  soon  and  simply  done ;  the  nrk  moving,  with 
measured  strokes  of  the  sweeps,  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
spot,  leaving  [he  girls  floating,  seemingly  in  wr.  above  the  place 
of  llie  dratd;  so  buoyant  was  the  light  vessel  that  held  tliem, 
and  so  limpid  the  element  by  which  it  was  sustained. 

"Tile  deatli  of  Tbomas  Ilutter,"  Judith  commenced,  after  a 
Bhort  (iniise  bad  preparefl   ber  sistflr  to  receive  her  cominunicsr 
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mother  any  sorrow  now — there  is  some  consolation  in  that,  at 
leiust! — and  nutliing  t^ou  can  say  or  do,  will  make  her  .mile,  as 
she  used  to  smile  on  your  good  conduct  when  living." 

"  You  don't  know  that,  Judith.  Spirits  can  see,  and  mother 
may  see  as  Wi.*ll  as  any  spirit.  She  always  told  us  that  God 
saw  all  we  did,  and  that  we  should  do  nothing  to  offend  him  ; 
and  now  she  h;is  liffl  us,  I  strive  to  do  nothing  that  can  displease 
her.  Think  how  her  spirit  would  mourn  and  feel  sorrow, 
Judith,  did  it  see  either  of  us  doing  what  is  not  right ;  and 
spirits  may  see,  after  all ;  especially  the  spirits  of  pari'uts  that 
feel  anxious  alwut  their  children." 

"  llettv,  llettv — you  know  not  what  \x)U  say !''  murmured 
Judith,  almost  livid  with  emotion.  "The  dead  cannot  see,  and 
know  nothing  of  what  pjwses  here !  But  we  will  not  tilk  of 
this  any  longer.  The  bodies  of  mother  and  Thomas  Flutter 
lie  together  in  the  lake,  and  we  will  hope  that  the  sjiirits  of 
both  are  with  God.  That  we,  the  children  of  one  of  them, 
remain  on  earth  is  certain ;  it  is  now  proper  to  know  what  we 
are  to  do  in  future." 

"  If  we  are  not  Thomas  flutter's  children,  Judith,  no  one  will 
dispute  our  right  to  his  property.  We  have  the  castle,  and  the 
ark,  and  the  canoes,  and  the  woo<ls,  and  the  lak(*s,  the  same  as 
when  he  was  living ;  and  w^hat  can  prevent  as  from  staying 
here,  and  passing  our  lives  just  Jis  we  ever  liave  done  ?" 

"No,  no — poor  sister.  This  can  no  longer  he.  Two  girls 
would  not  be  safe  here,  even  should  these  Hurons  fail  in  getting 
us  into  their  |X)wer.  Even  father  had  as  much  as  he  could 
sometimes  do,  to  keep  p.*ace  upon  the  lake ;  and  we  sliould 
fail  altoirether.  We  must  quit  this  spot,  Hetty,  and  remove 
into  the  s<,*ttlenients." 

"  I  am  sorry  you  think  so,  Juditli,"  returned  Hetty,  dropping 
her  htad  on  h«T  lx>som,  and  l<x>kiiig  tlioughtfully  down  at  tlie 
spot  where  the  funeral  i>ile  of  her  mother  could  just  be  seen. 
*'  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  would  rather  stay  liere,  where, 
if  I  wasn't  bom,  Fve  passed  my  life.  I  don't  like  the  settle- 
men  tH — they  are  full  of  wickedness  and  heaitrbwiTiVvk^^s^  ^XiXxi 
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:i.>il  .Un.'IIt,  nil.  ITi'iuiifd  ill  tbvoe  liilU!  I  luvv  the  trees,  and  the 
iiyuiitnins  iiiiil  tlii^  liike,  and  iheejirings;  all  itiHl  Lis  bounty 
iiiis  givi-ii  Hi,  mid  it  woulO  grieve  me  boh-Iv,  Judith,  to  be  forced 
:•>  i|uit  llii'ui.  Vi)u  are  haiidsoine,  and  not  at  hU  lialf-wittwl, 
iiid  oiii:  d.-iy  \<m  will  nmrry,  find  tlien  yoii  will  lisve  a  lilisUiud, 
mil  I  a  l)HJllii.T,  tu  t;ike  ciirf  of  us,  if  women  can't  really  lake 
:aR'  uf  t]ii'm>t'lv..-s  in  sutli  a  pliice  as  ihia," 

"  All ',  if  tliis  could  (m;  so,  Hetty,  then,  indeed,  I  cuuld  no* 
Imi  (V  llioiisiiid  liint'S  hap|iii'r  in  these  woods  than  in  the  settlo- 
iiifiilr-l  Onir  1  iliJ  not  feel  lliiis,  but  liOB  I  do.  Yet  wheru 
In  the  iiiiiii  Ui  mm  tliis  b<.'«utiful  jijaue  into  such  B  garden  of 
E.l.'ii  for  IV'  r 

"  l!:iiry  MiiR'li  loves  you,  sister,''  returned  jfoor  Hetty, 
LiiKipii-i  iiiL-ly  jiieklng  the  bark  off  the  eauoe  as  she  spoke. 
■  []■•  \ti>iil<l  Ijl'  ;.'l,'id  to  be  your  husband,  I'm  sure;  and  n 
r  mil]  11  hrmer  yuLilii  U  not  to  be  met  wiUi  ihe  whole 
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as  I  ought  If  you  don't  like  to  marry  Ilurry,  I  don't  see  who 
you  can  choose  for  a  husband,  and  then  I  fear  we  shall  have  to 
quit  the  lake,  after  all." 

"  What  do  you  think  of  Deerslayer,  Ilotty  ?"  itsked  Judith, 
bendin*^  forward  like  her  unsophisticiited  sister,  and  endeavoring 
to  conceal  her  embarnissment  in  a  similar  manner.  "  Would 
he  not  make  a  brother-in-law  to  your  liking  ?" 

**  Deerslayer !"  repeated  the  other,  looking  up  in  unfeigned 
surprise ;  **  why,  Judith,  Deerslayer  isu't  in  the  least  comely,  and 
is  altogether  unfit  for  one  like  you !" 

"  He  is  not  ill-looking,  Iletty ;  and  beauty  in  a  man  is  not  of 
much  matter." 

"  Do  you  think  so,  Judith  ?  I  know  that  beauty  is  of  no 
great  matter,  in  man  or  woman,  in  the  eyes  of  God ;  for  mother 
has  often  tol<l  me  so,  when  she  thought  I  might  have  been  sorry 
I  was  not  as  handsome  an  vou — thouj^h  she  needn't  have  Wn 
uneasy  on  that  account,  for  I  nev(*r  coveted  anything  that  is 
yours,  sister ;  but  tell  me  so  she  did  ;  still,  beauty  is  very  plea- 
sant to  the  eye,  in  both.  I  think,  if  I  were  a  man,  I  should  pine 
more  for  good  looks  than  I  do  as  a  girl.  A  handsome  man  is 
a  more  ple;ising  sight  than  a  handsome  woman." 

"  Poor  child !  you  scarce  know  what  you  say  or  what  you 
mean !  Beauty  in  our  sex  is  something,  but  in  man,  it  passes 
for  little.  To  be  sure,  a  man  ought  to  be  tall,  but  others  are 
tall  as  well  as  Hurry  ;  and  active — I  think  1  know  those  that 
are  more  active ;  and  strong — well,  he  hasn't  all  the  strength  in 
the  world ;  and  brave — I  am  certain  I  can  name  a  youth  who 
is  braver." 

"This  is  strange,  Judith.  I  didn't  think  the  earth  held  u 
liand<*omt»r,  or  a  stronger,  or  a  more  active,  or  a  braver  man 
than  Harry  Hurry.  I  am  sure  /  never  met  his  equal  in  either 
of  these  things." 

"  Well,  well,  Hetty — say  no  more  of  this.  I  dislike  to  hear 
ytiu  talking  in  this  manner.  'Tis  not  suitable  to  your  innocence, 
and  truth,  and  warm-hearted  sincerity.     Let  Harry  March  go. 


III.'  'luits  UK  toniglii,  unci  no  regret  of  mine  vrill  follow  him, 
iiiii<'!«  it  bu  tlint  lie  liits  aUiyeil  «>  long  ntid  to  so  little  purpos^.^ 

"Ali:  Juiiilli,  tliiil  us  wbiit  I've  long  feared;  and  I  diJ  «) 
liiF|"'  III'  iiiiiihr  !«■  iNj-  brutlier-iii-!;iw  V 

-  Xi-viT  iiiiiiil  it  LKjiv  ;  let  us  talk  of  our  poor  niotlier  and  of 


'I'llOII 


11  III 


■'  S].(«k  kindly,  tlicn,  sis[«r,  for  you  cau't  be  qaile  cert^ntliftt 
fpiiils  dim't  liolh  liear  and  see.  If  father  wasn't  Rilher,  be  wtt 
j^'ikkI  til  us,  and  gave  us  food  and  shelttr.  We  can't  put  aoj 
?ti  (Ill's  oviir  tlji'ir  graves  here  in  the  water  to  tell  pcopl<>  idl  ibU, 
and  -jO  »■!■  ouglil  td  say  it  with  our  tongues." 

"Tlii'v  will  care  litlli;  fur  that,  girl.  Tls  n  great  consolation 
ii  >  k]ji.i\s ,  Llt'tty,  tlial  if  mother  cmt  did  commit  any  hvavy  &alt 
ivlieii  youiiir  she  lived  aincecely  to  repent  of  it;  no  doubt  hit 


•■  Tl-.,' 


i,-lir,  JuJilh,  for  cbihlren 
:iil  bi'Hcr  Uilk  of  our  own 
t-iiir-ins,  Hetty  1     If  th, 


to  talk  of  their  parents' 
re  ever  was  n  creature  on 
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and  to-morrow  sliall  determine  what  we  are  to  do.  As  for  tlie 
Uurons,  now  we  can  use  our  stores  without  fear  of  Thomas 
llutter,  they  will  be  easily  bought  off.  Let  me  get  Deerslayer 
unco  out  of  their  hands,  and  a  single  hour  shall  bring  things  to 
an  undersUinding." 

Judith  «j)okj*  with  decision,  and  she  sjwke  with  authority,  a 
habit  she  hjid  long  practised  towards  her  feeble-minded  sister. 
Hut,  while  thus  accustomed  to  have  her  way,  by  tlie  aid  of 
manner  and  a  readier  conmiand  of  words,  Hetty  occasionally 
checked  her  imjietuous  feelings  and  hasty  acts  by  the  aid  of 
those  simple  moral  trutlis,  that  were  so  deeply  engrafted  in  all 
her  own  thoughts  and  feelings ;  shhiing  through  both  wiUi  a 
mild  and  beautiful  lustre  that  threw  a  sort  of  holy  halo  around 
80  much  of  what  she  both  said  and  did.  On  the  present  occa- 
sion, this  healthful  a<*cendency  of  the  girl  of  weak  intellect,  over 
her  of  a  capacity  that,  in  other  situations,  might  have  become 
brilliant  and  admired,  wiis  exhibited  in  the  usual  simple  and 
earnest  manner. 

**  You  forget^  Judith,  what  has  brought  us  here,"  she  said 
reproachfully.  "  This  is  mother's  grave,  and  we  liave  just  laid 
the  body  of  father  by  her  side.  We  have  done  wrong  to  talk 
80  much  of  ourselves  at  such  a  spot,  and  ought  now  to  pray 
God  to  forgive  us,  and  ask  him  to  teach  us  where  we  are  to  go, 
and  what  we  are  to  do." 

Judith  involuntarily  laid  aside  her  paddle,  while  Hetty 
dropped  on  her  knees  and  was  soon  lost  in  her  devout  but 
simple  ])etitions.  Her  sist<»r  did  not  pray.  This  slio  had  long 
c<'ased  to  do  directly,  though  anguish  of  spirit  frequently  wrung 
from  her  menttd  and  hasty  apjK^als  to  the  great  source  of  be- 
nevolence, for  supi)ort,  if  not  for  a  change  of  spirit  Still,  she 
never  beheld  Hetty  on  her  knees,  that  a  feeling  of  tender  recol- 
lection, fis  well  as  of  profound  regret  at  the  deadnt»ss  of  her  own 
heart,  did  not  com<;  over  her.  Tims  had  she  herself  done  in 
childhood,  and  even  down  to  the  hour  of  her  ill-fated  xnsits  to 
the  garrisons ;  and  she  would  willingly  have  given  worlds,  at 
Buch  moments,  to  be  able  to  exchange  her  present  sensations. 
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fur  lli:iL  cuiitiiling  fiiitli,  those  pure  asjurationa,  and  the  gentle 
li.'ji-  iliiii  sli.jiiu  tliri^ugli  evtry  lincauiorit  iiiid  muveinent  of  her 
(iiliirni^r  U^-t^ivored  i»stur.  All  she  could  do,  howet-er,  wm 
Ik  dni]'  hr  Ik'mI  to  her  bosoiii,  and  assume  in  her  attitude 
imirif  of  thai  lii'Vutiuii  in  which  her  stubboru  sjarit  refused  to 

Whi-n  Ili'[[y  rose  froTii  lier  kitui's,  her  (.i>unteDance  had  a 
ftlow  aii'l  s..i.iiity  that  reu.h-r.-J  a  Kite  that  wiis  always  i^tw- 
lihli',  |iu>iiivi>ly  h^iniisiiini-.  Her  mmd  was  at  jxraw,  and  her 
C"n«.i..-iici'  ;i.-.iLLittoJ  hi-r  of  a  neglect  of  duty. 

■■Niiw  you  may  gyt.  if  you  want  to,  Judith,"  she  said ;  "God 
and  liftoil  a  burden  off  my  heart.  Mother 
i-iis,  she  used  to  tell  me,  and  she  always 
cilV  in  this  way.  'lis  the  only  way.  sister,  sm-h 
\h-  doiif.  Y.iu  may  raise  a  stone,  or  a  to-^,  with 
;  hnt  thi:  heart  must  lie  lifjlitened  by  {iruyer.  1 
tuu  jiray  as  often  as  you  useil  to  do  when  youngc, 


\ui<  U^-n  kili.l 
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passing  behmd  the  castle  ? — here,  more  in  the  direction  of  the 
point,  1  moan ;  it  is  hid,  now ; — but,  certainly,  I  saw  a  caiioo 
8tealin«j  behind  the  lo<rs." 

"Tve  seen  it  some  time,"  lletty  quietly  answered,  for  thi' 
Indians  had  few  terrors  for  her,  "  but  1  did  not  think  it  right  t«> 
t:iik  about  such  things  over  mothor's  grave.  Th<^  canoe  came 
from  the  cauij),  Judith,  and  was  paddled  by  a  single  man  ;  he 
seemed  tu  b<?  Deerslayer,  and  no  Iro«:[uois." 

"  Deerslayer  I"  returned  the  other,  with  much  of  lier  native 
impetuosity.  "That  can't  be!  Deerslayer  is  a  prisoner,  and  I 
have  been  thinking  of  the  moans  of  betting  him  free.  Why  did 
you  fancy  it  Deerslayer,  child  ?" 

"  You  ciin  look  for  yourself,  sister ;  there  comes  the  canoe  in 
sight  again,  on  this  side  of  the  hut." 

Sure  enough,  the  light  boat  had  passed  the  building,  and  was 
now  stpadily  advancing  towards  the  ark ;  the  |K»rsons  on  l)oard 
of  which  were  already  collectinji:  in  the  head  of  the  scow  to 
receive  their  visitor.  A  single  glanco  sufficed  to  aissure  Judith 
tliat  her  sister  was  riijjht,  and  that  Deei"slaver  was  alone  in  the 
Cimoe.  His  approach  was  si>  c:iim  and  l<»isurely,  howevor,  as  to 
fill  her  with  wonder,  since  a  man  who  had  effectod  his  oscape 
from  enoniios,  by  either  artifice  or  violence,  would  not  lx»  aj)t  to 
move  with  the  stoadinoss  and  d»'liU*ration  with  which  his  pad- 
dle swept  the  water.  Hy  this  time  the  day  was  fairly  d«'parting, 
and  objects  were  already  seen  dimly  under  the  shor«'S.  In  the 
broad  lake,  howev(?r,  the  light  still  lingend,  and  around  the 
immediate  scene  of  the  present  incidents  which  was  less  shaded 
than  most  of  the  sheet,  lK*ing  in  its  broad<'st  jmrt,  it  cast  a  glare 
that  bore  some  faint  n^semblanctj  to  the  warm  tints  of  an  lUilian 
or  Grecian  sunsi't.  The  lo2p  of  the  hut  and  ark  had  a  sort  of 
purpUj  hue,  blend<'d  with  the  growing  oWurity,  and  the  bark 
of  the  hunters  l)oat  was  losing  its  distinctness,  in  colors  richer, 
but  more  mellowed,  than  those  it  showed  under  a  bright  suti. 
As  the  two  canoes  approached  each  other — for  Judith  and  h'-r 
sister  had  j^lied  their  paddles  so  as  to  intercept  the  unexjyecied 
visitor  ere  he  reached  the  ark — even  Deerslayer's  sun-bunied 


iiil'iiiiiiLV  wiTo.  It  bri^lilcr  iviH-ct  than  common,  nnder  the 
asiii^  tiuL-  lltat  >«piik-<l  tu  i]iilii;i.'  ill  llio  ;itnios]>heiv.  Jndith 
i'i.-.l  [li:it  i).'lii!ht  at  ii)outiii<j:  Ikt  h:iU  some  sliare  iii  tlii^ 
ii.;^il  :ii>.l  .'<^'r.'.'^il.k-  r>:|>ivssi.>n.  Sk>  wils  not  aware  tliiil  l^-r 
II  )'i':iiitv  :i|i]"':iri-i]  ti>  muri'  iulvimto^  than  conmiori.  from 
'  s:irii<'  ii:iliinil  ciiiisl- ;  iiiir  did  »^Iiif  understand,  whnt  it  w»uM 
i-  -iv.-ii  li.T  si>  iiiui'ti  [ileii^iiri;  lo  knuw,  thai  tby  young  niiin 
iiully  lliiiii;r!ii  h'-T.  ii*  she  drew  nt-ar,  llic  loveliest  creature  of 
r-..-vlii<  .■>.->  liiid<-v..rdwL-k  oil. 
'■  WVliMiut — wvliKiiiM',  IV-ersbjer  r'    exclaimed  the  girl  aa 

■    v:ti -    rtorLt.-d  at  eacli  other's  sides;    "we  have  had  a 

■l;iiii-li..ly— :i  In^rjiiful  day— hut  y.mr  return  is,  at  least,  one 
sfurtuii.'  til.'  li-si.  Have  llie  IIun>n{t  bectime  more  humane 
d  li-i  villi  ■_'ii.  I'r  have  yon  eseaift-d  iViim  the  wrelcheii  by  vuur 
11  ,Miir:.-.- and  ^kill  !"' 

"  X.  illi.-r,  .Iiidilli— neitlK'r  i.iie  nor  t'other.  The  Ming.s  are 
[»[;••■<  Mill,  and  will  live  and  die  MiniTiw;  it  is  not  likely  their 
InrV  «ill  I'n-r  iindiTt,")  niiu-li  im[.n*n-nieiLt.  Well,  they've 
:.  ;iiid  w.-'v..  oiini.  .luditli.  and  it  d.«?sn't  iniu-h  be<\>me 
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wonderful  handsome  this  evening,  Judith,  or  Wild  Rose,  us  the 
Sar|)ent  calls  you,  and  I  may  as  well  say  it,  since  I  honestly 
think  it.  You  may  well  call  them  Mingos,  savages,  too,  for 
savage  enough  do  they  feel,  and  savage  enough  will  they  act,  if 
ycm  once  give  them  an  opportunity.  They  teel  their  hiss  here, 
in  the  late  skriunuiigo,  to  their  hearts^  cores,  and  are  ready  to 
revenge  it  on  any  creatur*  of  English  bk>od  that  may  fall  in  their 
way.  Nor,  for  tliat  matter,  do  I  much  think  they  would  stand 
at  taking  their  satisfaction  out  of  a  Dutchman." 

"  They  have  killed  father ;  that  ought  to  satisfy  their  wicked 
cravings  for  blood,"  observed  Hetty,  reproachfully. 

"  I  know  it,  gal — I  know  the  whole  story — partly  from  what 
Fve  seen  from  the  shore,  since  they  brought  me  up  from  the 
point,  and  partly  from  their  threats  ag'in  myself,  and  tlieir 
other  discourse.  Well,  life  is  unsartain  at  the  best,  and  we  all 
depend  on  the  breath  of  our  nostrils  for  it,  from  day  to  day. 
If  you've  lost  a  staunch  fri'nd,  as  I  make  no  doubt  you  have. 
Providence  will  raise  up  new  ones  in  his  stead ;  and  since  our 
acquaintance  has  Ix^gun  in  this  oncommon  manner,  I  shall  take 
it  as  a  hint  that  it  will  be  a  part  of  my  duty  in  futur\  should 
the  occasion  offer,  to  see  you  don't  suffer  for  want  of  food  in  the 
wigwam.  I  can't  bring  the  dead  to  life,  but  as  to  feeding  the 
linng,  there's  few  on  fill  this  frontier  can  outdo  me,  though  I  say 
it  in  the  way  of  pity  and  consolation  like,  and,  in  no  particular, 
in  the  way  of  boasting  !" 

"  We  understand  you,  Deerslayer,"  returned  Judith  hastily, 
"and  take  all  that  fails  from  your  lips,  fis  it  is  meant,  in  kind- 
ness and  fnendship.  Would  to  heaven  all  men  had  tongues  as 
true,  and  hearts  as  honest !" 

"In  that  ri»s|>ect  men  do  differ,  of  a  sartiiinty,  Judith.     Fvo 

known  them  that  wa^^n't  to  be  trusted  any  further  than  you  can 

see  them  ;  and  others  agi'n  whose  messagt^s,  sent  with  a  small 

piece  of  wampum,  perha|)s,  might  just  as  much  be  dei)ended  on, 

as  if  the  whole  business  was  finished  afore  your  face.     Yes, 

Judith,  you  never  said  truer  words,  than  when  you  said  some 

uien  might  be  depended  on,  and  some  otliers  might  not" 
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■'  'iwu  :i.:i.-  ;tii  uoaccoiinublu  btiiij,',  Decrsluyer,"  returuud  the 
IjiH,  uui  :i  liiile  jiuzzlud  witii  liii:  cliildi^li  sim|ilidty  of  diancter 
liiat  till.'  luiiiii-r  st>  ofttu  IjeUnjvd — a  sirajilidty  so  striking,  that 
it  rrfi(iii?iitlj-  u]ippan;d  to  place  Liiii  Dearly  on  a  level  with  the 
faLuitj-  of  I'lKir  IIi;tty,  though  always  ifUeved  by  the  bcautiliif 
iDQial  truLb.  thiit  sliooe  thrtiugh  all  that  this  uofortuDate  giri 
hull]  I'nid  and  did.  "  You  are  a  mwt  UDaccouii table  man,  nnd 
1  ofti-11  di)  nut  k?iow  how  to  understand  you.  But  oever  mind, 
just  HOW  ;  yuu  hiive  forgotten  to  tall  US  by  what  means  you  are 

"I! — oh!  Thnt's  not  very  onaocountable,  if  I  am  myself 
Jiidilli.     I'm  out  on  furlough." 

"  Furlough  ! — "UiiA  word  has  a  meaning  among  the  soldiers 
thiit  I  undtTstaiud  ;  I  caniiot  tell  what  it  signifiea  when  used  by 

"  It  tQi-aiLs  just  the  same.  You're  right  enough ;  the  sol- 
dit-ni  do  u>^i'  it,  nnd  just  in  the  Raiiic  way  as  I  use  it.  A  fur- 
luugli  in  u'lii'ii  a  man  has  leave  to  quit  a  camp,  or  a  garrison, 
C^raRartnin  si>^Hfirtl  tim-- ;   at  the  ^-nd  of  which  hf  is 
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'*  Is  it  possible  you  mean  to  do  this  act  of  cxtraordiiiarv  .self- 
destruction  and  recklessness  ?*' 

**  Allan !" 

"  I  ask  if  it  c:in  be  possible  that  you  expect  to  be  able  to  jml 
yourself  again  in  the  j>ower  of  such  ruthless  enemies,  by  ke<'jiinix 
yonr  word?" 

Deei'slayor  looked  at  his  fair  (ju(\stioner  for  a  moment  with 
stern  disjilea^nn*.  Then  the  expression  of  his  honest  and  guile- 
li*ss  fjice  sudd«*nly  chanij^ed,  lighting  as  by  a  ([uick  illumination 
of  thought;  afu*r  whieh  he  laughed  in  his  ordinary  manner. 

*'  I  didn't  und»r<tand  you,  at  first,  Judith  ;  no,  1  didn't. 
Vou  iH.'lieve  that  Chingaehgook  and  Hurry  Ilr.rry  won't  suffi-r 
it ;  but  vou  don't  know  mankind  thoroughly  vet,  I  see.  The 
Delaware  would  Ix'  the  last  man  on  'arth  to  oft'er  any  objections} 
to  w hat  hi'  knows  is  a  duty  ;  and,  as  for  March,  he  diKsn't  eare 
enoui:jh  alxiUt  anv  croatur'  but  himsi'lf  to  spend  many  words  on 
such  a  subjeet.  If  he  did,  'twould  make  no  great  diftt-n-nce, 
howscv<rr  ;  but  not  he — f(>r  he  thinks  more  of  his  trains  than  of 
even  his  own  word.  As  for  my  promis(^,  or  your'n,  Judith,  or 
anyl>ody  els»''s,  tlw-y  giv«»  him  no  consam.  Don't  be  under  any 
oiU'JLsiiK  ss,  therefore,  gal ;  I  shall  h**  alloW(;d  to  go  back  accord- 
ing to  the  furlough  ;  and  if  difficulties  was  made,  I've  not  U'cn 
brought  up,  and  edicated,  as  one  may  say,  in  the  woods,  with- 
out knowinjx  how  to  look  'em  down." 

Judith  nnule  no  answer  for  some  little  time.  All  hot  feelings 
as  a  woman — and  as  a  woman  who,  for  the  first  time  in  her 
life,  was  iH-ginning  to  submit  to  that  sentiment  which  has  so 
mueh  influence  on  the  happin<*ss  or  misery  of  her  sex — n'volt«d 
at  (he  cruel  fate  thai  she  fancied  Deerslaver  was  drawing  duwn 
ujH)n  himself,  while  the  sens<;  of  right,  which  Go<l  has  imj)lantrd 
in  every  human  brea'^t,  told  her  to  admire  an  integrity  as 
indomitable  and  un|  ii'tending  as  that  which  tlie  other  so 
uncoiuiciously  display<'<l.  Argum<'nt,  she  felt,  wcndd  l>e  useless; 
nor  wjLs  she,  at  that  moment,  disposed  to  hissen  the  dignity  and 
high  principle  that  were  so  striking  in  the  intentions  of  the 
huntiT,  by  any  atti-mpt  to  tuni  him  from  his  purpose.     That 


::(nii -'liJ'i,'  iiiiijlit  \\l  ut'uur  tu  hupcrsede  iJie  necessity  St  Uiis 
I  iii'ni,  sliL'  trii-il  U>  hope;  and  then  she  proceedi-d  to 
I  li'-  fai't",  in  order  Uint  lier  own  conduct  might  be 
i-'lI.'.I  ii\   lii;r  kiiowk'dye  of  circumstances. 

■'  Wlu'ii  is  yuiir  furlough  out,  iJeerBUyerl"  she  asked,  after 
Ifotli  (iiiMiios  viTi'  h(.'iiding  townrds  the  ark,  aod  muviug,  with 
Biiirt'L'lv  a  [icrci'ptihle  effort  of  the  pnddlea,  through  the  water. 

''Tii-morrow  iiuun ;  not  a  minute  sfore;  and  you  may 
(lijii'iid  uij  it,  Judith,  I  shan't  iguit  what  I  eoU  ChristJoti  com- 
['any,  to  go  riiid  give  niyMilf  up  to  them  vagabonds,  an  instant 
buoiier  tliiiu  is  downright  necessary.  Tbey  begin  U>  fear  a  visit 
from  tlic  g:irniMiii>,  and  wouldn't  lengthen  thu  time  a  monient; 
and  it's  pretty  well  uudetstood  atween  us,  that,  should  I  Jkil  in 
my  nr'n'd,  (liu  torments  are  ta  take  pUco  when  the  sun  begins 
to  fikll,  that  they  may  strike  ujK>n  their  home  trail  as  soon  as  it 
is  dark." 

This  was  s.iid  solemnly,  as  if  the  thought  of  wliat  wm 
b-lifved  to  Ix!  in  nserve  duly  weighed  on  the  prisoner's  mind, 
tiri.l  yet  sn  ?im|ily.  rmd  without  .t  pnrndp  nf  siiffi-riiiT.  n^  rather 
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"Oh!  DeersIaytT,  they  will  think  bett<T  of  this,  since  tliey 
have  given  you  until  to-morrow  noon  to  make  up  your  mind !" 

"  I  judge  not,  Judith ;  yes,  I  judge  not.  An  lujin  is  an 
lujin,  gal,  and  it's  pretty  raueh  hopeless  to  think  of  swarving 
him,  when  he's  got  the  scent  and  follows  it  with  his  nose  in  the 
air.  The  Delawares,  now,  are  a  half-christianiz-ed  tribe — not 
tliat  I  think  such  sort  of  Christians  much  better  than  your 
whole-blooded  dislx'lievers — but,  nevertheless,  what  go<xl  half- 
cliristianizing  can  do  to  a  man  some  among  'em  have  got,  and 
yet  revenge  clings  to  their  hearts  like  the  wild  creepers  here  to 
the  tree !  Then  I  slew  one  of  the  best  and  boldt»st  of  their  war- 
riors, they  say,  and  it  is  too  much  to  ex[)ect  that  they  should 
captivate  the  man  who  did  this  deed,  in  the  very  same  scouting 
on  wliich  it  was  jierformed,  and  they  tiike  no  account  of  iho 
matt<?r.  Had  a  month  or  so  gone  by,  their  feelin's  would  have 
been  softi*ned  down,  and  we  might  have  met  in  a  more  friendly 
way  ;  but  it  is  as  it  is.  Judith,  this  is  talking  of  nothing  but 
myself  and  my  own  consarns,  when  you  have  had  trouble 
enough,  and  may  want  to  consult  a  fri'nd  a  little  about  your 
own  matters.  Is  the  old  man  laid  in  the  water,  where  I  should 
think  his  lx)dv  would  like  to  rest  ?" 

**  It  is,  Deerslaver,"  answered  Judith,  almost  inaudiblv.  "That 
duty  has  just  been  i>erformed.  You  are  right  in  thinking  that 
I  wish  tx)  consult  a  friend  ;  and  that  friend  is  yourself.  Hurry 
Harry  is  alnjut  to  leave  us ;  when  he  is  gone,  and  we  have  got 
a  little  over  the  feelings  of  this  solenm  office,  I  hope  you  will 
give  me  an  hour  alone.     Hetty  and  I  are  at  a  loss  what  to  do." 

"  That's  quite  natural,  coming  as  things  have,  suddenly  and 
fearfully.  But  here's  the  ark,  and  we'll  say  more  of  this  when 
there  is  a  better  opportunity." 


DtlftBLAirXIl. 


CIIAl'TEU  XXIII. 


'■i-ii  rh?(.'rHliiyor  and  hU  friends  in  tlie  ark 
«.  Till-  two  liidinms  in  jMirticnlaf,  (vad  in 
if  iiiit  a  siitfwRsfut  fujjitive,  and  a  few  a<.'n- 
,)  tu  Ii-t  tliem  cci]iipr('lii'ii<l  tlii:  natiiro  of 
iiied  his  "  furlou;;Ii."     l.'Iiitiiriw.-hjHDok 
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btible  that  the  Hurons  would  anticipate  the  failure  of  a  project 
on  which  their  chiefe  had  aj>parontl3'  stjt  their  hearts,  by  having 
recourse  to  violence  previously  to  the  return  of  their  inessonger. 

As  soon  as  the  ark  wjis  properly  secured,  the  difterent  mem- 
bers of  the  party  occupied  th<Mnselves  in  their  several  {peculiar 
manners ;  haste  in  council,  or  in  decision,  no  more  characterizing 
the  proceedings  of  the  border  whiles,  than  it  did  those  of  their 
red  neighbors.  The  women  busied  themselves  in  preparations 
for  the  evening  meal,  sad  and  silent,  but  ever  attentive  to  the 
first  wants  of  nature. 

Hurry  set  about  repjuring  his  moccasins,  by  the  light  of  a 
blazinor  knot;  Chingachgook  seated  hims<»lf  in  gloomy  thought; 
while  Deerslayer  jiroceeded,  in  a  maimer  equally  free  from  aiFeo- 
tation  and  concern,  to  examine  "  Killdeer,*'  the  rifle  of  Uutter, 
that  has  l)een  al really  mentioned,  and  which  sul)s.^«|Ut*ntly 
lK»came  so  cel<»brated  in  the  hands  of  the  individual  who  was 
now  making  a  survey  r>f  its  merits.  11ie  piece  was  a  little  longc^r 
than  usual,  anil  had  evid^.-ntlv  been  turned  out  from  the  work- 
shop  of  some  maniifactun*r  of  a  superior  order.  It  had  a  few 
silver  ornaments ;  thoui^h,  on  the  whole,  it  would  have  b^*en 
deem<»d  a  plain  i)iece  by  most  frontier  men ;  its  great  merit  con- 
sisting in  the  accuracy  of  its  bore,  the  perfection  of  the  details 
and  the  excellf*nco  of  the  metal.  Again  and  again  did  the  hun- 
U^v  apply  the  breech  to  his  shoulder,  and  glance  his  oye  along 
the  sights,  and  as  often  did  he  j»ois«  his  body,  and  raise  the 
weapon  slowly,  jis  if  alx)ut  to  catch  an  aim  at  a  de<T,  in  order  to 
try  the  w<Mght^and  to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  quick  and  accurate 
firinif.  All  this  was  done  by  the  aid  of  Hurry's  torch,  simj)ly, 
but  with  an  earni'stness  and  al»straction  that  would  have  been 
fixmd  t4-)uching  by  any  sjK'Ctator  who  happtiued  to  know  the 
real  situation  of  the  man. 

**  Tis  a  glorious  we'jM^n,  Ilurry  I"  Deerslayer  at  length  ox- 
claimed,  "  and  it  may  be  thought  a  pity  that  it  has  fall«m  into 
the  hands  of  women.  The  hunters  have  told  me  of  its  expFites, 
and  by  all  I  have  heard,  I  should  set  it  down  as  sartain  death 
in  exper'«'nc«'d  hands.     Hearken  to  the  tick  of  this  lock — a  wolf- 
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trip  lin.'t\'i  a  livi'iiir  >^|>riii|r:  [>aii  .inj  cuck  speak  together,  lik« 
tHi>  -iiririti^'  tti;i-(ir-  uiuli-riitkiiig  a  [laxim  in  meetin'.  I  navel 
ilnl  <•■■■  >..  ini.-  .1  1b,i-.>.  Hurrv,  lluifa  sartain."' 

■■  Ay--.  I  >M '('..111  ii-«J  In  fjivir  ilw  I'k-oi;  a  cliameter,  though 
Ik'  iki-ii'i  [I»'  mi^iii  to  r>;irtii'iiliirizi'  the  ra'al  tiatiir'  uf  aiivsortof  - 
firi'-;iiiii-.  ill  [pr;iino',"  n-Iiiriii-il March,  [lapsing  tht-  dew's  thongs 
lliri.iiL'li  liji-  m.j.va-iii  *ith  tlie  coohiess  of  a  cobbli'r.  •■  He  was 
iirj  Tii^irk^rn.iii.  tli:(l  H.;  mast  all  allow ;  but  ho  liad  his  good 
]<'iiiN  a.- u>'ll  ii>  Ills  ba<l  •fiun'.  I  have  hiiil  ho|x-s  that  Judith 
ini-lil  ...iwiil  lliL-  uW-  of  giving  Killdwr  tome." 

■■ni-n's  IK  I  savin;!  what  viiung  women  may  do.  that's  a 
truth,  lliiiry  :  .■in.l  I  -ii|ii«wi'  you're  as  likely  to  own  the  riHe  as 
iiii.ith.r.  Siill.  wlirii  tUiii;pi  are  so  vt-rv  near  |>erfL>ttion,  it"8  a 
|.i.j-not..,r.a.hi....tiMy.- 

■■  What  <|.>  yi-u   iiL-aii  l.y  that  i     Would  not  that  piece  look 

■'  A*  f..T  |.-ks  1  say  iioIhiiifT.  Yi.u  are  both  good-lookin}r, 
aii.l  iiiiu'ht  luak.-  uhai  is  I'all.'.l  a  !^»>.I-lo<.kiii^'  I'ou]  Je.  But  lira 
rni.|.-ii.(    i-    :,.   t..  .-..iiaua.      Mur..  d-Tt  would  fall  in  one  dav. 
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L'lkcn  80  much  by  surprise,  as  to  betray  more  emotion  than  it 
was  usual  for  him  to  manifest  on  ordinary  occasions.  "  Such  a 
gift  would  be  fit  for  a  ra'al  king  to  make  ;  yes,  and  for  a  ra'al 
king  to  receive." 

**  1  never  was  more  in  earnest  in  my  life,  Deerslayer,  and  I  am 
as  much  in  earnest  in  the  wish  as  in  the  gift." 

**  Well,  gal,  well ;  we'll  find  time  to  talk  of  this  ag'in.  You 
mustn't  be  down-hearted,  Ilurr)',  for  Judith  U  a  sprightly  young 
woman,  and  she  has  a  (|uick  reason ;  she  knows  that  the  credit 
of  her  father's  rifle  is  safer  in  my  hands  than  it  can  possibly 
be  in  your'n  ;  and,  therefore,  you  mustn't  be  down-h<»arted.  In 
other  matters,  more  to  your  h king,  too,  you'll  find  she'll  give  you 
the  prefenMico." 

Hurry  growled  out  his  dissatisfaction  ;  but  he  was  too  intent 
on  quitting  the  lake,  and  in  making  his  preparations,  to  waste 
his  bn?atli  on  a  subject  of  this  nature.  Shortly  after,  the  sup- 
per was  ready  ;  it  was  eaten  in  silence,  as  is  so  much  the  habit 
of  those  who  consider  the  table  as  merely  a  place  of  animal 
refreshment  On  this  occasion,  however,  sadness  and  thought 
contributed  thfir  share  to  the  general  desire  not  to  converse ; 
for  Deerslayer  was  so  far  an  exce])tion  to  the  usages  of  men  of 
his  cast,  as  not  only  to  wish  to  hold  discourse  on  such  occasions, 
but  as  often  to  create  a  similar  desire  in  his  coni]ianions. 

Tlie  meal  ended,  and  the  humblo  ])n']iarations  remov(»d,  the 
whole  party  assembled  on  the  platform  to  Ijear  the  expected 
intelligence  from  Deerslayer  on  the  subject  of  his  visit  It  had 
been  evident  he  was  in  no  haste  to  make  his  communications ; 
but  the  feelings  of  Judith  would  no  longer  admit  of  delay. 
St(H)ls  were  brought  from  the  ark  and  the  hut,  and  the  whole 
six  j>laccd  themselves  in  a  circle,  near  the  door,  watching  each 
other's  countenances,  as  l)est  they  couM,  by  the  scanty  means 
that  were  furnished  by  a  lovely  starlight  night  Along  the 
shore,  Ix-neath  the  mountains,  lay  the  usual  Kxly  of  gloom  ;  but 
in  the  broad  lake  no  shadow  wa«*  cast,  and  a  thousand  mimic 
stars  were  dancing  in  the  limpid  element,  that  was  just  stirred 
enough  by  the  evening  air  to  set  them  all  in  motion. 


IT,"  L-ommi'iicod  Judith,  wbooe  impatience 
:itriuril ;  "  now,  Det-rsliiycr,  t«ll  us  nil  the 
-,  uiiii  thu  rL-ii«iii  why  tbey  h;)ve  scut  rou 


'-  I'lirloii^rli,  .lii.liih;  fiirluii<rh  '»  the  word  ;  hdJ  it  carries  lli>^ 

f:i m^'Miiiii^'  "illi  ;i  (.■ajilyvo  at  lai^o  as  it  does  with  a  soldier 

mIio  Ii;i*  l^'iiii'  Til  ijitil  liiA  colon*.  In  both  cases  tlie  word  is 
j.;i<sol  i.Mniii.  l.:iik:  mid  now  I  remember  to  hnve  heard  that's 
llii:  r.i'.il  -.irriiitii-iiiiiii.  '  fiirluii;.'h '  in -anil  ig  a  'word'  pA'sod  for 
till'  iIoiiil:  111'  :iiiylliiiiir,  or  tin;  liki'.  I'nrolo,  I  rather  think,  is 
I  lull')!,  .'iiiil  iin-  ~uiiLi'tliinir  to  do  with  tlie  Littixyi  of  lh.>  g:irri- 
R.jii^,  lint  iliis  [iiaki's  w  uri'iit  diffi^rfiii.-e,  since  tlie  vartiu'of  a 
]il...l^'i.  lii-  ill  til,,  id,^-.  mid  not  in  ilic  word.  Well,  then,  if  the 
iii>'>-iiiL'i-  mii-l  111'  ;tiv.'ii,  it  must ;  :iiid  ]i«rUa]>s  thore  is  no  use 
ill  ]iiitli]i'.^'  it  •ill'.  Iliirry  will  soon  in'  nimtiiig  to  set  out  on  hb 
joiiriii'i  In  till'  riviT.  mid  the  ^urs  rise  nnd  set,  just  as  if  they 
cni'i'.l  lijr  ii.iili.-r  hijin  nor  im-ssigi-.  Ali'a  nic !  'tisa't  a 
]ili-;i-:iiit.  ;iiii|  I  kimw  it's  a  usi-lew  nrVd  ;   but  it  must  be  told." 

•■  H:irki'.'.   1  i.iiv|;iy.'r,"  |iut  in  Iliirrv,  a  little  autlioritatively ; 
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eldors  Hmong  'em  consuited  I  was  a  man  to  be  trusted  on  a 
furlough.  They're  wonderful  obsarvant,  them  Mingos ;  that 
their  worst  iniinies  must  allow  ;  but  they  consaitcd  I  was  such 
a  man ;  and  it  isn't  often — "  added  the  hunter,  with  a  pleasing 
consciousness  that  his  j^revious  life  justitied  this  implicit  rehance 
on  his  good  faith — "  it  isn't  often  they  consait  anything  so  good 
of  a  j)ale-face ;  but  so  they  did  witli  uk*,  and  therefore  they 
didn't  hesitate  to  speak  thrir  minds,  which  is  just  this : — You 
see  the  sUite  of  things.  The  lake  and  all  on  it,  tht^y  fancy,  he 
at  their  marcy.  Thomas  Ilutt«T  is  dec«*jLsed,  and  as  for  Hurry, 
they've  got  the  idee  he  has  Ijeen  near  enough  to  death  to-<lay 
not  to  wish  to  take  another  Kx^k  at  him  this  summer.  There- 
fore, they  account  all  your  forces  as  reduced  to  Chingachgook 
and  the  two  young  womon,  and,  while  th(jy  know  tlie  Delaware 
to  be  of  a  high  race,  and  a  born  warrior,  they  know  he's  now 
on  his  first  war-jiath.  As  for  the  gals,  of  course  tliey  set  tliem 
down  umch  as  they  do  women  in  gin'nd." 

"You  mean  that  they  despise  us!"  interru))ted  Judith,  with 
eyes  that  fljushcd  so  brightly  as  to  be  obs<?rved  by  all  prt»sent. 

"  That  will  be  seen  in  the  ind.  They  hold  tliat  all  on  the 
lake  lies  at  their  marcy,  and,  then»fon»,  thry  send  by  me  this 
belt  of  wampum,"  showing  the  article  in  q\u*stion  to  the  Dela- 
ware, as  he  spoke,  **  with  these  words : — Tell  the  Sarpcnt,  they 
say,  that  he  has  done  well  for  a  bcginiuT ;  he  may  ntiw  strike 
across  the  mountains,  for  his  own  villagtn^,  and  no  one  shall  look 
for  his  trail.  If  he  has  found  a  scalp,  K't  him  take  it  with  him ; 
the  Huron  braves  have  hearts,  and  can  f<?el  for  a  young  warrior 
who  d(x»sn't  wish  to  go  home  empty-handed.  If  he  is  nimble, 
he  is  welcome  to  lead  out  a  party  in  pursuit.  IIist^,  howsever, 
must  go  back  to  the  Ilurons ;  when  she  left  them  in  the  night, 
she  cjirried  away,  by  mistake,  that  which  (hn'sn't  In^ionix  to  h»*r." 

"That  can't  be  true '."said  Hetty,  canu^tlv.  "  IIij?t  h  no 
such  girl — but  one  that  irives  everylxMly  his  th\o — ■* 

How  much  more  she  w<.)uld  have  said,  in  remonstrance,  can- 
not hq  known,  inasmuch  as  Hist,  ])artly  laughing,  and  ))artly 


iiilin^  li.-r  i 
iiuiitii.  itj  u 
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Iiaiiie,  put  hiTonn  hand  ncruss  thi;  !i|i)>;il:i-r*? 

L-liifk  till'  n-orjs. 

i-rslitml  Mingo  imtwages,  poor  Hottv,"  iv- 
■  "liii-li  si'liloni  nn-'Wi  what  lies  exactly  ujiji-r- 
'i>Ui;lit  fiwnv  witli   her  the  inclinaliuiin  of  a 

tlicy  ivaiit  li.T  back  agaia  that  tli<^  fun* 
.1  th'oiii  wli.-fL-  W-  hvst  saw  tl.eiii !     Tli.-  Sai^ 


"  you 


r  not  to  find  a: 


vitriU,  but  this  otu^  he  iviiiiiut  have.  That's 
iiiiihitig  els>-.  :i3  I  miderftiitid  it." 

ulili^n^  and  thuiighlfiil,  in  sujipo^ng  m 
iirjl  iiU  her  own  incliimtiuns  in  order  to  let 
I  riixl  lii:>r  said  Judith  ironically;  (hougb 

rtmri.'  bitter  as  she  [iroceedeiL  '*  I  suppose 
II,  l.t  Ikt  color  be  white  or  n-d;  and  your 

a  woniiiii's  hi'art,  Doeislnyer,  if  they  tliink 
when  wronged,  or  ever  forget  wheu  it  fairly 
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"  And  do  you  bring  such  a  message  to  me  P  exclaimed 
Judith,  though  the  tone  in  which  the  words  were  uttered,  had 
more  in  it  of  sorrow  than  of  anger.  "  Am  I  a  girl  to  be  an  In- 
dian's slave  ?" 

"  If  you  wish  my  honest  thoughts  on  this  p'int,  Judith,  I 
shall  answer  that  I  don't  think  you'll  willingly  ever  become  any 
man's  slave,  red-skin  or  white.  You're  not  to  think  hard, 
howsever,  of  my  bringing  the  message,  as  near  as  I  could,  in 
the  very  words  in  which  it  was  given  to  me.  Them  was  the 
conditions  on  which  I  got  my  furlough,  and  a  bargain  is  a  bar- 
gain, though  it  is  made  with  a  vagalwnd.  Fve  told  you  what 
they've  said,  but  I've  not  yet  told  you  what  I  think  you  ought, 
one  and  all,  to  answer." 

"  Aye ;  let's  hear  that,  Deerslayer,"  put  in  Ilurry.  **  My 
cur'osity  is  up  on  that  consideration,  and  I  should  like  right  well 
to  hear  your  idees  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  reply.  For  my 
part,  though,  my  own  mind  is  j>retty  much  settled  on  the  p'int 
of  my  own  answer,  which  shall  be  made  known  as  soon  as  ne- 
cessary." 

"  And  so  is  mine,  Hurry,  on  all  the  different  heads,  and  on 
no  one  is  it  more  sartainly  settled  than  on  your'n.  If  I  was 
you,  I  should  say — *  Deerslayer,  tell  them  8cam|)8  they  don't 
know  Ilarry  March  !  He  is  human ;  and  having  a  white  skin 
he  has  also  a  white  natur',  which  natur'  won't  let  him  di^nrt 
females  of  his  own  race  and  gifts,  in  their  greatest  need.  So 
set  me  down  as  one  that  will  refuse  to  come  into  your  treaty, 
though  you  should  smoke  a  hogshead  of  tobacco  over  it." 

March  was  a  little  embarrassed  at  this  rebuke,  which  was 
uttered  with  sufficient  warmth  of  manner,  and  with  a  point  that 
left  no  doubt  of  the  meaning.  Had  Judith  encouraged  him,  he 
would  not  have  hesitat4jd  about  remaining  to  defend  her  and 
her  sister,  but  under  the  cireumstauces,  a  fueling  of  resentment 
rather  urged  him  to  abandon  them.  At  all  event«»,  there  was 
not  a  sufficiency  of  chivalry  in  Hurry  Harry,  to  induce  him  to 
iiazard  the  safety  of  his  own  person,  unless  he  could  see  a  direct 
connexion   l>ftween   the    pnjbable  conse(\uence&  tt\\d  \v\9i  vi^vi 


'mti-rf^lis  It  is  no  vvondiT,  therefore,  that  bis  answer  partook 
is|iiiilh'  <if  Ills  iiii<-iitii)ii,  rind  of  tha  reliance  he  eo  boastii^lj 
liliii.'<-i|  on  lli^  ^'iu':iit[ic  sirvii^tli,  wliich,  if  it  did  not  alnayi 
iiijik.:  Iiiiij  ciJiir.iii.v.ius.  usually  made  liiin  impudent  its  respedB 
(.li.,w.-  ivilh  «li.)iii  Ji,-  viinversc'd. 

'■l-'iiir  Munls  mnki-  lon^  friendships,  Master  I>eerslajer,'' he 
said,  11  lillk^  im-nuiin^'lv.  "  Yon"ru  bnt  a  stripliny;,  and  you 
kn.HV,  by  .-xiB-r'.-nc-,  what  you  arc  in  tbc  hands  of  a  man.  As 
yon'ri-  Mill  nil-,  Imt  i>n\y  a  go-between,  sent  by  the  »av:iges  to  us 
('!iri-^li:in<.  ym  may  tell  your  empryem  that  they  do  know 
li^iriy  M:<r..'li,  «lii<'li  is  a  proof  of  their  sense  as  well  as  his. 
IL-V  hiiiiiaii  <'U<ji.ii;li  to  follow  buinuu  natur',  and  that  tells  him 
tu  >(■■■  tlir  fi'llv  of  t.iir>  mans  lii^liling  a  whole  tribe.  If  females 
<l>'~!>i'l  liiiii.  llii'V  tniK  oxiiect  to  be  Ui'sartud  by  him,  whc-tlier 
III.  y'r.'  -(  lii-^  .i«n  u-itls  or  another  nMn's  {,nftB.  Should  JuJith 
si'i>  lit  Id  <'h;iii^''-  li''r  mind,  she's  welcome  to  mycompimy  to  the 
rivc'V,  and  IL'tly  ivith  Iter;  but  shouldn't  she  come  to  tliis  eon- 
iioTi  as  I  think  the  enemy's  scouU  are  begin- 
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it  is  necessary  that  you  should  send  it     A  taithfui  messenger 
gives  his  ar'n'd,  word  for  word." 

JTiiit  no  longer  hesitated  to  speak  her  mind  fully.  In  the 
excitement  she  rose  from  her  bench,  and  naturally  recurring  to 
that  language  in  which  she  expressed  herself  the  most  readily, 
she  delivered  her  thoughts  and  intentions,  beautifully  and  with 
dignity,  in  the  tongue  of  her  own  j>eople. 

**  Tell  the  Ilurons,  Deerslayer,"  she  said,  "  tliat  they  are  as 
ignorant  as  moles;  they  don't  know  the  wolf  from  Uie  dog. 
Among  my  people,  the  rose  dies  on  the  stem  where  it  budded  ; 
the  tears  of  the  child  fall  on  the  graves  of  its  parents  ;  the  com, 
grows  where  the  seed  has  been  [)lanted.  The  Delaware  girls 
are  not  messengers,  to  be  sent,  like  belts  of  wampum,  from  tribe 
to  tiibe.  They  are  honeysuckles,  thatare  sweetest  in  their  own 
w«x)ds ;  tlu'ir  own  young  men  carry  them  away  in  their  l)osoms, 
Ix'cause  they  are  fragrant ;  they  are  sweetest  when  plucked  from 
their  native  stems.  Even  the  robin  and  the  marten  come  back, 
year  after  year,  to  their  old  nests ;  shall  a  woman  be  less  true- 
hearted  than  a  bird  ?  Set  the  pine  in  the  clay,  and  it  will  turn 
yellow  ;  the  willow  will  not  flourish  on  the  hill ;  the  Uiinarack 
is  healthiest  in  the  swamp ;  the  trilxjs  of  the  sea  love  best  to 
hear  the  winds  that  blow  over  the  salt  water.  As  for  a  Huron 
youth,  what  is  he  to  a  maiden  of  the  Li*nni  LenajK^  ?  lie  may 
be  fleet,  but  her  eyes  do  not  follow  him  in  the  race ;  they  look 
back  towards  the  lodges  of  the  Delawares.  He  may  sing  a 
sweet  song  for  the  girls  of  Canada,  but  there  is  no  music  for 
Wall,  but  in  the  tongue  sht  has  listened  to  from  childhood. 
Werc!  the  Huron  born  of  the  fKiople  that  once  roamed  the 
shores  of  the  salt  lake,  it  would  be  in  vain,  unless  he  were  of  tlio 
family  of  Uncas.  The  young  pine  will  rise  to  be  as  high  as  any 
of  its  fathers.  Wah-ta!-Wah  h;is  but  one  hearty  and  it  can  love 
but  one  husband." 

Deerslayer  listened  to  this  characteristic  nu:^sage,  which  was 
given  with  an  rarn<»stness  suited  to  the  fi'elings  from  which  it 
sprang,  with  undisguised  delight ;  meeting  the  ardent  eloquence 
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of  til-  ;riil.  as  ;.1»-  foiifluded,  with  ( 
til.'Ul.  ;n.d  |Hx-iilii.r  lils  uf  kii^'hter. 

•■Tliut'-  uurdi  :ill  llif  w!im[ium  in  the  woods!"  he  exclaintod. 
"  Yi.ii  iI..m'i  mi,|.T^i:ituI  ii.  I  supj>o«-,  Jiiditli ;  but  if  you'll  look 
intii  your  f<'<'liiiV.  niiil  f;UK-y  lli:it  Hii  itiimy  liiid  ixriit  Ui  tvU  you 
to  yii\'-  iiji  ill-'  iiiiiii  iif  your  cli*ico,  aud  to  tnU'  tip  with  aiiiitlii.'r 
tli;it  »:i'ii't  tin-  itiaii  uf  your  ch'ict;,  you'll  ^-t  tlie  Hub«tanM  of 
it.  I'll  nari:iiii '.  ('tW<i  iiii-  u  noniiin  for  ni'al  (.'loi)ueiiiv,  if  tlii'y'lj 
oiilv  iii:ik.'  ii|^  tlii'ir  luiiid^  to  ^peuk  what  thi'v  ferl.  Ity  speak' 
ill'.  I  ilou't  iii.'aii  rhacti-riii'.  huw^vor ;  for  inusl  of  them  will  do 
t/iiif  l.y  till'  hiiiir:  but  oomiii'  out  with  their  liouest,  deeii««t 
f.'.-1iii's.  ill  |>r..|>.'r  nord".  And  uow.  Judith,  liuvinrr  got  the 
uiisw.-r  of  a  rvd-^kiii  <.'irl,  it  is  tit  I  should  ir^t  that  of  n  p^e-tiiec, 

any  «i>..-  «,  U-  larirn-.l.     You  are  well  nam.5  th«  Wild  Ilose, 
ami  »o  far  as  i-olor  goi'S,  Hetty  ou<i;ht  ti>  be  called  the  Ilouey- 


of  the  garrison  galliiut^  I 
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spoken  with  her  hands  crossed  upon  her  bosom,  as  if  to  suppress 
the  emotions  within ;  but  the  warrior  stretched  an  arm  before 
him,  with  a  calm  energy  that  aided  in  giving  emphasis  to  his 
expressions. 

**  Wampum  should  bo  sent  for  wampum,"  he  said  ;  "  a  mes- 
sage must  be  answered  by  a  message.  Hear  what  the  Great 
Serpent  of  the  Delaware^  has  to  say  to  the  pretended  wolves 
from  the  great  lakes,  that  are  howling  through  our  woods. 
They  are  no  wolves ;  they  are  dogs  that  have  come  to  get  their 
tails  and  ears  cropped  by  the  hands  of  the  Delawares.  They 
are  good  at  steahng  young  women  :  bad  at  keeping  them. 
Chingachgook  takes  his  own  where  he  finds  it ;  he  asks  leave 
of  no  cur  from  the  Canadius.  If  he  has  a  tender  feeling  in  his 
heart,  it  is  no  business  of  the  Uurons.  lie  U'lls  it  to  her  who 
most  likes  to  know  it ;  he  will  not  bellow  it  in  the  forest  for  the 
ears  of  those  that  only  understand  yells  of  terror.  What  passes 
in  his  lodge  is  not  for  the  chiefs  of  his  own  people  to  know  ; 
still  less  for  Mingo  rogues — " 

"  Call  Vm  vagabonds,  Sarpent,"  interrupted  Deerslayer,  una- 
ble to  restrain  his  delight — "yes,  just  call  'em  upand-down 
vagabonds,  which  is  a  word  easily  intarpreted,  and  the  most 
hateful  to  all  their  ears,  it's  so  true.  Never  fear  me ;  FU  give 
'em  your  message,  syllable  for  syllable,  sneer  for  sneer,  idee  for 
idee,  scorn  for  scorn — and  they  desarve  no  better  at  your  hands. 
Only  call  'em  vagabonds,  once  or  twice,  and  that  will  set  the 
sap  mounting  in  'em,  from  their  lowest  roots  to  the  uppermost 
branches." 

"  Still   loss  for  Mingo  vagabonds !"  resumed  Chingachgook, 

quite  willingly  complying  with  his  friend's  request     "  Tell  the 

Huron  dojrs  U)  howl  louder,  if  they  wish  a  Delaware  to  find 

them  in  the  w(x>ds,  wh<*re  they  burrow  like  foxes,  instead  of 

hunting  like  warriors.     When  they  had   a  Delaware  maiden 

in  their  camp,  there  was  a  re;u4on  fur  hunting  them  up ;  now 

they  will  Ije  forgotten,  unless  they  make  a  noise.     Chingachgook 

don't  like  the  trouble  of  iio\\\<i  to  his  villajjes  for  more  warriors ; 

he  can  strike  their  run-away  trail;  unless  they  hide  it  under 
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,  )io  »ill  toll.>«'ittoCuD:>da,aUe.  Ik  will  keep  Wdi- 
li  Willi  liiiii  iiicouk  his  gnmt;  tli<:y  two  will  be  IX-b- 
11..U-I1  111  «7iri;  :i11  tlii;  lluroiis  back  to  their  uwiKMUiiiry." 
:il'>  :i  ^'r;iinl  J^jiuti-h,  as  tbe  oIliciTs  call  them  tliiiijpr 
iviT-l.iv.r;  "'twill  wt  nil  the  Huron  blood  iu  motii«; 
i.-irliiiilarlj-   ihiit  jiart   where   lie  Iclls  'clii  Hist,  too,  will 

I  ih.'ir  ii,-.'l<,  till  they're  fiiirly  driven  out  of  the  couotry. 
ii'l  l.ii.'  wiinls  ar'n't  always  big  deeds,  notwithstinding. 
rJ  '^'tiil  ili.'it  H'e  \k  able  to  be  ouly  one  half  as  good  as 
iii~i>  til  Ih'.     And  now,  Judith,  it's  your  turu  to  speak, 

II  iiiiMTi-iitits  will  e\[>ect  an  answer  from  each  peraoo, 
>(ly.  [ii'rhaiis,  exii'ptod.'' 

d  why  iJut  Ilotty,  Deerslayer?  She  oft<;n  speaks  to  the 
■;  thi'  Indians   may  resjioet   her  words,  for   they  fi,t'l  for 

;il  is  till.-.  .lii<lilh,:iiid>|iii(.'k-tli<>iight(Hl  in  you.  llicred- 
>  r<'^ji<.'('t  ini>r>ii'liMk.s  of  all  kinds,  and  H<.-lty's  in  jKirlicu- 
1.  ILiiy.  i1'v"ii  have  imyihiiiij  t-i  nay,  Pll  carry  it  to  the 
a-^  falthl'nlly  as  if  it  was  »j}okoii  by  a  schoolmaster  or  ■ 
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sent  them  a  message  twice  as  long,^  interrupted  the  hunter. 
"Til  tell  'em  all  you've  said,  and  all  you  mean,  and  I'll  answer 
for  it,  that  they'll  be  easily  satisfied.  Now,  Judith,  your  turn 
comes  next,  and  then  this  part  of  my  ar'n'd  will  be  tarminated 
for  the  night" 

Judith  manifested  a  reluctance  to  give  her  reply,  that  had 
awakened  a  little  curiosity  in  the  messenger.  Judging  from  her 
known  spirit,  he  had  never  supposed  the  girl  would  be  less  true 
to  her  feelings  and  principles  than  Hist  or  Uetty ;  and  yet 
there  was  a  visible  wavering  of  purpose  that  rendered  him 
slightly  uneasy.  Even  now,  when  directly  required  to  speak, 
she  seemed  to  hesitate ;  nor  did  she  open  her  lips  until  the 
profound  silence  told  her  how  anxiously  her  words  were 
expected.  Then,  indeed,  she  spoke,  but  it  was  doubtingly  and 
with  reluctance. 

"  Tell  me,  first — ^tell  us,  first,  Deerslayer,"  she  commenced, 
repeating  the  words  merely  to  change  the  emphasis — **  what 
effect  will  our  answers  have  on  your  fate  ?  If  you  are  to  bo 
the  sacrifice  of  our  spirit,  it  would  have  been  better  had  we  all 
been  more  wary  as  to  the  language  we  use.  What,  then,  arc 
likely  to  be  the  consequences  to  yourself  ?" 

"  Lord,  Judith,  you  might  as  well  ask  me  which  way  the 
wind  will  blow  next  week,  or  what  will  be  the  age  of  the  next 
deer  that  will  be  shot !  I  can  only  say  that  their  faces  look  a 
little  dark  upon  me,  but  it  doesn't  thunder  every  time  a  black 
cloud  rises,  nor  does  every  pufF  of  wind  blow  up  rain.  Tliat's  a 
question,  therefore,  much  more  easily  put  than  answered." 

"  So  is  this  message  of  the  Iroquois  to  me,"  answered  Judith, 
rising,  as  if  she  had  determined  on  her  own  course  for  the 
present,  "  My  answer  shall  be  given,  Deerslayer,  after  you  and 
T  have  talked  together  alone,  when  the  others  have  laid  them- 
selves down  for  the  night." 

There  was  a  decision  in  the  manner  of  the  girl  that  disjHMed 
IX^erslayer  to  comply,  and  this  he  did  the  more  readily  m  the 
delay  could  produce  no  material  const»quences,  one  way  or  the 
oilier.      Tlio   meeting  now  broke  up,  Hurry  announcing  his 


/ 


II  til  l:i\<-  tlK'iii  8]ip>^ily.  l>uriii<r  the  hour  tluit  mm 
to  itit>'vv>.-iji\  ill  unlcr  ttiat  tliu  ilurkncss  iiiigbt  deepen 
II-  t'lMiitiiT-iitaii  hfik  III-''  (K']iiirtuFi.',  the  dil]i.T<.'nt  indi- 
<.K.'i'ii|'i>'U  tlii.'iii-^'lvi-s  ill  tlii-ir  custoiunry  in<xles,  tbe 
in  |Hiiiiciil;ir,  (ii'siii};  most  of  thu  tiitn>  in  niakini; 
tii]iiirii-s   iiitu   ihi-  |>iTfi;etJuii  of  tlie  rifle  nlrcady  lueii- 


iid  tlio: 


:  bad 


lur  iif  niiio  soon  arrived,  hoivevAr 

rniiiiiJ  tbiit  llurry  should  (.•oninienci'  his  jmirni'y. 
iiiukin^  his  ;idietis  frunkly,  mid  in  a  ^'ni'mus  sfiirit, 
hi?  iliniiulit  it  iH-eiTPiirv  to  say  wits  uttt-ri'd  sulli-nly 

ihii'ss.  Ui-st'iittiii-iil  at  wliaC  lie  considert-d  Judith'^ 
u:i<  hh.'iiiU'd  witli  iiiurtilieiitii>n  nt  tiie  career  lie  )i.-id 
ri-iii'liiiii;  tilt' hike ;  .iiiil,  tis  '»  uhuiiI  with  the  vul^i 

itv-iiiiudiil.  Ill-  w;is  more  (U-ijk»('(1  ti  reproneh  iitlu'R 

;iihin-s,  than  to  eensuw  hiiiisi-ir.  Judith  gave  lihn  ber 
it  was  ijuilL-  ns  much  in  (clodtiew  as  with  regret, 

Itto  l>i.'laware»  wi-re  lint  sorry  to  lind  ho  was  leaving 
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nivautages  ;  and  her  moral  communications  with  him  had  never 
l^een  siitficieutly  intimate  to  counteract  an  effect  that  must  have 
hec-n  otherwise  lessened,  even  with  one  whose  mind  was  as 
ohtusc  as  her  own.  Hetty's  instinct  of  right,  if  such  a  term 
c;«n  he  applied  to  one  who  seemed  taught  hy  some  kind 
spirit  how  to  steer  Wr  course  with  unerring  accuracy  between 
g<>o<l  and  evil,  would  have  revt»lted  at  Hurry's  character,  on  a 
tliousand  points,  had  there  been  opportunities  to  enlighten  her ; 
but  while  he  conversed  and  trifled  with  her  sister,  at  a  distance 
from  herself,  his  j)eHlHition  of  form  and  feature  had  been  left  to 
produce  their  influence  on  her  simj)le  imagination  and  naturally 
tender  feelings,  without  sufix*ring  by  the  alloy  of  his  opinions 
and  coarseness.  It  is  true,  she  found  him  rough  and  rude ;  but 
her  father  was  that,  and  m<xst  of  the  other  men  she  had  seen  : 
and  that  which  she  believed  to  belong  to  all  of  the  sex,  struck 
her  less  unfavorably  in  Hurry's  character,  than  it  might  other- 
wise have  done.  Still,  it  was  not  absolutely  love  that  Hetty  felt 
for  Hurry,  nor  do  we  wish  so  to  portray  it,  but  merely  that 
awakening  sensibility  and  admiration,  which,  under  more  j)ro- 
pitious  circumstances,  and  always  supposing  no  untoward  revela- 
tions of  character  on  the  part  of  the  young  man  had  supervened 
to  prevent  it,  might  soon  have  rij)ened  into  that  engrossing 
feeling.  She  felt  for  him  an  incipient  tenderness,  but  sciircely 
any  passion.  Perhaps  the  nearest  aj)proach  to  the  latter  that 
Hetty  had  manifested,  was  to  l)e  seen  in  the  sensitiveness  which 
had  caased  hor  to  detect  March's  j)redilection  for  her  sister ;  for, 
among  Judith's  many  admirei's,  this  was  the  only  instance  in 
which  the  dull  mind  of  the  girl  had  been  quickened  into  an 
observation  of  the  circumstance. 

Hurry  received  so  little  sympathy  at  his  departure,  that  the 
gentle  tones  of  Hetty,  as  she  thus  called  after  him,  sounded 
soothingly.  He  checked  the  canoe,  and  with  one  sweep  of  his 
powerful  arm  brought  it  back  to  the  side  of  the  ark.  This  was 
more  than  Hetty,  whose  courage  had  risen  with  the  departure 
of  her  hero,  exfK?cted,  and  she  now  shrank  timidly  back  at  hif> 
unexpected  return. 
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"  Vuu're  a  good  gxl,  Ilettv,  and  I  can't  quit  yon  witlioat 

sliiikiii^r  iuiiiils,"  siuJ  Mart-h,  kindly.  '•Judith,  a'ter  oU,  isn't 
wurtli  its  iniicli  as  you,  though  she  may  be  a  trifle  better-look- 
in;'.  As  ti)  ivilii,  if  honesty  nnd  Eiir-deuling  with  a  young  nun 
U  ;i  sit,'!!  lit'  sense  in  a  young  woman,  you're  worth  a  doiea 
Judillis ;  riy,  ;iiid  tor  that  nuittcr,  racist  young  women  of  my 


■'  lii.iii  say  niiything  against  Judith,  Harrj,"  returned  Hetty 
[iLiriiii^lv.  "  Fatlier's  gone,  auU  mother's  (^ne,  and  nobody's 
i  liiit  Jiidilli  nud  me,  and  it  isu't  right  for  sisters  to  speuk 
II.  or  to  hi.'iir  evil,  uf  eaeh  other.  Fiithcr's  in  the  lake,  and  so 
niutlier,  iiud  we  sliould  all  fear  God,  for  we  don't  know  when 
■  ni;iy  Ik'  in  tlio  lake,  too." 

"  That  souiid>  ri>a.sonable,  child,  ns  docs  most  you  say.  Well, 
ive  fvt-r  iiiitt  a^iiii,  Hetty,  you'd  find  a  fri'nd  in  mo,  let  your 
ti-r  ill)  uh.'il  >lie  may.  I  was  no  greitt  fr'ind  of  your  mother, 
[  idlon.  tiir  u'e  didn't  thiuk  .ilike  on  ma«t  p'intn ;  but  then 
ur  t;irh<-r.  <  >ld  loui,  and  1,  fitted  each  other  as  remarkfibly  as 
I  any  t-ea.*ohablL'-built  t 
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in  silence.  It  had  been  determined  to  land  Horry  at  the 
precise  jwiut  where  he  is  represented,  in  the  commencement  of 
our  tale,  as  having  embarked ;  not  only  as  a  place  httle  likely 
to  be  watched  by  the  Ilurons,  but  because  he  was  sufficiently 
familiar  with  tlie  signs  of  the  woods,  at  that  spot,  to  thread  his 
way  through  them  in  the  dark.  Thither,  then,  the  light  craft 
proceeded,  bv-ing  urged  as  diligently  and  as  swiftly  as  two 
vigorous  and  skilful  canoe-men  could  force  their  little  vessel 
througli,  or  rather  oyer,  the  water.  Less  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  sufficed  for  the  object ;  and,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  being 
within  the  shadows  of  the  shore,  and  quite  near  the  point  they 
sought,  each  ceased  his  efforts  in  order  to  make  their  partmg 
communications  out  of  ear-shot  of  any  stniggler  who  might 
happen  to  be  in  th(^  neighborhood. 

"  You  will  do  well  to  f>ersuade  the  officers  at  the  garrison  to 
lead  out  a  party  ag'in  these  vagabonds,  as  soon  as  you  get  in. 
Hurry,"  Deerslayer  commenced  ;  *'  and  you'll  do  Ix'tter  if  you 
volunteer  to  guide  it  up  yourself.  You  know  the  paths^  and 
the  shape  of  the  lake,  and  the  natur'  of  the  land,  and  can  do  it 
better  than  a  common,  I'inVnlizinn:  scout.  Strike  at  the  Huron 
camp  first,  and  follow  the  signs  that  will  then  show  themselves. 
A  few  looks  at  the  hut  and  the  ark  will  satisfy  you  as  to  the 
state  of  the  Delaware  and  th(j  women  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  there'll 
be  a  fine  opportunity  to  fall  on  the  Mingo  trail,  and  to  niake  a 
mark  on  the  memories  of  the  blackguards  that  they'll  Ix^  apt  to 
carry  with  'em  a  long  time.  It  won't  Ik'  likely  to  make  nmch 
difference  with  me,  since  that  matter  will  l)e  detarmined  aforo 
to-morrow's  sun  has  set ;  but  it  may  make  a  great  change  in 
Judith  and  Hetty's  ho])es  and  prospects!" 

"And  as  for  yourw'lC  Nathaniel,"  Hurry  inquired  with  more 
interest  than  he  was  accustomed  to  betray  in  the  welfare  of 
others — "  and  as  for  yourself,  what  do  you  think  is  likely  to 
turn  up?" 

"  The  Ix)rd,  in  his  wisdom,  only,  can  tell,  Henry  March  ! 
ITie  clouds  look  black  and  threatening,  and  I  keep  my  mind  in 
a  atate  to  meet  the  worst     Vengeful  feelin's  are  uppermost  in 


Uie  lifiirts  of  tlic  Miiigos,  nnd  any  little  dipapiilntment  about  the 
jikiriilrr,  or  llii*  [irisiUK-Ts,  or  Hist,  may  make  the  torments 
f^irtiiiii.     'i'lii'  ^■'^^A,  in  his  wisdom,  cnn  only  detarmiue  my  &te. 


ihifk  l>nsinoss,  and  ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to,  in 
r  <j(lifr,"  answered  Hurry,  confounding  tlie 
iwi^'H  i'ii;lit  and  wrong,  as  is  usual  with  selfeli  and 
"  I  lii'iirlily  wish  old  ITntter  and  I  had  sraljW 
i[i  tlioir  cnm^i,  the  niglit  wc  first  landed  with  that 
:  Had  y.-U  not  iield  back,  l\-ersl,iyer.  it  might 
f  ;  tlieii  you  wouldn't  have  found  yourself,  at  itie 
ri  the  desjierale  condition  you  menlioti." 
liivo  boeu  better  lad  you  said,  you  wished  you 
iLi|.Hd  ti)  di)  wlial  it  liitle  b<\wme8  any  white  man's 
:ik,- ;  III  wliii'ii  ens,',  not  only  might  we  bave  kept 
ii  liloivs,  but  Thomas  flutter  would  now  have  boen 
L'  Ill-art*  of  the  sav:i{ce9  would  be  less  given  to 
Tlie    death    of   that   young    woman,    too,    was 


THB     DEKKSLAVER.  439 

and  there's  them  that  don't,  Hurry  Harry.  You  may  be  one 
uf  the  first,  but  Pm  one  of  the  hist  No  red-skin  breathing 
shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  that  a  Mingo  minds  his  word 
more  than  a  man  of  white  blood  and  white  gifts,  in  anything 
that  consarns  me.  Fm  out  on  a  furlough,  and  if  I've  strength 
und  reason,  I'll  go  in  on  a  furlough  afoni  noon  to-morrow  I" 

"  What's  an  Injin,  or  a  word  passed,  or  a  furlough  taken 
from  creatur's  like  them,  that  have  neither  souls  nor  names  ?" 

^  If  they've  got  neither  souls  nor  names,  you  and  I  have  lx)th, 
Ilarrv  March,  and  one  is  accountable  for  the  other.  This  fur- 
lough  is  not,  as  you  seem  to  think,  a  matter  altogether  at  ween 
me  and  the  Mingos,  seeing  it  is  a  solemn  bargain  made  atween 
me  and  God.  lie  who  thinks  that  he  can  say  what  he  pleases, 
in  his  distress,  and  that  'twill  all  pass  for  nothing,  because  'tis 
uttered  in  the  forest,  and  into  red  men's  ears,  knows  little  of  his 
situation,  and  hope's,  and  wants.  Tlie  words  are  siiid  to  the 
ears  of  the  Almighty.  The  air  is  his  breath,  and  the  light  of 
the  sun  is  little  more  than  a  glance  of  his  eye.  Farewell, 
Harry ;  we  may  not  meet  ag'in  ;  but  I  would  wish  you  never 
to  treat  a  furlough,  or  any  other  solemn  thing  that  your  Christian 
God  has  been  called  on  to  witness,  as  a  duty  so  light  that  it 
may  l>e  forgotten  according  to  the  wants  of  the  body,  or  even 
according  to  the  cravings  of  the  spirit." 

March  was  now  glad  again  to  escape.  It  was  quite  imj>ossi- 
ble  that  he  could  enter  into  the  sentiments  that  ennobled  his 
companion,  and  he  broko  away  from  both  with  an  impatience 
that  caused  him  secretly  to  curse  the  folly  that  could  induce  a 
man  to  nish,  as  it  were,  on  his  own  destruction.  Deerslayer, 
on  the  contrary,  manifested  no  such  excit(?ment.  Sustained  by 
his  principles,  infloxibU^  in  the  purpose  of  acting  up  to  them, 
and  su|)erior  to  any  unmanly  apprehension,  he  regarded  all 
before  him  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  no  more  thought  of  mak- 
ing any  unworthy  att<*mpt  to  avoid  it,  than  a  Mussulman  thinks 
of  counteracting  the  decrees  of  Providence.  He  stood  calmly 
on  the  shore,  listening  to  the  reckless  tread  with  which  Hurry 

betrayed  his  progress  through  the  bushes,  shook  his  head  in 

19* 


dUsatisfaclioii  al  tlie  want  of  eaiilion,  and  then  ttepped  qiriirtly 
intu  lii.^  ciiiioo.  Befurc  he  i)rop[)ed  Uic  pnddle  ^mn  into  tlia 
water,  Ilio  \oung  man  gazed  about  Lini  at  the  scene  presented  by 
tlie  st:ir-lic  iiighl.  This  was  the  spot  where  he  had  first  laid  his 
t'yt^«  i>n  tlio  bf'aiitiful  sheet  of  water  on  which  he  floated.  If  it 
KM  Llfii  glorluus  is  the  bright  ligiit  of  summer'^^  noon-Ude,  it 
was  now  sm!  and  melancholy  under  the  shadows  of  night.  The 
niountaina  rose  around  it,  like  black  barriers  to  exclude  the  outer 
world  ;  and  the  gleams  of  pate  light  tliat  rested  on  [he  broader 
parts  of  the  basin,  were  no  bad  symbols  of  the  Euntneea 
of  the  liopcs  llial  wero  so  dimly  visible  in  his  own  future. 
Sighing  hpHS'ilv.  he  pushed  the  canoe  from  the  land,  and  took 
his  way  back,  with  steady  diligence,  towards  the  ark  and  the 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

*'  Thy  Kecrot  pleasures  toraed  to  open  thaine ; 
Thy  private  fcnsting  to  a  public  fast ; 
Thy  smoothing  titles  to  a  rt%fsed  name ; 
Thy  Hiigared  tongue  to  bitter  wormwood  taste ; 
Thy  violent  vanities  can  never  last.** 

Rape  of  Lucrbcs. 

Ji'DiTH  was  waiting  tlie  return  of  Oeerelayor,  on  the  platform, 
with  stifled  impatience,  when  the  latter  reached  the  hut.  Hist 
and  Hetty  were  both  in  a  deep  sleep,  on  the  bed  usually  occu- 
j»ied  by  the  two  daughters  of  the  house,  and  the  Delaware  wjis 
Btretched  on  the  floor  of  the  adjoininij  room,  his  rifle  at  his 
Bide,  and  a  blanket  over  him,  already  dreaming  of  the  events  of 
the  last  few  days.  There  was  a  lamp  burning  in  the  ark ;  for 
the  fiimily  wa«*  accustomed  to  indulge  in  this  luxury  on  extraor- 
dinary wciisions,  and  possessed  tlie  means,  the  vessel  being  of  a 
form  and  material  to  rendrr  it  {>robable  it  had  once  been  an 
wcupant  of  the  chest. 

As  soon  as  the  girl  got  a  glimpse  of  the  canoe,  she  ceased 
her  hurried  walk  up  and  down  the  j>latform,  and  stood  ready  to 
rweive  the  vounir  man,  whose  return  she  had  now  been  anx- 
i.»usly  expecting  for  some  time.  iShe  lielped  him  to  fasten  the 
canoe,  and  by  aiding  in  the  other  little  similar  employment'*, 
manifested  her  desire  to  reach  a  moment  of  liberty  as  soon  an 
|^>ssible.  Whrn  this  was  done,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  of  his, 
she  informed  him  of  the  manner  in  which  their  companions  liad 
disjxwed  of  themselves.  He  listened  attentively ;  for  the  manner 
of  the  girl  was  so  earnest  and  impressive  as  to  ajiprise  liim  that 
she  had  something  on  her  mind  of  more  than  common  concern. 

"And  now,  Deerslayer,"  Judith  continued,  **  you  see  I  have 
lighted  tho  lamp,  an<]  put  it  in  the  c^bin  of  the  ark.     That  ia 


ni>v.'r  Ji'Tii>  uiili  iis  mil.'ss  on  gri-at  owasinna,  and  I  consider 
tlii"  iii^lit  .'W  iIk'  m.-<i  iiiiiiurtaiit  uf  my  lifo.  Will  you  folluw 
nil'  iLiiil  'ii'  «li:ii  I  li;i\o  to  show  you — hear  what  I  have  to 

Til-  liiiiiti-r  «:is  :i  liHli:  surjirised ;  but  making  no  olijt-ctioa*, 
li.,ili  «.!■:■  >.;..ii  in  thi!  scow,  and  in  the  room  that  contained  die 
lif,'!il,  ILti-  tivi.  si.ioN  were  [.laced  at  the  side  of  the  cfacst, 
with  [h<'  biii|>  .m  another,  and  a  table  near  by  to  receii^e  tlio 
dlffi'iynt  iii(ii.'K-s  :is  thyy  nii^ht  bo  brought  to  new.  This 
arr;iii;;-iiiiiil  liiid  its  ri^  in  the  feverish  impatience  of  the  girl, 
whieli  ciiiiM  liroiik  no  liclay  that  it  was  in  her  power  to  obvialp. 
Eviii  Jill  III-  I'luilocks  were  removed,  uiid  it  only  remained  Ui 
rais.'  till'  lii-:ny  lid,  mid  to  c!i]iose  the  treasures  of  this  long- 

"  I  si'i.',  in  [lari,  what  all  this  means,"  obsor\ed  Deeislayer, 
"  vf*.  I  M'l-  tliiMii;j:li  it,  in  iiart.  But  why  is  not  Hetty  present '. 
Nciw  Thi.ini;i»  IIuiliT  i*  jjone,  she  is  one  of  the  owners  of  those 
cunwiiits,  and  imi,'ht  lo  see  them  opened  and  handled." 
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even  knows  not  only  what  I  am  about  to  do,  Deei'slayor,  but 
why  I  do  it.  So  Uiko  your  sfat,  raiso  tli«>  lid  of  the  chc»st,  and 
this  time  we  will  go  to  the  l)ottom.  I  shall  be  disapj)ointod  if 
S(jnu'thing  is  not  found  to  tell  us  more  of  the  history  of  Thomas 
1 1  utter  and  my  mother.'' 

"  Why  Thomas  Hutter,  Judith,  and  not  your  father  ?  The 
dead  ought  to  meet  with  as  much  reverence^  as  the  living !" 

**  I  have  long  suspected  that  Thomas  1 1  utter  was  not  my 
father,  though  I  did  think  he  might  have  been  Hetty's ;  but 
now  we  know  he  was  the  father  of  neither.  lie  acknowledijed 
that  much  in  his  dying  moments.  I  am  old  enough  to  remem- 
bt-r  better  things  than  we  have  seen  on  this  lake,  though  they 
are  so  faintly  impressed  on  my  memory,  that  the  earlier  part  of 
my  life  seems  like  a  dream." 

"  Dreams  are  but  miserable  guides  when  one  has  to  dctarmine 
about  realities,  Judith,"  returned  the  other  admonishingly. 
**  Fancy  nothing  a.id  hope  nothing  on  their  account ;  though 
I've  known  chiefs  that  thought  'em  useful." 

"  I  exi)ect  nothing  tor  the  future  from  them,  my  good  friend, 
but  cjinnot  help  rememlx*ring  what  has  b<}en.  This  is  idle, 
however,  when  half  an  hour  of  examination  may  tell  us  all,  or 
oven  more  than  I  want  to  know." 

Deerslayer,  who  comprehended  the  girl's  impatience,  now 
took  his  seat,  and  proceeded  once  more  to  brin<j  to  liirht  the  dif- 
ferent  articles  that  the  chest  contained.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
all  that  had  been  previously  examined,  were  found  wheni  they 
had  been  last  deposited  ;  and  tliey  excited  much  less  interest  or 
comment/ than  when  formerly  exposed  to  view.  Even  Judith 
laid  aside  the  rich  brocade  with  an  air  of  indiftori»nce,  for  she 
had  a  far  higher  aim  before  her  than  the  indulgence  of  vanity, 
and  was  impatient  to  come  at  the  still  hidden,  or  rather  un- 
known, treasures. 

"  All  these  we  have  seen  before,"  she  said,  "and  will  not  stop 
to  open.  The  bundle  under  your  hand,  IVerslayer,  is  a  fresh 
one ;  that  we  will  look  into,  (rod  send  it  mav  cont'iin  some- 
thing  to  tell  iHX)r  Iletty  and  myself  wlio  we  really  are." 


"  A_v,  if  wmie  bundles  could  speak,  they  might  tell  wonderM 
secri.-iii,"  r.'tiini.-d  tlin  vuiiiig  man,  Jelibenitely  undoing  the 
folds  iif  :iiiulh<-r  ]ii(v(!  uf  coarse  ainva.4,  in  order  to  come  at  the 
coriti'iiH  of  tiie  rt.il  iluit  lay  on  his  kueea  ;  "  tUougli  this  doesn't 
scfiii  lo  \«-  OIL"  of  tliat  family,  seeing  'tis  neither  more  nor  less 
tliiiii  a  si.irt  of  flag ;  though  of  nhat  nation,  it  pa-sscx  my  I'arnin* 


"  That  llu;r  must  have  some  meaning  to  it,"  Judith  hurriedly 
intcriMwed.     "  Oi>fii  it  wider,  Deerahiyer,  that  wc  may  see  the 

"  Wl'U.  I  I'ity  the  ensign  that  ha.'>  to  shoulder  this  cloth,  and 

to  [iiiradi.-  it  akiut  in  the  field.     Why  'tis  large  enough,  Judith, 

tu  make  a  iluu'ii  of  them  colors  tlic  King's  officers  set  mi  much 

sliiri-  hv.     Tlii^ii'  call  bo  uo  ensign's  colors,  but  a  gin'ral's !" 

"  A  sliiji  riii:,'ht  carry  it,  beerslayer;  and  ships  1  know  do 

■  heard  any  fearful  stories 

i  been  concerned  with  the 
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"  That  was  not  it,  Deerslayer ;  that  was  not  it.  Oh !  if  it 
lihould  prove  that — no  ;  I  cannot  wish  she  sliould  not  have  been 
his  wife  at  all.  That  no  daughter  can  wish  for  her  own  mother ! 
Go  on,  now,  and  let  us  see  what  the  square-looking  bundle 
holds." 

Deerslayer  complied,  and  he  found  that  it  contained  a  small 
trunk  of  pretty  workmanship,  but  fastened.  The  next  point 
was  to  find  a  key  ;  but  search  proving  ineffectual,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  force  the  lock.  This  Deerslayer  soon  effected  by  the 
aid  of  an  iron  instrument,  and  it  was  found  t^iat  the  interior 
was  nearly  filled  with  papers.  Many  were  letters ;  some  frag- 
ments of  manuscripts,  memorandums,  accounts,  and  other  simi- 
lar documents.  The  hawk  does  not  pounce  upon  the  chicken 
with  a  more  sudden  swoop,  than  Judith  sprang  forward  to  seize 
this  mine  of  hitherto  concealed  knowledge.  Iler  education,  as 
the  reader  will  have  perceived,  was  far  superior  to  her  situation 
in  life,  and  her  eye  glanced  over  page  after  page  of  the  letters, 
with  a  readiness  that  her  schooling  supplied,  and  with  an 
avidity  that  found  its  origin  in  her  feelings.  At  first,  it  was 
evident  that  Uie  girl  was  gratified,  and,  we  may  add,  with  rea- 
son ;  for  the  letters,  written  by  females,  in  innocence  and  afiec- 
tion,  were  of  a  character  to  cause  her  to  feel  proud  of  those  with 
whom  she  had  every  reason  to  think  she  was  closely  connected 
by  the  ties  of  blood.  It  does  not  come  within  the  scoj^e  of  our 
plan  to  give  more  of  these  epistles,  however,  than  a  general 
idea  of  their  contents,  and  this  will  best  l)e  done  by  describing 
the  effect  they  produced  on  the  manner,  appearance,  and  feeling 
of  her  who  was  so  eagerly  perusing  them. 

It  h&s  been  said,  already,  that  Judith  was  much  gratified  with 
the  letU?rs  that  first  met  her  eye.  They  contained  the  corre- 
spondence of  an  afiectionate  and  intelligent  mother  to  an  absent 
djiughter,  with  such  allusions  to  the  answers  as  served,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  fill  \x\)  the  vacuum  lefl  by  the  replies.  They 
were  not  without  admonitions  and  warnings,  however,  and 
Judith  felt  the  blood  mounting  to  her  temples,  and  a  cold  shud- 
der succeeding,  as  she  read  one  in  which  the  propriety  of  the 
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duu!j:liti-r's  iiidiilpng  in  ns  mucl)  intimnry,  aa  bad  evidentlr 
1m-.  II  cli-^ciili.-.l  in  Due  of  thu  (Uughti'r's  own  letters,  with  &n 
"ftic.T  •■  nlic.  oiinii-  tKini  Euroiic,  and  wbo  c-ould  Lnrdly  be  sup- 
yr~'\[  to  «i-li  to  I'oriii  sn  boiKimbb  connexion  in  ATnoricii," 
viii-  r^iili'T  diliily  coniincnteil  on  by  tbe  mother.  What  ren- 
•  l\,-A  it  siiiL'iilar,  u;t'i  tlic  £ict  that  the  signatures  bad  Ui-ii 
i-:ii>'t"iilly  ml  t'r,.m  I'vi-ry  one  of  thL-se  letters,  and  wlierevcr  M 
ti.iiiif  niiiiTiil  in  tlio  bi>dy  of  tlie  epistles,  it  bad  been  erased 
uiili  sn  niiU'h  i1i1i:!t-nee  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  read  it. 
Tlii'V  li.i'l  :ill  l<ei'[i  inclosed  in  enveloiHW,  aecordinit  to  the  fosliion 
of  ihe  n<_'i-.  and  not  an  address  either  was  to  be  found.  Slill, 
th.'  Ii-t1<-rs  thi'nis(rlv<«  had  been  religiously  prcseri'ed,  and 
-ludith  ilioujtJit  she  could  discover  traces  of  tears  lein^uing  on 
■■•wrA.  Shi'  udw  reinemliered  to  have  seen  the  little  trunk  in 
h'.T  ninllii'r's  kei'ping.  previously  to  lier  death,  and  she  supposed 
it  had  tirst  lii'i-n  (le)iosi(ed  in  tbe  chest,  along  with  tbe  other 
ti.i:.'iiii.'ii,  iT  fjriec'iiled  objects,  when  tbe  letters  could  no  longer 
t'iiiiti'il)Uti;  to  thill  |>iir.'nt's  grief  or  ba|>pincss. 

N'l'XL  I'ai iiintln'r  bundle,  and  these  were  filled  with  the 
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divinations  or  conjectures,  than  the  girl  would  have  been  pleased 
at  discovering. 

Judith  had  commenced  with  the  earliest  letters,  luckily  for  a 
ready  comprehension  of  the  tale  they  told  ;  for  they  were  care- 
fully arranged  in  chronological  order,  and,  to  any  one  who  would 
take  the  trouble  to  peruse  them,  would  have  revealed  a  sad  his- 
tory of  gratified  passion,  coldness,  and,  finally,  of  aversion.  As 
she  obtained  the  clue  to  their  import,  her  impatience  could  not 
admit  of  delay,  and  she  soon  got  to  glancing  her  eyes  over  a 
pag<»,  by  way  of  coming  at  the  truth  in  the  briefest  manner 
possible.  By  adopting  this  expedient,  one  to  which  all  who  are 
eager  to  arrive  at  results,  without  encumbering  themselves  with 
dctiiils,  are  so  aj)t  to  resort^  Judith  made  a  rapid  progress  in  this 
melancholy  revelation  of  her  mother's  failings  and  punishment. 
She  saw  that  the  peri<Ki  of  her  own  birth  wjis  distinctly  referred 
to,  and  even  learned  that  the  homely  name  she  bore  was  given 
her  by  the  father  of  whose  pc^rson  she  retained  so  faint  an  im- 
pression as  to  resemble  a  dream.  This  name  was  not  obliterated 
from  the  text  of  the  lett(»rs,  but  stood  as  if  nothing  was  to  be 
gained  by  erasing  it.  Hetty's  birth  was  mentioned  once,  and 
in  that  instance  the  name  was  the  motlier's ;  but  ere  this  jK?riod 
was  reached  came  the  signs  of  coldness,  shadowing  forth  the 
desertion  that  was  so  soon  to  follow.  It  was  in  this  stage  of  the 
correspondence  that  her  mother  had  recourse  to  the  plan  of 
copying  her  own  epistles.  They  were  but  few,  but  were  elo^piont 
with  the  feelings  of  blighted  affi'ction  an<l  contrition.  Judith 
sobbed  over  them  until  again  and  again  she  felt  compelled  to 
lay  them  aside,  from  shei*r  physical  inability  to  see,  her  eyes 
bi'ing  literally  obscured  with  tears.  Still  she  returned  to  the 
tjLsk,  with  increasing  interest,  and  finally  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  end  of  the  lat<'st  communication  that  hml  probably  ever 
pa<«ed  between  her  parents. 

All  this  occupied  fully  an  hour ;  for  near  a  hundred  letters 
were  glanced  at,  and  some  twenty  had  been  closely  read.  The 
truth  now  shone  clear  upon  the  acute  mind  of  Judith,  so  far  as 
her  own  birth  and  that  of  Hetty  were  concerned.     She  sicken' d 
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t  thi>  «>i)viction,  niid,  for  tfie  niomeiit,  the  reet  of  t)i«  woild 
H.'iiK'i.I  til  Ih-  I'lit  uti'  from  her,  and  »lic  had  non  additional  ren- 
ins r>>r  uinhiiig  111  juiifii  tbu  remainder  of  hLT  life  un  the  lal[e, 
liori'  sill-  ]i:id  ;ilrL'ady  seen  so  many  bright  and  so  nuuiy  sor- 


'I'li-Ti.-  vol  ri'inniiied  more  letters  to  examine.  Judith  found 
ii-si'  wiT-'  !i  ^^lrrl'^]loud<'nco  between  her  mother  and  Thomas 
[iiv.'v.  'I'h.'  "riiiin.-tls  vf  both  parties  were  carefully  arranged, 
'iliT  iiixl  ,in>'U'<-i',  *\<li-  by  sidu ;  and  ihfy  told  the  early  bittorv 
r  iIk'  (v>iini-\i><n  lH'tuvi<n  the  ill-assorted  pair  fur  more  jibiinlv 
IU1I  Judith  wi~!ii'<l  to  learn  it.  Her  motburmade  tbo  advances 
iw^iriU  ;i  i[i:irri;iir<',  tii  tile  sur|iri!(C,  not  lo  Miy  horror,  of  her 
au^flitir:  ainl  ~Iio  netu.^ly  fumid  a  relief  when  she  disNXivered 
'Mi'^  'if  wliiit  slriiek  biT  as  insanity,  or  a  morbid  disposition, 
Dnl'Tin^  oil  thiit  dire  calamity,  in  the  earlier  letl4.'TS  of  that  ill- 
il'il  w.itTinn.  Till-  answers  of  Hovey  were  coarse  and  illiterate, 
iuiil;1i  thi-y  ni:iiiif<'Sti'd  a  siiffic^ient  desire  to  obtain  the  hand  of 
wi>m;in  uf  siriiinliir  iwrsitnal  attractions,  and  whose  great  error 
overl'nik,  fi>r  the  advaiita^  of  possessing  one 
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ceased.  Among  the  loose  fragments,  however,  was  an  old 
newspaper  tliat  contained  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward  for 
the  apprehension  of  certain  freebooters  by  name,  among  which 
was  that  of  Thomas  Hovey.  The  attention  of  the  girl  was 
drawn  to  the  proclamation,  and  to  this  particular  name,  by  the 
circumstance  that  black  lines  had  been  drawn  under  both  in  ink. 
Nothing  else  was  found  among  the  papers  that  could  lead  to  a 
discovery  of  either  the  name  or  the  j)liicc  of  residence  of  the  wife 
of  Butter.  All  the  daU.»8,  signatures,  and  addresses  had  been  cut 
from  the  letters,  and  wherever  a  word  occurred  in  the  body  of  the 
communications  that  might  furnish  a  clue,  it  was  scrupulously 
erased.  Thus  Judith  found  all  her  hopes  of  ascertaining  who  her 
parents  were,  defeated,  and  she  was  obliged  to  fall  back  on  her 
own  resources  and  habits  for  everytliing  connected  with  the  future. 
Her  recollection  of  her  mother's  manners,  conversation,  and  suf- 
ferings, filled  up  many  a  gap  in  the  historical  facts  she  had  now 
discovered ;  and  the  truth  in  its  outlines  stood  sufficiently 
distinct  before  her,  to  tiike  away  all  desire,  indeed,  to  possess  any 
more  details.  Throwing  herself  back  in  her  seat,  she  simply 
desired  her  companion  to  iinlsh  the  examination  of  the  other 
articles  in  the  chest,  as  it  might  yet  conUiin  something  of 
importance. 

"  ni  do  it,  Judith  ;  Fll  do  it,"  returned  the  patient  Deer- 
blayer ;  "  but  if  there's  many  more  lettc*rs  to  read,  we  shall  see 
the  sun  ag'in  afore  you've  got  through  with  the  reading  of  them  ! 
Two  good  hours  have  you  b^^en  looking  at  them  bits  of  papers  !" 

"  They  tell  me  of  my  parents,  Deerslayer,  and  have  settled 
my  plans  for  life.  A  girl  may  be  excased,  who  reads  about  her 
oufn  fatlier  and  mother,  and  that  too  for  the  iirst  time  in  her 
life !     I  am  sorry  to  have  kept  you  waiting." 

"  Never  mind  me,  gal ;  never  mind  me.  It  matters  little 
whether  I  sleep  or  watch ;  but  though  you  be  pleasant  to  look 
at,  and  are  so  hands^ome,  Judith,  it  is  not  altogotlKT  agi*eoable 
to  sit  so  long  to  behold  you  shedding  tears  I  know  that  t^'ars 
don't  kill,  and  that  some  people  are  better  for  shedding  a  lew 
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now  and  tlif'ii,  (V|>ocinlly  women  ;   but  I'd  rather  see  ytm  5iiiile 
any  tinu',  .Imlitli,  llian  seo  you  weeji," 

Tliis  ffiilliint  siK'i.'cIi  Wiis  rewarded  witli  a  sweet,  though  a 
iiK-1uTi(.'hijty  smile  ;  and  llien  tlie  girl  n^n  denired  lier  coinpa- 
tiiiiti  t.i  tiiiisii  llie  CMimination  >jf  tlif  cheat.  The  sean-h 
iii'i'i-^siirilv  (.'until  1111.''!  some  time,  during  which  Judilh  collected 
lier  t)ii>nglit.s  jmd  n'giiiiied  her  eumiKtsure.  She  took  nofiart  in 
tlie  si'iiri-li,  li';iviti;r  everylliing  to  the  younfr  ntan,  lookitig  list- 
lessly hcr^-lf,  at  the  difR-reiit  articKfi  that  came  uppermost. 
Niithinii  farther  of  niiiL-h  intt'rest  or  value,  however,  was  fiiutid. 
A  swonl  iir  tw.i,  sncli  as  were  then  worn  by  gentlemen. 
siinie  l.iiekles  of  silver,  or  m  richly  ]iluted  as  to  appear  silver, 
and  a  fi'w  hatidsomc  nrticlcA  of  female  dress,  con)|Kised  the  priti 
cijiiii  iliH'ijv.'ri.s.  It  struck  both  Judith  and  the  IlecRlaver, 
nolwitli-.t;iii<liii^,  that  sojne  of  ihi-ac  things  miglit  be  made  uixv 
fiil  ill  clli'diii;:  a  iieipjiialiou  with  the  Iroquois,  though  the  latter 
b;iw  n  diHicnlty  in  Uie  way  that  aas  uot  so  ap]iarent  to  the 
former.     The  eunversatioti  was  first  renewed  in  coimexion  with 
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part  with  the  trifles  for  your  sake,  and  the  savages  are  willing 
to  receive  them  ?" 

"That's  it,  Judith — ^you've  got  the  idees,  but  tliey're  a  little 
out  of  their  places,  as  if  a  hound  should  take  the  backWd 
instead  of  the  loading  scent.  That  the  Mingos  will  be  willing 
to  receive  ihi-ni  things,  or  any  more  like  'em,  you  may  have  to 
offer,  is  probable  (?nougli ;  but  whether  they'll  pay  valie  for  'em 
is  quite  another  matter.  Ask  yourself,  Judith,  if  any  one 
should  send  you  a  message  to  siiy  that,  for  such  or  such  a  price, 
you  and  Iletty  might  have  that  chist  and  all  it  holds,  whether 
you'd  think  it  worth  your  while  to  waste  many  words  on  the 
bargain  ?" 

"  l^ut  this  chest  and  all  it  holds  are  already  ours ;  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  purcluise  what  is  already  our  own." 

"  Just  so  the  Mingos  calculate !  They  say  the  chist  is  theirs 
already ;  or  as  good  as  theirs,  and  they'll  not  thank  anybody 
for  the  key." 

"  I  understand  you,  Deerslayer ;  surely  we  are  yet  in  posses- 
sion of  the  lake,  and  we  can  keep  possession  of  it  until  Hurry 
sends  trooj»s  to  drive  off  the  enemy.  This  we  m«y  certainly 
do,  pronded  you  will  stay  with  us,  instead  of  going  back  and 
giving  yourself  up  a  prisoner  again,  as  you  now  seem  deter- 
mined on." 

"  That  Hurry  UnTry  should  talk  in  this  way,  is  natr'al  and 
according  to  the  gifts  of  the  man.  lie  knows  no  better,  and, 
therefore,  he  is  little  likely  to  feel  or  to  net  any  better ;  but, 
Judith,  I  put  it  to  your  heart  and  conscience, — would  you, 
could  you  think  of  me  as  favorably  as  I  hope  and  Iwlieve  you 
now  do,  was  I  to  forget  my  furlough  and  not  go  back  to  the 
camj)  ?" 

"  To  think  more  favorably  of  you  than  I  now  do,  Deerslayer, 
would  not  be  easy ;  but  I  might  continue  to  think  as  favorably 
— at  least  it  seems  so— I  hope  1  could  ;  for  a  world  wouldn't 
temjit  me  to  let  you  do  anything  that  might  change  my  real 
opinion  of  you." 

*'  T!)en  don't  try  to  entice  me  to  overlook  my  fiirlough,  gal  1 


A  rurliiugli  h  n  s;icrc(l  thing  nniong  w.irnore,  and  men  that 
carry  tlu'ir  Uvi.'k  in  tlicir  linnds,  ns  we  of  tlie  forests  do;  and 
nliiit  a  Lfricvous  disit]>j>'intiiient  would  it  be  to  old  Taiiiennnd, 
»ml  Iv  Uncus  till'  fiitlier  of  tlie  Sarpent,  and  to  my  otber  fti'nds 
iti  llic  triU',  if  I  wiis  so  to  disgrace  myself  on  mj  very  first  war- 
[liilli ;  Tliis  you  will  ]iarceive,  moreover,  Judith,  is  without 
Niyitj^'  luiy  -itri'ss  iiii  iiiit'nd  gif^  and  a  white  man's  duties,  to 
>^y  tuilliiii^  i>r  conscieiioe.  Tlic  List  is  king  witii  me,  and  I  tiy 
ii.'ver  Ir.  dis[into  iiis  orders." 

"  I  lu-lievi'  vijii  arc  right,  Deerslayer,"  returned  the  girl,  after 
II  linle  Mlwiion,  and  in  a  saddened  voice;  "a  man  like  you 
ought  n<>1  to  act  as  the  selfish  and  dishonest  would  be  apt  to 
act ;  you  niii-I,  indeed,  go  back.  We  will  talk  no  more  of  this, 
t'lcn;  sliunJJ  I  [lersuade  you  U)  anything  for  which  j-ou  wontd 
V'  SLirrv  lii'ri'alti.'r,  my  own  regret  u'oidd  not  be  leat  llian  youra. 

Yiiu  iiliall   ucjt   have  it  to  say,  Judith 1  scarce  know  by 

wlial  naiiie  tcj  oill  mvsi;lf,  now  !" 

'■  Ami  why  Tirft  ?— wliy  not,  gal!  Children  take  the  names 
1,'ift.  like 
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*'Did  you  never  bear  any  tiling  wliispered  against  the  former 
life  of  this  person,  Deerslayer  ?"  denKuuK'tl  Judith.  "  Passing, 
as  I  did,  for  his  child,  such  reports  reached  even  ine." 

"Til  not  deny  it,  Judith  ;  no,  Til  not  deny  it.  Sartiiin  things 
have  been  said,  as  I've  told  you ;  but  Fin  not  very  credible  as 
to  reports.  Young  as  I  am,  Tve  lived  long  enough  to  I'arn 
there's  two  sorts  of  characters  in  the  world.  Them  that  is  'arned 
by  deeds,  and  them  tliat  is  'arned  by  tongues  ;  and  so  I  prefer 
to  see  and  judge  for  myself,  instead  of  letting  every  jaw  that 
chooses  to  wag  become  my  judgt?.  Hurry  Harry  spoke  pretty 
plainly  of  the  whole  family,  as  we  journeyed  this-a-way ;  and  ho 
did  hint  something  consarning  Thomas  Ilutter's  having  been  a 
free-liver  on  the  water,  in  his  younger  days.  By  free-liver,  1 
mean  that  he  made  free  to  live  on  other  men's  goods." 

"  lie  told  you  he  was  a  pirate — there  is  no  need  of  mincing 
matters  between  friends.  Read  that,  Deerslayer,  and  you  will 
see  that  he  told  you  no  more  than  the  truth.  This  Thomas 
Hovey  was  the  Thomas  llutter  you  knew,  as  is  seen  by  these 
letters." 

As  Judith  spoke,  with  a  flushed  cheek  and  eyes  dazzling  with 
the  brilliancy  of  excit<*ment,  she  held  the  newspaper  towards  her 
companion,  pointing  to  the  proclamation  of  a  Colonial  governor, 
already  mentioned. 

"  Bless  you,  Judith  !"  answered  tlie  other,  laughing ;  "  you 
might  as  well  ask  me  to  print  that — or,  for  that  matter,  to  write 
it  My  edication  has  been  altogether  in  the  woods ;  the  only 
book  I  read,  or  core  about  reading,  is  the  one  which  God  has 
opened  afore  all  his  creatur's  in  the  noble  forests,  broad  lakes, 
rolling  rivers,  blue  .skies,  and  the  winds,  and  tem))ests,  and  sun- 
shine, and  other  glorious  marvels  of  the  land  I  This  book  I  can 
read,  and  1  find  it  full  of  wisdom  and  knowledge." 

"  I  crave  your  pardon,  I  >eers]ayer,"  said  Jadith,  earnestly, 
more  abashed  tlian  was  her  wont,  in  finding  that  she  liad  inad- 
vertently mnch*  Jin  a]»penl  that  might  wound  her  companion's 
pride.  "  I  had  forgotten  your  manner  of  life,  and  least  of  all 
did  I  wish  to  hurt  your  teehngs." 


■  Uvirt  my  li^liu's  I — why  sbould  Jt  hurt  mj  fevlin'a  to  ask 
m-  li-  na.l,  wlnii  I  liin'l  read  !  I'm  u  liuntor — and  I  may  now 
|ic:;iii  til  :-:[y  a  warriur,  iiiid  tiu  missionary ;  and,  therufurc,  books 
and  |i;i|>iT-  nw  •■]'  no  Httouiit  wilL  sui'h  as  I.  No,  no,  Judith." 
and  li'.Ti'  ill"  viiuti;r  itiaii  hiu<{heJ  cordially;  "not  even  fi<r 
wads,  s.'i'iiig  i!i;it  vDur  true  deerkiller  always  uses  tlic  hide  of  a 
fii'iiii,  if  lii/s  ;:<il  one,  or  some  other  bit  of  leather  suitably  |ire- 
]>ar>'d.  TIiiTl-'s  sonic  that  do  say,  all  that  stands  in  i>ritit  is 
trut':  in  (vliieh  ease,  I'll  own  an  uul'arncd  maa  uiiist  be  sutne- 
what  L>r  :i  \«~yT ;  nevertheless,  it  cati't  be  truer  than  that  whioh 
Olid  ha'  j'riut.'d  wiili  liis  own  hand,  in  the  sky,  and  die  wowk, 
and  thi-  riviTs,  and  the  sjirinjts." 

■■  \V>'I1,  tlii-ii.  llutter,  or  Hovcy,  was  a  pirate;  and  being  uo 
fatljiTiif  niiiiv.  I  i-aiinnt  wish  to  call  him  one,     llis  name  shall 


vuii  di-like  the  name  of  that  man,  there's  the  name  of 
lotiier.  Jnditli.     Her  name  may  snrve  you  just  as  good  a 


Pvc  looked  through  those  papers,  Deer- 
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moredly,  "  unless  one  of  you  should  so  far  demean  herself  as  to 
marry  me." 

Judith  could  not  refrain  from  smiling,  when  she  found  how 
simply  and  naturally  the  conversation  had  come  round  to  the 
very  point  at  which  she  had  aimed  to  hring  it.  Although  far  from 
unfeminine  or  forward  either  in  her  feelings  or  her  habits,  the 
girl  was  goaded  by  a  sense  of  wrongs  not  altogether  merited, 
incited  by  the  holj)lessness  of  a  future  that  seemed  to  contain  no 
resting-place,  and  still  more  influenced  by  feelings  that  were 
as  novel  to  her  as  they  proved  to  be  active  and  engrossing. 
Tlie  opening  was  too  j^food,  therefore,  to  be  neglected,  though 
she  came  to  the  subject  with  nmch  of  the  indirectness  and, 
perhaf>s,  justifiable  address  of  a  woman. 

"  1  do  not  think  lletty  will  ever  marry,  Deerslayer,"  she  said  ; 
"  if  your  name  is  to  be  borne  by  either  of  us,  it  must  be  bomo 
by  me." 

"  There's  been  handsome  women,  too,  they  tell  me,  among 
the  Bumppos,  Judith,  afore  now,  and  should  you  take  up  with 
the  name,  oncommon  as  you  be,  in  this  particular,  them  that 
knows  the  family  won't  l>e  altogether  surprised." 

"  This  is  not  t,ilking  as  becomes  either  of  us,  Deerslayer ;  for 
whatever  is  said  on  such  a  subject,  between  man  and  woman, 
should  be  said  seriously,  and  in  sincerity  of  heart.  Forgetting 
the  shame  that  ought  to  keep  girls  silent,  until  spoken  to,  in 
most  cases,  I  will  deal  with  vou  as  frankly  as  1  know  one  of 
your  generous  nature  will  most  like  to  be  dealt  by.  Can  you 
— do  you  think,  Deerslayer,  that  you  could  l)e  happy  with  such 
a  wife  as  a  woman  like  myself  would  make  ?" 

"  A  woman  like  vou,  Judith  I  But  whero's  the  sense  in 
trifling  about  such  a  thing  ?  A  woman  like  you,  that  is  hand- 
some enough  to  be  a  captain's  lady,  and  fine  enough,  and,  so  far 
as  I  know,  edication  enough,  would  be  little  apt  to  think  of 
becoming  my  wife.  I  supjxwe  young  gals  that  feel  themselves 
to  be  smart,  and  know  themselves  to  be  handsome,  find  a  sar- 
tain  satisfaction  in  passing  their  jokt«  ag'in  them  that's  neither, 

like  a  poor  Dekwaro  hunter." 

20 


Tlii,-  \v;i>  ^:li.i  ^.loii-iiaturc-dlv,  but  not  witliout  a  betrajal  of 
jit'iiu:;  nliii'li  .-Imwi-.l  tliat  something;  like  mortified  Mni^bility 
WHS  l>lt'ii>)<'il  witli  thi^  rf}ily.  Nuthiii^  I'ould  have  orcunwl 
iiiiifi.- liki-K  to  iiu:iki-ji  111]  Judith's  gtiit^rous  ivtrrctn,  or  tu  aid 
)i>-r  ill  lii'r  iiiiri")-!',  liy  iidiiiiiir  tlic  Mimiilaiit  of  a  disiiiteivsted 
i|.  -ir.'  t.j  ;it.im-.  lo  licr  olInT  impulses,  and  tlotliing  all  under  a 
^rLi'iM-.-o  uiiiiiiii^;  iiikI  iiatiirul,  as  >riViitU'  to  k'sscn  tlic  unpleasant 
ti  iituh'  iFt'a  tVirw ai-ilut's*  uuboouniing  tbe  sex. 

"  ^~<>i]  <l>i  tiK'  iiijii^lii'i'  if  vuu  su[i]KKeI  bave  any  aucU  tUougbt 
ur  rti-Ii."'  >lii'  aii-«vivd,  cariii'i-tly.  "  Nuver  was  I  uore  serious 
ill  my  lif.',  i.r  iimw  willing  to  abidf  by  any  agnx-meut  tbat  we 
m:i_i  iii;iki'  liHii^'Kl.  I  have  had  many  suitors,  Deerelayer — 
iiay.  Mviivi-  ;iii  nmnarm-il  Inipixr  or  bniitcr  h:iH  been  in  at  tbe 
l:iki-  ihi-i'  r>ui'  v.ais,  «|iu  has  not oflVrcd  to  take  me  awav  with 


T.uLt     ilia 


'."  iiiti'iTHjilfJ  the  other — "I'll 
us  a  iNidy,  Judith,  'arlli  don't  bold 
tbeii'Selves,  and  less  given  to  God 
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availing  herself  of  the  opportunity  of  extolling  the  qualities 
which  had  so  strongly  interested  her  in  her  listener  ;  hoping  by 
these  means  covertly  to  approach  the  subject  nearest  her  heart. 
*^  In  the  first  place,  looks  in  a  man  are  of  no  importance  with  a 
woman,  provided  ho  is  manly,  and  not  dis6gured,  or  deformed." 

**  There  I  can't  altogether  agree  with  you,"  returned  the 
other,  thoughtfully,  for  he  had  a  very  humble  opinion  of  hw 
own  personal  appearance ;  "  I  have  noticed  that  the  comeliest 
warriors  commonly  get  the  best-looking  maidens  of  the  tribe  for 
wives ;  and  the  Sari)ent,  yonder,  who  is  sometimc^s  wonderful 
in  his  paint,  is  a  gineral  favorite  with  all  the  Delaware  young 
women,  though  he  takes  to  Hist,  himself^  as  if  she  was  the  only 
beauty  on  'arth  ?" 

"  It  may  be  so  with  Indians,  but  it  is  different  with  white 
girls.  So  long  as  a  young  man  has  a  straight  and  manly 
frame,  that  promises  to  make  him  able  to  protect  a  woman,  and 
to  keep  want  from  the  door,  it  is  all  they  ask  of  the  figure. 
Giants  like  Hurry  may  do  for  grenadiers,  but  are  of  little 
account  as  lovers.  Then  as  to  the  fiice,  an  honest  look,  one 
that  answers  tor  the  heart  within,  is  of  more  value  than  any 
shape,  or  color,  or  eyes,  or  teeth,  or  trifles  like  them.  The  last 
may  do  for  girls,  but  who  thinks  of  them  at  all,  in  a  hunter,  or 
a  warrior,  or  a  husband  !  If  there  are  women  so  silly,  Judith's 
not  among  them." 

"  Well,  this  is  wonderful  I  I  always  thought  that  handsome 
liked  handsome,  as<  riches  love  riches  I" 

"  It  may  be  so  with  you  men,  1  )eersluyor,  but  it  is  not  always 
80  with  us  women.  We  like  stout-heart<>d  men,  but  we  wish 
to  see  them  modest ;  sure  on  a  hunt,  or  the  war-path,  ready  to 
die  for  the  right,  and  unwilling  to  yield  to  the  wrong.  Above 
all,  we  wish  for  honesty — tongu<.«  that  ixro  not  used  to  say  what 
the  mind  does  not  mean,  and  hearts  that  feel  a  little  for  others, 
as  well  as  for  themselves.  A  true-hearted  girl  could  die  for 
such  a  husband !  while  the  lx)ast(^r,  and  the  double-tonsrued 
suitor,  gots  to  be  as  hateful  to  the  sight  lus  he  is  to  tie 
'-:iud." 
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Ju<)ith  sjioki'  biuirly.  mii.I  wiib  her  usual  force,  but  hw  !» 
teitvT  n:i-  Uim  inuili  slrin-k  with  the  novelty  of  ihi;  rWDuttiuiu  lie 
exi'^rii.'iH.'i'J  \i>  ;iilviii  lu  her  itiiiiiin'r.  Tliere  wiis  Koinotli'mj;  *o 
Mii'iliiriL,'  111  the  liuniilitj-  of  a  iimn  of  liis  teiiijieraiiieiit,  to  lii-ar 
.[ii^iiitii'~  thiLt  Ik-  coiiUl  uot  but  know  lie  |.>o»(cs«etl  liiiii!<elf.  thus 
hl-lily  vxinll. ,!  by  the  lo^vliest  t-iniile  he  liad  ever  U-held,  that, 
ti.r  the  itiKtiii'iil,  his  fiK-iiltii-H  st-eined  sus]ieD<]e<l  hi  a  iialund 
aii<1  <'\>'iis:ihK-  pri<h>.  Theii  it  vn»  tliiit  the  idea  of  tin-  \Mjm- 
bilitv  <•(  ^ui'li  :i  ereiiture  as  Juilith  beiMtniii''  his  coni]>.-uiion  ibr 
ill'.-.  rii>t  iT.riM'il  his  niiriJ.  The  iuirttre  «-!i»  so  |ile;u>;tiit.  rtiid  so 
ii.n.l,  thill  111-  (.-.mtiiiued  coniiilctily  iib«orbed  by  it,  for  mure 
th^iiL  ii  niiLiiite.  t.itiilly  re,;riirJU>>i<  of  llie  U-autiftil  reality  that 
«,is  "■utiii  l-'lore  him,  \valehiii<;  llie  exiin-swii  uf  his  ujiriglit 
:iii.l  Iriiih-ii'Uiiijr  e»iiiili-ii!"ift'  with  a  ki^ennesa  that  gave  her  a 
viTv  fair,  if  iKit  iin  alisoliiti'ly  aeciinile  chie  to  bis  tliuugbts. 
Svii-r  ln'ture  li;i<l  s<i  ]>li':ising  a  vLsiiiii  fluHted  before  the  luindV 
i'\>.'  (if  till-  yiiiiii^'  hiiiiler;  but,  neeustomed  mwt  to  [•raetieal 
ihiiiiT'-  'iii'l  litt'i'  »<hUeIe(l  to  snbniiitiii}^  to  the  ]>ower  uf  Iiis 
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Lusbands,  but  I  fear  that  the  tastes  of  most  young  women, 
liereaway,  wouldn't  be  so  hard  upon  him." 

**  No — no — Judith  witliout  a  name,  would  never  consent  t*) 
be  called  Judith  March  !  Anything  would  be  better  than 
Ihatr 

"  Judith  Bumppo  wouldn't  sound  as  well,  gal ;  and  there'* 
many  names  that  would  fall  short  of  March,  in  pleasing  the  ear." 

"  Ah  !  Deerslayer,  the  pleasantness  of  the  sound,  in  such 
cases,  does  not  come  through  the  ear,  but  through  the  heart. 
Everv thing  is  agreeable  when  tlie  heart  is  satisfied.  Were 
Natty  BunipjM)  Henry  March,  and  Henry  March  Natty  Bumppo, 
I  mi«j:ht  think  the  name  of  March  bett«'r  than  it  is :  or  were  he 
you,  I  should  fancy  the  name  of  Bumi>po  horrible  I" 

"  Tliat's  just  it — yes,  that's  the  rt'ason  of  the  matter.  Now, 
Fm  nat'rally  avarse  to  sarpents,  and  I  hate  even  the  word, 
which,  the  missionaries  tell  me,  comics  from  human  natur',  on 
account  of  a  sartain  sar|)ent  at  the  creation  of  the  'arth,  that 
outwitted  the  first  woman  ;  yet,  ever  since  Chingachgook  has 
'arned  tlie  title  lie  bears,  why  the  sound  is  as  plea«»ant  to  my 
ears  as  the  whistle  of  the  whip-poor-will  of  a  calm  evening — it 
is.  The  feelin's  make  all  the  difference  in  the  world,  Judith,  in 
the  natur'  of  sounds ;  ay,  even  in  that  of  looks,  too." 

"  lliis  is  so  tru(?,  Deerslayer,  that  I  am  surprised  you  should 
think  it  remarkabl<<  a  girl,  who  may  have  some  comeliness  her- 
self, should  not  think  it  nec(«sarv  that  her  husband  should  have 
the  same  advantage,  or  what  you  fancy  an  advantage.  To  me, 
looks  in  a  man  are  nothing,  provided  his  countenance  be  as 
honest  as  his  heart." 

"  Yes,  honesty  is  a  great  advantage,  in  the  long  run  ;  and 
th(iy  that  are  the  most  apt  to  forget  it,  in  the  bt^ginning,  are 
the  most  apt  to  I'arn  it  in  the  ind.  Nevertheless,  there's  more, 
Judith,  that  louk  to  present  profit  tlum  to  the  benefit  that  is  to 
come  after  a  time.  One  they  think  a  sartainty,  and  the  other 
.an  onsartainty.  I'm  glad,  howsever,  that  you  look  at  the  thing 
in  its  true  light,  and  not  in  the  way  in  which  so  many  is  apt  to 
deceive  themselves." 


-.1  M:irl.'( 


Liw  liKik  .it  it,  Deerslnycr,"  returned  the  girl  with 
III  -liiiiikiiig  with  n  woman's  (n-nsitivfucss  from  ■ 
if  li.r  liiinil.  "  mid  can  sav,  frimi  tlio  bottom  of  my 
iviiiilii  TiitluT  trust  m_v  lin|'|>in«is  toa  iimii  whose  truth 
iiiny  \k-  d'^jieiided  on,  tlinii  to  »  GiLte-tonguod  and 
[  »T<'ti'1i  tli;tt  hikil  clii'StR  uf  ^>1d,  mid  huuites  and 
lliMiiirli  111-  won-  I'von  s-'nU-d  im  u  thront-  V 
ir.-  Iintie  nor.ln,  Judith  ;  thev'ri'  downright  brav« 
.1:  .v,.u  Ihi.ik  thnt  111-  fn-hn's  would  kiv),  -em  com- 
i-  i-liiiv  netunlly  lio  iifon-  you  i  If  a  gay  j^illnnt  iu 
it  sIckhI  oil  onu  siile,  H'iih  his  head  Einc'tliii>;  hkc  a 
hi'  fail-  smooth  and  htooniin<;  as  your  own,  his 
hiti-  niiii  soft  as  if  (io<l  luidn't  bustowed  Vm  that 
li\.-  l.y  thi'  httwit  of  his  Wiv,  nnd  his  step  a.*  lofty 
■':li-)ii'is  niiU  ii  li^hl  hi-.irt  could  makt;  it;  and  oil 
Ir'  stiHHl  OTIC  that  has  [inssfd  his  days  in  the  o|>cd 
>ri'l]i7nl  i*  as  nil  as  hia  elieok;  had  cut  his  way 
iiii[>s  ;iiL.l  liiislu-s  till  his  hand  was  as  niip5ri.Hl  as  the 
iT  ;  liad  trixliU'ii  on  ihu  stvnt  of  giniu'  till  his 


TUB      DEKRSLAYKR.  461 

"  ITiis  is  pleasant  to  listen  to,  and  niiglit  lead  a  young  man, 
in  time,  to  for«2:ot  Iiis  own  on  worthiness,  Juditli !  Howst^rr, 
you  hardly  think  all  that  you  say.  A  man  like  mo  is  too  iiuk' 
and  ignorant  for  one  that  Inis  had  such  a  mother  to  teach  lier : 
vanily  is  natVal,  I  do  beli(»ve  ;  but  vanity  like  that  would  sur 
pass  reason  !" 

"  Then  you  do  not  know  of  what  a  woman's  heart  is  ca])able ! 
Rude  yoH  are  not,  Deerslayer !  nor  can  one  be  called  ignorant 
that  has  studied  what  is  before  hi.s  eves  as  cluselv  as  vou  have 
done.  When  the  affections  are  concerned,  all  things  a]>]»ear 
in  their  j)lcasantest  colors,  and  tritles  are  overlooked,  or  are  for- 
gotten. When  the  heart  feels  a  sunshine,  nothing  is  gloomy, 
even  dull-looking  o))jects  seeming  gay  and  bright;  and  so  it 
would  be  between  you  and  the  woman  who  should  love  you, 
even  though  your  wife  might  happen,  in  some  matU^rs,  to  pos- 
sess what  the  world  calls  the  advantiiire  over  vou." 

"  Judith,  you  come  of  })eople  altogether  alx)ve  mine,  in  the 
world  ;  and  onequal  matches,  like  onequal  friendship,  can't 
often  tarminate  kindlv.  T  speak  of  this  matter  altogether  as  a 
fanciful  thing,  since  it's  not  very  likely  that  yow,  at  least,  would 
be  able  to  treat  it  as  a  matter  that  can  ever  come  to  pass." 

Judith  fastened  her  d<?ep  blue  eyes  on  the  oj>en,  frank  coun- 
tenance of  her  companion,  as  if  she  would  read  his  soul. 
Nothinjx  there  Ix^traved  /mv  covert  meaninLT,  and  she  was 
oblijxed  to  admit  to  hers**lf  that  he  regarded  the  conversation  as 
argumentative,  rather  than  positive,  and  that  he  was  still  with- 
out any  active  suspicion  that  her  feelings  were  seriously  involved 
in  the  issue.  At  first  she  felt  offended  ;  then  she  saw  the  injus- 
tice of  making  tin*  self-abasement  and  modesty  of  the  hunter  a 
charge  against  him  ;  and  this  novt*l  difficulty  gave  a  ])iquancy 
to  the  state  of  affairs  that  rather  increased  her  interest  in  the 
young  man.  At  that  critical  instant,  a  change  of  plan  flashed 
on  her  min<l,  and,  with  a  readiness  of  invention  that  is  peculiar 
to  the  quick-witted  and  ingenious,  she  adopted  a  scheme  by 
which  she  hoped  effectually  to  bind  him  to  her  j)erson.  lliis 
scheme  partook  equally  of  her  fi'rtihty  of  invention,  and  of  the 


lUliR'^a  of  lier  character.  That  the  ronversatkn 
lii.itu  too  abruptly,  however,  or  any  suspicion  uf 
t,  siio  answered  the  last  remark  of  Deerslayer  n 
an  truly  as  if  her  original  intention  remained 
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ily.  have  no  reason  to  boast  of  parentage,  after 
si-<'ii  iljis  night,"  Kald  the  girl,  in  a  sadJened  voice. 
illiiT,  it  is  true;  but  of  iier  name,  even,  I  am  i-pio- 
i  I'l.r  niy  tiither,  it  is  better,  |ierlinps,  that  I  should 
ivlii)  he  na-i,  lest  I  sjieak  too  bilU;rIy  of  him !" 
*;u<i  I>eer>laycr,  tjtking  her  hand  kindly,  and  with 
.•■■rily  that  went  directly  to  the  girl's  heart,  "'tis 
111)  inon'  to-niprht.     Sleep  on  wli;il  you've  seen  and 
loniini;.  thini^x  that  now  lixjk  gloomy  may  look  more 
Iniw  M,  never  do  iiiivthing  in  bitterness,  or  because 
f  VijiiM  like  to  Iiiko  revenge  on  yountclf  for  other 
-'s  |piirk-ili.liiiijs.     All  that  has  been  said  or  done  ntween 
s  iiiu'lil.  i>  yniir  secret,  and  i^linll  never  be  talked  of  by  me, 
snrtain  if  lie  cnti't  iret 
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future  that  looked  so  dark.  Tlien  came  the  new  resolution  and 
the  bold  project  for  the  morrow  ;  and  when  drowsiness  finally 
shut  her  eyes,  tliey  cU>sed  on  a  scene  of  success  and  happiness 
tliat  was  pictured  by  the  fancy,  under  the  influence  of  a  sanguine 
temperament  and  a  happy  invention. 


20» 


CRAITER  XXV. 


riftty  arosp  « ith  the  return  of  light,  leaving  Judith 
I  sk-(-|i.  It  took  but  a  minute  for  the  first  to  com- 
L't.  Her  long  coitl-bliick  hair  wha  soon  ndjusl^d  id 
I.  lilt'  iailieo  dri-ss  lx.-hed  tight  to  her  slender  wust, 
li-L't  conceak'd  in  their  gaudily- ornamented  mocca- 
ced,  she   left,   her  companion   i 
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their  short  intercourso,  but  t-ha  had  actually  bestowed  a  few 
well-selcKitcd  ornaments  from  lii-r  own  stores,  that  contributed 
not  a  little  to  set  off  the  natural  graces  of  the  Indian  maid. 
All  this  the  lover  saw  and  fi*lt,  and  for  a  moment  his  counte- 
nance was  illuminated  with  a  l(M)k  of  plea*iure  ;  but  it  soon 
grew  grave  again,  and  l)ecame  saddened  and  anxious.  The 
stools  used  the  previous  night  were  still  sUmding  on  the  plat- 
form ;  placing  two  against  the  walls  of  the  hut,  he  seated 
himself  on  one,  making  a  gesture  tu  his  companion  to  take  the 
other.  This  done,  he  continued  thoughtful  and  sihMit  for  quite 
A  minute,  maintaining  the  n  fleeting  dignity  of  one  b<»rn  to  take 
his  seat  at  the  council-fire,  while  Hist  wiv*  furtiv4»ly  watching 
the  expression  of  his  face,  patient  and  submissive,  as  Ix'came 
a  woman  of  hot  people.  Then  the  young  warrior  stretched 
his  arm  Wtbre  him,  as  if  to  point  out  the  glories  of  the  scene  at 
that  witching  hour,  when  the  whole  panorama,  as  usual,  was 
adorned  by  the  mellow  distinctness  of  early  morning,  sweeping 
with  his  liand  slowly  over  lake,  hilLs  and  heavens.  The  girl 
followed  the  movement  with  ]»leased  wonder,  smiling  as  each 
new  Ix'auty  m(?t  her  gaze. 

" Hugh  I"  exelaim«<l  the  chief,  in  admiration  of  a  scene  so 
uimsual  even  to  him,  for  this  was  the  first  lake  he  liad  ever 
behehl.  "  This  is  the  country  of  the  Manitou !  It  is  too  good 
for  Ming«»s,  Hist;  but  the  eurs  of  that  tribe  are  howling  in 
packs  through  the  wofxls.  They  think  that  the  Delawares  are 
asleep,  ov4'r  the  mountains." 

"  All  but  one  of  them  is,  Chingachgook.  There  is  one  here ; 
and  he  is  of  the  blood  of  Uncas !" 

"What  is  one  warrior  against  a  tribe? — The  path  to  our 
villages  is  very  lonu  and  crooked,  and  we  shall  travel  it  under  a 
cloudv  skv.  I  am  afraid,  too.  Honeysuckle  of  tlie  Hills,  that 
we  shall  travel  it  alone  I" 

Hist  understood  the  allusion,  and  it  made  her  sad;  though  it 
somuh'd  sweet  to  her  ears  to  be  compared,  by  the  warrior  she 
w)  loved,  to  the  most  fragrant  and  the  pleasantest  of  all  the 
wild  flow<-rs  of  her  native  woods.     Still  she  continued  silent^ 
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It  bocaiDi.-  lier  wlicn  i\w  allusion  w.-u  to  a  gr&y<.:  intttreit  tliai 
ni'ii  coiilil  Ik-sI  iinitrol,  tiiough  it  exceeded  the  [wwer  of  edii«i- 
iiiti  to  ctii^oiil  tlic  smile  tliiit  grntifieij  feeling  brought  to 
LIT  i.r.-11_v  llll.llth. 

"Whi-ii  tliir  sun  in  t li II V  continued  tlie  Delaware,  pointing 
[>ili''  »'iiitli.  1>v  sim|ily  casting  upwards  a  hand  and  finger,  bva 
il:i_v  !•(  till'  ivrisi. "'  itie  great  Iiiinter  of  our  tribe  will  go  lack 
i>  ill.-  lliiiMiis  t"  lie  tn-atPil  like  a  bear,  that  they  roast  and 
kill.  i\i-u  I'll  lull  stoniacliM." 

"Tin;  l-n.'iit  Sjiirit  may  soften  their  hearts,  and  not  Ruffer 
lieni  tu  it-  SI)  liluiHly -minded.  I  have  lived  among  the  Huron''. 
(Ill  kiiinv  tlii'in.  They  have  hearts,  and  will  not  foi^et  tJieir 
wn  i-liildn-n.  .-liquid  lliey  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  the  D('lawan>s." 

■■  A  wolf  is  for  ever  howling  ;  a  hof;  will  nlwaj's  e.it  They 
lave  !o^t  wiin'iors ;  even  tlieir  women  will  call  ont  tor  ven- 
leanci'.  Tlio  |ialo-face  has  th<;  eyes  of  an  eagle,  and  can  see 
Ho  a  MingiiV  lu-art ;  he  Iwika  for  no  merey.  There  is  a  clood 
v.-r  his  spirit,  though  it  is  not  before  his  fiice." 

A    loni;,   thiULirlitful    pause   succeedL-d,    iliiriiig    which    Hist 
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applied  to  the  gfirl,  by  the  young  men  of  the  Dclawares,  though 
it  never  sounded  so  sweet  in  lier  ears  as  from  the  lips  of  Cliin- 
gachgook  ;  but  the  latter  alone  had  ever  styled  her  the  Wren 
of  the  Woods.  With  him,  however,  it  had  ufot  to  be  a  familiar 
nhrase,  and  it  was  past  expression  pleasant  to  the  listener,  since 
it  conveyed  to  her  mind  the  idea  that  her  atlvicc  and  senti- 
ments were  as  acceptable  to  her  future  husband,  as  the  tones  of 
her  voice  and  modes  of  conveying  them  were  agreeable ;  unit- 
ing the  two  things  most  ])rized  by  an  Indian  girl,  as  coming 
from  her  betrothed,  admiration  for  a  valued  physical  advantage, 
with  respect  for  her  opinion.  She  pressed  the  hand  she  held 
betwei»n  both  her  own,  and  answered — 

"  Wah-t;i  I-Wah  says  that  neither  she  nor  the  Great  Serpent 
could  ever  laugh  again,  or  ever  sleep  without  dreaming  of  the 
Ilurons,  should  the  Deerslayor  die  under  a  Mingo  tomahawk, 
and  they  do  nothing  to  save  him.  She  would  rather  go  biick, 
and  start  on  her  long  f)ath  alone,  than  let  such  a  dark  cloud 
pa«s  before  her  happiness." 

"  Good !  The  husband  and  the  wife  will  have  but  one 
heart ;  they  will  see  with  the  same  eyes,  and  feel  with  the  same 
feelings." 

What  further  was  said,  need  not  be  related  here.  That  the 
conversation  was  of  Deerslayer,  and  his  hopes,  has  been  seen  al- 
ready, but  the  d4^cision  that  was  como  to,  will  better  appear  in  the 
course  of  the  narrative.  Tho  youthful  pair  were  yet  conversing 
when  the  sun  apj reared  above  the  tops  of  the  pines,  and  the 
light  of  a  Vjrilliant  American  day  streamed  down  into  the  valley, 
bathing  "  in  deep  joy  "  the  lake,  the  forests,  and  the  mountain  sides. 
Just  at  this  instant  Deerslayer  came  out  of  the  cabin  of  the  ark, 
and  stepped  upon  the  platform.  His  first  look  was  at  the 
cloudless  heavens,  then  his  rapid  glance  took  in  the  entire 
panorama  of  land  and  water,  when  he  had  leisure  for  a  friendly 
Dod  at  his  friends,  and  a  cheerful  smile  for  Ilist 

"  Well,"  he  said,  in  his  usual  composed  manner,  and  plea- 
sant voice;  **he  that  seos  the  sun  set  in  the  west,  and  wakes 
'arly  enough  in  the  murning,  will  be  sartain  to  find  him  coming 


ill  till'  east,  likn  a  buck  thnt  is  hunted  round  hid 
iliiic  siiv,  now,  Hist,  jou'vc  behold  tliis,  time  and 
vi-t  it  iii'viT  enUroU  into  your  gnlUh  mind  to  ask  tlie 

liiin.';iciiiri>ok  iind  his  betrothpd  looked  up  al  the 
Mitli  ;iii  iiir  tliiit  betok<?n<'d  sudden  nunder,  iind 
j^-.ir.fil  ;il  I'iirli  other,  ns  if  lo  si-ek  the  jtolutiun  uf  the 

l';itnili;irity  dcadi'UM  the  senBibilitJen,  even  an  con- 
I  (111'  !rrn>p*t  iiaturtil  ]ilK?noraenn ;  and  never  before 
•\m[Ai'  Ix-iiitTB  thoiijrht  of  inquiring  into  :i  moveraent 
l'  il.iily  iKTurrcuoe,  liowever  puzzling  it  might  appear 
iitioii.      Wlieii  the  nulijeet  wm  thus  suddenly  iitArtcd, 

itli  ;iliki'.  mid  at  the  same  instniit,  with  some  such 
iiiv  [!<-»'  iiiid  Urilliunt  propoeition  in  the  natural 
mid  stiiki'  ilie  scholar.     Chingaehgook  alone  saw  6t 


i'-fiH'''»  know  everything,"  he  said;  "can  they  tell 
<nii  liidi's  lii»  fiice,  when  he  goes  back,  at  nif^fht  T 

^v»l^iJht  ri'd-skin  I'm 
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in  an  onpossibilitv.  Tlowsever,  turn  it  does,  as  all  my  people 
say,  and  you  ought  to  believe  'em,  since  tlic^y  can  foretell 
eclipses,  and  other  prodigies,  that  used  to  fill  the  tribes  with 
terror,  according  to  your  own  traditions  of  such  things." 

"  Good.  This  is  true ;  no  red  man  will  deny  it  When  a 
wheel  turns,  my  eyes  can  see  it — they  do  not  see  the  earth 
turn." 

"  Ay,  that's  what  I  call  sense-obstinacy  !  Seeing  is  believing, 
they  wiy ;  and  what  they  can't  see,  some  men  won't  in  the  least 
give  credit  to.  Nevertheless,  chief,  that  isn't  quite  as  good 
reason  as  it  may  at  first  seem.  You  believe  in  the  Great  Spirit, 
T  know ;  and  yet,  I  conclude,  it  would  puzzle  you  to  show 
where  you  see  Him  !" 

**  Chingachgook  can  see  Ilim  everywhere — everywhere  in 
good  things — the  Evil  Sjurit  in  bad.  Here,  in  the  lake ;  there, 
in  the  forest ;  y(jTider,  in  the  clouds ;  in  Hist,  in  the  son  of 
Uncas,  in  Tameiiund,  in  Deerslayer.  The  Enl  Spirit  is  in 
the  Mingos.  That  I  know ;  I  do  not  see  the  earth  turn 
round." 

**  I  don't  wonder  they  call  you  the  Sarpent,  Delaware  ;  no,  I 
don't!  There's  always  a  meaning  in  your  words,  and  there's 
often  a  meaning  in  your  countenanc<\  too!  Notwithstanding, 
your  answers  doesn't  quite  meet  my  idee.  That  God  is  obsarv- 
able  in  all  nat'ral  objects  is  allowable ;  but  then  he  is  not  par- 
ceptible  in  the  way  I  mean.  You  know  there  is  a  Great  Spirit, 
by  his  works,  and  the  pale-faces  know  that  the  'arth  turns  round 
by  its  works.  Tliis  is  the  r«*}Lson  of  the  matter,  though  how  it 
is  to  be  explained,  is  more  tlian  I  can  exactly  tell  you.  This  1 
know;  all  my  j)eople  consait  that  fact ;  and  what  all  the  pale- 
faces consait,  is  very  likely  to  be  true." 

"  When  the  sun  is  in  the  top  of  that  pine  to-morrow,  where 
will  mv  brother  Deerslaver  be  f 

The  hunter  started,  and  he  looked  intently,  though  totally 
without  alarm,  at  his  friend.  Thi  n  he  signed  for  him  to  follow, 
and  led  the  way  into  the  ark,  where  he  might  pursue  the  subject 
anbenrd  by  those  whose  feelings  be  feared  might  get  the  mastery 


rriB 


DBERS 


IT  lliL-ir  n';ni>ii.  TIitc  ho  sti>[ijKhl,  mi  J  i^ursui-d  the  convcnft- 
•w  ill  !i  iiMK-  n.iitiilL-ntial  tone. 

"'Tiv.i-i  :i  littli-  oiirea.'KiNnljIi-  in  vou,  Sarpciit,"  bo  said,  "to 
lii^  u]i  >iK'1i  :i  su)>j(>ct  af»ro  nist,  nnj  when  the  young  woinui 
'm  uHn  .'iiliir  iiiyht  ovi-rhear  what  was  Kiid.  Yw,  'twos  a 
[)<-  iiK>ri^  otiri'ii.-'uii.'ilili-  than  most  things  that  you  du.  No 
iit-'r;  Ili>t  diihrt  cuinpri'hcnd,  and  the  other  didn't  bear. 
.iwsci'iT.  til''  i^uL-stion  is  easier  put  tlian  answeivd.  No  mortal 
II  '.ay  vliiT.'  h.'  vviH  be  when  the  sun  risea  to-morrow,  I  will 
k   Villi  thv  s;iine  question,  Sar|>ont,  and  should  hke  to  he«r 

"  Ciiin;r:n*!iirixik  will  be  with  liis  friend,  IVorslnyer ;  if  ho  be 
tlh'  hind  of  sjiirils,  the  (.irent  Scri)cnl  will  crawl  at  his  ^e; 
l-'ii  i^iih  Miiiilir  sun,  iti:  wunntli  and  light  shall  (all  on  both." 
■■  I  uiiilii-iiiiid  you,  l.telaware,"  ri'turned  the  other,  touched 
ill  the  *iiii]ili-  si'lf- devotion  of  his  friend.  "Such  lan£iini;i;  w 
]il:iii]  ill  •nil-  (ongue  ns  in  another  ;  it  comes  from  the  lie.irt, 
til  the  heart,  too.     'Tis  well  to  think  so,  and  it  m.iv  be 
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tnin  that  the  scamps  design  the  torments,  for  they  may  yet  be 
|.ititiil,  and  bethink  them  of  the  wickedness  of  such  a  course ; 
thougli  it  is  but  a  tioiK?less  exj^ecUition  to  look  forward  to  a 
Mingo's  turning  aside  from  evil,  and  letting  marcy  get  upper- 
most in  his  heart.  Nevertheless,  no  one  knows  to  a  sartainty 
what  will  hapi>en  ;  and  young  croatur's,  like  Hist,  ar'n't  to  bo 
risked  on  unr^arUiinties.  This  marrying  is  altogether  a  different 
nndertiiking  from  what  some  young  mon  fancy.  Now,  if  you 
was  single,  or  as  good  as  single,  Delaware,  I  should  expect  you 
to  l>e  actyveand  stirring  about  the  camp  of  the  vagabonds,  from 
sunrise  to  sunset,  sarcumventing,  and  contrivincr^  as  restless  as  a 
hound  off  the  scent,  and  doing  all  manner  of  things  to  help  me, 
and  to  distract  the  inimy  ;  but  two  are  often  feebler  than  one, 
and  we  must  take  things  as  they  are,  and  not  jis  we  want  'em 
to  be." 

*'  Listen,  Deerslayer,"  returned  the  Indian,  with  an  emphasis 
so  decided,  as  to  show  how  much  he  was  in  earnest.  **  If 
Chingachgook  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Hurons,  what  would  my 
pale-face  brother  do  ?-  Sneak  off  to  tlu;  Delaware  villages,  and 
say  to  the  chiefs,  and  old  men,  and  young  warriors — *  See  ; 
here  is  Wah-ta  I-wah  ;  sho  is  saf(»,  but  a  little  tired  ;  and  here  is 
the  Son  of  Uncits,  not  as  tirf'd  as  tlu*.  Uoney suckle,  being  stronger, 
but  just  as  safe.'     Would  he  do  this  ?" 

"  Well,  that's  oncommon  iniren'ous  ;  it's  cunning  enouirh  for 
a  Mingo  liimself.  The  I-.ord  only  knows  what  put  it  into  your 
head  to  ask  such  a  question.  Whatwtmld  I  do?  Why,  in  the 
first  place.  Hist  wouldn't  bo  likely  to  be  in  my  company  at  all, 
for  she  would  stay  as  near  you  as  jiossible,  and  therefore  all  that 
part  alx)ut  her  couldn't  be  said  without  talking  nonsense.  As 
for  her  b<?in<r  tired,  that  would  fall  throuijh  Ux),  if  she  didn't  ijo, 
and  no  part  of  your  sjK'ech  would  be  likely  to  come  from  me : 
so,  you  see,  Sar]H*nt,  rea«<on  is  ag'in  you,  and  you  may  as  wc^ll 
give  it  up,  since  to  hold  out  ag'in  reason,  is  no  way  becoming  a 
chief  of  your  character  and  repitition." 

"My  brother  is  not  himself;  he  forgets  that  he  is  talking  to 
one  who  has  sat  at  the  council-fires  of  his  nation,"  returned  tl:e 


l,iu.lly,     •■  Wli,  11  liii'Ti  ^iii-iik,  tiioj-  should  ^y  (bat  which 

ml  u"  iti  :it  '   ^i'h'  of  tlie  head,  and  unt  at  ihe   othrr. 

A'i>ril.s  sliiiiiliin't  >j«  Tuiitbers,  »o  light  that  a  wind,  whidi 
ml  riidli-  tlie  water,  can  blow  tbeni  away.  He  has  not 
vd  tiiy  question  ;  nlii'ii  a  chief  puts  H  question,  his  friend 
iiottalkofothiTtliinap." 

iLiidiTsUnil  Villi,  IMawarc;  I  understikrid  well  enough 
.■•ii[  MKiiii.  ah<\  truth  won't  allow  roe  to  say  otherwise. 
.'»  nut  0!^  I'li^y  til  answer  m  yoii  (Wphi  to  lliink,  for  this 
i'«soii.  Yon  wish  mo  to  say  whnt  I  would  do  if  1  had  r 
lod,  as  VdU  liavi',  here,  on  the  lako,  and  a  fri'nd  yondvr. 
TInnin   cnniTi,   in   dai)£^r   of   the   torments.     That's  it, 


lii<  hnnd  silently,  and  always  with 
vf  twinkli.'d  at  the  sight  of  the  other' 


■ed 


■■  \V,.||,  r  v\.-r  h'.v\  a  betrothed;  never  had  the  kind  of 
■I  liii'-^  lo«;inl»  ;iiiy  vnniijr  woman  that  you  have  towards  Hist; 
\hiu<j}\  ll»'  I.'jpd  k[i»ws  my  feelin'a  kind  enniiwb  towards  'em  all  i 
>lill,  niv  lii'iirt,  IIS  ihi'V  (nil  it,  in  such  matlier<(  isn't  touched,  and 
hiroruri'  I  ciiti'l  siiy  wjint  I  would  do,  A  fri'nd  jiulls  strong; 
li/it  I  liMiiw  liy  i'\|"T'i'ue<-,  Sarpent ;  but,  by  all  that  I've  twon 
.hd  lii.'iir<l  I'oiiiiiriiii^'  love,  I'm  led  to  think  that  n  betrothed 
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too,  but  her  mind  is  large.  My  brother  will  see  what  wo  can 
do,  when  the  time  shall  come,  rather  than  let  him  die  under 
Mingo  torments." 

"  Attempt  nothini^  heedlessly,  Delaware,"  said  the  other 
earnestly ;  "  I  suppose  you  must  and  will  have  your  way  ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  it's  right  you  should ;  for  you'd  neither  be  happy 
unless  something  was  undertjiken.  But  attempt  nothing  heed- 
lessly. I  didn't  expect  you'd  quit  the  lake  while  my  matter 
remained  in  unsartainty ;  but  remember,  Sarj^ent,  that  no 
torments  that  Mingo  ingeiuiity  can  invent,  no  ta'ntings  and 
rcvilings,  no  burnings  and  roastings  and  nail-tearings,  nor  any 
other  onhuman  contrivance,  am  so  soon  break  down  my  spirit, 
as  to  find  that  you  and  Hist  have  fallen  into  the  power  of  the 
inemy,  in  striving  to  do  something  for  my  good." 

"  The  Delawares  are  prudent.  The  Deerslayer  will  not  find 
them  running  into  a  slrang(?  camp  with  their  eyes  shut" 

Here  the  dialogue  terminated.  Hetty  announced  that  the 
breakfast  was  ready,  and  the  whole  party  were  soon  seated 
around  the  simple  board,  in  the  usual  primitive  manner  of 
borderers.  Judith  was  the  last  to  take  her  seat,  pale,  silent,  and 
betraying  in  her  count<Miance  that  she  had  passed  a  painful  if 
not  a  sleepless  night.  At  tliis  meal  scarce  a  syllable  was  ex- 
changed, all  the  females  manifesting  want  of  api)etite,  though 
the  two  men  were  unchanged  in  this  particular.  It  was  early 
when  the  party  arose,  and  there  still  remained  several  hours 
before  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  prisoner  to  leave  his  friends. 
The  knowledge  of  this  circumstance,  and  the  interest  all  felt  in 
his  welfare,  induced  the  whole  to  assemble  on  the  platform 
again,  in  the  desire  to  be  near  the  exj>ected  victim,  to  li"^ten  to  his 
discourse,  and,  if  possible,  to  show  their  interest  in  him  by  anti- 
cipating his  wishes.  Deerslayer  himself,  so  far  as  human  eyes 
could  penetrate,  was  wholly  unmoved,  conversing  clieerfully  and 
naturally,  though  he  avoided  any  direct  allusion  to  th(»  exjKvted 
and  great  event  of  the  day.  If  any  evidence  could  be  disco- 
vered of  his  thoughts  reverting  to  that  painful  subject  at  all,  it 


«:.-  Ill   III"   iii;iiiti..r  ill   «lik'li  hi:  sjitiK'  of  dealb  and   the  last 

gV..-.d  dlitll-,'. 

"'ii'ii'Si'  iinl,  Ut'tty ,"  iw  sniil ;  fur  it  was  wliilo  consoling  Ihis 
sinijili'-ii]iii<li.Hl  girl  fur  tlie  lutis  of  her  parents  that  he  tlius  be- 
Irmi'il  his  fivhii^-s  ;  "since  God  has  app'inted  that  nil  nnist  die. 
Your  [iiiri'iitH.  <ir  tlipm  you  fancied  your  pnrcntH,  wliich  is  tlic 
sajiie  thin^r.  have  gune  afore  you ;  this  is  only  in  the  order  of 
tiiilur',  iiiv  good  <rul,  for  tlie  agt^d  go  first  and  liie  yoang  follow. 
ISiit.  uni-  thill,  liitd  a  mother  like  yoiir'n,  UeUy,  cad  be  at  no  W 
tti  liope  tlif  bi^l,  H!i  la  how  nmttcra  will  tiim  out  in  Another 
world.  The  Deluwiire  here  and  Hist  believe  in  happy  hunting- 
{.T'liiiid^,  and  have  idees  befitting  tlieir  notions  and  giRs  an  rcd- 
vkiiis;  but  we,  ivho  ure  of  nhite  blood,  hold  altogether  to  a 
ililfi-ri^nt  doctrine.  Still,  I  rather  conclude  our  heaven  is  tluir 
l.'Mid  of  spirits,  and  Umt  the  path  whieli  lends  to  it  will  be 
li'.iv'L-llcd  by  ill!  colors  iilike.  Tis  oniwesible  for  the  wicked  to 
rriiir  on  it,  I  will  hIIow  ;  but  fri'nds  can  sntrce  be  scpurated, 
iliijijijli  they  are  uot  of  the  same  race  on  'artb.  Keep  up  vonr 
■■j'liil-,  poor  lletti',  and  look  forward  to  tl)e  day  when  you  will 
iiiifi  vour  motlier  iig'in,  and  that  wittiout  pain  or  sorrowing." 

■■  I  do  expect  to  see  mother,"  returned  tlie  truth-telling  and 
M;ii|ik-  prl,  "  but  ivbat  will  become  of  father  T 


"Thai 


111, 


that 


Deliiware,"  said  tile  hunter  in 
doiviiris;ht  non-jilusser  I 
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skins  themselves  imagine,  and  that  we  shall  walk  about  in  the 
flesh  and  know  each  other,  and  talk  together,  and  be  fri'nds 
there  as  we've  been  fri'nds  liere." 

**  Which  of  these  opinions  is  most  ]»]easinu  toyoie,  Deorslayer  ?" 
asked  the  girl,  willing  tr>  indulge  his  melancholy  mood,  and  far 
from  being  free  from  its  influence  hei-sclf.  **  Would  it  be 
disagreeable  to  think  that  you  should  m^^t  all  who  are  now  on 
this  platform  in  another  world  ?  Or  have  you  known  enough 
of  us  here,  to  be  glad  to  see  us  no  more  ?" 

'*  The  last  would  make  death  a  bitti^r  portion ;  yes,  it  would. 
It's  eight  good  years  since  tlie  Sarpent  and  I  began  to  hunt 
together,  and  the  thought  that  we  were  never  to  meet  ag'in 
would  be  a  hard  thought  to  me.  He  looks  forward  to  the  time 
when  he  shall  chase  a  sort  of  spirit-deer,  in  company,  on  plains 
where  there's  no  thorns,  or  brambles,  or  marshes,  or  other  hard- 
ships to  overcome  ;  whereas,  I  can't  fall  into  all  these  notions, 
seeing  that  they  appear  to  be  ag'in  reason.  Spirits  can't  eat, 
nor  have  they  any  use  for  clothes  ;  and  deer  can  only  rightfully 
be  chased  to  be  slain,  or  shiin,  unless  it  be  for  the  venison  or 
the  hides.  Now  I  find  it  hard  to  suppose  that  blessed  spirits 
can  be  put  to  chasing  game  without  an  object^  tormenting  the 
dumb  animals  just  for  the  plea'^ure  and  agreeableness  of  their 
own  amusements.  I  never  yet  j)ulled  a  trigger  on  buck  or  doe, 
Judith,  unless  when  food  or  clothes  was  wanting." 

"  The  recollection  of  which,  I  )eei-slayer,  must  now  be  a  great 
consolation  to  you." 

"It  is  the  thought  of  such  things,  my  fri'nds,  that  enables  a  man 
to  keep  his  furlough.  It  might  Ik*  done  without  it,  I  own  ;  for 
the  worst  redskins  sometimes  do  their  duty  in  this  matter:  but 
it  makes  that  which  might  otherwise  be  hard,  easy,  if  not  alto- 
gether to  our  liking.  Nt^thing  truly  makes  a  lK)lder  heart  than 
a  light  conscience." 

Judith  turned  paler  than  ever,  but  she  struggled  for  self-com- 
mand and  succeeded  in  obUnning  it.  The  conflict  had  been 
F^vere  however,  and  it  left  her  so  little  disposed  to  speak,  that 
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returned  the  other  earnestly.     ''  No  Indian  hunts  after  he  is 
dead." 

**  No  wicked  Indian,  I  grant  you  ;  no  wicked  Indian  sartainly. 
He  is  obliged  to  carry  the  ammunition,  and  to  look  on  without 
sharing  in  the  sport,  and  to  cook,  and  to  light  the  fires,  and  to 
do  everj'thing  that  isn't  manful.  Now  mind,  I  don't  tell  you 
these  are  my  idees,  but  they  are  Hist's  idees,  and,  therefore,  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  the  less  you  say  to  her  ag'in  'em  the  bCJtter." 

"  And  what  are  your  ideas  of  tlie  fate  of  an  Indian  in  the 
other  world  ?"  demanded  Judith,  who  had  just  found  her  voice. 

"  Ah  !  gal,  anything  but  that !  I  am  too  christianized  to  ex- 
pect anything  so  fanciful  fis  hunting  and  fishing  after  death ; 
nor  do  I  believe  there  is  one  Manitou  for  the  red-skin,  and 
anothor  for  a  pale-face.  You  find  different  colors  on  'arth,  as 
any  one  may  see,  but  you  don't  find  different  natur's.  Different 
gifts,  but  only  one  natur'." 

"  In  what  is  a  gift  different  from  a  nature  ?  Is  not  nature 
itself  a  i^ft  from  God  ?" 

'*  Sartilin ;  that's  quick-thoughted  and  creditable,  Judith, 
though  the  main  idee  is  wrong.  A  natur'  is  the  creatur'  iU^elf ; 
its  wishes,  wants,  idees,  and  feelin's,  as  all  are  lx)rn  in  him.  This 
natur'  never  can  be  changed  in  the  main,  though  it  may  undergo 
some  increase  or  l(»ssening.  Now,  gifts  come  of  sarcumstances. 
Thus,  if  you  put  a  man  in  a  town,  he  gets  town  gifts ;  in  a  set- 
tlement, settlement  gifts ;  in  a  forest,  gifts  of  the  woods.  A 
soldier  has  soldierly  gifts  and  a  missionary  preaching  gifts.  All 
these  increase  and  strengthen  until  they  get  to  fortify  natur'  as 
it  might  be,  and  excuse  a  thousjind  acts  and  idees.  Still  the 
creatur'  is  th(i  same  at  the  b<»ttom  ;  ju*tt  tis  a  man  who  is  clad  in 
regimentals  is  the  same  as  the  man  that  is  clad  in  skins.  The 
gannents  make  a  chang**  to  the  eye,  and  some  change  in  the 
conduct  perhaps ;  but  none  in  the  man.  Ilerein  lies  the  apology 
for  gifts ;  seein'  that  you  expect  different  conduct  from  one 
in  silks  and  satins  from  one  in  homespun  ;  though  the  Lord, 
who  didn't  make  the  dresses,  but  who  made  the  creatur's  them- 
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■;  oiilj-  at  his  own  work.  TliU  isn't  ra'al  maeiooarf 
It  it's  !is  t)car  it  as  a  man  of  white  color  n««d  be. 
liuk-  Jid  I  tliiiik  to  be  talking  of  snch  matti^rs  to- 
V  'iiw  iif  our  weaknesses  never  to  know  what  will 
~s.     Slt'p  into  the  ark  with  in?,  Judith,  for  a  mitiuio. 


iviUi  V 


>  conceal. 


lai.l  .,.. 


■Iiiilitli  iMiiiplit'd  witli  a  willingness  she  co 
jll.iwing  tilt'  liuiiior  into  the  cabin,  she  took  u  seat  oD  a  stool 
liili' till;  viiuii^  man  brought  Kilideer,  the  rifle  she  had  given 
111.  oiit  i>f  ii  iMriiiT,  iin<l  placed  himself  on  nnother,  with  the 
II  lii>  knees.  After  turning  the  piece  round  and 
\;tniining  its  lock  and  its  breech  with  a  son  of 
>iiliiity,  he  laid  it  down  aiid  proceeded  to  the  sub- 
.1  induced  him  to  desire  tht>  interview. 
;iud  you,  Judith,  to  lutv  that  3'ou  gave  me  this 
"  I  -igreed  to  take  it  because  a  young  wonum 
|i;iilii'ular  use  for  lire-arnis.  Tlie  we'pon  ha«  a 
nil  it  dMarveft  it,  and  ought  of  right  tu  be  carried 
Ml  .iiid  stire  hand,  fur  ttie  best  reputation  may  be 


■I  nhidi  li 
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own  this  rifle  or  any  other  ?  Tliat  is  a  serious  question  for  our 
thoughts  to  rest  on,  and  should  that  happen  which  is  so  likely 
to  happen,  Killdeer  would  be  without  an  owner." 

Judith  listened  with  a]>pareut  composure,  though  the  conflict 
within  came  near  overj)owering  her.  Appreciating  the  singuhir 
character  of  her  companion,  liowever,  she  succeeded  in  appearing 
calm ;  though,  had  not  his  attention  been  drawn  exclusively  to 
the  rifle,  a  man  of  his  keenness  of  observation  could  scarce  have 
failed  to  detect  the  agony  of  mind  with  which  the  girl  had 
hearkened  to  his  words.  Her  great  self-command,  notwith- 
standing, enabled  her  to  pursue  the  subject  in  a  way  still  to  de- 
ceive him. 

"  What  would  you  have  me  do  with  the  weapon,"  she  asked, 
•*  should  that  wliich  you  seem  to  expect,  take  j)lace  ?" 

"  That^s  just  what  I  wanted  to  speak  to  you  about,  Judith — 
that's  just  it.  There's  Chingachgook,  now,  though  far  from 
being  parfect  sartainty  with  a  rifle — for  few  red-skins  ever  get 
to  be  that — though  far  from  being  parfect  sartiiinty,  he  is  re- 
spectable, and  is  coming  on.  Nevertheless,  he  is  my  fri'nd ; 
and  all  the  better  fri'nd,  perhai)s,  because  there  never  can  be  any 
hard  feelin's  at  ween  us,  touch  in'  our  gifts ;  his'n  bein'  red,  and 
mine  bein'  altogether  white.  Now,  I  should  like  to  leave  Kill- 
deer  to  the  Sarpent,  should  anything  happen  to  keep  me  from 
doing  credit  and  honor  to  your  precious  gift,  Judith." 

"  Leave  it  to  whom  you  please,  I  )o<'rslayer ;  the  rifle  is  your 
own,  to  do  with  as  you  please ;  Chingachgook  shall  have  it, 
should  you  never  return  to  claim  it,  if  that  be  your  wish." 

"  Has  Hetty  been  consult(*d  in  this  matter  ?  Proi)erty  goes 
from  the  parent  to  the  children,  and  not  to  one  child  in  par- 
lic'lar." 

"  If  you  place  your  right  on  that  of  the  law,  Deerslayer,  I  tear 
none  of  as  can  claim  to  be  the.  owner.  Thomas  Hutt<»r  was  no 
more  the  father  of  Esther,  than  he  wjis  the  father  of  Judith. 
Judith  and  Esther  we  are,  truly,  having  no  other  name." 

"  There  may  \x'  law  in  that,  but  there's  no  great  reason,  gal. 
Accordin'  to  the  custom  of  t:tiiiili<.*s,  the  goods  are  your'n^  and 

21 


fully  :iss(M)t*Ml    to    th<'   |»ruj>osal   to 
right  of  o\vnor>lii|»  to  the  niiicli  Co 
seeiiK'd  j)orfi*ctly  hap]>y,  for  the  tin; 
again  examining  and  re-examining 
termination  to  ]>iit  its  merits  to  a  pr 
spot     No  boy  could  have  been  mor 
ties  of  his  trumj>et  or  his  cross-bo^ 
was  to  prove  those  of  his  rifle.     Ret 
first  took  the  Delaware  aside  and  ii 
brated  piece  was  to  become  his  proj 
'  'i''  thing  serious  befalHng  himself. 

I  -r  ^  **  This  is  a  new  reason  why  you  sh 

y  not  run  into  any  oncalculated  dan&cer 

;  '  it  will  be  a  victory  of  itself,  to  a  tril 

this !     The  Mingos  will  turn  green 

more,  they  will  not  ventur'  heedlessly 

known  to  be  kept     So  look  well  to  it 

that  you've  now  to  watch  over  a  thin, 

•:  a  creatur\  without  its  faihn's.     Hist  n 

I  dous  to  you,  but  Killdeer  will  have  t 

\  your  whole  people." 

>  "One  rifle  like  another  On/*— i 
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basket-maker,  at  the  best.  Such  a  man  may  hoe  corn,  and 
keep  soul  and  body  together,  but  he  can  never  know  tlie  savory 
morsels  of  venison,  or  tell  a  beards  ham  from  a  hog^s.  Come, 
my  \rVnd,  such  another  occasion  may  never  offer  ag'in,  and  I 
feel  a  strong  craving  for  a  trial  with  this  celebrated  piece. 
You  shall  bring  out  your  own  rifle,  and  I  will  just  sight  Kill- 
deer  in  a  careless  way,  in  order  that  we  may  know  a  few  of  its 
secret  vartues.'' 

As  this  proposition  served  to  relieve  the  thoughts  of  the 
whole  party,  by  giving  them  a  new  direction,  while  it  was  hkely 
to  produce  no  unpleasant  result,  every  one  was  willing  to  enter 
into  it ;  the  girls  bringing  forth  the  fire-arms  with  an  alacrity 
bordering  on  cheerfulness.  Hutter's  armory  was  well  supplied, 
possessing  several  rifles,  all  of  which  were  habitually  kept  loaded, 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  sudden  demand  for  their  use.  On  the 
present  occasion,  it  only  remained  to  freshen  the  primings,  and 
each  piece  was  in  a  state  for  service,  lliis  was  soon  done,  jis 
all  assisted  in  it,  the  females  being  as  expert  in  this  part  of  tlie 
system  of  defence,  as  their  male  companions. 

**  Now,  Sarpent,  weMl  begin  in  an  humble  way,  using  old 
Tom's  commoners  first,  and  coming  to  your  we'pon  and  Killdeer 
as  the  winding-up  observations,"  said  Deerslayer,  delighted  to 
be  again,  weapon  in  hand,  ready  to  display  his  skill.  "  Here's 
birds  in  abundance,  some  in,  and  some  over  the  lake,  and  they 
keep  at  just  a  good  range,  hovering  round  the  hut.  Speak  your 
mind,  Delaware,  and  p'int  out  the  creatur'  you  wish  to  alarm. 
Here's  a  diver,  nearest  in,  off  to  the  eastward,  and  that's  a 
creatur'  that  buries  itself  at  the  flash,  and  will  be  like  enough  to 
try  both  piece  and  powder." 

Chingachgook  was  a  man  of  few  words.  No  sooner  was  the 
bird  pointed  out  to  him  than  he  took  his  aim  and  fired.  The 
duck  dived  at  the  flash,  as  had  been  expected,  and  the  bullet 
skipped  harmlessly  along  the  surface  of  the  lake,  first  striking 
the  water  within  a  few  inches  of  the  spot  where  the  bird  had  so 
lately  swum.  Deerslayer  laughed  cordially  and  naturally;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  threw  himself  into  an  attitude  of  preparar 


II.  Mul  stiHil  k<'<'[il_v  u'lilcliiiiir  tlie  ehtftof  i)Iiu:id  water,  1^- 
itk  ;i  ilirk  -;•■•[  h\'[-:itoi\.  imd  Llicii  the  duck  uruw  to  breathe, 
a  sln>'.k  ii^  uiii^.  Whili-  ill  this  ueU  a  bullet  juissetl  dinx-tly 
ni.;rli  it'>  l>:vii-[.  iK'tually  luriii[i^r  it  vwt  lir<.'l<;s$,  on  iU  Uniik. 

ili<-  iii'\t  iii'iiii.-iit.  IXvishi\vr  hUfiid  witL  the  bri'iKh  of  his 
'  rill  ill.'  |>l;itr'<.iriii,  iia  lmii>[uil  .is  if  iiuthiuir  liad  liapiH^ni^ 
iii^li  Inii^'liiii'.'  ill  Ilia  owtl  |><«uli:ir  iiiiiuiier. 
•  nuivV  iiii  ^ri.-;it  trial  of  the  jiiitL-s  iu  tiiatl"'  liw  said,  as  if 
xi.iii-  !■■  ].ri:v,-iii  a  falsi;  iiii[ire«!Hoii  of  his  own  iiuTit,  *•  So, 
It  iTi«.{\  ii.'iilK-r  fur  uor  Hir*iii  tlie  ritk-s  scciuir  it  was  all 
ii'kii.'~~  ••{  liniiil  and  i-ye.  I  took  tlu'  bird  at  .1  dis:iilviiiiL-u^, 
Ji.'  Kii-iii  li^tv,'  !r..t  uiidor,  a^'aiii.  aforo  th:.-  bulk-t  n.-acliud  liim. 
Lt  ilii'  S:ir)"-iit  i^  tii-i  u'isi"  U>  mind  siidi  trii^ks,  haviii^j  loug 
•11  ui.ii  to  ilii-iii.  Uo  you  roiiiomb-r  the  UiiU',  dii.'f,  when 
II  tlioii.rlit  >.>iirs.-)l'  >arl:iin  of  llii^  wild-goose,  and  I  took  him 
I  .>!"  n.iir  v.ry  <■}•■*.  lis  it  mi^jlit  be,  with  a  Httl.;  smoke! 
.iv-^i-viT  sui'li  tiling  jj:i-is  tiir  nothing,  zitnvcn  fri'nds,  aud 
iiti.:;  Uk  will  li:nx-  ili.-ir  fun.  JinliUi.     Ay,  here's  juat  ihe  Wrd 

«iiiii.  I'll'  it'.-  as  pMil  lor  ill.;  tire  as  it  is  for  the  Mm,  and 
-liiuild  tx.'  lu^t  that  ean  ha  turned  to  iuat  a<woBnt 
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words,  and  proceeded  to  execution.  This  time  his  aim  was  more 
careful  than  U'fore,  and  his  suc^'oss  in  proportion.  Tlie  bird  had 
a  wing  crippled,  and  fluttered  along  the  water  screaming,  mate- 
rially increasing  its  distance  from  its  enemies. 

"That  bird  must  be  put  out  of  pain,"  exclaimed  Deerslayer, 
the  moment  the  animal  endoavorod  to  rise  on  the  wing ;  "  and 
this  is  the  rifle  and  the  eye  to  do  it." 

The  duck  w:us  still  floundering  along,  when  the  fatal  bullet 
overtook  it,  sev»»rinu  th»»  head  from  the  neck,  as  neatlv  as  if  it 
had  been  done  with  an  axe.  Hist  had  indulgi'd  in  a  low  cry  of 
delight,  at  the  success  of  the  young  Indian  ;  but  now  she  afl'octed 
to  frown  and  resent  the  greater  skill  of  his  friend.  The  chief, 
on  the  contrary,  uttered  the  usual  exclamation  of  |>leasure,  and 
his  smile  proved  how  much  he  admired,  and  how  little  he 
envied. 

"Never  mind  tlie  gal,  Sarpent;  never  mind  Hist's  feehn's, 
which  will  neither  choke  nor  drown,  slay  nor  Inmutifv,"  said 
Deerslayer,  laughing.  "Tis  natVal  for  women  to  enter  into 
their  husband^s  victories  and  defeats,  and  you  are  as  g(K>d  as 
man  and  wife,  so  far  a<»  pn-judice  and  fri^idship  go.  Here  is  a 
bird  over  head,  that  will  put  the  piect^s  to  the  jiroof ;  I  chal- 
lenge you  to  an  upward  aim,  with  a  flying  targ(»t.  That's  a 
ra'al  proof,  and  one  that  needs  sartain  rifles,  as  well  as  sartain 
eyes." 

The  species  of  eagle  that  frequents  the  water,  and  lives  on 
fish,  was  also  ])resent,  and  one  was  hovering  at  a  considerable 
height  above  the  hut,  gre«dily  watching  for  an  opportunity  to 
make  a  swoop;  its  hungry  young  elevating  their  heads  from  a 
nest  that  was  in  sight,  in  the  naked  summit  of  a  dead  [>iiie. 
Chingjichgook  silently  turned  a  new  piece  against  this  bird,  and 
after  carefully  watching  his  time,  fired.  A  wider  circuit  than 
common,  denot<»d  that  the  mess(jnger  had  pa'^sed  through  the 
air  at  no  great  distance  from  the  bird,  though  it  missed  its 
object  Deerslayer,  whose  aim  was  not  more  true  thim  it  wjia 
quick,  fired  as  soon  as  it  was  certain  his  friend  had  missed,  and 
the  deep  swoop   that  followed  left  it  momentarily  doubtful 
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uhi'thcr  the  cagh  vas  hit  or  not     The  marksman  biiiiaetf, 

iVii'iul  r..  s^i-i;:.'  iinWlicT  rifle,  for  he  saw  signs  on  the  part  of  the 
l-ii.]  i.f;iil  iiit.'titimi  to  quit  tlie  spot 

"  [  m:i(i<'  liiiti  wink,  Siirpont;  I  do  think  his  feathers  were 
riitHi'J.  but  no  bliHid  hnfl  yet  been  drawn,  nor  is  that  old  piece 
fit  fur  SI)  iHt't'  and  quick  a  fiiglit  Quick,  Delaware;  you'i'e 
uliw  a  bt'ltiT  rilli',  and,  Judith,  bring  out  Killdeer,  for  this  is 
tlu>  iKx-:ision  111  trv  his  ineritii,  if  he  has  'em  V 

A  gi'iit'ral  movement  followed,  eaeti  of  tlio  competitors  got 
rcnily,  aiul  the  ^irU  stood  io  eager  expectation  of  the  resalt 
The  i-nt;lp  had  made  a  wide  circuit  after  his  low  swoop,  and 
fiuiiiing  liis  wiiy  upwards,  once  more  hovered  nearly  ovi-r  tlio 
but,  iit  ii  cii*taiiee  even  greater  tlian  before.  ChingachiriMk 
gajM'd  iit  him.  and  then  expressed  iiis  opinion  of  the  impos- 
Bibiliiy  of  strikiiiiT  a  bird  at  that  great  height  and  while  ho  was 
sn  Mi'arly  gHTpiiiilicular,  as  to  the  range.  Bui  a  low  murmar 
sudden  impulse,  and  he  6red.  Tlio 
ilali-d.  the  f 
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'*  Upon  two  stnny  Utbles,  spread  before  her, 

Sh^  loaned  her  bu^oiii,  more  than  stony  hard ; 

There  slept  the  Impurti'tl  judge,  and  strict  restorer 

or  wrung  or  right,  with  ptiia  or  with  rewanl ; 

There  hang  the  score  of  all  our  debts,  the  card 

Where  good,  and  b:id,  and  life,  and  death,  were  painted , 

\Vas  never  heart  of  mortal  so  untainted. 
But  when  the  roll  was  read,  with  thousand  terrors  fainted.** 

Giles  Flbtcbbk. 

**  WeVe  done  an  iinthoughtful  thing,  Sarpent — ^}'es,  Judith, 
we've  done  an  unthoughtful  thing  in  Uikiiig  life  with  an  object 
no  bettor  than  vanity!"  exclaimed  Deerslayer,  when  the  Dela- 
ware held  up  the  enormous  bird,  by  its  wings,  and  exhibited  the 
dying  eyes  riveted  on  its  enemies  with  the  gaze  that  the  help- 
less ever  fasten  on  their  d«jstroyers.  "Twas  more  Womin' 
two  boys  to  gratify  their  fet'liifs  in  this  onthoughtful  manner, 
than  two  warriors  on  a  war-path,  oven  though  it  be  their  first. 
Ah's  me !  well,  as  a  punishment  I'll  quit  you  at  once,  and 
when  I  find  mvs<4f  alone  with  them  blood v-minded  Miniros,  it's 
more  than  hke  Til  have  occii'^ion  to  remember  that  life  is  sweet, 
even  to  the  beast**  of  the  woods  and  the  fowls  of  th<^  air.  Ilere, 
Judith ;  there's  Killd<»er ;  take  him  back  ag'in,  and  keep  him 
for  some  hand  that's  more  desarving  to  own  such  a  piece." 

*'  I  know  of  none  as  deserving  as  your  own,  Deerslayer," 
answered  the  girl  in  haste;  "none  but  yours  shall  keep  the 
rifle." 

*'If  it  depended  on  skill,  you  riiight  be  right  enough,  gal, 
but  we  should  know  when  to  use  fire-arms  as  well  as  Jmw  to 
use 'em.  I  haven't  I'arnt  the  first  duty  yet,  it  seems  ;  so  keep 
the  peace  till  I  have.  The  sight  of  a  dyin'  and  distressed 
creatar',  even  though   it  be  only  a  bird,   brings  wholesome 
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louf^lils  to  n  mnn  wlio  don't  know  how  soon  his  own  time  mav 
.•uh:  ami  will)  (,i  pn-ttj-  sarUiiii  thnt  it  will  come  afore  the  sun 
■Is;  IM  ;;i\.'  h;ii:k  nil  my  vwti  feelin's and  rej'icin's  in  hnnii  anJ 
!■'.  it  rli.ii  [1.11  ii-  vi^Il'  «h«  only  on  its  nest  ag'in  with  its  youiif;, 
nil-ill"  ilii-  I.iirJ,  fi)r  unyt}iiug  that  wc  can  know  about  the 
laiii-r,  fill  lii-iilth  iind  Strength  !" 
'rill-  li>t.'iii.'is  wi-re  cuiifounih'd  with  this  jtroof  of  sudden  re- 
oiit.'iiiL'i'  ill  thi.>  Iiunter,  and  thnt,  too.  for  an  indulgence  so  very 
iniiinni,  ili.it  iiiiiii  seldom  stop  to  weigh  its  coDse<)uenco^  or 
11-  ]i!iy>ii.:i!  -iitU'riiiji;  it  mny  bring  on  the  uuof&iiding  and  hel[v- 
-s-i.  'I'lii'  I  )'.'lnn';tre  underRtood  wliut  was  said,  though  he 
j.iio'  iitiiliTsli«id  the  feelings  which  had  pronii'ted  the  words 
11.1  l.y  «:iy  .,f  iii~|H.siiig  of  llie  difficulty,  lie  drew  his  keen  knite 
11.1  s.'v.Ti-il  ihi-  IhmJ  of  the  sufferer  from  its  body, 
■■  \Vli;ii  n  iliiii;;  is  [>oiver  !"  continued  the  liunter,  "  and  what 
ihiiiL^  ic  is  |i.>  haw  it,  and  nut  to  know  how  to  use  it !  It's  no 
i.ii.liT.  -Iiiilith.  that  the  gn-at  so  often  fiul  of  their  duties,  when 
veil  liir  liiili'  mill  (he  humble  find  it  so  hard  to  do  what's  right, 
it  I.>  do  wh:it's  wrong.      Tlieii,  how  one  evil  act  brings 
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stands  in  its  nakedness,  and  not  aggravated  by  any  unheeded 
calls  to  forbear.  Well,  well,  bitter  thoughts  are  hard  to  be 
borne  at  all  times,  but  there's  times  when  theyVo  harder  than 
at  others." 

Little  did  Deerslayer  know,  while  thus  indulging  in  feelings 
that  were  natural  to  the  man,  and  so  strictly  in  accordance  with 
his  own  unsojiliisticated  and  just  principles,  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  inscrutable  Providence  which  so  uniformly  and  yet  so 
mysteriously  covers  all  events  with  its  mantle,  the  very  fault  ho 
was  disposed  so  severely  to  censure,  was  to  be  made  the  means 
of  determining  his  own  earthly  fate.  The  mode  and  the  mo- 
ment in  which  he  was  to  feel  the  influence  of  this  interference, 
it  would  be  premature  to  relate,  but  both  will  aj>j)ear  in  the 
course  of  the  succeeding  chapters.  As  for  the  young  man,  he 
now  slowly  left  th<^  ark,  like  one  sorrowiuLf  for  his  misdeeds,  and 
seated  himself  in  silence  on  the  platform.  By  this  time  the  sun 
had  ascended  to  some  height,  and  its  appearance,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  his  pres<'nt  feelings,  induced  him  to  prepare  to  de- 
part The  Delaware  got  the  canoe  ready  for  his  friend  as  soon 
as  apprised  of  his  intention,  while  Hist  busied  herself  in  making 
the  few  arrangements  that  were  tliought  necessary  to  his  com- 
fort. All  this  was  done  without  ostentation,  but  in  a  way  that 
left  Deerslayer  fully  acquainted  with,  and  equally  disposed  to 
appreciate  the  motive.  When  all  was  ready,  })oth  returned  to 
the  side  of  Judith  an«l  llettv — neither  of  whom  had  moved 
from  the  spot  where  the  young  hunter  sat. 

"  The  best  fri'nd«^  must  often  part,"  the  last  began,  when  ho 
saw  the  whole  party  grouped  around  him.  **  Yes,  fri'ndshi|) 
can't  alter  the  wavs  of  Provid(tnc<^ ;  and  let  our  feelin's  be  as 
they  may,  we  must  part.  Vso  ofU'u  thought  there's  moments 
when  our  words  <lwe]l  hunger  on  the  mind  than  common,  and 
when  advice  is  romcmlH?nd,  just  lx*cause  the  mouth  that  gives 
it,  isn't  likely  to  givi*  it  ag'in.  No  one  knows  what  will  happen 
in  the  world ;  and  therefore  it  may  Ixi  well,  when  fri'nds  sepa- 
rate under  a  liki^lihood  that  the  parting  may  be  long,^  to  say  a 

few  words  in  kindness,  as  a  sort  of  keepsakes.     If  all  but  ono 

21* 


I 


t.'[i.l  tii.'Ll  Ah-  A,M  :L<v.mi|v.iiv  < 
•'1^    tliis    «i-,.,  .Iii-lilli;       iVs 

cimislaiiii's,  a  f.',Kli'  riiliiU  !■*  : 
skins ;  but  when  their  ft-elin's 
reven^,  it's  hard  to  sny  wlint  r 

"  What  wpre  vmi  nbout  to 
whoee  geiitlcnp^s  of  loicc  and  r 
demesa  thoiiffh  Aiq  slru^Ied  1 
ap|irt>honsiuiis  in  suhjecbon. 

"  Wh),  simiily  that  there  are 
as  little  gilUJ  with  reason  and 
bett«r  not  witness  So  Judith, 
land  alone  nnd  to  keep  vour  sist 

"  Ne\er  ftar  for  me  Deer>.lay< 
hended  enoncth  of  the  discourse  1 
feeble-minded,  and  that,  they  sa; 
wbere ;  and  wlint  tliat  won't  exi 
count  of  the  biMe  I  nlwnj's  carry 
all  sort*  of  men,  the  trn|ijjers  as  i 
well  as  white,  Mingos  as  well  af 
fi-i.r  tbe  bible  !" 

"  I  tliiiik  von  have  not  th.^  lo 
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Belf  ready,  Hetty,  and  go  into  the  canoe,  for  I've  a  few  parting 
words  to  say  to  your  sister,  which  can  do  you  no  good." 

Judith  and  her  companion  continued  silent  until  Hetty  had  so 
far  complied  as  to  leave  them  alone,  when  Deerslayer  took  up 
the  subject  ns  if  it  luid  been  interrupt<*d  by  some  ordinary  occur- 
rence, and  in  a  very  matter-of-fact  way. 

*'  Words  s|K)ken  at  parting,  and  which  may  be  the  last  we 
ever  hear  from  a  fri'nd,  are  not  soon  forgotten,"  he  repeated, 
"  and  so,  Judith,  1  intend  to  speak  to  you  like  a  brother,  seein' 
I'm  not  old  enough  to  be  your  father.  In  the  first  place,  I  wish 
to  caution  you  ag'in  your  inimies,  of  which  two  may  be  said 
to  ha'nt  your  very  foot*tej)s,  and  to  beset  your  ways.  The 
first  is  oncommon  good  looks,  which  is  as  dangerous  a  foe  to 
some  young  women  as  a  whole  tribe  of  Mingos  could  prove,  and 
which  calls  for  great  watchfulness ;  not  to  admire  and  praise ; 
but  to  distrust  and  sarcumvent.  Yes,  good  looks  may  be  sar- 
cumvented,  and  fairly  outwitted,  too.  In  order  to  do  this, 
you've  only  to  remember  that  they  melt  like  the  snows ;  and, 
when  once  gone,  they  never  come  back  ag'in.  The  seasons 
come  and  go,  Judith ;  and  if  we  have  winter,  with  storms  and 
frosts,  and  spring,  with  chilLs  and  leafless  trees,  we  have  sum- 
mer, with  its  sun  and  glorious  skies,  and  fall,  with  its  fruits, 
and  a  garment  thrown  over  the  forest  that  no  beauty  of  the 
town  could  rummage  out  of  all  the  shops  in  America.  'Arth  is 
an  eternal  roimd,  the  goodness  of  God  bringing  back  the  plea- 
sant when  we've  had  enough  of  the  onpleasant  But  it's  not  so 
with  good  looks.  They  arc  lent  for  a  short  time  in  youth,  to  be 
used  and  not  abused  ;  and,  as  I  never  met  with  a  young  woman 
to  whom  Provid(»nc<}  has  been  as  bountiful  as  it  has  to  you, 
Judith,  in  this  ])artic'lar,  I  warn  you,  as  it  might  be  with  my 
dyin'  breath,  to  beware  of  the  inimy ;  fri'nd  or  inimy,  as  we  deal 
with  the  gift." 

It  was  so  grateful  to  Judith  to  hear  these  unequivocal  admis- 
sions of  her  personal  charms,  that  much  would  have  been  for- 
given to  the  man  who  made  them,  let  him  be  who  he  might 
But,  at  that  moment,  and  from  a  far  better  feeUng,  it  would  not 


"  I  ln'  otlitT  is    ^iviii'  way  afor 
ju.l_rm''i!f.,  I  tiii<l,  Judith  ;  y«*s^  ho 
|'u>«\l.      Il<>wsi'vcr,  haviii'  o|xnicd 
to  t'lul  it  hutiestlv.     The  first  ini 
of,  as  I've  already  lold  jou,  Judit 
and  the  next  is  an  oncoininun  km 
If  the  first  is  bad,  the  hist  doesn't,  i 
so  far  as  safety  and  |>eace  of  mind  ; 
How  much  longer  the  young  ma 
1  simple  and  unsuspecting,  but  well-ii 

I  not  be  easy  to  say,  liad  he  not  been 

bursting  into  tears,  and  giving  wa] 
which  was  so  much  the  more  violei 
been  with  so  much  difficulty  suppres 
so  violent  and  uncontrollable  that  D 
led,  and  he  was  abundantly  repentai 
discovered  how  much  greater  was 
words  than  he  had  anticii)ated.  Ev« 
are  usually  a|>j)eased  by  the  signs  o 
i  ',  of  Deerslayer  did  not  require  proofs 

in  order  to  bring  him  down  to  a  le 
tUa  m-i  ^—  "-     '' 
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Fri'nclship's  an  awful  thing !  Sometimes  it  chides  us  for  not 
having  done  enough ;  and  then  ag'in  it  speaks  in  strong  words 
for  havin'  done  too  much.  Ilowsever,  I  acknowledge  IVe  over- 
done the  matter,  and  Jts  Tve  a  ra'al  and  strong  regard  for  you, 
I  rejoice  to  say  it,  inasmuch  as  it  proves  how  much  better  you 
are  tlian  my  own  vanity  and  consaits  liad  made  you  out  to  bo." 

Judith  now  removed  her  liands  from  her  face,  her  tears  had 
ceased,  and  she  unveiled  a  countenance  so  winning,  with  the 
smile  which  rendered  it  even  radiant,  that  the  young  man  gazed 
at  her,  for  a  moment,  with  speechless  delight. 

"  Say  no  more,  Deerslayer,"  she  hastily  interposed,  "  it  pains 
me  to  hear  you  find  fault  with  youreelf.  I  know  my  own 
weakness  all  the  better,  now  I  see  that  you  have  discovered  it ; 
the  lesson,  bitter  as  I  have  found  it  for  a  moment,,  shall  not  be 
forgotten.  We  will  not  talk  any  longer  of  these  things,  for  I  do 
not  feel  myself  brave  enough  for  the  undertaking,  and  I  should 
not  like  the  Delawares,  or  Hist,  or  even  Hetty,  to  notice  my 
weakness.  Farewell,  Deerslayer,  may  God  bless  and  protect  you 
as  your  honest  heart  deserves  blessing  and  protection,  and  as  I 
must  think  he  will." 

Judith  had  so  far  regained  the  superiority  that  properly  be- 
longed to  her  better  education,  high  spirit,  and  surpassing  per- 
fwnal  advantages,  as  to  preserve  the  ascendency  she  had  thus 
accidentally  obtained,  and  effectually  prevent«'d  any  return  to 
the  subject  that  was  as  singularly  interrupted  as  it  had  been 
singularly  introducted.  The  young  man  i)ermitted  her  to  have 
everything  her  own  way,  and  when  she  ]»ressed  his  hard  hand 
in  both  her  own,  he  made  no  resistance,  but  submitted  to  the 
homage  as  quietly,  and  with  quite  as  matter  of  course  a  manner, 
as  a  sovereign  would  have  received  a  similar  tribute  from  a  sub- 
ject,  or  the  mistress  from  her  suiter.  Feeling  had  flushed  the 
face  and  illuminated  the  whole  countenance  of  the  girl,  and  her 
beauty  was  never  more  resplendent  than  when  she  cast  a  part- 
ing glance  at  the  youth.  That  glance  was  filled  with  anxiety. 
interest,  and  gentle  pity.  At  the  next  instant  slio  darted  into 
tlie  hut  and  was  seen  do  more  ;  though  she  spoke  to  Hist  from 
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itilow,  (o  iiiR>nn  hoT  tliat  their  friend  expected  her  iippMV- 


II  kiHin'  (• 
!-W:.l,.  U 


inir  til.- 
11   l].):u<1 


iwli  of  red-skin  natur",  and  red-«kiii  tui^iM, 
■L'  iJio  condition  I  am  in  on  account  of  tUis 
L'd  tlic  huiitvr,  in  Delaware,  as  noon  as  the 
VI-  jrirl  of  that  peoiile  liad  moved  quietlj  to 
therefore  bettt  ondersUiid  how  onhkely  I 
voii  a;r'in.  Tve  bnt  little  to  say  ;  b«it  that 
ff-hvin'  amimg  your  jicojJe,  ntiil  (nun  havin' 
llieir  usages.  Tlie  life  of  a  noinari  u  hard 
mist  own,  though  I'm  not  oj^iiiionated  in 
>lor,  that  it  U  lianJer  among  the  reil-inen 
]iale-fiicet>.  This  U  a  p'int  on  which  Chris- 
if  Wisting  can  be  set  down  for  Chris- 
er  or  form,  which  I  rather  ttiink  it  cannoL 
,-n  have  tlieir  trials.  Ked  women  have 
Jiould  call  the  Dat'ral  way,  wliile  while 
iKieulutiHl  like.  Bear  your  burden,  Hist, 
iber,  if  it  be  a  little  toilramiL  how  much 
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great  protection.  And,  now,  ask  the  Sarpcnt  to  come  and 
speak  with  me,  for  a  moment,  and  carry  away  will)  you  all  my 
best  wishes  and  prayers.  I  shall  think  of  you,  Hist,  and  of 
your  intended  husband,  let  what  may  come  to  j)ass,  and  always 
wish  you  well,  here  and  hereafter,  whether  the  hist  is  to  be 
acoordincT  to  Indian  idees  or  Christian  doctrines." 

Hist  shed  no  tear  at  parting.  She  was  sustained  by  the 
high  resolution  of  one  who  had  decided  on  her  course ;  but  her 
dark  eyes  were  luminous  with  the  feelings  that  glowed  within, 
and  her  jpretty  countenance  beamed  with  an  expression  of  deter- 
mination that  was  in  marked  and  singular  contrast  to  its  ordi- 
nary gentleness.  It  was  but  a  minute  ere  the  Delaware 
advanced  to  the  side  of  his  fnend  with  the  light,  noiseless  tread 
of  an  Indian. 

**  Come  thls-a-way,  Sarpent,  here  more  out  of  sight  of  the 
women,"  commenced  the  Deerslayer,  "  for  I've  several  things  to 
say  that  mustn't  so  much  as  be  suspected,  much  less  overheard. 
Ton  know  too  well  the  natur'  of  furloughs  and  Mingos  to  have 
any  doubts  or  misgivin's  consarnin'  what  is  likely  to  happen, 
when  I  get  back  to  the  camp.  On  them  two  pMnt<»,  therefore, 
a  few  words  will  go  a  great  way.  In  the  first  place,  chief,  I 
wish  to  say  a  little  about  Hist,  and  the  manner  in  which  you 
red  men  treat  your  wives.  I  suppose  it's  accordin'  to  the  gifts 
of  your  people  that  the  women  should  work,  and  the  men  hunt ; 
but  there's  such  a  thing  &s  moderation  in  all  matters.  As  for 
huntin',  I  see  no  good  reason  why  any  Hmits  need  be  set  to 
tkat^  but  Hist  comes  of  too  good  a  stock  to  toil  like  a  common 
drudge.  One  of  your  means  and  standin'  need  never  want  for 
corn,  or  |X)tatoes,  or  anything  that  the  fiehls  yield ;  therefore,  T 
hope  the  hoe  will  never  be  put  into  the  hands  of  any  wife  of 
your'n.  You  know  I  am  not  quite  a  In'ggar,  and  all  I  own, 
whether  in  ammunition,  skins,  arms,  or  calicoes,  I  give  to  Hist, 
should  I  not  come  back  to  claim  them  bv  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son.  This  will  set  the  maiden  up,  and  will  buy  labor  for  her, 
ft>r  a  long  time  to  come.  I  suppose  I  needn't  tell  you  to  love 
(he  young  woman,  for  that  you  do  already,  and  whomsoever 


■ii"ally  I.iv.-s,  lie'll  Ik  likely  enough  to  dicrisih.  Xcvefr 
c.'iii  rlu  iir)  liurm  tu  say  tliat  kind  MurJs  iipvor  rauklij, 
■I  \vor<lM  <lo.  I  kiion-  you'rv  ii  luiiii,  Siir|ii>nt,  thut  K 
>  t:ilk  ill  liis  own  lixJi^  ttitin  to  »[ii':il(  nt.  the  cuuucil 
loiiriM'iil  TiionicnU  iiiaj-  overtnke  us  all,  and  the  prac- 
kI  di'iii',  iiiid  kind  tiilkin',  is  it  wonderful  advanti^  in 
:ii'<'  in  a  ealiiii,  as  \\v\l  ax  un  a  liunL" 
irs  are  njiyii,"  rolurned  the  Delaware,  frravely;  "the 
my  lirothcr  have  entered  so  far  that  they  never  can 
ijiaiii.  'J'lit-y  are  like  rings  that  h.i\'e  no  end,  and 
>]i.     I.i't  him  sjwak  on ;  the  son^  of  the  wren  and  the 

iVii-iid  (ii-v.T  tin.'." 

s]i.'iik  a  little  longer,  chief,  but  you  will  excuse  it  for 
if  <ili]  ('iiiii|iaiiiun»>Iii]>,  should  I  now  talk  about  inysel£ 
r-l  i-"irn'«  to  the  worst,  it's  not  likely  then-'ll  be  mucli 
liiit  allies ;  so  a  ^ave  would  be  useless  and  n  sort  of 
>ii  that  soi>re  I'm  no  way  jiartic'lar,  though  it  might 
iiiui.'li  to  take  A  hxik  at  the  reniains  of  the  [ril.-,  and 
1  Uiii.K  i>i-  |iii-ci«  Ih'  found, 'twould  be  more  deeent  to 
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ashes,  and  they  shall  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven, 
yut,  when  the  trumpet  of  Ood  shall  sound,  all  will  come 
together  asf'in,  and  the  man  will  stand  forth  in  his  flosh  the 
same  croatur'  as  to  looks,  if  not  as  to  feehn's,  that  he  was  afore 
he  was  harmed !" 

"  The  missionaries  are  good  men  ;  they  mean  well,"  returned 
th«  Delaware,  courteously ;  "  they  are  not  great  medicines. 
'Hiey  think  all  they  say,  Deerslayer ;  that  is  no  reason  why 
warriors  and  orators  should  be  all  ears.  Wlien  Chingachgook 
shall  see  the  father  of  Tamenund  stfinding  in  his  scalp,  and 
paint,  and  war-lock,  then  will  he  believe  the  missionaries." 

*'  Seein'  h  believin',  of  a  sartJiinty — Ah's  nu* !  and  some  of 
us  may  see  these  things  sooner  than  we  thought.  I  com]>re- 
hend  your  mt-anin'  about  Tamenund's  father,  Sarpent,  and  the 
idee's  a  close  idee.  Tameimnd  is  now  an  elderly  man,  say 
eighty,  every  day  of  it ;  and  his  father  was  scaljwd,  and 
tormented,  and  burnt  when  the  present  prophet  was  a  youngster. 
Yes,  if  one  could  see  that  come  to  pas«»,  there  wouldn't  be 
much  difficulty  in  yifldin'  faith  to  all  that  the  missionaries  say. 
Howsever,  Vm  not  ag'in  tho  opinion  now ;  for  you  must  know, 
Sarpent,  that  the  great  ijrinci}>le  of  Christianity  is  to  beheve 
without  seeing ;  and  a  man  should  always  act  up  to  his  religion 
and  principles,  let  them  l>e  what  they  may." 

**  Tliat  is  strange  for  a  wise  nation,"  said  the  Delaware,  with 
emphasis.  "The  red  man  looks  hard,  that  he  may  see  and 
understind." 

"  Yes,  that's  plauserble  and  is  agreeable  to  mortal  pride ;  but 
it's  not  as  deep  fis  it  seems.  If  we  could  understand  all  we  see, 
Sar]>ent,  there  might  Ix*  not  only  sense,  but  safety,  in  refiisin'  to 
give  faith  to  any  one  thing  that  we  might  find  oncom|)n»hensi- 
ble  ;  but  when  there's  so  many  things  alx>ut  which  it  may  bo 
Baid  we  know  nothing  at  all,  why,  there's  little  use  and  no 
reason  in  bein'  difficult  touehin'  any  one  in  |.artic'lar.  For  my 
part,  Delaware,  all  my  thoughts  haven't  been  on  the  game,  when 
oatlyin'  in  the  hunts  and  scoutin's  of  our  youth.  Many's  the 
hour  Fve  passed,  pleasantly  enough,  too,  in  what  is  tarmed  co:i- 
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niv  p#>^ile.  On  m 
I  til'-  SxW  ^^vMikt  har  nad  lk<i)<?s».  An  open  vpol 
::.  -i'l-,  wlKtie  a  »i<^  kuk  can  be  had  at  the 
;,'■  ~;irtL  b  a  mcM  JDilii-ion«|il«ce  for  a  man  to  get 
ill-  [»irvr  i/  the  Manitou.  and  of  bis  own  Hltle- 
■1  limes  there  i^ii't  uiT  great  dia|<oMtion  to  find 
'  <ii:tieulu><  in  llie  way  of  conipreltensioD,  aa  there 

I ''J  i'n<^  (o  hide  them.  Believin'  cornea  easy 
.  rit  -UiAi  tinit«:  and  if  the  Lord  made  man  fint, 
.  ;Ii.-y  tell  me  it  is  writton  in  the  l»ble,  then  tnmt 

:ti  <l.-:i()i,  I  $ee  no  great  difticuitT  in  the  wxv  to 
'•M-k  in  (h>^  l^.iilr.  tliouk;h  ashe^  be  the  only  sub- 
rii-^.-  thinifi  Itr  U>vund  our  undi^ritanclin',  thoi^ 

'!•■  lie  s»  clo«e  to  our  6-<>lin's.  But  of  all  the 
--nt.  that  which  di«tnrli»  mi\  and  disconsarts  mj 
;.  i*  (Ik-  oik-  whii-h  teachi-s  us  to  think  that  a  palo- 
I''  b'-:tv-'ii  ;(nil  a  n.-d-skin  to  another;  it  majsep*- 
which  lived  much  ti^tber.  and  luved  each 
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letnrned,  then  ha8  come  sorrow  and  repentance.  Now,  I  con- 
■ait  that,  after  death,  when  the  body  is  laid  aside,  or,  if  used  at 
all,  is  purified  and  without  its  longing  the  spirit  sees  all  things 
in  their  ra'al  light,  and  never  becomes  blind  to  truth  and  justice. 
Such  bcin'  the  case,  all  that  has  been  done  in  Hfe,  is  beheld  as 
plainly  as  the  sun  is  seen  at  noon  ;  the  good  brings  joy  while 
the  evil  brings  sorrow.  There^s  nothin'  onreasonable  in  that, 
but  it's  agreeable  to  every  man's  experience." 

^  I  thought  the  pale-feces  believed  all  men  were  wicked ;  who 
then  could  ever  find  the  white  man's  heaven  ?" 

•*  That's  ingen'ous,  but  it  falls  short  of  the  missionary  teach- 
in's.  You'll  be  christianized  one  day,  I  make  no  doubt,  and 
then  'twill  all  come  plain  enough.  You  must  know,  Sarpent,  that 
there's  been  a  great  deed  of  salvation  done,  that,  by  God's  help, 
enables  all  men  to  find  a  pardon  for  their  wickedness,  and  that 
is  the  essence  of  the  white  man's  religion.  I  can't  stop  to  talk 
this  matter  over  with  you  any  longer,  for  Hetty's  in  the  canoe, 
and  the  furlough  takes  me  away ;  but  the  time  will  come,  I 
hope,  when  you'll  /eel  these  things ;  for,  after  all,  they  must  be 
felt,  rather  than  reasoned  about.  Ah's  me !  well,  Delaware, 
there's  my  hand ;  you  know  it's  that  of  a  fr'ind,  and  will  shake 
it  as  such,  though  it  never  has  done  you  one  half  the  good  its 
owner  wishes  it  had." 

The  Indian  took  the  offered  hand,  and  returned  its  pressure 
warmly.  Tlien  falling  back  on  his  acquiri.»d  stoicism  of  manner, 
which  so  many  mistake  for  constitutional  indifferenc**,  he  drew 
up  in  reserve,  and  prepared  to  part  from  his  friend  with  dignity. 
Deerslayer,  however,  was  more  natural ;  nor  would  he  have  at 
all  cared  about  giving  way  to  his  feelings,  had  not  the  recent 
condtict  and  language  of  Judith  given  him  some  secret,  though 
ill-defined  apprehensions  of  a  scene.  He  was  too  humble  to 
imagine  the  tiuth  concerning  the  actual  feelings  of  that  beauti- 
ful girl,  while  he  was  too  observant  not  to  have  noted  the 
struggle  she  had  maintained  with  herself,  and  which  had  so 
often  led  hor  to  the  very  vrrgo  of  discovery.  That  something 
extraordinary  was  concealed  in  her  breast,  he  thought  obviouB 


Ut,  as  tin*  f.-in<M'  left  tlio  si<l<'  of  i 
and  mv  (mkI  onlv  kii(>\v   \vli«  n  a 
I  sliall  cuiHit  it  a  i^rrat  blessiiij]:,  j 
good  I  may  have  done  on  'arth 
know  each  other,  and  to  consort  t 
so  long  done  in  these  pleasant  wo 
Chinjrachorook  waved  his  hand 
he  wore  over  his  head,  :is  a  Rom 
his  robes,  he  slowly  withdrew  int 
t*  his  sorrow  and  his  musings  alont 

I  again,  until  the  canoe  was  half-v 

I  suddenly  ceased  paddling,  at  an  int 

t.     '  mild,  musical  voice  of  Hetty. 

}  "  Why  do  f/ou  go  back  to  the  Hu 

;  the  girl.     "  Tliey  say  /  am  feeble-r 

r  harm;  but   you    have   as  much    s 

more  too,  Judith  thinks,  though  I 
be." 

"  Ah  !  Hetty,  afore  we  land,  I 
you,  child  ;  and  that,  too,  on  mattei 
principally.     Stop  paddling— -or,  ra 
think  we  are  plotting  and  contriving 


E 
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oontrivanoes  of  a  red-skin,  in  the  strife  of  lawful  warfare.  My 
path  has  been  short,  and  is  like  soon  to  have  an  end  ;  but  I  can 
see  tliat  the  wanderings  v\*  a  warrior  ar'n't  altogether  among 
brambles  and  difficulties.  There's  a  bright  side  to  a  war-path, 
as  well  as  to  m(jst  other  things,  if  we'll  only  have  the  wisdom  to 
Bee  it,  and  the  ginerosity  to  own  it." 

"  And  why  should  your  war-path,  as  you  call  it,  come  so  near 
to  an  end,  Deerslayer  ?" 

"  Because,  my  good  girl,  my  furlough  comes  so  near  to  an 
end.  They're  likely  to  have  pretty  much  the  same  tarmination, 
as  regards  time — one  following  on  the  heels  of  tlie  other,  as  a 
matter  of  course." 

**  I  don't  understand  your  meaning,  Deerslayer,"  returned  the 
girl,  looking  a  little  bewildered.  "  Mother  always  said  ]>eople 
ought  to  spt^ak  more  plainly  to  me  than  to  most  other  persons, 
beciiuse  I'm  feeble-minded.  Those  that  are  feeble-minded  don't 
understand  as  ejisily  iis  those  that  have  sense." 

"  Well  then,  Hetty,  the  simple  truth  is  this.  You  know  that 
Fm  now  a  Ciiptyve  to  the  llurons,  and  captyves  emit  do,  in  all 
things,  as  they  j)lease " 

'*  But  how  can  you  be  a  captiv(»,"  ejigerly  interrupted  the  girl, 
**  when  you  are  out  here  on  the  lake,  in  father's  bark  ciinoe,  and 
the  Indians  are  in  the  woo^ls,  with  no  canoe  at  all  ?  Tfuit  can't 
be  true,  D(?erslayer !" 

"  I  wish  with  all  mv  licart  and  soul,  Ilettv,  that  vou  was 
right,  and  that  I  was  wrong,  instead  of  your  Ix'in'  all  wrong,  and 
my  bein'  only  too  near  the  truth.  Free  as  I  seem  to  your  eyes, 
gal,  I'm  bound  hand  and  f<x)t,  in  r«i'ality." 

"  Well,  it  i«  a  great  misfortune  not  to  have  sense  !  Now,  I 
can't  see,  or  understand,  that  you  are  a  captive,  or  bound  in  any 
manner.  If  you  are  bound,  with  what  are  your  hands  and  fin^t 
festened  ?" 

"  With  a  furlough,  gal ;  that's  a  thong  that  binds  tighter  than 
any  chain.  One  rnaf/  Ix*  broken,  but  the  otlier  can't.  Kopes 
and  chains  allow  of  knives,  and  desait,  and  contrivanc(?s  :  but  a 
Ibrlough  can  be  neither  cut,  slip|>ed,  nor  sarcumvented." 


"^  U'lirit  s(irl  uf  n  tiling  is  a  furlough,  then,  if  it  be  slrotiger 
thiiii  li'-Mi{>  ur  iruii !     I  never  saw  a  fiiiiough." 

"  1  li(i{H.'  vuu  iitiiy  nvvor  foci  one, gal;  tbe  tie  is  nltogetlier  in 
till;  It'i'liriV,  ill  ilicsv  iuutu.'rs,  and  therefore  Ih  lo  be  fiflt  and  Dot 
Rovii.  Viiu  e;iii  uiideistHtid  wbat  it  b  to  give  a  {inHuise,  I  dare 
to  say,  i:.xjd  liltle  Hetty  T 

"  (.'(Tt II inly.  A  jiruiiii^e  »  to  say  you  will  du  a  thing,  and 
thitl  binds  viiu  to  be  as  good  as  your  word.  Mother  always 
ki-[>t  !i<'i'  j>ruiiii-ii.-s  to  me,  and  theo  ahc  said  it  would  be  wicked 
if  1  diilii'i  kii']i  my  i)rcimis<.'s  to  her,  and  to  everybody  else." 

'■  \'ini  liavi'  liiul  H  good  mother,  in  some  matters,  child,  wliat- 
CK'r  slii^  limy  li:i\e  been  in  other  name.  That  id  a  pn^miae, 
iiiid.  ;i<  ym  siiy.  it  must  be  kept  Now,  I  fell  into  the  hundx  uf 
til.'  Miti^Tiw  Ix-i  night,  and  thi;y  let  me  eume  off  to  see  myfii'iHli 
aiiel  siTiii  iiii'^s.i^rs  in  to  my  own  color,  if  any  such  feel  coiisam 
nil  my  :tiviiiiiil.  I'll  condiliun  that  I  shnll  be  biick,  v\ien  tbe  sun 
is  ugi  in-ilny,  :iiid  tiilii'  wli)iti.'ver  their  revenge  and  hatred  can 
luiiii-i*!-,  ill  lb,-  Hiiy  of  loniionts,  in  satisCiction  for  the  life  of  a 
li:ii  fill  by  iny  rifle,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  young 
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formed^  for  that  would  be  bragging,  as  it  might  be,  on  the 
varge  of  the  grave ;  but  it's  no  vanity  to  believe  that  they  know 
one  of  their  bravest  and  cunnin'est  chiefs  fell  by  my  hands. 
Such  beiu'  the  case,  the  tribe  would  rej>roach  them  if  they 
&iled  to  send  the  s])irit  of  a  pale-face  to  keep  the  company  of 
the  spirit  of  their  red  brother ;  always  supposiu'  that  he  can 
catch  it  I  look  for  no  marcy,  Hetty,  at  their  hands ;  and  my 
principal  sorrow  is,  that  such  a  calamity  should  befal  me  on  my 
first  war-path  :  that  it  would  come  sooner  or  later,  e\ery  soldier 
counts  on  and  expects.'' 

"The  Hurons  shall  not  harm  you,  Deerslayer,"  cried  the  girl, 
much  excited.  "  Tis  wicked  as  well  as  cruel ;  I  have  the  bible 
here  to  tell  them  so.  Do  you  think  I  would  stind  by  and  see 
you  tormented  ?" 

"  I  hope  not,  my  good  Hetty,  I  hope  not ;  and,  therefore, 
when  the  moment  comes,  I  expect  you  will  move  off  and  not 
be  a  witness  of  what  you  caii't  help,  while  it  would  grieve  you. 
But  I  haven't  stopped  the  paddles  to  tilk  of  my  own  afflictions 
and  difficulties,  but  to  speak  a  little  })lainly  to  you,  gal,  con- 
sarnin'  your  own  matters." 

"  What  can  you  have  to  say  to  me,  Deerslayer !  Since 
motlier  died,  few  tilk  to  me  of  such  things." 

"  So  much  the  worse,  p<x)r  gal ;  yes,  'tis  so  much  the  worse, 
for  one  of  your  state  of  mind  needs  frequent  talking  to  in  order 
to  escape  the  snares  and  desaits  of  this  wicked  world.  You 
haven't  forgotten  Hurry  Harry,  gal,  so  84X)n,  I  calculate  ?" 

'*!! — I  forget  Henry  March!" — exclaimed  Hetty,  starting. 
"  Why  should  I  forget  him,  Deerslayer,  when  he  is  our  friend, 
and  only  left  us  last  night  ?  Then,  the  large  bright  star  that 
mother  loved  so  much  to  gaze  at,  was  just  over  the  top  of 
yonder  tall  pine  on  the  mountiin,  as  Hurry  got  into  the  canoe ; 
and  when  you  landed  him  on  the  point,  near  the  east  bay,  it 
wasn't  more  than  the  lenorth  of  Judith's  handsomest  riband 
above  it" 

"  And  how  can  you  know  how  long  I  was  gone,  or  how  fiar 


tu  li:ive  kitul  fi.-oil[i's  fur  one  an 
happeus  to  be  n  youth  nod  t 
your  years  and  mind,  gnl,  that 
and  who  livi?.<t  iii  a  wilderness  fi 
[wre,  needs  to  lie  un  lier  s^ard  aj 

"  What  liarm  can  it  be  to  tl) 
returned  Hetty  simply,  though  t 
to  her  che*fl(s  in  spite  of  a  spiri'. 
why  it  proTnptcd  the  Uush ;  "  i 
who  dt-spitofully  use  us,  and  wh; 
do  not  r 

"  Ah  !  Hetty,  the  love  of  the 
Ukin'  I  mean.  Answer  me  one 
yourself  to  have  mind  enough  to 

"  That's  not  a  [iri>|)er  question 
slayer,  and  I'll  not  answer  it,"  ret 
manner— much  as  a  parent  rebuk 
cretion.  "  If  you  have  anything 
Ihal — but  you  ntust  not  e|>eak  e 
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you  ought  to  know  one  thing,  which  it  may  not  be  altogether 
pleasant  to  tell  you,  but  which  must  be  said.  March  has  a 
desperate  likin'  for  your  sister  Judith." 

**  Well,  what  of  that  ?  Everybody  admires  Judith,  she's  so 
handsome,  and  Hurry  has  told  me,  again  and  again,  how  much 
he  wishes  to  marry  her.  But  that  will  never  come  to  pass,  for 
Judith  don't  like  Ilurry.  She  likes  another,  and  talks  about  him 
in  her  sleep ;  though  you  need  not  ask  me  who  he  Is,  for  all  the 
gold  in  King  George's  crown,  and  all  the  jewels  too,  wouldn't 
tempt  me  to  tell  you  his  name.  If  sisters  can't  keep  each  other's 
secrets,  who  can  ?" 

"  Sartainly ;  I  do  not  wish  you  to  tell  me,  Hetty,  nor  would 
it  be  any  advantage  to  a  dyin'  man  to  know.  What  the  tongue 
says  when  the  mind's  asleep,  neither  head  nor  heart  is  answera- 
ble for." 

**  I  wish  I  knew  why  Judith  talks  so  much  in  her  sleep  about 
officers,  and  honest  hearts,  and  false  tongues ;  but  I  suppose  she 
don't  Hke  to  tell  me,  as  I'm  feeble-minded.  Isn't  it  odd,  Deer- 
slayer,  Uiat  Judith  don't  like  Hurry — he,  who  is  the  bravest- 
looking  youth  that  ever  comes  uj)oh  the  lake,  and  is  as  hand- 
some as  she  is  herself.  Father  always  said  they  would  be 
the  comeliest  couple  in  the  country,  though  mother  didn't  fancy 
March  any  more  than  Judith.  There's  no  telling  what  will  hap- 
pen, they  say,  until  things  actually  come  to  j^ass." 

**  Ah's  me ! — well,  j)oor  Hetty,  'tis  of  no  great  use  to  talk  to 
them  that  can't  understand  you,  and  so  I'll  say  no  more  about 
what  I  did  wish  to  speak  of,  though  it  lay  heavy  on  my  mind. 
Put  the  paddle  in  motion  ag'in,  gal,  and  we'll  push  for  the  shore, 
for  the  sun  is  nearly  up,  and  my  furlough  is  almost  out." 

The  canoe  now  glided  ahead,  holding  its  way  towards  the 

point  where  Deerslayer  well  knew   that  his  enemies  expected 

him,  and  where  he  now  began  to  be  afraid  he  might  not  arrive 

in  season  to  redeem  his  plighted  faith.     Hetty,  jwrceiving  his 

impatience,  without  very  clearly  comprehending  its  cause,  however, 

seconded  his  efforts  in  a  way  that  soon  rendered  their  timely 

return  no  longer  a  m'ltter  of  doubt.     Then,  and  then  only,  did 

22 


the  vouDg  man  suffer  life  emtions  to  flag,  and  Hetty  b^pin 
R^in  to  prattle  in  her  simple,  confiding  manner,  tboogli 
nothing  fiirtlicr  \tw  uttered  tbat  it  may  be  thought  I 
to  rekte. 


-,   .^#. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

*  T)i(Ni  hast  been  bnsjr,  Death,  this  day,  and  yet 
Bnl  half  thy  work  is  done  !    The  j^tei  uf  hell 
Arc  thmneed,  yet  twice  ten  thousand  spirits  more, 
Who.  from  their  wnrm  and  healthAil  tenements, 
Fear  no  divorce,  mu'tt,  ere  the  Kun  go  down. 
Enter  the  world  of  woe  !" 

SOCTRBT. 

One  experienced  in  the  signs  of  the  heavens,  would  have 
seen  that  the  sun  wanted  but  two  or  three  minutes  of  the 
zenith,  when  Deerslayer  landed  on  the  point  where  the  Hurons 
were  now  encamped,  nearly  abreast  of  the  castle.  This  sjk)! 
was  similar  to  the  one  already  described,  with  the  exception  that 
the  surface  of  the  land  was  less  broken  and  less  crowded  with 
trees.  Owing  to  these  two  circumstances,  it  was  all  the  better 
suited  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  selected,  the  space 
beneath  the  branches  bearing  some  resemblance  to  a  densely 
wooded  lawn.  Favored  by  its  {H)sition  and  its  spring,  it  had 
been  much  resorted  to  by  savages  and  hunters,  and  the  natural 
grasses  had  succeeded  their  fires,  leaving  an  appearance  of 
sward  in  places,  a  very  unusual  accompaniment  of  the  vii'gin 
forest.  Nor  was  the  margin  of  water  fringed  with  bushes,  as 
on  so  much  of  its  shore,  but  the  eye  penetrated  the  woods 
immediately  on  reaching  the  strand,  commanding  nearly  the 
whole  area  of  the  projection. 

If  it  was  a  j>oint  of  honor  with  the  Indian  warrior  to  redeem 
iiis  word,  when  pledged  to  return  and  meet  his  death  at  a  given 
hour,  so  was  it  a  point  of  characteristic  pride  to  show  no 
womanish  impatience,  but  to  re-aj)pear  as  nearly  as  possible  at 
the  aj)pointed  moment.  It  was  well  not  to  exwed  the  grace 
nccordt'd  by  the  generosity  of  the  enemy,  but  it  was  better  to 
meet  it  to  a  minute.     Somethinjr  of  this  dramatic  effect  mingles 


I     ^ '     —    - 

showiiiLT  his  white  l)lo(><l,  by  o 

th«'  nMl-incii,  Ik*  fiv(|\u*ntly  dw 

tiK-r  into  their  toehiigs,  uncon.< 

of  havinjj  no  other  arbiters  tx) 

aiul  tastes.     On  the  present  oc 

from  betraying  a  feverish  haste 

H  would  have  contained  a  tacit  m 

was  more  than  had  been  wante 

the  idea  occurred  to  him,  he  w 

nients  a  hltle,  in  order  to  avoi 


%. 


*    .1.  returning  at  the  precise  instant 

absence.     Still,  accident  had  int 
tion,  for  when  the  voun^j  man 
advanced  with  a  steady  tread  to 
was  seated  in  fjrave  arrav  on  a 
number  cast  his  eye  upwards  at 
pointed  out  to  his  companions 
was  just  entering  a  sj>ace  that  w 
A  connnon,  but  low  exclamatio 
;*  escaped   every  mouth,  and  the 

other;  some  with  envy  and  disap 
ment,  at  the  precise  accuraev  ^>^ 


■■P 
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the  camp,  having  set  up  for  themselves  imaginary  and  arbitrary 
points  of  honor,  to  supplant  the  conclusions  of  Uie  right,  and  the 
decisions  of  rea<^ou. 

The  Hurons  had  been  divided  in  their  opinions  concerning 
the  probabihty  of  their  captive's  return.  Most  among  them, 
indeed,  had  not  expected  it  possible  for  a  pale-face  to  come 
back  voluntarily,  and  meet  the  known  penalties  of  an  Indian 
torture ;  but  a  few  of  the  seniors  expected  better  things  fi-om 
one  who  had  already  shown  himself  so  singularly  cool,  brave, 
and  upright.  The  party  had  come  to  its  decision,  however,  less 
in  the  expectation  of  finding  the  pledge  redeemed,  than  in  the 
hope  of  disgracing  the  Dehiwares  by  casting  into  their  teeth  the 
delinquency  of  one  bred  in  their  villages.  They  would  have 
greatly  preferred  that  Chingachg(X)k  should  be  their  prisoner, 
and  prove  the  traitor ;  but  the  j)ale-face  scion  of  the  hated 
8t<x;k  was  no  bad  substitute,  for  their  purposes,  failing  in  their 
designs  against  the  ancient  stem.  With  a  view  to  render  the 
triumph  as  signal  as  |K)ssibIe,  in  the  event  of  the  hours  passing 
without  the  re-apj)earance  of  the  hunter,  all  the  warriors  and 
scouts  of  the  party  had  been  called  in ;  and  the  whole  band, 
men,  women,  and  children,  wjis  now  assembled  at  this  single 
point,  to  be  a  witness  of  the  expected  scene.  As  the  castle  was 
in  plain  view,  and  by  no  means  distant,  it  was  easily  watched 
by  daylight ;  and  it  being  thought  that  its  inmates  were  now 
limited  to  Hurry,  the  Delaware,  and  the  two  girls,  no  appre- 
hensions were  felt  of  their  being  .ible  to  escape  unseen.  A 
large  raft,  having  a  breast-work  of  logs,  had  been  prepared,  and 
was  in  actual  readiness  to  be  used  against  either  ark  or  castle, 
as  occasion  might  require,  so  soon  as  the  fate  of  Deerslayer  was 
determined ;  the  seniors  of  the  party  having  come  to  the  opi- 
nion that  it  was  getting  to  be  hazardous  to  delay  their  departure 
for  Canada,  beyond  the  coming  night  In  short,  the  band 
waited  merely  to  dispose  of  this  single  afikir,  ere  it  brought 
mattere  to  a  crisis,  and  prepared  to  commence  its  retreat 
towards  the  distant  waters  of  Onttirio. 

It  wiis  an  imposing  scene,  into  which  Deerslayer  now  found 


iiad  jn\>l>al)ly  l)oen   much   iis(mI   l>y 
thf  J  (lace  wluTO  the  apjx'araiKv  of  a 
The  arches  of  the  woods,   even   at 
sliadows  on  the  spot,  which   tlie  br 
struggled  through  the  leaves  contrib 
an  expression  can  be  used,  to  illumii 
a  similar  scene  that  the  mind  of  nifl 
effects  of  Gothic  traccrv  and  chun 
nature  producing  some  such  effect,  ; 
were  concerned,  as  the  well-known  of 
I  As  was  not  unusual  among  the  ti 

I  of  the  aborimnes,  two  chiefs  shared,  i 

I     *  principal  and  primitive  authority  th 

r  children  of  the  forest     There  were  fn 

f  \  distinction  of  being  chief  men,  but  tl 

,  much  superior  to  all  the  rest  in  it 

I  agreed,  no  one  disputed  their  mandi 

i    ,  divided,  the  band  hesitated,  like  men 

ing  principle  of  action.     It  was  also  i 

■  — perhaps  we  might  add,  in  oonfori 

i  of  the  chiefs  was  indebted  to  his  min< 

'I  the  other  owed  his  distinction  altoge 

•  t  t>hvfti/»9l      rw«  — 
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the  Canadas  ;  or  the  Panther,  to  resort  to  the  vernacular  of  the 
Englisli  colonies.  The  appellation  of  the  fighting  chief  wassup- 
pofied  to  indicate  the  qualities  of  the  warrior,  agreeably  to  a 
practice  of  the  red  man's  nomenclature  ;  ferocity,  cunning,  and 
treachery  being,  perhajis,  the  distinctive  features  of  his  character. 
The  title  had  been  received  from  the  French,  and  was  prized  so 
much  the  more  from  that  circumstance,  the  Indian  submitting 
profoundly  to  tlie  greater  intelligence  of  his  pale-tace  allies,  in 
roost  things  of  this  nature.  How  well  the  sobriquet  was  merited, 
will  be  seen  in  the  sequel. 

Rivenoak  and  the  Panther  sat  side  by  side,  awaiting  the 
approach  of  their  prisoner,  as  Deerslayer  put  his  moccasined 
foot  on  the  strand ;  nor  did  either  move  or  utter  a  syllable  until 
the  young  man  had  advanced  into  the  centre  of  the  area,  and 
proclaimed  his  presence  with  his  voice.  This  was  done  firmly, 
though  in  the  simple  manner  that  marked  the  character  of  the 
individual. 

"  Here  I  am,  Mingos,"  he  said,  in  the  dialect  of  the  Dela- 
wares,  a  language  that  most  present  understood  ;  "  here  I  am, 
and  there  is  the  sun.  One  is  not  more  true  to  the  laws  of 
natur\  than  the  other  has  proved  true  to  his  word.  1  am  your 
prisoner  ;  do  with  me  what  you  please.  My  business  with  man 
and  'arth  is  settled ;  nothing  remains  now  but  to  meet  the  white 
man's  God,  accordin'  to  a  white  man's  duties  and  gifts." 

A  murmur  of  approbation  escaped  even  the  women,  at  this 
address,  and,  for  an  instant,  there  was  a  strong  and  pretty  gene- 
ral desire  to  adopt  into  the  tribe,  one  who  owned  so  brave  a 
spirit  Still  there  were  dissenters  from  this  wish,  among  the 
principal  of  whom  might  bo  classed  the  Panther,  and  his  sister, 
le  Sumach,  so  called  from  the  number  of  her  children,  who  was 
the  widow  of  le  Loup  Cervier,  now  known  to  have  fallen  by  the 
hand  of  the  captive.  Native  ferocity  held  one  in  subjection, 
while  the  corroding  passion  of  revenge  prevented  the  other  from 
admitting  any  gentler  feeling  at  the  moment  Not  so  with 
Ri\  enoak.  This  chief  arose,  stretched  his  arm  before  him,  in  a 
gesture  of  courtesy,  and  paid  his  oomphments  with  an  <  use  and 


knife.  Vou  will  sliow  tlieiii  it  l- 
well  A*  your  Ixxly.  Ii  is  a  pl(« 
shoulJ  my  warriore  Rny  lltat  the  > 
nol  to  be  ftirgotten,  and  thut  1m  i 
of  B|>iri(e  alune,  Uiat  his  enemy  i 
they  will  remember  llint  he  fell 
Knd  you  after  bim  nilli  such  sigi 
make  bim  aslinmed  to  keep  you 
you  know  what  I  have  said." 

"  True  enough,  Mingo,  all  true 
iimpte-minded  Imutcr;  "youAoi 
only  what  you  have  laid,  but,  wha 
you  mean.  I  dare  to  say  jour  w. 
henrt4>d  brave,  and  worthy  of  your 
do  not  feel  unworthy  U>  keep  his  o 
from  your  hands.  Neverlheltsa, 
judgment  from  your  council,  i^  ii 
binnined  among  you,  afore  I  got  I 

"Mv..i."  '       ■• 
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**  I  ihxnk  ihai  voice  whosever  it  may  have  been,  Mingo,  and 
will  say  it  was  as  true  a  voice,  as  the  rest  were  lying  voices.  A 
furlough  is  as  binding  on  a  pale-face,  if  he  be  honest,  as  it  is  on 
a  red-akin ;  and  was  it  not  so,  I  would  never  bring  disgrace  on 
the  Delawares,  among  whom  I  may  be  said  to  have  received  my 
edication.  But  words  are  useless,  and  lead  to  braggin'  feeJiu'a ; 
lu-re  I  am ;  act  your  will  on  me." 

Rivenoak  made  a  sign  of  acquiescence,  and  then  a  short  con- 
ference was  privately  held  among  the  chiefs.  As  soon  as  the 
latter  ended,  three  or  four  young  men  fell  back  from  among  the 
arm^d  group,  and  disappeared.  Then  it  was  signified  to  the  pri- 
soner that  he  was  at  liberty  to  go  at  large  on  the  j>oint,  until  a 
council  wius  hold  concerning  his  fate.  There  was  more  of  seem- 
ing, than  of  real  confidence,  however,  in  this  apparent  Uberality, 
inasmuch  as  the  young  men  mentioned,  already  formed  a  line  of 
sentinels  across  the  breadth  of  the  point,  inland,  and  escape 
from  any  other  part  wan  out  of  the  question.  Even  the  canoe 
was  removed  beyond  this  line  of  sentinels,  to  a  spot  where  . 
it  was  considered  safe  from  any  sudden  attempt.  These  precau- 
tions did  not  proceed  from  a  failure  of  confidence,  but  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  prisoner  had  now  complied  with  all  the 
required  conditions  of  his  parole,  and  it  would  have  been  consi- 
dered a  commendable  and  honorable  exploit  to  escape  from  his 
foes.  So  nice,  indeed,  were  the  distinctions  drawn  by  the 
savages,  in  cases  of  this  nature,  that  they  often  gave  their  vic- 
tims a  chance  to  evade  the  torture,  deeming  it  as  creditiible  to 
the  captors  to  overtake,  or  to  out-wit  a  fugitive,  when  his  exer- 
tions were  supi)osed  to  be  quickened  by  the  extreme  jeopardy  of 
his  situation,  as  it  was  for  him  to  get  clear  from  so  much  extra- 
ordinary vigilance. 

Nor  was  Oterslayer  unconscious  of,  or  forgetful  of,  hLs  rights, 
and  of  his  o[/|»ortunities.  Could  he  new  have  seen  any  pro- 
bable opening  for  an  escape,  the  attempt  would  not  have  been 
delayed  a  niinute.  But  the  case  seemed  desperate.  He  was 
aware  of  the  line  of  sentinels,  and  felt  the  difficulty  of  breaking 
through  it,  unharmed.     The  lake  offered  no  advantages,  as  the 

22* 


no  iritlii.iKv  on  I  i,.,T-l:.y,T,  ■*], 
li„i.or  tn  rfason  ai»l  firl  like  a  w 
(li:u>,  :inc!  uhu  f.4l  it  a  sort  of  du 
nut  involve  a  deri^liction  from  prii 
Still  ha  liesitikti-d  nboiil  mnking  i 
he  ouglit  to  fice  tlic  clinnoc  of  suo 
self. 

In  the  meantime  llie  businem  < 
ceed  in  its  regular  train.  The  chi 
no  one  but  the  Sumach  lu  their  o 
the  fallen  warrior,  had  an  exclusive 
occasion.  The  young  men  strolled 
availing  the  result  ivith  Indian  in 
prepared  the  feast  that  whs  to  Ccie 
affair,  whether  it  j)rored  fortunatA  o 
one  betrayinl  feeling;  and  an  indi 
extremct  watchfulness  of  the  sentini 
extraordinary  moiemeiit  or  «cn^tio 
things.  Two  or  three  old  women  [ 
it  ajijiejired  unfavorably  to  the  i)ro« 
Rcowling  looks  and  angry  gtstures  ; 
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folly ;  but  the  delay  proved  far  more  trying  than  the  nearer  ap- 
pixxich  of  suffering,  and  the  intended  victim  began  seriously  to 
meditate  some  des|KTate  effort  at  escape,  as  it  might  be  from 
sheer  anxiety  to  terminate  the  scene,  when  he  was  suddenly 
summoned  to  appear,  once  more,  in  front  of  his  judges,  who  had 
already  arranged  the  band  in  its  former  order,  in  readiness  to 
receive  him. 

"  Killer  of  the  Deer,"  commenced  Rivenoak,  as  soon  as  his 
captive  stood  before  him,  "  my  aged  men  have  listened  to  wise 
words ;  tliey  ani  ready  to  speak.  You  are  a  man  whose  fathers 
came  from  beyond  the  rising  sun  ;  we  are  children  of  the  setting 
sun  ;  we  turn  our  faces  towards  the  Crreat  Sweet  Lakes  when  we 
lf>ok  towards  our  villages.  It  may  be  a  wise  country  and  full  of 
riches  towards  the  morning,  but  it  is  very  pleasant  towards  the 
eveiiin*;.  We  love  most  to  look  in  that  direction.  When  we 
Ijaze  at  the  east  we  feel  afraid,  canoe  after  canoe  bringing  more 
and  more  of  your  people  in  the  track  of  the  sun,  as  if  their  land 
was  so  full  as  to  run  over.  The  red  men  are  few  already  ;  they 
have  need  of  help.  One  of  our  best  lodges  has  lately  been 
emptied  by  the  death  of  its  master ;  it  will  be  a  long  time  be- 
tbre  his  son  can  grow  big  enough  to  sit  in  his  place.  There  is 
his  widow  !  sh«^  will  want  venison  to  feed  her  and  her  children, 
for  her  sons  are  yet  like  the  young  of  the  robin  before  they  quit 
the  nest.  By  your  hand  has  this  great  calamity  befallen  her. 
She  has  two  duties ;  one  to  le  Loup  Cervier,  and  one  to  his 
children.  Sailp  for  scalp,  life  for  life,  blood  for  blood,  is  one 
law ;  to  feed  her  young  another.  We  know  you,  Killer  of  the 
Deer.  You  are  honest ;  when  you  say  a  thing  it  is  so.  You 
have  but  one  tongue,  and  that  is  not  forked  like  a  snake's. 
Your  head  is  never  hid  in  the  grass ;  all  can  see  it  What  you 
say  that  will  yon  do.  You  are  just.  When  you  have  done 
wrong,  it  is  your  wish  to  do  right  again  as  soon  as  you  can. 
Here  is  the  Sumach ;  she  is  alone  in  her  wigwam,  with  children 
crying  around  her  for  food  ;  yonder  is  a  rifle,  it  is  loaded  and 
ready  to  be  6red.  Take  the  gun  ;  go  forth  and  shoot  a  deer ; 
brinir  tho  venison   and    lay  it  l)efore  the  widow  of  le   Loup 


I 


■Mi^  L'liii-ti^.n-lH.r>i:  'iv,.,iiM  ill  I 
ro.l-skiii   I'.-rt.i,.  I>,,iii   uiiioul:   Ii.': 
do  ill  pi'iii'OiiUe  timers  aitd  uiiiJvr: 
beliind  cluuJs,  in  order  to  save 
most  likely  Proviileiicf,  in  putting 
intended  I  bIiouM  live  single,  and 
but  should  such  a  tiling  come  U>  ] 
owti  Color  and  tpfts  sliiill  diirkeu  t 
for  feeding  the  young  of  your  d( 
cheerfully,  could  it  be  done  with< 
Mteing  that  I  can  never  live  in  a 
youti>r  men  mu«tlind  the  Sumach  i 
she  marricK,  let  her  take  a  husbat 
enough  to  overrun  territory  that  dor 
a  iair  battle,  and  he  fell ;  in  this 
brave  expecU,  and  should  l>e  ready 
Mingo  heart,  as  well   mi^ht  you  ei 
boy,  or  tho  blackberry  growing  on 
ray  fjifia  are  white,  so  fir«s  wives  a 
ill  all  things  touchin'  Iiijin-t." 

These  words  were  Muircely  out  ( 
bi;fore   a  common    ■■ 
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Panther.  This  griin  chief  had  thought  it  a  degradation  to  per- 
mit \m  sister  to  become  the  wife  of  a  paK'-face  of  the  Yengeese, 
at  all,  and  had  only  given  a  reluctant  consent  to  the  arrange- 
ment— one  by  no  means  unusual  among  the  Indians,  however 
— at  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  bereaved  widow  ;  aiul  it 
goaded  him  to  the  quick,  to  find  his  condescension  slighted,  the 
honor  he  had  with  so  much  regret  been  persuaded  to  accord, 
contemned.  The  animal  from  which  he  got  his  name,  does  not 
glare  on  liis  intended  prey  with -more  frightful  ferocity,  than  his 
eyes  gleamed  on  the  captive  ;  nor  was  his  arm  biickward  in 
Becondinor  the  fierce  resentment  that  almost  coiLsumed  his  breast. 

**  Dog  of  the  })ale-faces  !"  he  exclaimed,  in  lro(piois,  "  go  yell 
among  the  curs  of  your  own  evil  hunting-grounds  I" 

The  denunciation  was  accompanied  by  an  aj>propriate  action. 
Even  wliile  speaking  his  arm  was  lifted  and  the  tomahawk 
hurled.  Luckily  the  loud  tones  of  the  sjveaker  had  drawn  the 
eye  of  Deei-slayer  towards  him,  else  would  that  moment  have 
probably  closed  his  can»er.  So  great  wjis  the  dexterity  with 
wliich  this  dangerous  weaj>on  was  thrown,  and  so  dosully  the 
intent,  that  it  would  have  riven  the  skull  of  the  prisoner,  had  he 
not  stretched  forth  an  arm,  and  cauirht  the  handle  in  one  of  its 
turns,  with  a  readiness  quite  as  remarkable  as  the  skill  with 
which  the  missile  had  been  hurled.  The  |)r(>jectile  force  wjis  so 
gre.at,  notwithstanding,  that  when  D'jerslayer's  arm  was  arrested, 
his  hand  was  raised  al)ove  and  behind  his  own  head,  and  in  the 
very  attitude  necessary  to  return  the  attack.  It  is  not  certain 
wliether  the  cireumstince  of  finding  himself  unexjx'ctedly  in  this 
menacing  posture  and  armed,  tempted  the  young  man  to  reta- 
liate, or  whether  sudden  resentment  overcame  his  forbearance 
and  prudence.  His  eye  kindled,  however,  and  a  small  red  spot 
apiH»ar(Kl  on  each  cheek,  while  he  cast  all  his  energy  into  the 
effort  of  his  arm  and  threw  back  the  weapon  at  his  assailant. 
The  unexj>ectedne88  of  this  blow  contributed  to  it*  success ;  the 
PanthcT  neither  raisinoj  an  arm  nor  bendinu:  his  head  to  avoid 
It  The  kfen  little  axe  struck  the  victim  in  a  perpendicular  lino 
with  the  n«.>se,  directly  between  the  eye<,  litvrally  braining  him 
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on  llu'  spot.  Sallying  fonrsrd,  as  the  serpent  dnrts  it  it« 
eneniv  evoii  wliili;  receiving  its  own  deal li- wound,  tliis  man  of 
jiotU'ti'iil  lVaiiit>  fi'll  Iiis  length  into  the  ojien  area  formed  by  tlie 
('in-li',  r|iiiv<'riiii;  in  di'Uth.  A  common  rush  to  bis  relief  left  the 
c';i]itivi',  fur  a  sinj;ie  instant,  quite  without  the  crowd  ;  aiid,  will- 
iii<r  to  inaki'  otic  drsperate  effort  for  life,  he  bounded  off,  with  the 
:u.'tivity  of  n  det>r.  There  wus  but  a  brcathleM  instAnl,  wlien  ibt 
mIiuIv  luiiid,  old  and  young,  women  and  children,  nbaiidoniog 
llic  lilMi'ss  bodv  of  the  Panther  where  it  lay,  rai^-d  the  yell  of 
niarin,  znid  ruliuwd  in  jiursuit. 

Siiihl-'"  jw  h;»l  l>een  the  event  which  induced  Deerslayor  to 
iiinke  this  diiiiicrate  trial  of  speed,  his  mind  was  not  wholly 
iiii[.ri'|'im'd  fur  the  foarful  ernei^n<^.  In  the  course  of  the 
|ia''t  liuiir,  hu  liiiU  {)onder>^  well  on  the  chances  of  rucIi  an 
i'V|..'nn>''iit.  and  had  shrewdly  calculated  all  the  details  of  suc- 
I'.-s  anil  failure.  At  the  firet  leaji,  therefore,  his  body  was 
I'uiMpli-li'ly  iiiidiT  the  direction  of  au  intelligence  that  turned  all 
itH  eflorli^  to  tliL-  IxHt  account,  and  [Hwented  everything  like 
hesitation  or  iiidi'ciKion,  at  tlie  importent  instant  of  the  etart 
inJebtc'd  for  the  tit>-t  u 
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as  it  did  to  his  own.  As  soon  as  a  favorable  spot  presented,  lie 
darted  through  the  hne  of  bushes,  and  issued  into  the  opea 
woods. 

Several  rifles  were  discharged  at  Deerslayer  while  in  the 
watc'r,  and  more  followed  as  he  came  out  into  the  comparative 
exposure  of  the  clear  forest  But  the  direction  of  his  line  of 
flight,  which  partially  crossed  that  of  the  fire,  the  haste  with 
which  the  weapons  had  been  aimed,  and  the  general  confusion 
that  prevailed  in  the  camp,  prevented  any  harm  from  being 
done.  Bullets  whistled  past  him,  and  many  cut  twigs  from  the 
branches  at  his  side,  but  not  one  touched  even  his  dress.  'Ilie 
delay  caused  by  these  fruitless  attempts  was  of  great  service  to 
the  fugitive,  who  had  gained  more  than  a  hundred  yards  on 
even  the  leading  men  of  the  Ilurons,  ere  something  like  con- 
cert and  order  had  entered  into  the  chase.  To  think  of  follow- 
ing with  rifle  in  hand  was  out  of  the  question ;  and  afler 
emj>tying  their  pieces  in  vague  hof>es  of  wounding  their  captive, 
the  best  runners  of  the  Indians  threw  them  aside,  CiiUing  out  to 
the  women  and  boys  to  recover  and  load  them  again,  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Deerslayer  knew  too  well  the  desperate  nature  of  the  struggle 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  to  lose  one  of  the  precious  moments. 
He  also  knew  that  his  only  ho|Ki  was  to  run  in  a  straight  line, 
for  as  soon  as  he  began  to  turn,  or  double,  the  greater  number 
of  his  pursuers  would  put  escape  out  of  the  question.  lie  held 
his  way,  therefore,  in  a  diagonal  direction  up  the  acclivity, 
which  was  neither  very  high  nor  very  steep,  in  this  part  of  the 
mountain,  but  which  was  sufficiently  toilsome  for  one  contend- 
ing for  life,  to  render  it  painfully  oppressive.  There,  however, 
he  blackened  his  speed,  to  recover  breath,  proceeding  even  at  a 
quick  walk,  or  a  slow  trot,  along  the  more  difticult  parts  of  the 
way.  The  Ilurons  were  whooping  and  leaping  behind  him ; 
but  this  he  disregarded,  well  knowing  they  must  overcome  the 
difficulties  he  had  surmounted,  ere  they  could  reach  the  eleva- 
tion to  which  he  had  attained.     The  summit  of  the  first  hill 
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;ir  him,  and  be  saw,  by  tL<.-  fumiatioa  of  the 
;,'li-ii  iiiti-nrned,  before  tbe  Itase  uf  a  accond 
K'l.  Walking  dcliberau-ly  lu  tbe  suinniit,  he 
il-.iit  liiin,  ill  evi-ry  dirLt.-lkin.  in  *iu'.-«-t  of  a 
rril  ill  tlie  gTLiund  ;  but  a  (Mia  tr>-e  \ay  Dear 
(•'  t-in-uniHttiuces  requin^d  desjiorato  rtroedio. 
I  liiiu  jiantUul  to  the  glen,  at  tb«  bru»  of  tlie 
.,  iiiitl  lliL-n  to  force  IiLi  person  as  close  as  po»- 
vi-r  silk,  took  but  a  momont.  Previously  fa> 
L  his  piirsuci^  however,  I>ocrsl.'iyer  stood  on 
a  a  cry  of  triunijili,  its  if  exulting  at  the 
lliiit  l:iy  bcrforc  him.  In  tlie  next  instant 
viilh  thu  tree. 

t  i.-xjMH)ii'iit  adoplcil,  than  tbe  y 

■  Tiite  Irnd  \>Lvn  his  own  efforts,  by  the  rio- 

l^  in  his  fnime.     He  could  lienr  ]m  heart 

like  the  nclion  of  n  bellows  in  quick 

and   the   henrt  soon 

if  about  to  brenk  lliruugli  its  confinemenL 

ho  toiled   01)  the  oni>osite  side  iif  iba 
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would  have  seized  it  to  rise  and  fly.  Not  so  with  Deerslayer. 
He  still  lay  quiet,  watching  with  jealous  ngilancc  every  move- 
ment below,  and  fast  regaining  his  breath. 

The  Ilurons  now  resembled  a  pack  of  hounds  at  f  lult.  Little 
was  said,  but  each  man  ran  about,  examining  the  <1ead  Knaves, 
as  the  hound  hunts  for  the  lost  scent.  The  great  number 
of  moccasins  that  had  passed  made  the  examination  difficult, 
though  the  in-toe  of  an  Indian  was  easily  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  freer  and  wider  step  of  a  white  man.  I^lieving  that 
no  more  pursuers  remained  behind,  and  hoping  to  steal  away 
unseen,  Deerslayer  suddenly  threw  himself  over  the  tree,  and 
fell  on  the  upper  side.  Tliis  achievement  appeared  to  be 
effected  successfully,  and  ho)»e  beat  high  in  the  bosom  of  the 
fugitive.  Rising  to  his  hands  and  feet,  after  a  moment  lost  in 
listening  to  the  sounds  in  the  glen,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he 
had  been  seen,  the  young  man  next  scrambled  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  a  distance  of  only  ten  yards,  in  the  exj)ectation  of  getting 
its  brow  between  him  and  his  pursuers,  and  himself  so  far  under 
cover.  Even  this  was  effected,  and  he  rose  to  his  feet,  walking 
swiftly  but  steadily  along  the  summit,  in  a  direction  op|)Osite  to 
that  in  which  he  had  tirst  fled.  The  nature  of  the  calls  in  the 
glen,  however,  soon  made  him  uneasy,  and  he  sprang  upon  the 
summit,  again,  in  order  to  reconnoitre.  No  sooner  did  he  reach 
the  height  than  he  was  seen,  and  the  chase  renewed.  As  it  was 
better  footing  on  the  level  ground,  Deerslayer  now  avoided  the 
side-hill,  holding  his  flight  along  the  ridge ;  while  the  Ilurons, 
judging  from  the  general  formation  of  the  land,  saw  that  the 
ridge  would  soon  melt  into  the  hollow,  and  kept  to  the  latter,  as 
the  easiest  mode  of  heading  the  fugitive.  A  few,  at  the  sjime 
time,  turned  south,  with  a  view  to  prevent  his  escaping  in  that 
direction ;  while  some  crossed  his  trail  towards  the  water,  in 
order  to  prevent  his  retreat  by  the  lake,  running  southerly. 

The  situation  of  Deerslayer  was  now  more  critical  than  it  ever 
had  l)een.  He  wa<«  virtually  surrounded  on  three  sides,  having 
the  lake  on  the  fourth.  But  he  had  pondered  well  on  all  the 
chauceft,  and  took  his  measures  with  coolness,  even  while  at  the 


top  of  Ills  sffod.  .\s  is  genemliy  the  caiso  witli  ihu  vigoroDB 
IxirUi'i'-mt-ii,  1k'  t'utilJ  outrun  any  single  ludian  lunoug  Lu  pur- 
i-iicrs,  who  viiTc  priiii;i|ially  formidable  to  him  on  boooudI  of 
ilii'ir  luimb.'ry,  :it]<t  tlic  advaiitngca  they  possessed  in  position ; 
mill  lie  would  not  have  hesitated  to  break  oS,  in  a  straight  line, 
:ii.  iiiiv  H[x>t.  could  lie  have  got  the  whole  hnnd  again  fiurly  be- 
hind him.  Itiit  no  such  chiiiicc  did,  or  indeed  could  now  iiSir ; 
;ind  whi-n  he  ti)iind  (liat  he  was  descending  towards  the  glen,  by 
the  iiieliiiig  away  ,of  the  rid^,  he  turned  Mhorl,  at  right  angira 
lu  his  pri'vioih'  ixiurse,  and  went  down  the  declivity  with  tremea- 
duu)!  vfluoity,  huiding  his  way  towards  the  shore.  Some  of  his 
luirsLiors  i-.iitie  pHtiling  up  tlie  bill,  in  direct  chase,  while  most 
still  ki'jit  oil.  in  the  ravine,  intending  to  head  him  at  its  termi- 

IKiTilayer  had  now  a  different,  though  a  de»pemte  project  in 
vi<'W.  Ab:ind<itiin<;  all  thoughts  of  escape  by  the  woods,  he 
niiiili'  the  l".'sl  ijf  his  way  towards  the  canoe.  He  knew  wh^fl 
it  I:iv  :  (MuM  it  Ih'  ri'uched,  he  had  only  to  run  tlie  gauntlet  of 
;i  feu  rifl.-s,  ;iii,l  siivwss  would  be  certiiin.    None  of  the  w 
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his  parched  mouth,  by  scooping  up  water  in  his  hand  to  drink. 
8till  the  moments  pressed,  and  he  soon  stood  at  the  side  of  the 
canoe.  The  first  glance  told  him  that  the  paddles  had  been  re- 
moved !  This  was  a  sore  disappointment  afler  all  his  efforts, 
and,  for  a  single  moment,  he  thought  of  turning  and  of  facing 
his  foes  by  walking  with  dignity  into  the  centre  of  the  camp 
again.  But  an  infernal  yell,  such  as  the  American  savage  alone 
can  raise,  proclaimed  the  quick  approach  of  the  nearest  of  his 
pursuers,  and  the  instinct  of  life  triumphed.  Preparing  him- 
self duly,  and  gi>nng  a  right  direction  to  its  bows,  he  ran  ofi 
into  the  water  bearing  the  canoe  before  him,  threw  all  his 
strength  and  skill  into  a  lust  effort,  and  cast  himself  forward  so 
as  to  fidl  into  the  bottom  of  the  light  craft,  without  materially 
impeding  its  way.  llere  he  remained  on  his  back,  b<jth  to  re- 
gain his  breath  and  to  cover  his  person  from  the  deadly  rifle. 
The  lightness,  which  was  such  an  advantage  in  paddling  the 
canoe,  now  operated  unfavorably,  llie  material  was  so  like  a 
feather  that  the  boat  had  no  momentum ;  else  would  the  im- 
pulse in  that  smooth  and  ]>1acid  sheet  have  im]>elled  it  to  a  dis- 
tance from  the  shore*,  that  would  have  rendered  paddling  with 
the  hands  safe.  Could  such  a  point  once  be  reached.  Deer- 
slayer  thought  he  might  get  far  enough  out  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  Chingachgook  and  Judith,  who  would  not  fail  to  come 
to  his  relief  with  other  canoes,  a  circumstance  that  promised 
everything.  As  the  young  man  lay  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe 
he  watched  its  movements,  by  studying  the  tops  of  the  trees  on 
the  mountain-side,  and  judged  of  his  distance  by  the  time  and 
the  motion.  Voices  on  the  shore  were  now  numerous,  and  he 
heard  something  said  alK)ut  maiming  the  raft,  which  fortunately 
for  the  fugitive  lay  at  a  considerable  distance  on  the  other  side 
of  the  point 

Perhaps  the  situation  of  Deerslayer  had  not  been  more  criti- 
cal that  day  than  it  was  at  this  moment  It  certainly  had  not 
been  one  half  as  tintalizing.  He  lay  perfectly  quiet  for  two  or 
three  minutes,  trusting  to  the  single  sense  of  hearing,  confident 
that  the  noise  in  the  lake  would  reach  his  ears,  did  any  oue 


■  &  ««1  E 
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\\\\\     By  this  time   the  canoe   had 
iiothiiiLT  visible  to  l)ei'rsl:iver,  as  he  i 
hhu*  void  of  space,  and  a  few  of  those 
fr.mi  the  effulgence  of  the  sun,  marki 
not  possible  to  endure  this  uncertain 
well  knew  that  the  profound  stillness 
never  being  so  silent  as  when  about  to 
the  stealthy  foot  of  the  panther  ere  h€ 
out  a  knife,  and  was  about  to  cut  a  I 
order  to  get  a  view  of  the  shore,  wbe 
of  being  seen  in  the  operation,  which 
where  to  aim  their  bullets.     At  this  m 
the  ball  pierced  both  sides  of  the  cane 
of  the  s|K)t  where  his  head  lay.     This 
hero  had  too  lately  gone  through  thf 
appalled.     He  lay  still  half  a  minute 
the  summit  of  an  oak  coming  slowly  w 
Unable  to  account  for  this  change, 
his  impatience  no  longer.     Hitching  I 
utmost  caution,  he  got  his  eye  at  the  bi 
commanded  a  ver\^  tolerable  view  of  tl 
one  of  those  imperceptible  imuulsf»»  ♦^^^ 


THE     DBBR8LAYER.  523 

roan^s  view,  as  has  boon  mentioncil,  and,  indeed,  to  come  in 
quite  as  close  proximity  with  the  extromity  of  the  point  as  was 
at  all  safe.  The  distance  could  not  much  have  exceeded  a  hun- 
dred feet,  thouu^h  fortunately  a  light  current  of  air  from  the 
south-west  beijan  to  set  it  slowlv  off  shore. 

Deerslayer  now  felt  the  urgent  necessity  of  resorting  to  some 
expedient  to  get  further  from  his  foes,  and,  if  possible,  to  apprise 
his  friends  of  his  situation.  The  distance  rendered  the  last  dif- 
ficult, while  the  proximity  to  the  point  rendered  the  first  indis- 
{»ensable.  Aa  was  usual  in  such  craft,  a  lai-ge,  round,  smootli 
stone  was  in  each  end  of  the  canoe,  for  the  double  |)urjx>s6 
of  seats  and  ballast;  one  of  these  was  within  reach  of  his 
fi'tft.  The  stone  he  contrived  to  get  so  far  between  his  legs  as 
to  reach  it  with  his  hands,  and  then  he  niana£:ed  to  roll  it  to 
the  side  of  its  fellow  in  the  bows,  where  the  two  served  to  keep 
the  trim  of  the  light  boat,  while  he  worked  his  own  boily  as  far 
afl  as  [Kjssible.  Before  quitting  the  shore,  and  as  soon  as  he 
perceived  that  the  paddles  were  gone,  Deerslayer  had  thrown 
a  bit  oi*  dead  branch  into  the  canoe,  and  this  was  within  reach 
of  his  arrn.  Removing  the  cap  he  wore,  he  put  it  on  the  end 
of  this  stick,  and  just  let  it  appear  over  the  edge  of  the  cjinoe, 
as  far  as  ]K>ssible  from  his  own  person.  This  ruse  was  scarcely 
adopted,  Ix'fore  the  young  man  had  a  proof  how  much  he  had 
underrated  the  intelligence  of  his  enemies.  In  contemj)t  of  an 
artifice  so  shallow  and  common-place,  a  bullet  was  tired  directly 
through  another  part  of  the  canoe,  which  actually  razed  his 
skin.  He  dropped  the  cap,  and  instantly  raised  it  immediately 
over  his  head,  as  a  safeguard.  It  would  seem  that  this  second 
artifice  was  unseen,  or  what  was  more  probable,  the  Hurons, 
feeling  certain  of  recovering  their  captive,  wished  to  take  him 
ahve. 

Deerslayer  lay  ]>assive  a  few  minutes  longer,  his  eye  at  the 
bullet-hole,  however,  and  much  did  he  rejoice  at  seeing  that  he 
was  drifting  gradually  further  and  further  from  the  shore. 
When  he  looked  upwards,  the  tree  tops  had  disa]>peared,  but  he 
soon  found  that  the  canoe  was  slowly  turning,  so  as  to  prevent 


fi...hl..-t\l::JLi^,.().:,ll„-H^.--,.(til 
iN.lLio.U  him  to  ii.cr,a.-*  IjU  .■ffut 
push  tbaD  comniun,  vhen  anot 
broke  the  ttick  out-bonrd,  and  al 
As  the  sound  of  voices  seemed  to 
however,  t>eerel8j>'r  dctennioed 
be  believed  himself  beyond  ibe  n 
vow  work,  but  it  vsaa  tbe  wise 
offered ;  and  the  young  man  was 
bj-  Ibi  circums:iince  llmt  he  felt 
proof  'irtt  there  ";is  a  httle  more 
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CHAPTER  XXVm. 

**  Nor  widows'  tenrs,  nor  lender  orphan*'  cries 
Can  stop  th'  invuder^'  force ; 
Not  swelling  seas,  nor  ihrentening  skiM, 
Prevent  the  pirate's  course  : 
Their  lives  to  selfith  ends  decreed. 
Through  blottd  and  niplne  they  proceed ; 
No  anxious  thoughts  of  Ul-repute, 
Suspend  the  impetuous  and  unjust  pursuit ; 
But  power  and  wealth  obtained,  guilty  and  great. 
Their  fellow-creaturefl'  fears  they  raise,  or  urge  their  hate." 

COMORKVIL 

By  this  time,  Deerslayer  had  been  twenty  minutes  in  the 
canoe,  and  he  began  to  grow  a  little  impatient  for  some  signs  of 
relief  from  his  friends.  The  position  of  the  boat  still  prevented 
his  seeing  in  any  direction,  unless  it  were  up  or  down  the  lake  ; 
and,  though  he  knew  that  his  line  of  sight  must  pass  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  castle,  it,  in  fact,  passed  that  distance  to 
the  westward  of  the  buildings.  The  profound  stillness  troubled 
him  also,  for  he  knew  not  whether  to  ascribe  it  to  the  increasing 
space  between  him  and  the  Indians,  or  to  some  new  artifice.  At 
length,  wearied  with  fruitless  watchfulness,  the  young  man  turned 
himself  on  his  back,  cK>sed  his  eyes,  and  awaited  the  result  in 
determined  acquiescence.  If  the  savages  could  so  completely 
control  their  thirst  for  revenge,  he  was  resolved  to  be  as  calm  as 
themselves,  and  to  trust  his  fate  to  the  interposition  of  the  cur- 
renU  and  air. 

Some  additional  ten  minutes  may  have  passed  in  this  quies- 
cent manner,  on  both  sides,  when  Deerslayer  thought  he  heard 
a  slight  noise,  like  a  low  rubbinjj  affjiinst  the  bottom  of  his 
canoe.  Ue  opened  his  eyes  of  course,  in  expectation  of  seeing 
the  face  or  arm  of  an  Indian  rising  from  the  water,  and  found 
that  a  canopy  of  leaves  was  imj>ending  directly  over  his  head. 


lill  li..  iMir,^;  hP  will   fi>rf,'ot  Iim 
his  l..gs." 

"  You've  the  best  of  it,  Uuroi 
ping  steadily  from  the  canoe,  and 
to  the  open  area  of  the  point ;  **  Pj 
an  onox])ected  msnner.  I'm  jou 
you'll  allow  tliat  I'm  as  good  at  bn 
ing  furloughs." 

"  My  young  friend  i^  a  moose  T  ■ 
legs  are  very  long ;  lliey  have  giw 
But  he  ia  not  a  liali ,  he  cannot  6nii 
did  not  shoot  him ;  liah  arc  taken  : 
bullets.     VVhen  he  turns  moose  ag) 

"Aye,  hftve  your  talk.  Rivenoab 
advantage.  Tis  your  right,  I  supj 
gill.  On  that  p'int  there'll  be  no  wo 
must  and  ought  lo  follow  their  gi 
women  b<?gin  to  tn'nt  and  abuse  me, 
pen,  let  'em  remember  that  if  a  pa 
long  as  it's  lawful  and  manful,  he  hni 
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which  does  he  like  best?     Perhaps  he  has  seen  enough  to 
change  his  mind  and  make  him  hear  reason/' 

*^  Speak  out,  Huron.  Something  is  in  your  thoughts,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  said,  the  sooner  you'll  get  my  answer.'' 

"'  That  is  straight !  There  is  no  turning  in  the  talk  of  my  pale- 
£ice  friend,  though  he  is  a  fox  in  running.  I  will  speak  to  him ; 
his  ears  are  now  open  wider  than  before,  and  liis  eyes  are  not 
sliut.  The  Sumach  is  poorer  than  ever.  Once  she  had  a  brother 
and  a  husband.  She  had  children  too.  The  time  came,  and 
the  husband  started  for  the  ha])py  hunting-grounds,  without 
saying  fere  well ;  he  left  her  alone  with  his  children.  This  he 
could  not  help,  or  he  would  not  have  done  it ;  le  Loup  Cervii.T 
was  a  good  husband.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  tlie  venison,  and 
wild  ducks,  and  geese,  and  bear's  meat,  that  hung  in  his  lodge, 
in  winter.  It  is  now  gone  ;  it  will  not  keep  in  warm  weather. 
Who  shall  bring  it  back  again  ?  Some  thought  the  brother 
would  not  forget  his  sister,  and  that,  next  winter,  he  would  see 
tliat  the  lodge  should  not  be  empty.  We  thought  this ;  but 
the  Panther  yelled,  and  followed  the  husband  on  the  path  of 
death.  They  are  now  trying  which  shall  first  reach  the  happy 
hunting-grounds.  Some  think  the  Lynx  can  run  fastest,  and 
some  think  the  Panther  can  jump  the  furthest  The  Sumach 
thinks  both  will  travel  so  fast  and  so  far,  that  neitlier  will  ever 
come  back.  Who  shall  feed  her  and  her  young  ?  The  man 
who  told  her  husband  and  her  brother  to  quit  her  lodge,  that 
there  might  be  room  for  him  to  come  into  it.  He  is  a  great 
hunter,  and  we  know  that  the  woman  will  never  want." 

""  Aye,  Huron^  this  is  soon  settled,  accordin'  to  your  notions ; 
but  it  goes  sorely  ag'in  the  grain  of  a  white  main's  feelin's. 
I've  heard  of  men's  saving  their  lives  this-away,  and  I've 
know'd  them  that  would  prefer  death  to  such  a  sort  of  cap- 
tivity. For  my  part,  I  do  not  seek  my  end ;  nor  do  I  seek 
matrimony." 

**  The  pale-face  will  think  of  this  while  my  people  get  ready 
for  the  council.  He  will  be  told  what  will  happen.  Let  him 
remember  how  liard  it  is  to  lose  a  husband  and  a  brother. 

23 
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■Ti   <.;irth.    l),:il   .-till    An 

S,  MuiiU^n  anil  iiiHxi"-,to.l  a  d.a. 
dt-al  uf  surjirise  and  nirai:  iinctsiii 
to  occur,  in  the  course  of  his  exj> 
He  saspected,  however,  mid  righ 
tneiit  was  intended,  and  tliat  the  i 
resortoJ  to,  in  order  to  work  on  hi 
Rivenoak  walked  ap  the  vistA  • 
sjteakiTig,  leaving  Deerslayer  bj 
penred  behind  the  covers  of  the  t 
HUch  scenes  might  have  believed  tl 
of  his  own  judgment.  Bat  the 
httle  amazement  at  the  dramatic  a 
■■  Jl  mies  too  well  to  &ncy  himself  at  I 
I..V  he  was  ignorant  how  far  the  Hurc 
1^^,  ficcs,  and  he  determined  to  bring  1 
1*^  ticable,  to  the  proof.  Affecting  an 
Vil^;  feeling,  he  strolled  about  the  area,  ^ 
ll^l!  nearer  to  the  spot  where  he  had 
quickened  his  pace,  though  carefiill 
flight,  and,  pushing  aside  the  bi 
bcwh.     Tl,«  /Ml" 


i 
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WAS  a  prisoner  on  the  narrow  tongue  of  land,  vigilantly  watched 
beyond  a  question,  and  with  no  other  means  of  escape  than 
that  of  swimming.  Ue  again  Uiought  of  this  last  expedient, 
but  the  certainty  that  the  canoe  would  be  sent  in  chase,  and 
the  desperate  nature  of  the  chances  of  success,  deterred  him 
from  the  undertaking.  While  on  the  strand,  he  came  to  a  spot 
where  the  bushes  had  been  cut,  and  thrown  into  a  small  ]iile. 
Removing  a  few  of  the  upper  branches,  he  found  beneath  them 
the  dead  body  of  the  Panther.  He  knew  that  it  was  kept  until 
the  savages  might  find  a  ])lace  to  inter  it,  when  it  would  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  scalping-knife.  He  gaze^l  wistfully 
towards  the  castle,  but  there  all  seemed  to  be  silent  and  deso- 
late ;  and  a  feeling  of  loneliness  and  desertion  camo  over  him 
to  increase  the  gloom  of  the  moment. 

'*  God*8  will  be  done !"  murmured  the  young  man,  as  he 
walked  sorrowfully  away  from  the  beach,  entering  again  beneath 
the  arches  of  the  wood  ;  "  God's  will  be  done,  on  'arth  as  it  is 
in  heaven  !  I  did  hope  that  my  days  would  not  be  numbered 
so  soon  !  but  it  matters  little,  a'ter  all.  A  few  more  winters, 
and  a  few  more  summers,  and  'twould  have  been  over,  accordiu' 
to  natur*.  Ah's  me !  the  young  and  acty  ve  seldom  think  death 
possible,  till  he  grins  in  their  faces  and  tells  'em  the  hour  Is 
come!" 

While  this  soliloquy  was  being  pronounced,  the  hunter  ad- 
vanced into  the  area,  where,  to  his  surprise,  he  saw  Hetty  alone, 
evidently  awaiting  his  return.  The  girl  carried  the  bible  under 
her  arm,  and  her  face,  over  which  a  shadow  of  gentle  mehincholy 
was  usually  thrown,  now  seemed  sad  and  downcast.  Moving 
nearer,  Deerslayer  spoke. 

"  Poor  Hetty,"  he  said,  "  times  have  been  so  troublesome  of 
late,  that  Fd  altogether  forgotten  you ;  we  meet,  as  it  might  be, 
to  mourn  over  what  is  to  happen.  I  wonder  what  has  become 
of  Chingachgook  and  Wah  !" 

"Why  did  you  kill  the  Huron,  Deerslayer?"  returned  the 
girl,  re})roachfully.     "  Don't  you  know  your  commandments, 
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wliit.li  siiy,  'Thou  i^halt  not  kill!'  They  tell  me  yoa  have  now 
ElaiiL  tlm  woiuiiu'a  liusbaod  nnd  brothcT." 

*■  It's  true,  my  g.xxl  Hetty,  'lis  gospel  truth,  and  ITl  not  deny 
wliiil  liii-i-uiiii' to  pu-is.  But,  you  must  remember,  gtii,  tlial 
m;inv  tliiii^'^  ari-  lawful  in  war,  B'liitti  would  be  ouliiwful  in  |>eai.-e. 
Til.-  !iu-b;inil  w!is  sliot  in  o\»a  fight ;  or  open  so  fiir  m  I  was 
ti'ii-uniiil,  wliilo  ho  had  a  better  cover  than  common ;  and  the 
lirtitliiT  I'ruui^lit  his  end  un  himself,  by  casdjig  Im  tomahawk  at 
un  unariii.'il  prisoner.     Did  you  witness  that  deed,  gal  T 

■■  i  s;iiv  it,  and  was  sorry  it  li:i|i]jened,  De^nslayer;  for  1 
luipiil  Vim  ivoiilJn't  have  returned  blow  for  blow,  but  guod  for 


at  may  do  among  the  niissionarie!>,  bnt  'twould 
(1  !ifi!  in  the  woods.  Tlie  Panther  craved  my 
i  fiHilish  enough  tn  throw  arms  into  my  liand^ 
■tit  he  was  striving  a'ter  it  Twould  have  been 
1  Mise  a  hand  in  such  a  trial,  and  'twould  have 
my  training  and  gift^.  No,  no;  I'm  as  willing 
Divn,  as  another ;  and  so  I  hope  you'll 
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that  lie  was  the  only  young  man  known  to  both, — "  and  that  he 
had  fallen  on  a  war-path,  would  you  wish  to  take  to  your 
bosom,  for  a  husband,  the  man  that  slew  him  ?^' 

**  Oh !  no,  no,  no,"  returned  the  girl,  shuddering.  "  That 
would  bo  wicked,  as  well  as  heartless !  No  Christian  girl  could 
or  would  do  that  I  never  shall  be  the  wife  of  Iluny,  I  know ; 
but  were  he  my  husband,  no  man  should  ever  be  it  again  after 
his  death." 

"  I  thought  it  would  get  to  this,  Hetty,  when  you  come  to 
understand  sarcumstances.  Tis  a  moral  impossibility  that  1 
should  ever  marry  Sumach  ;  and  though  Injin  weddin's  have  n<i 
priests,  and  not  much  religion,  a  white  man  who  knows  his  gifb* 
and  duties,  can't  profit  by  that,  and  so  make  his  escape  at  the 
fitting  time.  I  do  think  death  would  be  more  natVal  like,  and 
welcome,  than  wedlock  with  this  woman." 

**  Don't  say  it  too  loud,"  interrupted  Hetty,  impatiently  ;  "  I 
suppose  she  will  not  like  to  hear  it  I'm  sure  Hurry  would 
rather  marry  even  me,  than  suffer  torments,  though  1  am  feeble- 
minded ;  and  I  am  sure  it  would  kill  me  to  think  he'd  prefei 
death  to  being  my  husband." 

"  Aye,  gal ;  you  an't  Sumach,  but  a  comely  young  Christian, 
with  a  good  heart,  pleasant  smile,  and  kind  eye.  Hurry  might 
be  proud  to  get  you,  and  that,  too,  not  in  misery  and  sorrow, 
but  in  his  best  and  happiest  days.  Howsever,  take  my  advice, 
and  never  talk  to  Hurry  about  these  things  ;  he's  only  a  borderer, 
at  the  best" 

"  I  wouldn't  tell  him  for  the  world !"  exclaimed  the  girl,  look- 
ing about  her,  like  one  affrighted,  and  blushing  she  knew  not 
why.  "  Mother  always  said  young  women  shouldn't  be  forward, 
and  s])eak  their  minds  before  they're  asked  ;  oh  !  I  never  forget 
what  mother  told  me.  'Tis  a  pity  Hurry  is  so  handsome,  Deer- 
slayer  ;  I  do  think  fewer  girls  would  like  him  then,  and  he 
would  sooner  know  his  own  mind." 

**  Poor  gal,  poor  gal,  it's  plain  enough  how  it  is ;  but  the  Lord 
will  bear  in  mind  one  of  your  simple  heart  and  kind  feelin's  1 
Well  talk  no  more  of  these  things ;  if  you  had  reason,  you'd  be 


fiornivrfiil  nt  hn\itig  let  others  bo  much  into  your  Kcret;  Tell 
nil.  Hitly,  wliiit  hiis  Ix-coiiio  <if  all  thu  Huroiia,  and  why  tliey 
lit  yni  roam  iilwiit  tbe  pint,  as  if  you,  too,  was  a  prisoner  I" 

•Till  till  iiris,itiL-r,  IJeerelayer,  but  a  frpo  girl,  and  go  when 
iiiid  wln-ri^  I  |ile;tsi;.  Nobody  dare  hurt  tat!  If  tfaerdid,  God 
Miiulcl  li'  aii^y — as  I  can  show  thcni  in  tLu  Uiblc.  No — no — 
IL'tty  lliitU'r  is  not  afraid;  sht»  in  good  bands.  The  Hnrona 
•■vi-  \\\i  viiikIit  in  tlic  woods,  and  keep  a  good  wateb  on  ua  both, 
I'll  iin'^wiT  for  il,  since  all  the  womuu  and  children  are  on  tli« 
Imik-iiiit.  Soiiiu  are  burying  the  body  of  the  poor  giri  who 
»;ls  sliDt,  so  that  the  enemy  and  the  wild  beasts  can't  liod 
li.  I  tiild  'I'lii  that  father  and  mother  lay  in  the  lake,  but  1 
u'uiiMu't  li't  tiiotn  know  in  what  }iurt  of  it,  for  Judith  and  f 
dtiti'i  want  any  of  liii'ir  heathenish  company  in  our  buryii^ 

'■  All's  nil; !     Weil,  it  u  an  awful  desp&tck  to  be  standing 

lii'r.',  :lllv<^  ;iiid  iiii^'ry,  and  with  the  feclin's  up  and  furioikt,  one 
lir>\ir.  ;<ii<.l  [lii-iL  to  bi!  carried  away  at  the  next,  and  put  out  of 

in  !i  holj   in   the   'artli.     No  o 
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tood  near  him  ;  but,  now  that  the  brother  of  Sumach  had  fid- 
len,  tlicro  was  no  longer  any  recognised  chief  present,  whose 
influence  and  authority  offered  a  dangeroas  rivah-y  to  his  own. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  well  known  that  little  which  could  be  called 
monarchical  or  despotic,  entered  into  the  pohtics  of  the  North 
American  tribes,  although  the  first  colonists,  bringing  with  them 
to  this  hemu%))here  the  notions  and  opinions  of  their  own  coun- 
tries, often  dignified  the  chief  men  of  those  primitive  nations 
with  the  titles  of  kings  and  princes.  Hereditary  influence  did 
certainly  exist ;  but  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  it  existed 
rather  as  a  consequence  of  hereditary  merit  and  acijuired  quali- 
fications, than  as  a  birth-right.  Rivenoak,  however,  had  not 
even  this  claim — having  risen  to  consideration  purely  by  the 
force  of  talonU,  sagacity,  and,  as  Bacon  exi>resses  it,  in  relation 
to  all  distinguished  statesmen,  "  by  a  union  of  great  and  mean 
qualities;"  a  truth  of  which  the  career  of  the  profound  English- 
man himself  furnishes  so  apt  an  illustration. 

Next  to  arms,  eloquence  off'ers  the  great  avenue  to  popu- 
lar favor,  whether  it  lx»  in  civihzed  or  savage  life ;  and 
Rivenoak  had  succeeded,  as  so  many  have  succeeded  before  liim, 
quite  as  much  by  rendering  fall:icies  acceptable  to  his  listi-ners, 
a?  by  any  profound  or  learned  expositions  of  truth,  or  the  aecu- 
racy  of  his  logic.  NeviTtheless,  he  had  influence ;  and  was  far 
from  being  altogether  without  just  claims  to  its  jxissession. 
Like  most  men  who  rea«*on  more  than  they  feel,  the  Huron  w.is 
not  addicted  to  the  indulgence  of  the  mere  ferocious  jia^^sion^  of 
his  people  :  he  had  been  commonly  found  on  the  side  of  mercy, 
in  all  the  scenes  of  vindictive  torture  and  revenge  that  had 
occurred  in  his  tribe,  since  his  own  attainment  to  power.  On 
the  present  occasion,  he  was  reluctant  to  pnxieed  to  extremities, 
although  the  provocation  was  so  great ;  still  it  exceeded  his 
ingenuity  to  s«»e  how  that  alternative  could  well  be  avoided. 
Sumach  resente<l  her  rejection  more  than  she  did  the  deaths  of 
her  husband  and  brother,  and  there  was  little  probability  that 
the  woman  would  pardon  a  man  who  had  so  unequivocally  pre- 
ferred death  to  her  enil>races.     Without  her  forgiveness,  tin  r^ 


ana    boys  liaJ    Ixmmi    j)n'j»arin<j!;  sj> 
whic'li  he  \v»'ll  knew  were   to   be   j 
flames,  wliile  two  or  thn'e  of  tlie 
of  bark  v^-ith  which  he  was  to  be 
tant  fire  announced  that  the  burnin 
atid  several  of  the  elder  warriors 
edges  of  their  tomahawks,  as  if  t 
temper.      Even  the  knives  seemec 
impatient  for  the  bloody  and  mercil 
"  Killer  of  Uie  Deer,"  recommenc 
out  any  signs  of  sympathy  or  pity  i 
calmness  and  dignity  ;  "  Killer  of  t 
people  knew  their  minds.     The  sun 
tired  of  waiting  on  the   Ilurons,  he 
pines  on  this  side  of  the  valley.     He 
the  country  of  our   French  fathers  ; 
that  their  lodges  are  empty,  and  that 
The  roaming  wolf  has  his  den,  and  1 
to  see  his  young.     The  Iroquois  are 
They  have  villages,  and  wigwams,  an 
spirits  will  be  tired  of  watching  thei 
go  back  and  see  to  th<»ir  own  busi 
the  loH'»'*°  "•' —  '' 
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"  Then  take  'em  dead,  Huron,"  firmly,  but  altogether  nvithout 
dramatic  boasting,  returned  the  captive.  "  My  hour  is  come,  I 
do  suppose  ;  and  what  must  be,  must.  If  you  are  bent  on  the 
tortur\  V\\  do  my  indivors  to  bear  up  ag'in  it,  though  no 
man  can  say  how  far  Ins  natur'  will  stand  pain,  until  he's  been 
tried." 

"  The  pale-face  cur  begins  to  put  his  tail  between  his  legs !" 
cried  a  young  and  garrulous  savage,  who  bore  the  appropriate 
title  of  the  Corbeau  Rouge  ;  a  sobriquet  he  had  gained  from  the 
French,  by  his  facility  in  making  unseasonable  noises,  and  an 
undue  tendency  to  hear  his  own  voice  ;  "  he  is  no  warrior ;  he 
has  killed  the  Loup  Ccrvier  when  looking  behind  him  not  to 
Bee  the  flash  of  his  own  rifle.  He  grunts  like  a  hog,  already  ; 
when  the  Huron  women  begin  to  torment  him,  he  will  cry  like 
the  young  of  the  caUimount.  He  is  a  Delaware  woman,  dressed 
in  the  skin  of  a  Yengee^e !" 

**  Have  your  say,  young  man  ;  have  your  say,"  returned  Deer- 
slayer,  unmoved;  "you  know  no  l)etter,  and  I  can  overlook  it. 
Talking  may  aggravate  women,  but  can  hardly  make  knivee 
8harj>er,  fire  hotter,  or  rifles  more  sartaiii." 

Rivenoak  now  interfered,  reproving  the  Red  Crow  for  his  pre- 
mature interference,  and  then  directing  the  proper  persons  to 
bind  the  captive.  This  expedient  was  adopted,  not  from  any 
apprehensions  that  he  would  escape,  or  from  any  necessity  that 
was  yet  apparent,  of  his  being  unable  to  endure  the  torture  with 
his  limbs  free,  but  from  an  ingenious  design  of  making  him  feel 
his  helplessness  and  of  gradually  sapping  his  resolution,  by 
undermining  it,  as  it  might  be,  little  by  little.  Deerslayer  offered 
no  resistance.  He  submitted  his  anns  and  legs,  freely  if  not 
cheerfully,  to  the  ligaments  of  bark,  which  were  bound  around 
them,  by  order  of  the  chief,  in  a  way  to  produce  as  little  pain 
as  possible.  These  directions  were  secret,  and  given  in  a  hope 
that  the  captive  would  finally  save  himself  from  any  serious 
bodily  suflfering,  by  consenting  to  take  the  Sumach  for  a  wife. 
As  soon  as  the  body  of  Deerslayer  was  withed  in  bark  sufficiently 

to  create   a  lively   sense   of  helplessness,    he    was    literally 

23* 
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rrii-il  to  A  young  Irec,  and  bound  agunst  it,  in  a  way  thai 
11:11111]]}'  j>ivvoii(0(l  liiin  from  moviog,  as  well  as  froin  fallii^ 
i<>  Imuds  n'<>re  Liiil  llat  ngaiost  the  l^s,  anil  thongti  were 
«-.■.!  ov.'r  Jill,  iti  11  waj  nearly  to  iiicor[ior8te  the  prisoni-r  witli 
L-  tr<.-o.  His  ciiji  was  tlien  removed,  and  be  whs  U'fl  bal< 
uiiliti^.  lialt^U'Liiticd  by  liis  bonds,  to  Sice  the  coming  tcene 
tlir-  licr^l  iiiiiniier  1il-  could. 

I'l'i'viuusly  tu  jiroix'Ciling  to  anything  like  eitremitjes,  it  was 
I'  nisli  of  ICivetioiik  to  put  hiB  ca{iUve'H  resolution  to  tbe  proof, 
reni-wiiii;  the  nttcm])!  at  a  oomprombe.  This  could  be 
ucli.ii  otily  in  one  manner,  the  acquiescence  ot  the  Sumach 
iing  in<lis]ien».ibly  iicc<«sary  to  a  compromise  of  her  right  to 
'  rpvi'Ugcd.  Willi  this  view,  then,  the  woman  was  next  de- 
-oil  to  iiilviini'i',  and  to  look  to  her  own  interest;  no  agent 
iiii;  i-on-iidt.-rt'il  ns  efficient  as  the  principal  herself  in  this  ne- 
•tialiiiii.  Till'  liicliun  females,  when  ^rls,  ar»  usually  mild 
111  >u)iiMi<>'v<',  willi  musii'.il  tones,  plea.sant  voices,  and  merry 
iii;li4 ;  but  Itiil  and  sufi'-'ring  generally  deprive  them  of  mu«t 
tlii'si-  !ul\  niit;iiri>!i  by  tlio  lime  tliey  hsve  reached  an  age  which 
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region,  transferred  to  his  own  nation,  as  well  a«»  a  husband  for 
a  woman  who  he  felt  would  be  likely  to  be  troublesome,  wore 
any  of  her  claims  to  the  attention  and  care  of  the  triln?  o\er- 
looked. 

In  conformity  with  this  scheme  the  Sumach  had  been  se- 
cretly  advised  to  advance  into  the  circle,  and  to  make  her  appeal 
to  the  prisoner's  sense  of  justice  l)efore  the  band  had  recourse  to 
the  last  experiment  The  woman,  nothing  loath,  consented; 
for  there  was  some  such  attraction,  in  becoming  the  wife  of  a 
noted  hunter,  among  the  females  of  the  trilx^,  \\<  is  ex|>erienced 
by  the  sex  in  more  refined  life  when  they  In'stow  th<ir  hands 
on  the  affluent  As  the  duties  of  a  mother  wen*  tliought  to  be 
paramount  to  all  other  considerations,  the  widow  felt  none  of 
that  embarrassment  in  preferring  her  claims,  to  whirh  even  a 
female  fortune-hunter  among  ourselves  might  be  liable.  When 
she  stood  forth  before  the  whole  party,  therefore,  the  children 
that  she  led  by  the  hand  fully  justified  all  she  did. 

"  You  see  me  before  you,  cruel  pale-face,"  the  woman  com- 
menced ;  "  your  spirit  must  tell  you  my  errand.  1  hav**  found 
you;  I  cannot  find  le  Louji  Cervier,  nor  the  Panther;  T  have 
looked  for  them  in  the  lake,  in  the  woods,  in  the  clouds.  I 
cannot  say  where  they  have  gone." 

**  No  man  knows,  good  Sumach,  no  man  knows,"  interposed 
the  captive.  "  When  the  sj)irit  leaves  the  body  it  passes  into  a 
world  beyond  our  knowledge,  and  the  wisest  way  for  them  that 
are  left  Ix'hind  is  to  hope  for  the  best  No  doubt  both  your 
warriors  have  gone  to  the  happy  hunting-grounds,  and  at  the 
proper  time  you  will  see  'em  ag'in  in  their  inii)rove<l  state. 
Hie  wife  and  sister  of  braves  must  have  looked  forward  U)  some 
such  tarminatioT)  of  their  'arthly  careers." 

"  Cruel  pale-face,  what  had  my  warriors  done  that  you  should 
slay  them  ?  They  were  the  best  hunters  and  the  bold«*st  young 
men  of  their  trilx; ;  the  Great  Spirit  intended  that  they  should 
live  until  they  withered  like  the  branches  of  the  hemlock,  and 
fell  of  their  own  weight" 

**  Nay,  nay,  good  Sumach,"  interrupted  the  Deeralayer,  whose 


£f?iS  TUK      DSEKSLATBR. 

love  uf  trull]  u'iLs  hm  iiidomiUble  to  listen  to  such  brpcrbole 
with  patH-iici',  cvoii  liioiigh  it  came  from  the  torn  breast  of  a 
willow, — "  Nay,  uav,  good  Smimch,  this  is  a  little  outdoing 
rv'l-skin  j.rMIfgos.  Young  man  whs  neither,  any  more  than 
you  laii  \>c  c:ill.d  a  young  nonian  ;  and  as  to  the  Gwat  S|iirit's 
ujt<'iiJiiL>i  tliiii  (lii'y  rIiuuM  &II  otherwise  thnn  they  did,  that'!> 
a  gi'iiivoiis  nii.'-laki.-,  inasmuch  as  what  the  Great  S^urit  intends 
LS  $;irtain  to  comi-  (o  pass.  Then,  ^'in,  it's  plain  enough  neither 
of  your  fri'nJs  ilid  ine  any  barm :  1  raised  my  hand  ag'in 
'cm  on  ai'courit  uf  what  they  were  itriving  to  do,  rather  tlian 
what  they  did.     This  is  nat'ral  law, '  to  do,  lest  you  should  Ii>.> 

"  It  is  so.  Suninch  has  but  one  tongue ;  she  can  t«Il  bat  one 
stiry.  Till'  |.nlc-f:ice  struck  the  Hurons,  lest  the  Elurons  should 
slrikf  him.  Tlii-  Ilurons  are  a  just  n.ition  ;  they  will  forget  it. 
Tile  I'liii-fs  will  sliut  their  eyes,  and  protend  not  to  have  seen  it. 
Thy  yciiiuiT  m,  n  will  believe  the  Panther  and  the  Lvnx  have 
iron.;  to  t'ar-iill'  liimt.s ;  .-md  the  Sumach  will  take  her  diildn>n 
by  ihi'  Ii.iiiil.  am!   pi   into  tlie  lodge  of  the  pale-fiiee,  and  riit. 
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began  to  grow  restive  under  the  vivid  pictures  she  was  drawing, 
^  all  this  is  nothing  U>  me.  People  and  kindred  must  take  care 
of  their  own  fatherless,  leaving  them  tliat  have  no  children  to 
their  own  loneliness.  As  for  me,  I  have  no  ofifspring,  and  I  want 
no  wife.  Now,  go  away.  Sumach ;  leave  me  in  the  hands  of 
your  chiefs ;  for  my  color,  and  gifts,  and  natur'  itself,  cry  out 
ag'in  the  idee  of  taking  you  for  a  wife." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  expatiate  on  the  eftect  of  this  downright 
refusal  of  the  woman's  proposals.  If  there  was  anything  like 
tenderness  in  her  bosom, — and  no  woman  was,  probably,  t*ver 
entirely  without  that  feminine  quality, — it  ail  disappeared  at 
Uiis  plain  announcement.  Fury,  rage,  mortified  pride,  and  a 
volcano  of  wrath,  burst  out  at  one  explosion,  converting  her 
into  a  sort  of  maniac,  as  it  might  be  at  the  touch  of  a  magi- 
cian's wand.  Without  deigning  a  reply  in  words,  she  made  the 
arches  of  the  forest  ring  with  screams,  and  then  flew  forward  at 
her  victim,  seizing  him  by  the  hair,  which  she  appeared  resolute 
to  draw  out  by  the  roots,  it  was  some  time  before  her  grasp 
could  be  loosened.  Fortunately  for  the  prisoner,  her  rage  was 
blind,  since  his  total  helplessness  left  him  entirely  at  her  mercy ; 
had  it  been  better  directt'd,  it  might  have  proved  fatal  before 
any  relief  could  have  been  offered.  As  it  was,  she  did  succeed 
in  wrenching  out  two  or  three  handfuls  of  hair,  before  tlie 
young  men  could  tear  her  away  from  her  victim. 

The  insult  that  had  been  offered  to  tiie  Sumach  was  deemed 
an  insult  to  the  whole  tribe ;  not  so  much,  however,  on  account 
of  any  respect  that  was  felt  for  the  woman,  as  on  account  of 
the  honor  of  the  Huron  nation.  Sumach,  herself^  was  generally 
considered  to  be  as  acid  as  the  berry  from  which  she  derived 
her  name ;  and  now  that  her  great  sup[)orters,  her  husband 
and  brother,  were  both  gone,  few  cared  about  concealing  their 
aversion.  Nevertheless,  it  had  becH)me  a  )X)int  of  honor  to 
punish  the  pale-face  who  dis<lained  a  Huron  woman,  and  more 
particularly,  one  who  coolly  preferred  death  to  relieving  the 
bribe  from  the  support  of  a  widow  and  her  children.     The 
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CHAI^TER  XXIX. 

**  The  ngly  bear  now  minded  not  the  stake. 
Nor  how  the  crael  mastiffA  do  him  tear ; 
The  Kf!if  lay  itlll,  aiiroiued  tmni  the  brake. 
The  fiMtmy  boir  fcarvd  not  the  hnnter*s  xpoar : 
All  thing  was  still  In  desert,  iiush,  and  briar.** 

Lord  Dorskt. 

It  was  one  of  the  common  expedients  of  the  saxagcs,  on  such 
occasions,  to  put  the  nerves  of  their  victims  to  the  severest  proofs. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  a  matter  of  Indian  pride  to  betray 
no  yielding  to  terror  or  pain ;  but  for  the  prisoner  U)  provoke 
his  enemies  to  such  acts  of  violence  as  would  soonest  prmluce 
death.  Many  a  warrior  had  been  known  to  bring  liis  own  suf- 
ferings to  a  more  speedy  termination,  by  taunting  reproaches 
and  revihiig  language,  when  he  found  that  his  physical  system 
was  giving  way  under  the  agony  of  sufferings,  produced  by  a 
hellish  ingenuity,  that  might  well  eclipse  all  that  has  been  said 
of  the  infernal  devices  of  religious  j>ersecution.  This  happy 
expedient  of  taking  refuge  from  the  ferocity  of  his  foes  in  their 
passions,  was  denied  Deerslayer,  however,  by  his  peculiar  notions 
of  the  duty  of  a  white  man ;  and  he  had  stoutly  made  up 
his  mind  to  endure  everything,  iu  preference  to  disgracing  his 
color. 

N^o  sooner  did  the  young  men  undersbmd  that  they  were  at 
liberty  to  commence,  tlian  some  of  the  boldest  and  most  forward 
among  them  sprang  into  the  arena,  tomahawk  in  hand.  Here 
they  prepared  to  throw  that  dang<'n>us  w<*ajK)n,  the  object  being 
to  strike  the  tree  as  near  as  j>ossible  to  the  victim's  head,  with- 
out absolutely  hitting  him.  Tliis  was  so  hazardous  an  experi- 
ment, tliat  none  but  those  who  were  known  to  be  exceedingly 
expert  with  the  weapon  were  allowed  to  enter  the  lists  at  all, 


conqurror,  wiuMi  tiio  teinptati 
same  in  an  nor,  and  ]>ossihly  wit 
the   warrior   had   fallen,    otlere 
rendered  the  ordeal  of  the  to 
Deerslayer. 
'  It  would  seem,  however,  ths 

sliall  call  tlie  lists,  were  more  disp 
than  to  resent  the  deaths  of  t 
himself  for  the  trial,  with  the  fe 
the  desire  for  vengeance ;  and 
prisoner  had  little  more  conne: 
out  of  the  int4T(»st  that  necess: 
target  The  young  men  were  e. 
Rivenoak  thouj^ht  he  still  saw  i 
life  of  the  captive,  when  the  van 
i  gratified ;  always  admitting,  thai 

cate  experiments  that  were  abou) 
The  first  youth  who  presented 
the  Raven,  having  as  yet  had 
more  warlike  sobriquet.  He  wj 
sion  rather  than  for  skill  or  exp 
character,  thought  the  captive  in 

1_*a1  1  »■%.■* 
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2^od  warrior  of  great  merit,  who  was  then  in  the  lodges  of  the 
tribe.  Still,  our  hero  maintained  an  appearance  of  self-posses- 
sion. He  had  made  up  his  mind  that  bis  hour  was  como,  and 
it  would  have  bi»en  a  mercy,  inf^tead  of  a  calamity,  to  fall  by  the 
iinsteadiness  of  the  first  hand  that  was  raised  against  him. 
Aftt»r  a  suitable  number  of  flourishes  and  gesticulations,  that  pro- 
mised much  more  than  he  could  perform,  the  Raven  let  the  toma- 
hawk quit  his  hand.  The  weapon  whirled  through  the  air,  with 
the  usual  evolutions,  cut  a  chip  from  the  sapling  to  which  the 
prisoner  was  bound,  within  a  few  inches  of  his  cheek,  and 
stuck  in  a  large  oak  that  grew  several  yards  behind  him.  This 
was  decidedly  a  bad  effort,  and  a  common  sneer  proclaimed  as 
much,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  young  man.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  was  a  general,  but  suppressed  murmur  of 
admiration,  at  the  steadiness  with  which  the  captive  htood  the 
trial.  The  head  was  the  only  part  he  could  move,  and  this  had 
be<m  pur|x>8ely  lefl  free,  that  the  tormentors  might  have  the 
amusement,  and  the  tormented  endure  the  shame,  of  dodging, 
and  otherwise  attempting  to  avoid  the  blows.  Deerslayer  dis- 
appointed these  hopes,  by  a  command  of  nerve  that  rendered 
his  whole  body  as  immovable  as  the  tree  to  which  he  was  bound. 
Nor  did  he  even  adopt  the  natural  and  usual  expedient  of  shut- 
ting his  eyes :  the  firmest  and  oldest  warrior  of  the  red  men 
never  having  more  disdainfully  denied  himself  this  advantage, 
under  similar  circumstances. 

The  Raven  had  no  sooner  made  his  unsuccessful  and  puerile 
effort  than  he  was  succeeded  by  le  I>aim-Mose,  or  The  Moose  ; 
a  middle-aged  warrior,  who  was  particularly  skilful  in  the  use 
of  the  tomahawk,  and  from  whose  attempt  the  spectators 
confidently  looked  for  gratification.  This  man  had  none  of  the 
good-nature  of  the  Raven,  but  he  would  gladly  have  sacrificed 
the  captive  to  his  hatred  of  the  pale-faces  generally,  were  it  not 
for  the  greater  interest  he  felt  in  his  own  success  as  one  particu- 
larly skilful  in  the  use  of  this  wea^>on.  He  took  his  stand 
quietly,  but  with  an  air  of  confidence,  poised  his  little  axo  but  a 
UDgle  instant,  advanced  a  foot  with  a  quick  motion,  and  throw. 


Gnrcon   qui  Bcnidi^  who   came  h 
liniiiiil  or  a  goat  at  play.      This  w; 
whose    muscles    seemed    always    i 
affected,  or  who  from  habit  \vj\s  ac 
other   manDer,  than    by  showing 
Nevertheless,  he  was  both  brave 
the  respect  of  his  people  by  deeds 
in  the  hunts.     A  far  nobler  name 
to  his  share,  had  not  a  Frenchman 
him   this  sobriquet^  which  he  reli 
from  his  great  father,  who  lived  bej 
Bounding  Boy  skipped  about  in  fr 
him  with  his  tomahaw  k,  now  on  oi 
and  tlien  again  in  front,  in  the  vain 
some  sign  of  fear,  by  this  |)ara<le  ol 
slayer's  patience  became  exhausted 
he  sj)oke  for  the  first  time  since 
menced. 

'*  Throw  away,  Huron  !''  he  crie< 
forget  its  ar'n'd.     Why  do  you  kec 
that's  showing  its  dam   how  well 
warrior  ^own,  yourself,  and  a  warr 
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made  it  difficult  to  repress  his  feelings,  and  the  words  were 
scarcely  past  the  lips  of  the  six^aker,  than  the  tomahawk  left 
the  hand  of  the  Indian.  Nor  was  it  cast  without  good- will, 
and  a  fierce  determination  to  slav.  Had  the  intention  been 
less  deadly,  the  danger  might  have  been  greater.  The  aim  was 
uncertain,  and  the  weapon  glanced  near  the  cheek  of  the 
captive,  slightly  cutting  the  shoulder  in  its  evolutions.  This 
was  the  first  instance  in  which  any  other  object  than  that  of 
terrifying  the  prisoner,  and  of  displaying  skill,  had  been  mani- 
fested ;  and  the  Bounding  Boy  was  immediately  led  from  the 
arena,  and  was  warmly  rebuked  for  his  intemj>erate  haste, 
which  had  come  so  near  defeating  all  the  hoi>es  of  the  band. 

To  this  irritable  person  succeeded  several  other  young  war- 
riors, who  not  only  hurled  the  tomahawk  but  who  cast  the 
knife,  a  far  more  dangerous  experiment,  with  reckless  indiffe- 
rence ;  yet  they  always  manifested  a  skill  that  prevented  any 
injury  to  the  captive.  Si»veral  times  Deerslayer  was  grazed,  but 
in  no  instance  did  he  receive  what  mi<jht  be  termed  a  wound. 
The  imflinching  firmness  with  which  he  faced  his  asf^ailants, 
more  esi)ecially  in  the  sort  of  rally  with  which  this  trial  termi- 
nated, excited  a  profound  respect  in  the  s|>ectators ;  and  when 
the  chiefe  announced  that  the  prisoner  had  well  withstood  the 
t^als  of  the  knife  and  the  tomahawk,  thert^  was  not  a  sin<£le  in- 
dividual  in  the  band  who  really  felt  any  hostility  towards  him, 
with  the  exception  of  Sumach  and  the  Bounding  Boy.  These 
two  discontented  spirits  got  together,  it  is  true,  feeding  each 
otlier's  ire ;  but,  as  yet,  their  malignant  feelings  were  confined 
very  much  to  themselves,  though  there  existed  the  danger  that 
tlie  others,  ere  long,  could  not  fail  to  be  exciU'd  by  their  own 
efforts  into  that  demoniaail  state  which  usually  accompanied  all 
similar  scenes  among  the  red-men. 

liivenoak  now  told  his  people  that  the  pale  face  had  proved 
himself  to  be  a  mpn.  He  might  hve  with  the  Delawares,  but 
he  had  not  l)eeii  made  woman  with  that  tribe.  He  wished  to 
know  wheth(»r  it  wils  the  desire  of  the  Hurons  to  proceed  any 
farther.    Even  the  gentlest  of  the  females,  however,  had  received 


be  as  oasv  to  dam  the  wat»'rs  ijf 
pon,  as  to  attoinj>t  to  arrest  tluM 
then-fore  called  four  or  live  of  t 
bid   them   put  the  captive  to  t 
J  the  same  time,  he  cautioned  t 

their  maintaining  their  own  crec 
the  manner  of  exhibiting  their  sk 
I  When   Deerslayer  saw  the   c 

I  circle,  with  their  arms  prepared 

i  relief  as  the  miserable  sufferer,  wh< 

{j,  *.l  of  disease,  feels  at  the  certain  app 

i  variance  in  the  aim  of  this  formida 

•  .  since,  the  head  being  the  target,  or 

\  *,    '■  to  graze  without  injury,  an  inch  or 

.  V    .  1  projection,  must  at  once  determine 

f  In  the  torture  bv  the  rifle  tliere 

.  ;  roitted  that  aj>peared  in  the  case  o 

breadth  being,  in  fact,  tlie  utmost 
man  would   allow  himself  on  an 
■  were  frequently  shot  through  the 

ful   hands;   and   it   often   occurrc 
fortitude    and    taunts  of  the  pris< 
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to  fill!  by  a  weapon  as  much  beloved  as  the  rifle.  A  shght  in- 
terruption, however,  took  place  before  the  business  was  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Hetty  II utter  witnessed  all  that  passed,  and  the  scene  at  first 
liad  pressed  upon  her  feeble  mind  in  a  way  to  paral3'se  it  en* 
tirely ;  but  by  this  time  she  had  rallied,  and  was  growing  in- 
dignant at  the  unmerited  sufieriog  tlie  Indians  were  inflicting 
on  her  friend.  Though  timid,  and  shy  as  the  young  of  the 
deer,  on  so  many  occasions,  this  right-feeling  girl  was  always 
intrepid  in  the  cause  of  humanity ;  the  lessons  of  her  mother, 
and  the  impulses  of  her  own  heart, — perhaps  we  might  say  the 
promptings  of  that  unseen  and  pure  spirit  that  seemed  ever 
to  watch  over  and  direct  her  actions — uniting  to  keep  down  tho 
apprehensions  of  woman,  and  to  impel  her  to  be  bold  and  reso- 
lute. Sht*  now  ap])eared  in  the  circle,  gentle,  feminine,  even 
bashful  in  mien,  as  usual,  but  earnest  in  her  words  and  counte- 
nance, H}K'aking  like  one  who  knew  herself  to  be  sust^iincfd  by 
the  high  authority  of  (t«x1. 

**  Why  do  you  torment  IXvrslayer,  red  men  ?''  she  asked. 
"  What  has  he  done  that  you  trifle  with  his  Hfe ;  who  has  given 
you  the  right  to  be  his  judges  ?  Suppose  one  of  your  knives 
or  tomahawks  had  hit  him ;  what  Indian  among  you  ail  could 
cure  the  wound  you  would  make  ?  Besides,  in  harming  Deer- 
slayer,  you  injure  your  own  friend ;  when  father  and  Hurry 
Harry  came  afler  your  scal{)s,  he  refiised  to  be  of  the  party,  and 
stayed  in  the  canoe  by  himself.  You  are  tormenting  your  friend, 
in  tormenting  this  young  man  !*' 

The  Hurons  listened  with  grave  attention,  and  one  among 
them,  who  understood  English,  translated  what  had  been  said 
into  their  native  tongue.  As  soon  as  Kivenoak  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  purport  of  her  address,  he  answered  it  in 
his  own  dialect;  the  interpreter  conveying  it  to  the  girl  in 
English. 

"  My  daughter  is  very  welcome  to  speak,"  said  the  stem  old 
orator,  using  gentle  intonations,  and  smiling  as  kindly  as  if  ad- 
dressing a  child — "*"  the  Hurons  arc  glad  to  hear  her  voice ;  they 


a..,  U-t  rny  a.tUi,'lit.T  Wk  ;irolllH 
ll;ul  I  as  m.iiiy  \i:M.h  iLs  t;,ur  wa 
ffwiT  tliitii  Illy  ]ifolili-',  wlii'ii  till 
grounds.  Now,  a  whole  hand 
fingers  !  Two  have  been  cut  off ) 
wish  lo  see  if  he  did  thiit  by  mean 
chery ;  like  a  skulking  fux,  or  like 

"  You  know  yoursfilf,  Huron,  hi 
and  you  nil  saw  it,  too.  Twas  1 
was  not  Deerslayer's  fault.  Your  ■ 
defended  liiniself.  I  don't  know  wl 
it  was  right,  but  all  nieti  will  do 
know  which  of  you  can  slioot  bes 
then  you  will  find  how  ninfli  mc 
your  warriors ;  yes,  than  all  of  thi 

Could  one  have  looked  upon  si 
he  would  have  been  amused  at 
savages  listened  to  the  translation 
Uiunt,  no  smile  mingled  nith  the 
character  and  a  manner  too  saint 
the  mockinga  of  the  rude  and  fer< 
waH  answered  with  rifsjiectful  alter 
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be  the  spirit  of  a  pale-face.  Go,  daughter,  and  sit  by  Sumach, 
who  is  in  grief;  let  the  Huron  warriors  show  how  well  they 
can  shoot ;  let  the  pale-face  show  how  little  he  cares  for  their 
bullets." 

Hetty's  mind  was  unequal  to  a  sustained  discussion,  and,  ac- 
customed to  defer  to  the  directions  of  her  seniors,  she  did  as 
told,  seating  herself  passively  on  a  log  by  the  side  of  the 
Sumach,  and  averting  her  face  from  the  painful  scene  that  was 
occurring  within  the  circle. 

The  warriors,  as  soon  as  this  interruption  had  ceased,  re- 
sumed their  places,  and  again  prepared  to  exhibit  their  skill,  as 
there  was  a  double  object  in  view,  that  of  putting  the  constancy 
of  the  caj)tive  to  the  proof,  and  that  of  showing  how  steady 
were  the  hands  of  the  marksmen  under  circumstances  of  excite- 
ment. The  distance  was  small,  and,  in  one  sense,  safe.  But  in 
diminishing  the  distance  taken  by  the  tormentors,  the  trial  to 
the  nerves  of  the  captive  was  essentially  increased.  ITie  face  of 
Deerslayer,  indeed,  was  just  removed  sufficiently  from  the  ends 
of  the  guns  to  escape  the  eflfects  of  the  flash,  and  his  steady  eye 
was  enabled  to  look  directly  into  their  muzzles,  as  it  might  be, 
in  anticipation  of  the  fatal  messenger  that  was  to  issue  from 
each.  The  cunning  Hurons  well  knew  this  fact ;  and  scarce 
one  levelled  his  piece  without  first  causing  it  to  point  as  near  as 
})068ible  at  the  forehead  of  the  prisoner,  in  the  hope  that  his  for- 
titude would  fail  him,  and  that  the  band  would  enjoy  the 
triumph  of  seeing  a  victim  quail  under  their  ingenious  cruelty. 
Nevertheless,  each  of  the  competitors  was  still  careful  not  to  in- 
jure ;  the  disgrace  of  striking  prematurely  being  second  only  to 
that  of  failing  altogetfier  in  attaining  the  object.  Shot  after  shot 
was  made ;  all  the  bullets  coming  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Deerslayer's  head,  without  touching  it.  Still  no  one  could  de- 
tect even  the  twitching  of  a  muscle  on  the  part  of  the  captive, 
or  th«  slightest  winking  of  an  eye.  This  indomitable  resolution, 
which  so  much  exceeded  everything  of  its  kind  that  any  present 
had  before  witnesseil,  might  be  referred  to  throe  distinct  causes. 
The  first  was  resignation  to  his  fat^;,  blended    with    natural 
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Eti'liilitK'Ss  of  (]i'[>ortinunt ;  for  our  licro  hod  cnlmly  made  op 
Ills  iiiiiul  tliat  lie  must  die,  aad  prefemiU  this  luuiie  to  any 
uiliL'r;  till'  sc'i-'iMil  Via*  his  great  fsiniliarity  with  this  piirticuUr 
»i-a|iiiti.  uliidi  tii'jirivitl  it  of  all  tlie  ttirrur  that  is  usuuUy  coii- 
iii'1'ii'i.l  wIiImIk'  iiirri:  fonn  of  tlie  duii^'or ;  and  the  third  *:e 
till-  (;.iiiiliarii_v  turric-d  out  in  practice,  to  a  degree  so  nii.-e  as  M 
ciiiilili'  th..'  iNiiuili'd  viaim  to  tell,  within  hd  iiicli,  the  jirecise 
sjNjt  whiTi'  i':ii'h  huUet  iiiuat  strike,  for  lie  calculated  iu  rouge 
111  li^ikiiii;  ill  ill  the  boro  of  the  pioct'.  So  exact  was  IK-er- 
slavi'r's  <'^tl1ll;tti^llI  of  the  line  of  tire,  that  liis  pride  of  feeling 
tliialk  ^'<il  tilt'  iH'iier  of  his  rcsigna^oii,  aud,  when  five  or  six 
h:iil  ili>ili;irL"''l  th.-ir  bullets  into  the  tree,  he  could  not  refnun 
tV.Hii  i'\|,r.'s.'*i(i^'  his  I'outcnipt  at  tlieir  want  of  hand  and  eye. 

"  Vuu  in;iy  I'iili  iliis  stiooting,  Miiigos,"  he  exclaimed,  *~  but 
ni'\-'  M|u:i»s  ,'iiii<in<;  [he  Delawares,  aud  1  hare  kuuwii  Dutch 
■;iiU  I'U  till'  M<.!iii«l(,  that  could  ouldo  your  greal^t  iudivors. 
•  )iii)i)  ilii~>'  :mus  »f  mine,  put  a  rifle  into  my  limida,  and  I'll  pin 
ill.'  thinu.-l  «:irloi-k  in  yonr  \»iTty,  to  any  tn-e  you  cau  show 
iiii';  ami  this  ,'it  ii  hundred  yards:  aye,  or  at  two  hundred,  if  the 
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red-man.  They  ase  so  many  bare,  that  the  fire  comes  and 
bums  them  before  they  can  get  out.  We  have  bound  the 
DeerslayiT  too  tight ;  the  thongs  keep  his  Hrabs  from  shaking, 
ii\u\  his  eyes  from  shutting.  Loosen  him ;  let  us  see  what  \m 
own  body  is  really  made  of." 

It  is  oilen  the  ease,  when  we  are  thwarted  in  a  cherished 
scheme,  that  any  expedient,  however  unlikely  to  succeed,  is 
gladly  resorted  to,  in  j)reference  to  a  total  abandonment  of  the 
j>roject  So  it  was  with  the  Hurons.  The  proposal  of  the 
chief  found  instant  favor ;  and  several  hands  were  immediately 
at  work  cutting  and  tearing  the  ropes  of  bark  from  the  body 
of  our  hero.  In  half  a  minute,  Deerslayer  stood  as  free  from 
bonds,  as  when,  an  hour  before,  he  had  commenced  his  flight 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain.  Some  little  time  was  necessary 
that  he  should  recover  the  use  of  his  limbs,  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  having  been  checked  by  the  tightness  of  the  hgatures ; 
and  this  was  accorded  to  him  by  the  politic  Uivenoak,  under 
the  pretence  that  his  body  would  be  more  likely  to  submit  to 
apprehension,  if  its  true  tone  were  restored ;  though  really  with 
a  view  to  give  time  to  the  fierce  passions  which  had  been 
awakened  in  the  lx>s()ms  of  his  young  men,  to  sul>siile.  This 
ruse  succeeded ;  and  Deerslayer,  by  rubbing  his  limbs,  stamping 
his  feet,  and  moving  about,  soon  regained  the  circulation ; 
recovering  all  his  physical  powers,  as  eflfectually  as  if  nothing 
had  occurred  to  disturb  them. 

It  is  seldom  men  think  of  death  in  the  pride  of  their  health 
and  strength.  So  it  was  with  Deerslayer.  Having  been  help- 
lessly bound,  and,  as  he  had  every  reason  to  suppose,  so  lately 
on  the  very  verge  of  the  other  world,  to  find  himself  so 
unexpectedly  liberated,  in  |x)ssession  of  his  strength,  and 
with  a  frill  command  of  limb,  acted  on  him  like  a  sudden 
restoration  to  life,  reanimating  hopes  that  he  had  once  abso- 
hitely  abandoned.  From  that  instiint  all  his  plans  changed. 
In  this  he  simply  obeyed  a  law  of  nature ;  for  while  we  have 
wished  U)  riipres<»nt  our  hero  as  lx*ing  resigned  to  his  fate,  it 

has  been  far  from  oiir  intention  to  represent  him  as  anxious  to 

24 


L-laiil  lh:it  liis  Imovaiipy  of  ft'oling  revived, 
'  kt'i'rily  be<it  on  tbe  various  projects  that 
I'll  tlii'iii.v'ives  as  modes  of  evnding  the  designs  of  Iiis 
i ;  iiritl  lie  again  iM'ULinc  the  quick-witt^,  ingcniuns,  and 
iiii'ci  M'ui!il>iti3n,  nlive  to  nil  hie  own  jiowers  nud  ra4]Urcc& 
iiii<;i'  «;is  SI)  gtvat,  tbnt  his  mind  resumed  itn  ela&tidty ; 
I  iursi^cr  tljiiikiDj;  of  subtnisiiou,  it  dwelt  only  od  tho 
I  duviei-  nf  tlio  >i>rt  of  warfare  in  wiliii  he  was  engngcd. 

s  1  )ei-rKln}'er  was  releHEed,the  baiiil  divided  itself  ill 
ml  him,  in  order  to  hedge  bim  in  ;  nnd  the  desire 
1  his  sjiirit  gri'w  in  tlietn,  precis-'ly  as  ihej  »an 
ilifticulty  there  would  be  in  subduing  it  The 
r  (if  tlir  Ij^iiid  was  now  involved  in  the  iasue ;  and  even  the 
isi  ull  its  syiii]ijd]iy  with  Bufii-ring,  in  the  desire  to  savy  lh« 
.•itiim  cfI'  tlie  trilx".  The  voices  of  the  girK  soft  and  nielo- 
:!■;  iiiitiire  had  made  iheni,  were  heard  mingling  with  the 
ii'i's  of  Lhe  men  ;  and  the  wrongs  itf  Sumach  suddoiilv 
iii'il  ilii'  clmracttT  of  injuries  inflicled  on  erery  Huron  female. 
liij^r  (<i  tliis  rising  tuuinll,  tbe  men  drew  back  a  little,  aigni- 
iii  till'  fV'Tiiiilvs  Uiat  they  li-fl  the  captive,  for  a  time,  in 
liiiiiils  ;  it  Ix'iiig  a  coinniun  practice,  uq  such  occasions,  fur 
.■jiiu'ir  In  I'liikwor  to  thmwllie  victim  into  a  rage,  by  their 
-•  >iiiil  lit  ilium's,  mid  then  tu  turn  him  suddenly  over  to  the 
iti  :i?i:i!i'  iif  niiud  iliiit  was  little  favorable  to  resisting  the 


I  hi»    Iholl::! 


I  to  lirciik    iliiv 
I  priHif-i  of  tliu 
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But  Deerelayer's  mind  was  too  much  occupied  to  permit  him 
to  be  disturbed  by  tlie  abuse  of  excited  hags ;  and  their  rage 
necessarily  increasing  with  his  indifference,  as  his  indifference 
increased  with  their  rage,  the  furies  soon  rendered  themselves 
impotent  by  their  own  excesses.  Perceiving  that  the  attempt 
was  a  complete  failure,  the  warriors  interfered  to  put  a  stop  to 
this  scene ;  and  this  so  much  the  more,  because  preparations 
were  now  seriously  making  for  the  commencement  of  the  real 
tortures,  or  that  which  would  put  the  fortitude  of  the  sufferer  to 
the  test  of  severe  bodily  pain.  A  sudden  and  unlooked-for 
announcement,  that  proceeded  from  one  of  the  look-outs,  a  boy 
ten  or  twelve  years  old,  however,  put  a  momentary  check  to  the 
whole  proceedings.  As  this  interruption  has  a  close  connexion 
with  the  d^neueitient  of  our  story,  it  shall  be  given  in  a  separate 
chapter. 


DIKBKLATXIt. 


CHAPTEU  XXX. 


Ir  exninli-ii  nwrslnyt'r's  ]iowi'r  In  nsct'rbun  what  had  pro- 
(]iLi-''>l  l\v  >M<l<t<'ii  [uiiist^  ill  tliii  iDuvt'inontfi  uf  hia  eiieiiiieri,  niitil 
llii'  fiici  ";i^  rfwaltij  in  tlw  due  courae  of  events.  He  perceived 
lliiit  iiiiii'li  n^t.-iliun  priivuiled  among  the  women  in  particular. 
wliil.'  llir'  wiirriors  rested  on  tiieir  arms,  in  a  sort  of  di^itied 
i\\ 1;iliiiii.     It  was  plain  no  alanii  w;ia  exciled,  llion-jh  it  was 
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soe  the  ladies  of  the  garrison,  in  the  formal  gala  attire  of  the 
day,  and  familiar  with  the  more  critical  niceties  of  these 
matters,  tho  girl  had  managed  to  complete  her  dress,  in  a  way 
to  leave  nothing  strikingly  defective  in  its  details,  or  even  to 
betray  an  incongruity  that  would  have  been  detected  by  one 
practised  in  the  mysteri'^s  of  the  toilet.  Head,  feet,  arms, 
hands,  bust,  and  drapery,  were  all  in  harmony,  as  female  attire 
was  then  deemed  attractive  and  harmonious ;  and  the  end  she 
aimed  at,  that  of  imjK)sing  on  the  uninstructed  senses  of  the 
savages,  by  causing  them  to  believe  their  guest  was  a  woman 
of  rank  and  imjwrtance,  might  well  have  succeeded  with  tha<!e 
whose  habits  had  taught  them  to  discriminate  between  persons. 
Judith,  in  addition  to  her  rare  native  beauty,  had  a  singular 
grace  of  person,  and  her  mother  had  imparted  enough  of  her 
own  deportment  to  prevent  any  striking  or  offensive  vulgarity 
of  manner ;  so  that,  sooth  to  say,  the  gorgeous  dress  might 
have  been  worse  bestowed  in  nearly  ever}'  particular.  Had  it 
l)een  displayed  in  a  capital,  a  thousand  might  Inive  worn  it 
before  one  could  have  been  found  to  do  more  credit  to  its  gay 
colors,  glossy  satins,  and  rich  laces,  than  the  beautiful  creature 
whose  person  it  now  aided  to  adorn. 

The  effect  of  such  an  apparition  had  not  been  miscalculated. 
The  instant  Judith  found  herself  within  the  circle,  she  was  in  a 
degree,  comj)ensat«*d  for  the  fearful  p<*rs<jnal  risk  she  ran,  by 
the  unequivocal  sensation  of  surprise  and  admiration  j)roduced 
by  her  appearance.  The  grim  old  warrioi-s  uttered  tlu'ir  favorite 
exclamation,  "  Hugh  T'  The  younger  men  were  still  more 
sensibly  overcome,  and  even  the  women  w<'re  not  backward  in 
letting  open  manifestations  of  pleasure  escape  them.  It  was 
si^ldom  that  these  untutored  children  of  the  forest  hml  ever 
s<'en  any  white  female  above  the  commonest  sort„  and,  ns  to 
dress,  never  before  had  so  much  splendor  shone  b<'fore  their 
eyes.  The  gayest  uniforms  of  both  French  and  English 
seemed  dull  compared  with  the  lustre  of  the  brocade ;  and 
while  the  rare  p<»rsonal   beauty  of  the  wearer  added  to  the 


"  Which  ot*  these  warriors  is  tli 
Judith  oi'  neershiver,  as  soon  as  s 
she  should  oj>on  the  conimunic 
important  to  be  delivered  to  a 
explain  to  the  Hiirons  what  I  sa} 
question  I  have  put," 

Deerslayer  quietly  complied,  hi 
to  the  interpretiition  of  the  first  w 
ordinary  a  vision.  The  demand 
for  one  who  had  every  appearanc 
Rivenoak  gave  an  appropriate  i 
before  his  fair  nsitor  in  a  way  to 
entitled  to  all  the  consideration  he 

"  I  can  believe  this,  Huron,"  i 
assumed  part  with  a  steadiness  ai 
her  powers  of  imitation,  for  si 
manner  the  condescending:  court 
the  wife  of  a  general  officer,  at  a  i 
ble  scene  :  "  I  can  believe  you  to  1 
party ;  I  see  in  your  countenano 
reflection.     To  you,  then,  I  must  i 

"  Let   the   Flower  of  the  Woe 
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Hiis  admiration  was  grateful  to  one  constituted  like  Judith, 
and  contributed  to  aid  her  f^elf-pofisessiou,  quite  as  much  as  it 
fed  her  vanity.  Smiling  involuntarily,  or  in  spite  of  her  wish  to 
Boeni  reserved,  she  proceeded  in  her  plot 

"  Now,  Huron,"  she  continued,  "  listen  to  my  words.  Your 
eyes  tell  you  that  I  am  no  common  woman.  I  will  not  say  I  am 
quei*n  of  this  countiy ;  sJus  is  afar  off,  in  a  distant  land ;  but 
under  our  gracious  mouarclis  there  are  many  degrees  of  rank ; 
one  of  these  I  lill.  What  that  rank  is  precisely  it  is  unne- 
cessary fur  me  to  say,  since  you  would  not  undt»rst,'uid  it.  For 
Uiat  information  you  must  trust  your  eyes.  You  see  what  I  am ; 
you  must  feel  that  in  listening  to  my  words,  you  listen  to  one 
who  can  be  your  friend  or  your  enemy,  as  you  treat  h«^r." 

This  was  well  utU^ed,  with  a  due  attention  to  manner  and  a 
steadiness  of  tone  that  was  really  surprising,  considering  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  It  was  well,  though  sin^jjly  rendered 
into  the  Indian  dialect,  too,  and  it  was  received  with  a  respect 
and  gravity  that  augured  favorably  for  the  girl's  success. 
But  Indian  thought  is  not  easily  traced  to  iu  sniirces.  Judith 
waite<l  with  anxiety  to  hear  the  answer,  tilled  with  hope  even 
while  she  doubted,  liivenoak  was  a  ready  speaker,  and  he 
answered  as  promptly  as  comjKirted  with  the  notions  of  Indian 
decorum  ;  tlmt  j)eculiar  jK-ople  seeming  to  think  a  short  delay 
resiKJctful,  iniismuch  as  it  manifests  that  the  word**  already  heard 
have  been  duly  weighed. 

"My  daughter  is  handsomer  than  the  wild  roses  of  Ontario; 
her  voice  is  ])lea8ant  to  the  ear  as  the  song  of  the  wren,''  an- 
swered the  cautious  and  wily  chief,  who  of  all  the  band  stood 
alone  in  not  b**ing  fully  imposed  on  by  the  magnificent  and  un- 
ttsual  apjwarancv*  of  Judith  ;  but  who  distrusted  evtii  while  he 
wo!idered :  *'  the  humminij-bird  is  not  mneh  larii^ir  than  the 
bee ;  yet  its  feathers  are  as  gay  a*  the  tnl  of  tlu*  j^'acock.  The 
Great  Spirit  sometimes  j)Uts  very  bright  clothes  on  very  little 
animals.  Still,  lie  covers  the  moose  with  coars<»  hair.  These 
things  are  beyond  the  understanding  of  iXK)r  Indians,  who  can 
only  comprehend   what   they  see  and   hear.     No   doubt   uiy 
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U-r  lins  ,1  very  large  wigwam  somewhere  about  tbc  lake; 
uTiiur,  liiivi-  nut  found  it  on  account  of  their  i^onuioe  V 
li:iv.'  loW  v'lu,  fliit-t  that  it  would  be  usol^sii  to  state  my 
.'iiiil  I'l'sidi'iici',  iiinamuch  t»  you  would  not  comprehend 
Villi  must  trust  to  your  eye«  for  tlus  knowledge;  nhiit 
nil  i~  th.r.-  thiit  cannot  see?  This  blanket  that  I  wear  ti 
I-  liliitiki't  i>f  ;i  I'oiiimon  Mjuaw  ;  these  ornaments  are  sueh 
'  wiM's  iiiiil  dHun;hti.>rs  of  chiefs  only  appear  in.  Now 
aii.l  lnar  why  1  liiu-i!  comc  alone  among  your  people,  and 
'II  t.>  Ihv  •Trand  that  hat  brought  lue  iiere.  The  Ycn- 
liiivi'  vciuii;;  men  a»  well  aa  the  Ilurous;  and  plenty  of 
I..0:  tliis  y..u  well  know." 

Ii.'   Vfii;fi-<'Si'   are  as   ]>lenly  ns  the  leaves  on   the   trees! 
■v.LT  Iliir.m  knows  and  E'eU." 

uiiili'Muiiil  viiu,  ehicf  Had  I  brought  a  party  with  nic 
:li[  li:iv.-  ."niH'il  troubli;.  My  young  men  and  your  young 
s. Pill. I  li:iv..'  look.'d  juigrily  at  ciich  other;  espcoially  lutd 
11111^;  mill  si^'U  that  jiali.--fiicc  bound  for  tlic  tortures,  lie 
ri;ii  liiiiiti'r.  and  w  much  lovi-d  i)y  all  the  garrisons,  far 
mid  have  been  blows  about  him,  and  ih.; 
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fkthere,  acrofls  the  Salt  Lake,  have  sent  each  other  the  war- 
Latchet  I  will  lead  back  with  me,  this  great  hunter,  of  whom 
T  have  need  to  keep  my  house  in  venison.** 

Judith,  who  was  sufficiently  familiar  with  Indian  phraseology, 
endeavored  to  express  her  ideas  in  the  sententious  manner  com- 
mon to  those  people ;  and  she  succeeded  even  beyond  her  own 
expectations.  Deerslayer  did  her  full  justice  in  the  translation, 
and  this  so  nmch  the  more  readily,  since  the  girl  carefully  ab- 
stained from  uttering  any  direct  untruth ;  a  homage  she  paid 
to  the  young  man*s  known  aversion  to  falsehood,  which  he 
deemed  a  meanness  altogether  unworthy  of  a  white  man*s  gifts. 
The  offering  of  the  two  remaining  elephants,  and  of  the  justols 
already  mentioned,  one  of  which  was  all  the  worse  for  the  recent 
accident,  produced  a  lively  sensation  among  the  Uurons  gene- 
rally, though  Hi>enoak  ri^ceived  it  coldly,  notwithstanding  the 
delight  with  which  he  had  first  discovered  the  probable  existence 
of  a  creature  with  two  tails.  In  a  word,  this  cool  and  sagacious 
savage  was  not  so  ea^^ily  im)K>sed  on  as  his  followers ;  and  with 
a  sentiment  of  honor,  that  half  the  civilized  world  would  have 
deemed  supererogatory,  he  declined  the  acceptance  of  a  bribe 
that  he  felt  no  disposition  to  earn  by  a  compliance  with  the 
donor's  wislu*s. 

**  Let  my  daughter  keep  her  two-tailed  hog,  to  eat  when  veni- 
son is  scarce,**  lu*  dryly  answered ;  "  and  the  little  gun,  which  has 
two  muzzles.  The  Ilurons  will  kill  deer  when  they  are  hungry ; 
and  they  have  long  rifles  to  fight  with.  This  hunter  cannot 
quit  my  young  men  now  ;  they  wish  to  know  if  he  is  as  stout- 
hearted as  he  boa<<ts  himsi'lf  to  b(\** 

*'  Tliat  I  deny,  Huron,**  interrupted  Deerslayer,  wiUi  warmth ; 
"yes,  that  I  dowiirii^ht  deny,  as  ag'in  trutli  and  reason.  Nu 
man  has  heard  me  boa^t,  and  no  man  shall,  though  ye  flay  me 
alive,  and  then  n»:ist  the  quivering  flosh,  with  your  own  iniarnal 
devices  and  cruelties  I  I  may  ha  humble,  and  misfortunate,  and 
your  prisoner ;  but  Fm  no  boaster,  by  my  very  gift*.** 

**  My  young  pale-face  boasts  he  is  no  boaster,**  returned  the 

cmfty  chief;  **  he  must  be  right      I  hear  a  strange  bird  singing. 

24* 


"  It  is  Jiiditli ;  and  IliiTe  w  a  jront . 
ill  tliv  |ialf-f;ic.-s'  l>e,<t  book,  ibi;  Hll 
feathers,  1  have  also  my  name." 

"No,"  answered  the  wily  Hiiroi 
had  so  long  practised,  b;  »:pcaking 
accuracy;  "t  not  ask  prisoner.  He 
my  daughter,  with  feeble-mind.  SI 
daughter ;  you  answer.     Your  nam 

"  Yes,  that's  what  they  call  me," 
it's  written  Esther,  in  the  Bible." 

«  He  write  Aim  ju  BiUe,  too !  Al 
— what  ker  name  T 

"71)31*3  .ludilh,  and  it's  so  wrii 
&iher  sometimes  called  her  Jude. 
Thomna  Uutter'a  daughter — Tboma 
the  ^luskrat;  though  he  was  no  mu 
selves — he  lived  in  a  house  on  the  v 

A  smile  of  triumgih  gleamed  on 
■mnce  of  the  cliief,  when   he   found 
to  the  inith-loving  H.-tty  had  succee 
it  her  sister  was  questionc< 
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pleBt  and  most  natural  causes  that  could  be  imagined.  She 
turned  her  eye  on  Deerslajer,  therefore,  as  if  ini[>!oring  him  to 
interfere,  to  siive  thom  both. 

"It  will  not  d«>,  Judith,"  said  tlie  young  man,  in  answer  to 
this  ap|>eal,  which  he  understood,  though  he  saw  its  usek»ssness ; 
'*  it  will  not  do.  'Twjw  a  bold  ideo,  and  fit  for  a  generars  lady  ; 
but  yonder  Mingo — "  Rivenoak  had  withdrawn  to  a  little  dis- 
tano<s  and  was  out  of  ear-shot — "  but  yonder  Mingo  is  an 
onconinioii  man,  and  not  to  be  deceived  by  any  unnatural  sar- 
cnmventions.  Things  must  come  afore  him  in  th^ir  right  order 
to  draw  a  cloud  afore  his  eyes!  'Twas  too  nuuth  to  attempt 
making  him  fancy  that  a  queen  or  a  great  lady  lived  in  thi'se 
mountitins ;  and  no  doubt  he  thinks  the  fine  clothes  you  wear 
are  some  of  the  plunder  of  your  own  father— or,  at  h*jist,  of  him 
who  once  ])&<^sed  for  your  father ;  as  quite  likely  it  was,  if  all 
they  say  is  true." 

**  At  all  events,  1  )eerslayer,  my  presence  here  will  save  you 
for  a  time.  They  will  hardly  attempt  torturing  you  b>eforc  my 
face !" 

"  Why  not,  Judith  ?  Do  you  think  they  will  treat  a  woman 
of  the  j)ale-facf*s  more  tend«'rly  than  they  treat  tlieir  own  ?  It's 
true  that  your  s(»x  will  most  likely  save  you  from  the  torments, 
but  it  will  not  save  your  lilx*rty,  and  may  not  save  your  scalp. 
I  wish  you  hadn't  come,  my  goo<l  Judith ;  it  can  do  no  good 
to  m<s  while  it  may  do  great  harm  to  yourself.*' 

**  I  am  share  your  fate,''  the  girl  answered,  with  generous 
enthusiasm.  **  They  shall  not  injure  you  while  I  stand  by,  if 
in  my  j)ower  to  prevent  it — Ixisides " 

"  Tk»sides  what,  Judith  ?  What  means  have  you  to  stoji 
Injin  cruelties,  or  to  avart  Injin  deviltries  ?" 

**  None,  i»erhaps,  Deerslayer,"  answered  the  girl,  with  firm- 
n<«s ;  **  but  I  can  sutler  with  mv  friends— die  with  them  if 
necessary.** 

**Ah!  Judith — suft'er  you  may;  but  die  you  will  not  until 
tlie  Lord's  time  shall  come.  It's  little  likely  that  one  of  your 
sex  and  bt^auty  will  meet  with  a  harder  fnt^  than  to  become  the 


t 


1  t 


Tlir   luintiT  n-plied   rn«.-roly    b 
tiirn.'.l   t<'\v<ir<U   h\<  eii.-mi.'^,  a** 
in«nb'.      A  >l)ort  cousullatiou   ha» 
the  band,  and  by  this  time  they 
decision.     The  merciful  purpose 
weakened  by  the  artifice  of  Juc 
object,  was  likely  to  produce  resi 
she  had  anticipated.     This  was  m 
by  the  resentment  of  an  Indian, 
been  to  becoming  the  dupe  of  an 
time  Judith^s  real  character  was 
spread  reputation  of  her  beauty  « 
As  for  the  unusual  attire,  it  was  cc 
mystery  of  the  animals  with  two  t 
its  influence. 

Wlien  Rivenoak,  therefore,  face 
with  an  altered  countenance.  He 
sa\-ing  him,  and  was  no  longer  t 
serioas  part  of  the  torture.  This  < 
effect,  communicated  to  the  your 
eagerly  engaged  in  maki  ig  their  ] 
plati'd  scene.     Fragments  of  dried 


._    aI- 


THE     DEER8LAYER.  563 

while  Deerslayer  himself  stood  seemingly  as  Unmoved  as  one 
of  the  i)ines  of  the  hills.  When  the  warriors  advanced  to  bind 
him,  however,  the  young  man  glanced  at  Judith,  as  if  to  inquire 
whether  resistance  or  submission  were  most  advisable,  liy  a 
significant  gesture  she  counselled  the  last ;  and,  in  a  minute,  he 
w:is  onco  more  fastened  to  the  tree,  a  helphvss  object  of  any 
insult  or  wrong  that  might  be  offered.  So  eagerly  did  every 
one  now  act,  that  nothing  was  said.  The  fire  was  immediately 
lighted  in  the  pile,  and  the  end  of  all  was  anxiously  expected. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Ilurons  absolutely  to  destroy 
the  life  of  their  xictim  by  means  of  fire.  They  designed  merely 
to  put  his  ]>hy«ical  fortitude  to  the  severest  proofs  it  could 
endure,  short  of  that  extremity.  In  the  end,  they  fully  intended 
to  carry  his  scalp  with  them  into  their  village,  but  it  was  their 
wish  first  to  break  down  his  resolution,  and  to  reduce  him  to 
the  level  of  a  complaining  sufferer.  With  this  view,  the  pile  of 
brush  and  branches  had  been  placed  at  a  proper  distance,  or  one 
at  which  it  was  thought  the  heat  would  soon  become  intolerable, 
though  it  might  not  be  immediately  dangerous.  As  often  haj)- 
pened,  however,  on  these  occasions,  this  distance  had  l)een  mis- 
calculated, and  the  flames  began  to  wave  their  forked  tongues 
in  a  proximity  to  the  face  of  the  victim  that  would  have  proved 
fiiUil  in  another  instant,  had  not  Hetty  rushed  through  the 
crowd,  armed  with  a  stick,  and  scattered  the  blazing  pile  in  a 
dozen  directions.  More  than  one  hand  was  raised  to  strike  the 
presumptuous  intruder  to  the  earth ;  but  the  chiefs  prevented 
the  blows,  by  reminding  their  irriUited  followers  of  the  state  of 
her  mind.  Hetty,  herself,  was  insensible  to  the  risk  she  ran  ; 
but,  as  sot>n  as  she  had  j>erformed  this  bold  act,  she  stood  look- 
ing alx>uther  in  frowning  resentment,  as  if  to  rebuke  the  crowd 
of  attentive  savages  for  their  cruelty. 

'*  (jod  bless  you,  dearest  sister,  for  that  brave  and  ready  act," 
murmured  Judith,  herself  unnerved  so  much  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  exertion ;  "  Heaven  itself  has  sent  you  on  its  holy 
errand." 

"  Twas  well-meant,  Judith,"  rejoined    the   victim;    "'twas 


II- ■ 


.^■.lii.j  , 
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I  bum  a 


y.^uU.i[.k'i.-i*.ill  W^-ti-uchil. 
A  KvMurt;  bum  Kiveiknk  cans 
CcJlecbil ;  fresh  wood  wm  broug 
dren  bosjring  tbi^nKlvM  i^^rerlj  i 
Hit:  flame  «m  just  kimlliDg  *  i 
femak-  (lusbi'd  ihruugh  the  dTc)< 
with  b«r  f<Kit  dashed  aside  t1>e  Uj 
tile  conflagration.  A  yell  Mlowe 
bnt  «lien  the  uAciider  turned  to* 
tlie  oountenance  of  lint,  it  was  • 
■nation  of  [pleasure  and  surprise. 
pDiBUtng  the  business  in  hand  w 
old  cntwded  around  tlie  ^rl,  in  ha 
of  her  sudden  and  unlooked-for  i 
instant  that  Hist  spoke  to  Judith 
small  object,  unseen,  in  her  hand,  i 
salutations  of  the  Huron  girls,  witi 
great  favorite.  Judith  recovered 
jtromptty.  Tlie  small,  keen-edged 
llic  other,  was  |>a.'u>ed  by  the  latter 
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went  to  work  herself,  with  earnestness  and  simplicity,  to  cnt  the 
thongs  that  bound  his  head,  that  he  might  not  again  be  in  dan- 
ger  of  inhaling  flames.  Of  course  this  dehberate  procedure  was 
seen,  and  the  hands  of  Hetty  were  arrested  ere  she  had  more 
tlian  liberated  the  upper  portion  of  the  captive's  body,  not 
including  his  arms,  below  the  elbows.  This  discovery  at  once 
pointed  distrust  towards  Hist;  and,  to  Judith's  surprise,  when 
questioned  on  the  subject,  that  spirited  girl  was  not  disposed  to 
deny  her  agency  in  what  had  passed. 

**Why  should  I  not  help  the  Deerslayer  ?"  the  girl  demanded, 
in  the  tones  of  a  flrm-minded  woman.  ^^  He  is  the  brother  of 
a  Delaware  chief;  my  heart  is  all  Delaware.  Come  forth, 
miserable  Briarthorn,  and  wash  the  Iroquois  paint  from  your 
fkca;  stiuid  before  the  Hurons,  the  crow  that  you  are;  you 
would  eat  the  carrion  of  vour  own  dead  rather  than  starve. 
Put  him  face  to  face  with  Deerslayer,  chie&  and  warriors; 
I  will  show  you  how  great  a  knave  you  have  been  keeping  in 
your  tribe.*' 

This  bold  language,  uttered  in  their  own  dialect,  and  with  a 
manner  full  of  confidence,  produced  a  deep  sensation  among 
the  Hurons.  Treachery  is  always  liable  to  distrust ;  and  though 
the  recreant  Briarthorn  had  endeavored  to  serve  the  enemy  well, 
his  exertions  and  assiduities  had  gained  for  him  little  more  than 
toleration.  His  wish  to  obtain  Hist  for  a  wife  had  first  induced 
him  to  l>etray  her  and  his  own  people ;  but  serious  rivals  to  his 
first  project  had  risen  up  among  his  new  friends,  weakening 
still  more  their  sym])athii*s  with  treason.  In  a  word,  Briarthorn 
had  bei'U  barely  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Huron  encamp- 
ment, where  he  was  as  closely  and  as  jealously  watched  as  Hist 
herself;  seldom  ap}>earing  before  the  chiefs,  and  sedulously 
keeping  out  of  view  of  Deerslayer,  who,  until  tliis  moment,  was 
ignorant  even  of  his  j)r(?sence.  Tlius  summoned,  however,  it  waa 
im]xjssible  to  ri»main  in  the  background.  "Wash  the  Iroquois 
jMiint  from  his  faci»,"  he  did  not ;  for  when  he  stood  in  the  centre 
of  the  circle,  he  was  so  disguised  in  these  new  colors,  that,  at 
first,  the  hunter  did  not  recognise  him.     He  assumed  an  air 


t 


vou  ran  from  your  tril>e,  and  loo 

•■  » 

your  covorin;;.     Paint  yourself  a 
you  will  still  Ix;  black  ;ts  the  cro> 

Hist  had  been  so   uniformly 
Hurons,  that  tliey  now  listened  t 
As  for  the  delinquent,  his  blood 
well  for  the  pretty  speaker  that  i 
cute  the  revenge  he  burned  to 
pretended  love. 

"  Who  wishes  Briartlu>rn  ?"  he 
face  is  tired  of  life :  if  afraid  of  1 
oak ;  I  will  send  him  after  the  wa 

"  No,  chief,  no,  Uivenoak,*'  eag 
Deerslayor  fears  nothing ;  least  of 
cut  his  withes — place  him  face  to 
then  let  us  see  which  is  tired  of  li 

Hist  made  a  forward  movemen 
young  man,  and  j)erforra  the  c 
person ;  but  an  aged  warrior  inter 
oak.  This  chief  watched  all  the 
even  while  s|)eaking  in  her  most 
steadiest  manner,   then^  was  an  i 
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f»]ic  f:iiK-io<l  liorsolf  about  to  be  successful.  At  the  same  time, 
the  ciivK',  wUu-h  had  got  to  be  crowded  and  confused,  was  en- 
hirged,  and  brouj^ht  once  more  into  ordiT.  Rivenoak  now 
announced  the  intention  of  the  old  men  again  to  proceed ;  the 
delay  liaving  been  continued  long  enough,  and  leading  to  no 
result. 

"  Stop,  Huron  ;  stay,  chiefe  !"  exclaimed  Judith,  scarce  know- 
ing what  she  said,  or  why  slie  interi)osed,  unless  to  obtain  time ; 
^  for  God's  sake,  a  single  minute  longer — '' 

The  words  were  cut  short  by  another  and  a  siill  more  extraor- 
dinary interruption.  A  young  Indian  came  lx)unding  through 
the  Huron  ranks,  leaping  into  the  very  centre  of  the  circle,  in  a 
way  to  denote  the  utmost  confidence,  or  a  temerity  bordering  on 
lool-hardiness.  Five  or  six  sentinels  were  still  watching  the  lake 
at  different  and  distant  points ;  and  it  w;is  the  first  impression 
of  Rivenoak  that  one  of  these  had  come  in  with  tidings  of  im- 
port. Still,  the  movements  of  the  stranger  were  so  rapid,  and 
his  war-dress,  which  scarcely  left  him  more  drapery  than  an 
antique  statue,  had  so  little  distinguishing  about  it,  that,  at  the 
first  moment,  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  whether  he  were 
friend  or  foe.  -  Three  leaps  carried  this  warrior  to  the  side  of 
Deerslayer,  whose  with«*s  were  cut  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
with  a  quickness  and  precision  that  left  the  prisoner  ])ei'fect 
master  of  his  limbs.  Not  till  this  was  ett'ect<  d,  diil  the  stranger 
bestow  a  glance  on  any  other  object;  then  he  turned  and 
showed  the  astonished  Hurons  tlie  noble  brow,  fine  j^erson,  and 
eagle  eye  of  a  young  warrior,  in  the  paint  and  panoply  of  a 
Delaware.  He  held  a  rifle  in  each  hand,  the  butts  of  both 
resting  on  the  earth,  while  from  one  dangled  its  proper  pouch 
and  horn.  This  was  Killdeer,  which,  even  as  he  looked  lx)ldly 
and  in  defiance  on  the  crowd  around  him,  he  suffered  to  fall 
back  into  the  hands  uf  its  proper  owner.  The  y»re8ence  of  two 
armed  men,  though  it  was  in  tlieir  mid^t,  startled  the  Hurons. 
Their  rifles  were  sciittered  al>out  against  the  different  trees,  and 
their  only  weajwns  were  their  knives  and  tomahawks.  Still, 
they  had  too  much  self-possession  to  betray  fear.    It  was  littlf) 


t        -••••-      j'>^(v>     tf.%v^v^        to        I 

when  I  missed  him  ;  T  followe 
no  harm  hapjjened  to  him.  j 
for  Wah  ;  they  wondtT  that 
let  U8  say  farewell,  and  go  on 
**  Hurons,  this  is  your  mort 
them  you  hate !"  cried  Briarti 
be  in  your  moccasin  prints  fro 
am  all  Huron." 

As  the  last  words  were  utt 

the  naked  breast  of  the  Delawa 

on  the  j)art  of  Hist,  who  stood 

dangerous  weapon  burying  its 

stant,  a  similar  weapon  glanced 

quivered  in  the  recreant's  heart 

from  the  moment  in  which   ( 

circle,  and  that  in  which  Briar 

tracks.     The  rapidity  of  events 

ing ;  but  this  catastrophe  perm 

mon  exclamation  followed,  and 

At  this  instant,  a  sound  unusu 

every  Huron,  male  and  female, 

and  faces  filled  with  expectatioi 
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The  scene  that  followed  is  not  easily  described.  It  was  one 
in  which  wild  confusion,  despair,  and  phrensied  efforts  were  so 
blended  as  to  destroy  the  unity  and  distinctness  of  the  action.  A 
general  yell  burst  from  the  inclosed  Hurons ;  it  was  succeeded 
by  the  hearty  cheers  of  England.  Still,  not  a  musket  or  rifle 
was  fired,  though  Uiat  steady,  measured  tramp  continued,  and 
the  bayonet  w&s  seen  gleaming  in  advance  of  a  line  that  counted 
nearly  sixty  men.  The  Uurons  were  taken  at  a  fearful  disad- 
vantage. On  three  sides  was  the  water,  while  their  formidable 
and  trained  foes  cut  them  off  from  flight  on  the  fourth.  Each 
warrior  rushed  for  his  arms,  and  then  all  on  the  j)oint,  man, 
woman,  and  child,  eagerly  sought  the  covers.  In  this  scene  of 
confusion  and  dismay,  however,  nothing  could  surpass  the  dis- 
cretion and  coolness  of  Deerslayer.  His  flrst  care  was  to  place 
Judith  and  Hist  behind  trees,  and  he  looked  for  Hetty ;  but  she 
had  been  hurried  away  in  the  crowd  of  Huron  women.  This 
effected,  he  threw  himself  on  a  flank  of  the  retiring  Hurons, 
who  were  inclining  off  towards  the  southern  margin  of  the  point, 
in  tlie  hope  of  escaping  through  the  water.  Deerslayer  watched 
his  opportunity,  and  finding  two  of  his  recent  tormenters  in  a 
range,  his  rifle  first  broke  the  silence  of  the  terrific  scene.  The 
bullet  brought  down  both  at  one  discharge.  This  drew  a  ge- 
neral fire  from  the  Hurons,  and  the  rifle  and  war-cry  of  the 
Serpent  were  heard  in  the  clamor.  Still  the  trained  men 
returned  no  answering  volley,  the  whoop  and  piece  of  Hurry 
alone  being  heard  on  their  side,  if  we  except  the  short,  prompt 
word  of  authority,  and  that  heavy,  measured,  and  menacing 
trend.  Presently,  however,  the  shrieks,  groans,  and  denuncia- 
tions that  usually  accompany  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  followed. 
That  terrible  and  deadly  wcai)on  was  glutted  in  vengeance. 
The  scene  that  succeeded  was  one  of  those,  of  which  so  many 
have  occurred  in  our  own  times,  in  which  neither  age  nor  sex 
farms  an  exemption  to  the  lot  of  a  savage  war&re. 


/\u  iiini.  we  \vi 
TeinpLs  and 
What  h  thisw 
LifEhtning  ih.tt 
Brief  even  M  h 


The  picture  next  presented 
unfortunate  Hurons  had  selectee 
ment,  need  scarcely  be  laid    b 
B[ap[)ily  for  the  more  tender-ra 
trunks  of  the  trees,  the  leaves, 
much  of  that  which  jiassed  ;  an 
veil  over  the  lake,  and  the  who 
ble  wilderness,  which  may  be  sa 
far  and  immaterial  interruptions, 
to  the   shores  of  the  Pacific 
us  into  the  following  day,  when 
08  sunny  and  as  smiling  as  if 
curred. 

When  the  sun  rose  on  the  fol 
hostility  and  alarm  had  vanished 
orlass.     The  frightful  event  of  th( 
impression  on  the  placid  sheet,  a 
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vailed  in  and  around  the  castle.  Here,  indeed,  was  an  altera- 
tion that  must  have  struck  the  least  observant  eye.  A  sentinel, 
who  wore  the  light  infantry  uniform  of  a  royal  regiment,  paced 
the  platform  with  measured  tread,  and  some  twenty  men  of 
the  same  corps  lounged  about  the  place,  or  were  seated  in  the 
ark.  Their  arms  were  stacked  under  the  eye  of  their  comrade 
on  post.  Two  officers  stood  examining  the  shore  with  the  ship's 
glass  so  often  mentioned.  Their  looks  were  directed  to  that 
&tal  point,  where  scarlet  coats  were  still  to  be  seen  gliding 
among  the  trees,  and  where  the  magnifying  power  of  the  instru- 
ment also  showed  spades  at  work,  and  the  sad  duty  of  inter- 
ment going  on.  Several  of  the  common  men  bore  proo&  on 
tlieir  persons  tliat  their  enemies  had  not  been  overcome  entirely 
without  resistance ;  and  the  youngest  of  the  two  officers  on  the 
platform,  wore  an  arm  in  a  sling.  His  companion,  who  com- 
manded the  party,  had  been  more  fortunate.  He  it  was  that 
used  the  glass,  in  making  the  reconnoissances  in  which  the  two 
were  engaged. 

A  sergeant  approached  to  make  a  report.  He  addressed  the 
senior  of  these  officers  as  Captain  Warley,  while  the  other  w:is 

alluded  to  as  Mr. ,  which  was  equivalent  to  ensign 

lliornton.  The  former,  it  will  at  once  be  seen,  was  the  officer 
who  had  been  named  with  so  much  feeling  in  the  parting  dia- 
logue between  Judith  and  Hurry.  He  was,. in  truth,  the  very 
individual  with  whom  the  scandal  of  the  garrisons  had  most 
freely  connected  the  name  of  this  l)eautiful  but  indiscreet  girl. 
He  was  a  hard-featured,  red-faced  man,  of  about  five-and-thirty, 
but  of  a  military  carriage,  and  with  an  air  of  fashion  that  might 
easily  impose  on  the  imagination  of  one  as  ignorant  of  the 
world  as  Judith. 

"  Craig  is  covering  us  with  benedictions,"  observed  this  \)er- 
Bon  to  his  young  ensign,  with  an  air  of  indifference,  as  he  shut 
the  glass  and  handed  it  to  his  servant ;  "  to  say  the  truth,  not 
without  reason;  it  is  certainly  more  agreeable  to  be  here  in 
attendance  on  Miss  Judith  Hutter,  than  to  be  burying  Indians 
OD   a   point  of   the  lake,  however   romantic  the   position  or 


"  Xo :  it  is  r.-itluT  iimmv 
\rr\  \u*\\n<\nuix''  «»^»srrv.Ml    > 
twt)  nights  (tr  .sft{ft\  Artluir, 
ties  I     Tin  jw  stiii)iil  jis  on<*  <. 
liawk — I  ho|H»  your  arm  is  m 

"  It  draws  a  tew  grimaoos 
s«'e,"  answered   the  youth,  In 
ctmntenance  was  a  littlo  awry 
I  su]>{K>so  (inihatn  can  spare  8 
hurt." 

"  She  is  a  lovelv  crt»ature,  tl. 
tun ;  and  it  shall  not  l)e  my  fai 
in  the  [»arks  I"  n*sumed  Warle^ 
panion's  wound.  ''  Yt)ur  arm, 
ark,  serjjeant,  and  tell  I  >r.  (inil 
Mr.  ThonitonV  injury  :ts  soon 
fellow  with  the  broken  leg.  A 
like  a  queen  in  that  briM'ado  dr* 
all  chanpfrd  here  ;  father  and  iii 
if  not  dead,  and  none  of  the  fa 
ha.H  Ix^en  a  lucky  exjHKiition  all 
hoitoT  than  Indian  skirmishes  ir 
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up  here  on  a  mountain  lake ;  or  even  down  on  tbo  Dutch  river 
where  we  are  posted.  It  is  true  my  uncle,  the  general,  once 
did  me  the  favor  to  choose  a  wife  for  me,  in  Yorkshire  ;  but  she 
had  no  beauty — and  I  would  not  marry  a  princess  unless  she 
were  handsome.*^ 

"  If  handsome,  you  would  marry  a  beggar  r 

"  Aye,  these  are  the  notions  of  an  ensign  !  Love  in  a  cottage 
—doors — and  windows — the  old  story,  for  the  hundredth  time. 

The  twenty th  don't  marry.     We  are  not  a  marrying  cor|js, 

my  dear  boy.     There's  the  colonel,  old  Sir  Edwin ,  now ; 

though  a  full  general,  he  has  never  ihouglit  of  a  wife ;  and 
when  a  man  gets  as  high  as  a  lieutenant-general,  without  ma- 
trimony, he  is  pretty  safe.  Then  the  lieutenant-colonel  is  con 
firmed^  as  I  tell  my  cousin,  the  bishop.  The  major  is  a 
widower,  having  tried  matrimony  for  twelve  months  in  his 
youth  ;  and  we  look  upon  him,  now,  as  one  of  our  most  certain 
men.  Out  of  ten  captains,  but  one  is  in  the  dilemma ;  and  he, 
lKX)r  devil,  is  always  kept  at  regimental  head-quarters,  as  a  sort 
of  memento  mart  to  the  young  men  as  they  join.  As  for  the 
subalterns,  not  one  has  ever  yet  had  the  audacity  to  speak  of 
introducing  a  wife  into  the  regiment.  But  your  arm  is  trouble- 
some, and  we'll  go  ourselves  and  see  what  has  become  of 
Graham." 

The  surgeon  who  had  accompanied  the  pnrty  was  employed 
very  differently  from  what  the  captain  supposed.  When  tlie 
assault  was  over,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  were  collected, 
poor  Hetty  had  been  found  among  the  latter.  A  rifle-bullet 
had  passed  through  her  body,  inflicting  an  injury  that  was 
known  at  a  glance  to  l)e  mortal.  How  this  wound  was  received, 
no  one  knew ;  it  was  probably  one  of  those  casualties  that  ever 
accompany  scenes  like  that  related  in  the  previous  chapter. 
The  Sumach,  all  the  elderly  women,  and  some  of  the  Huron 
girls,  had  fallen  by  the  bayonet ;  either  in  the  confusion  of  the 
m^Ue^  or  from  tlie  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the  sexes,  where 
the  dress  was  so  siin|»le.  Much  the  greater  jx)rtion  of  the  war- 
riors sufSared  on  the  spot     A  few  had  escaped,  however,  and 
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.  Uvu  taken  nnhmncil.     As  for  the  wwinded, 

-'i  :!ii>  f'UnnfOD  muck  trouble.  Itiv«ni.>ak  had 
:<:^1  liiTib:  Liut  was  injured  mhI  »  prisoner.  A^ 
:i...i  his  i-»s^  went  mtu  Uie  ark.  ihev  ]>.-i!6i>>l 

-:.:ni.-il  mIi-iici-.  in  uui-  end  of  the  acuw,  bis  lit-ii-I 
.Li  i-i-iRiviiu;  no  visible  ugiis  of  de«poudeiH.-y  it 

i.i-  Tii(-unH-J  the  kjM  of  hi»  Iribe,  Is  certain; 

:i  ;i  luinncr  thnt  best  beciune  a  warrior  and  a 


i'  r>  fi>uud  their^urgeon  in  the  principal  room  of 
a:^-  \\m  -^uittii^  the  pallet  of  Hettr,  with  an 
rT^'uflll  rt^jnvt  im  his  hard,  pock-marked. Scottish 
-.vi"  iiot  UNiLtl  to  see  there.  All  hia  a^iiduily 
-.  .fMi  he  was  coniiielk-d  reliH'taiilly  to  abniidon 

■ :  n.i'ini;  the  iiirl  sumve  many  houra.  I>r. 
,\  ^I'lviiifd  ti.>  death-bed  scenes,  and  ordinarily 
•\:\  iiiile  ituprei¥io:i  ou  him.  In  all  that  relate* 
^;i'  i'>ne  \h{  those  iniiid''  which,  in  consequence  of 

"11  m^iterial  ihinir^  U'^S-'ally  and  consecutively, 
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Accent,  as  Warley  and  the  ensign  entered ;  "  I  just  hope,  gentle- 
men, that  when  we  three  shall  be  called  on  to  quit  the  twenty- 

th,  we  may  be  found  as  resigned  to  go  on  the  half-pay  of 

another  existence  as  this  poor  demented  chiel  T 

"  Is  there  no  hope  that  she  can  survive  the  hurt  ?"  demanded 
Warley,  turning  his  eyes  towards  the  pallid  Judith,  on  whose 
cheeks,  however,  two  large  spots  of  red  had  settled  as  soon  as  he 
came  into  the  cabin. 

**  No  more  than  there  is  for  Chairlie  Stuart.  Approach  and 
judge  for  yourselves,  gentlemen ;  ye'U  see  faith  exemplified  in 
an  exceeding  and  wonderful  manner.  There  is  a  sort  of  arbt- 
trium  between  life  and  death,  in  actual  conflict  in  the  poor  girPs 
mind,  that  renders  her  an  interesting  study  to  a  philosopher. 
Mr.  Thornton,  I'm  at  your  service  now ;  we  can  just  look  at  the 
arm,  in  the  next  room,  while  we  speculate  as  much  as  we  please 
on  the  0])erations  and  sinuosities  of  the  human  mind.'' 

The  surgeon  and  ensign  retired,  and  Warley  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  about  him  more  at  leisure,  and  with  a  better 
understanding  of  the  nature  and  feelings  of  the  group  collected 
in  the  cabin.  l*oor  Hetty  had  been  placed  on  her  own  simple 
bed,  and  was  reclining  in  a  half-seated  attitude,  with  the  ap- 
proaches of  death  on  her  countenance,  though  they  were  singu- 
larly dimmed  by  the  lustre  of  an  expression,  in  which  all  the 
intelligence  of  her  entire  Ix'ing  appeared  to  be  concentrated. 
Judith  and  Hist  were  near  her ;  the  former  seated  in  deep  grief, 
the  latter  standing,  in  readiness  to  offer  any  of  the  gentle  atten- 
tions of  feminine  care.  Deerslayer  stood  at  the  end  of  the 
[)allet,  leaning  on  Killdeer,  unharmed  in  person  ;  all  the  fine, 
martial  ardor  that  had  so  lately  glowed  in  his  countenance, 
having  given  place  to  the  usual  look  of  honesty  and  benevolence; 
•lualities  of  which  the  expression  was  now  softened  by  manly 
ronrret  and  pity.  The  Serpent  was  in  the  back-ground  of  the 
picture,  erect  and  motionless  as  a  statue ;  but  so  observant,  that 
not  a  look  of  the  eye  escaped  his  own  keen  glance.  Hurry 
completed  the  group ;  being  seated  on  a  stool  near  the  door, 
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like  one  who  fi-'lt  hiniself  out  of  place  in  such  a  scene,  bnt  who 
wa-s  n.<h;imed  to  quit  it  unbidilea. 

"  Who  is  that  in  scarlet  T  asked  Hetty,  as  sooo  as  the  cap- 
Iain's  uniforni  caught  her  eye.  "Tell  me,  Judith,  is  it  the  friend 
of  Hurry  r 

"  Tin  Ihe  officer  who  commands  the  troojis,  (hat  have  rescued 
us  idl  from  ihu  hands  of  the  Hurooa,"  waa  the  low  answer  of 
tile  sister. 

"Am  I  rescued,  too! — I  tliought  tliey  said  I  wna  shot,  and 
;)1>out  to  die.  Mother  is  dead,  and  so  is  father;  but  you  are 
liviti;;,  Judith,  aud  so  is  Hurry.  I  was  afmid  Hurry  would  be 
kilk'd.  when  I  heard  him  shouting  among  the  soldiers." 

"  Never  mind — never  uiind,  dear  Hetty,"  interrupted  Judith, 
SL'iisiliivly  alive  to  the  preservation  of  her  sister's  itecret,  raor^, 
jH.'rhu[>K,  at  such  a  moment  tliau  at  any  olJier.  "  Hurry  is  well, 
iLiiil  Deerslayer  is  well,  ani]  the  Dekware  is  well,  too." 

"  Hon- curne  they  to  shoot  a  poor  girl  like  me,  and  let  eo  many 
men  go  unharmed )  I  didn't  know  that  the  lIoroDS  were  so 
wiL>kcd,Jiiailhr 
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"Don't  mind  mo,  dear  Judith/'  said  the  affectionate  and 
pure-heartod  creature — "  I  don't  suffer,  if  I  do  die ;  wliy 
father  and  mother  are  both  dead,  and  what  happens  to  them 
may  well  happen  to  me.  You  know  I  am  of  less  account  than 
any  of  the  family  ;  therefore,  few  will  think  of  me  after  Fm  in 
the  lake." 

"  No,  no,  no — poor,  dear,  dear  Hetty !"  exclaimed  Judith, 
in  an  uncontrollable  burst  of  sorrow — "  I,  at  least,  will  ever 
think  of  you ;  and  gladly,  oh,  how  gladly  would  I  exchange 
places  with  you,  to  be  the  pure,  excellent,  sinless  creature  you 
are !" 

Until  now,  Captain  Warley  had  stood  leaning  against  the  door 
of  the  cabin  ;  when  this  outbreak  of  feeling,  and  perchance  of 
penitence,  escai>ed  the  beautiful  girl,  he  walked  slowly  and 
thoughtfully  away ;  even  passing  the  ensign,  then  suffering 
under  the  surgeon's  care,  without  noticing  him. 

"  I  have  got  my  Bible  here,  Judith  !"  returned  her  sister,  in  a 
voice  of  triumph.  **  It's  true,  I  can't  read  any  longer ;  there's 
something  the  matter  with  my  eyes — you  look  dim  and  dist'int 
— and  so  does  Hurry,  now  I  look  at  him  ;  well,  I  never  could 
have  believed  that  Henrv  March  would  have  so  dull  a  l(x)k. 
What  can  be  the  reason,  Judith,  that  I  see  so  badly  to-day  ?  I, 
who  mother  always  said  had  the  best  eyes  in  the  whole  family. 
Yes,  that  was  it ;  my  mind  was  feeble — what  i)eople  call  half 
witted — but  my  eyi*s  were  no  good." 

Again  Judith  groaned  ;  this  time  no  feeling  of  self,  no  n.»tro- 
spect  of  the  past,  caused  the  pain.  It  was  the  pure,  heart-f«*lt 
sorrow  of  sisterly  love,  heightened  by  a  sense  of  the  meek 
humility  and  i>erfect  truth  of  the  behig  before  her.  At  that 
moment,  she  would  gladly  have  given  up  her  own  life  to  save 
that  of  Hetty.  As  the  last,  however,  was  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  ix)wer,  she  felt  there  was  nothing  left  her  but  sorrow. 
At  this  moment  Warley  returned  to  the  cabin,  drawn  by  n 
secret  impulse  he  could  not  withstand,  though  he  felt,  just  then, 
as  if  he  would  gladly  abandon  the  American  continent  for  ever. 


iTi-  it  pmcticahlo.  Inst^iid  of  painiDg  at  the  door,  h«  dov 
IvnniN'd  sii  riL-ar  the  }ia]lct  of  the  sufferer  as  to  come  more 
i;ijiilv  nithin  her  ffoe.  Hettj*  could  still  distiDguUh  [&rge 
l>jirl$,  mid  lier  look  soon  &stened  on  hitn. 

"Are  you   the  officer  that  came  witli  Hurry!"  she  asked. 

If  vuii  lire,  we  ought  all  lo  thank  you  ;  for,  though  I  am 
urt,  the  TL-st  htive  saved  their  lives,  IHd  Harry  March  t«ll  von 
'hi>re  t<)  iiiid  ux,  mid  how  much  need  there  was  for  your  scr> 

"  The  new?  of  the  party  reached  us  by  means  of  a  friendly 

iiLiriiT,"  rohirned  the  captain,  ^iid  to  relieve  his  flings  by 
bis  ;ip{>p:inirice  of  a  friendly  commanication  ;  "aod  I  ir.iA  im- 
lediaielv  ».'Cjt  out  to  cut  it  off.  It  Was  fortunate,  certainly, 
hill  ive  iiiel  Hurry  Harry,  a*  you  call  him,  (or  he  acted  as  n 
'uiili.' ;  iiiiil  it  «;!.>  not  less  fortunate  that  we  heard  a  firing, 
ihicli  I  iiuw  iiriJeiMand  was  merely  ft  shooting  al  the  mark, 
>r  it  nut  unly  quickened  our  march,  but  called  us  to  the  right 
iili-  >if  the  lake.  The  Deliiware  saw  us  on  the  shore,  with  th« 
■].<-:  it  would  ^ecm  ;  and  ho  and   Uist,  as  1  find  hLs  <>(|uaw  is 
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stones,  in  a  shipwreck  or  a  conflagration.  Her  mind  now 
reverted  to  the  future,  losing  sight,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the 
scenes  of  the  past. 

"  We  shall  not  long  be  parted,  Judith,"  she  said ;  "when  you 
die,  you  must  be  brought  and  buried  in  the  lake,  by  the  side  of 
mother,  too." 

"  Would  to  God,  Hetty,  that  I  lay  there  at  this  moment !" 

"  Xo ;  that  cannot  be,  Judith  ;  people  must  die  before  they 
have  any  right  to  be  buried.  Twould  be  wicked  to  bury  you, 
or  for  you  to  bury  yourself  while  living.  Once  I  thought  of 
burying  myself; — Crod  kept  mc  from  that  sin." 

''  You  ! — you,  Hetty  H  utter,  think  of  such  an  act?"  exclaimed 
Judith,  looking  up  in  uncoiiti-ollable  surprise,  for  she  well  knew 
nothing  passed  the  lips  of  her  conscientious  sister  that  was  not 
religiously  true. 

"Yes,  I  did,  Judith;  but  God  has  forgotten — no,  \iq forgets 
nothing — but  he  \\q»  forgiven  it,"  returned  the  dying  girl,  with 
tlie  sulKlued  manner  of  a  rej^nttrnt  cliild.  "  Twa**  after  mother's 
doath  ;  I  felt  I  had  lost  the  best  friend  I  had  on  earth,  if  not 
the  only  friend.  'Tis  true,  you  and  father  were  kind  to  me, 
Judith,  but  I  wiw  so  f<*eble-minded  I  knew  I  should  only 
give  you  trouble ;  and  then  you  were  so  often  anhamed  of  such 
a  sister  and  daughter  ;  and  'tis  hard  to  live  in  a  world  where  all 
look  upon  you  as  below  them.  I  thought  then  if  I  could  bury 
myself  by  the  side  of  mother,  I  should  be  happier  in  the  lake 
than  in  the  hut." 

"Forgive  me — pardon  me,  dearest  Hetty;  on  my  bended 
knees,  I  beg  you  to  {)ardon  me,  sweet  sister,  if  any  word  or  act 
of  mine  drove  you  to  so  maddening  and  cruel  a  thought." 

"  Get  up,  Judith  ;  kneel  to  God — don't  kneel  to  me.  Just  so 
I  felt  when  mother  was  dying.  I  remembered  everything  I  had 
said  and  done  to  vex  her,  and  could  have  kissed  her  feet  for  for- 
giveness. I  think  it  musst  be  so  with  all  dying  people  ;  though, 
now  I  think  of  it^  I  don't  remember  to  have  had  such  feehngs 
on  account  of  father." 

Judith  arose,  hid  her  face  in  her  apron,  and  wept     A  long 


jiauRc — ai.e  of  iiiijrc  than  two  lioura — suoceeded,  during  whidi 
Warlej-  eiiieri'J  and  left  the  cabin  several  times ;  apparently 
imeasy  wIil-ji  !il»i'nt,andj^tuiiable  to  remain.  He  issued  variou- 
LirJi'rs,  whii.il  hi.-<  men  proceeded  to  execnte ;  and  there  was  an 
uir  i.f  iiimi'iii'iii  in  the  party,  more  especially  ns  Mr,  Craig,  the 
li.uli'ii^inl,  h;iil  gill  llirougb  the  unpleasHnt  duty  of  burying  the 
■l.:i<l,  :liiiI  li.iil  sfiit  fur  iiiitructions  from  the  shore,  dwiring  to 
knon  wijiit  liu  ii.«  tu  do  «-ith  hia  dulaehmenL  During  tiiis 
iiit(>r\al,  ilfiiv  Ji'jit  a  little,  and  Doerslayer  and  Chingachgook 
lift  ilii.'  ;irk  I..1  ci.dfL'r  together.  Hut,  at  the  end  of  the  time 
iiii-iiiiipinil,  iliii  Muwiin  pa-sed  upon  the  piatr<jrni;  and  with  t 
iJi>i;ri  I-  I.f  li'iliii^r  liis  comrades  had  never  before  obsen-ed  in  one 
.if  )ii~  liiiliiu  liu  aiinuunced  thnt  the  patient  \ta»  rapidly  draw- 
in!;  iii'iir  liiT  cnil.  On  receiving  this  inlelligi.-nce,  the  group 
Liill.i'ti'd  !i;i;iiii ;  niriosity  to  witness  such  a  death — or  a  bett«r 
ff-'liTi;; — driHi  iiijr  to  the  spot  men  who  had  so  lately  been  actoni 
in  ;i  -I'eiic  s'l-miniily  of  so  mncli  grea[«'  interest  and  Tnorueiit 
Ih'  tiiis  liiTi''  .hiilitli  hiid  got  to  be  inactive,  through  grief  ;  and 
lli-l  mIliiii'  \i:i-  |ii>rfi.miiiir;  tlip  little  offices  of  feminine  attention 
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"  I  here,  pojr  girl ;  why  you  no  see  me  ?" 

"I  do  see  you ;  but  I  couldn't  tell  whether  'twas  you  or 
Judith.    I  believe  I  sha'n't  see  you  much  longer,  Ilist." 

"  Sorry  for  that,  poor  Hetty.  Never  mind ;  pale-face  got  a 
heaven  for  girl  as  well  as  for  warrior." 

"  Where's  the  Serpent  ?  Let  me  speak  to  him  ;  give  me  hi* 
hand ;  so ;  I  feel  it.  Delaware,  you  will  love  and  cherish  this 
young  Indian  woman  ;  I  know  how  fond  she  is  of  you  ;  and  you 
must  be  fond  of  her.  Don't  treat  her  as  some  of  your  people 
treat  their  wives ;  be  a  real  husband  to  her.  Now  bring  Deer 
slayer  near  me  ;  give  me  his  hand." 

This  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  hunter  stood  by  th 
side  of  the  pallet,  submitting  to  the  wishes  cf  the  girl  with  th' 
docility  of  a  child. 

"I  feel,  Deerslayer,"  she  resumed,  "though  I  couldn't  tel) 
why — ^but  I  feel  that  you  and  I  are  not  going  to  part  for  ever. 
'  Tis  a  stnmge  feeling !  I  never  had  it  before ;  I  wonder  what 
it  comes  from  P' 

" '  Tis  God  encouraging  you  in  extremity,  Hetty  ;  as  such  il 
ought  to  be  harbored  and  respected.  Yes,  we  shall  meet  ag'in, 
though  it  may  be  a  long  time  first,  and  in  a  far  distant  land." 

"  Do  you  mean  to  be  buried  in  the  lake  too  ?  If  so,  that 
may  account  for  the  feeling." 

"'TIS  little  likely,  gal;  'tis  little  likely :  but  there's  a  region 
for  Christian  souls  where  there's  no  lakes  nor  woods,  they  say; 
though  why  there  should  be  n<  »ne  of  the  last,  is  more  than  I  can 
account  for ;  seeing  that  pleasantness  and  peace  is  the  object  in 
view.  My  grave  will  be  found  in  the  forest,  most  likely,  but  1 
hope  my  spirit  will  not  be  far  from  your'n." 

*^  So  it  must  be,  then.  I  am  too  weak-minded  to  understand 
these  things,  but  Ifeel  that  you  and  I  will  meet  again.  Sister, 
where  are  you  ?  I  can't  see  now  anything  but  darkness.  It 
must  be  night,  surely  !" 

**  Oh !  Hetty,  I  am  here  at  your  side ;  these  are  my  arms 
that  are  round  you,"  sobbed  Judith.  "  Speak,  dearest ;  is  there 
anything  you  wish  to  say,  or  have  done,  in  this  awfu^  n'.uinentr 
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By  tliis  liiiii^  llrtty's  Right  bad  entirely  foiled  her,  Ne*-er- 
tlx-li-ss,  ili-atli  iipjiruiiclKtl  with  Ima  tli:in  usual  of  its  horrors,  at 
if  it)  tctiili'riii'S'i  (u  one-  of  lier  liHlf-eDduwi-il  fiiculties.  Bhu  wag 
\nU-  ;ls  a  oiri-si',  but  Llt  bnalliiiig  wjis  easy  and  uiit^okco, 
«liilo  li.-r  lijioc,  tin.U};li  lowered  almost  to  a  whisper,  remained 
cli'.'ir  aiiil  •li~niii.*t.  When  her  ust«r  put  this  questiou,  liowever, 
;i  liliisli  dllfiis.'(l  it«.-]f  over  the  features  of  the  dying  girl ;  so 
f;iiiiL  huivi'VL-r,  as  lo  be  Dearly  iinpereeptiblc;  resembling  that 
liii''  i)f  til''  riisi.-  nliicli  is  thought  to  portray  tlie  tint  of  modesty, 
r:il1i>'r  tliuti  lli''  dye  of  the  flower  in  its  richer  bloom.  No  one 
hut  Judilli  d>'ii.-<.'ti'J  this  expression  of  feeling,  one  of  the  gentle 
('\pr<-ssiuiis  of  noiuanly  sensibility,  even  in  denlh.  On  her, 
hiiwi-viT,  it  wiL-i  not  lo«t,  nor  did  she  conceal  from  herself  the 


'■  lliirry  is  lu-ri',  deiircst  Hetty,"  whispered  the  Mster,  with  her 
1'  so  lu'iir  tliir  snffi-ri'r  ai  Ui  keep  the  words  from  other  ears. 
'\,M  I  t.ii  him  lo  t-oiiie  and  receive  your  good  wishes  T 
A  i;iiitlv:  [irt'^sun'  of  the  hand  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
■\   lli.ii   lliirrv  u.-fi  brought  to  the  side  of  the  |ialleL      It  is 
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These  words  were  uttered  with  difBeulty ;  a  fiunt  flush 
succeeded  them  Tor  a  siugto  iostAUt,  then  the  haod  wns 
relinquished,  and  Hetty  turned  her  fiico  aside  ac  if  done  with 
the  world.  The  mysterious  feelinj;  that  boiiod  hbr  to  the  young 
man,  a  sentiment  so  gentle,  as  to  he  almost  imperceptible  to 
herself,  and  which  could  never  have  existed  at  all,  had  her  rea- 
son possessed  more  command  over  her  senses,  was  for  ever  lost 
in  tLoughta  of  a  more  elevated,  though  scarcely  of  a  purer  cha- 

"Of  what  are  you  thinking,  my  sweet  sister  P  whispered 
Judith  ;  "  tell  me  that  1  may  aid  you  at  this  moment." 

"  Mother — I  see  mother,  now,  and  bright  beings  around  her 
in  the  lake.  Why  isn't  Father  there  ?  It's  o<id  that  I  can  see 
motlier  when  I  can't  si>e  you  !     Fiirewell,  Judith." 

The  last  words  were  uttered  after  a  pause,  and  her  uster 
had  hung  over  Ikt  some  time,  in  anxious  walchfulQess,  befoie 
nho  [lerceived  that  tlic  gentle  s|iirit  had  departed.  Thus  died 
Hetty  llutt«r,  one  of  those  mvBteri.ms  links  between  the  mate- 
rial and  imniut«rial  world,  which,  while  they  ap|>ear  to  be 
deprived  of  so  much  that  ia  esteemed,  and  necessary  for  this 
state  of  being,  draw  so  near  to,  and  oiler  so  beautiful  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  truth,  purity,  and  umplicity  of  another. 


CHAPTER  XXXn. 


The  day  that  followed  proved  to  be  melancholy,  tliough  one 
tif  niiicli  aclivitv.  The  soldiere,  who  hiid  eo  lately  bean 
eiiililoji-il  ill  iiitirriiig  their  victims,  were  now  m]M  nn  to  bury 
theW  o^^ll  tlcnil.  Ttie  scene  of  the  morning  had  left  a  Middened 
fi'i-lin^r  oil  ikU  the  ^ntleTDcn  of  the  pnrty,  and  the  rest  felt  the 
iiitlui'inv  of  a  i.imilar  aeiisatioii,  in  n  vnrietv  of  wii«,  and  from 
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rnon  men  gazed  on  the  ceremony  with  wondering  eyes  and 
chastened  feelings. 

The  business  of  the  day  closed  with  this  pious  office.  \ij 
order  of  tlie  commanding  officer  all  retired  early  to  rest,  for  it 
was  intended  to  begin  the  march  homewards  with  the  return  of 
light  One  party  indeed,  bearing  the  wounded,  the  prisoner*, 
and  the  trophies,  luid  left;  the  castle  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
under  the  guidancxi  of  Hurry,  intending  to  reach  the  fort  by 
shorter  marches.  It  had  been  landed  on  the  |)oint  so  oftx»n 
mentioned,  or  that  described  in  our  opening  pagers  ;  and  when 
tin?  sun  set,  was  alrejidy  eneami)ed  on  the  bruw  of  the  long, 
broken,  and  ridg\*  hills  that  fell  away  towards  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk.  The  d«*parture  of  this  detachment  had  greatly  sim- 
[flified  the  duty  of  the  succeeding  day,  disencumbering  its  march 
of  itH  bjijjnraire  and  wounded,  and  otherwise  leavintj  him  who 
had  issued  the  order  gn»aU.*r  liberty  of  action. 

Judith  held  no  communication  with  any  but  Hist,  after  the 
death  of  her  sisUir,  until  she  retired  for  tlie  night  ller  sorrow 
had  l)een  respected,  and  lH)th  the  females  hatl  Ix^n  lefti  witli 
tlie  Uxlv,  unintruded  on  to  the  last  moment  The  rattlini;  of 
the  drum  broke  the  silence  of  that  tranquil  water,  and  tlie 
echoes  of  the  Uttoo  were  h^ard  among  tlio  mountains  so  soon 
after  the  ceremony  was  ov».*r,  Jis  to  preclude  the  danger  of  inter- 
ruption. That  star  which  had  been  the  guide  of  Hist,  rose  on 
a  scene  as  silent  as  if  the  quiet  of  nature  had  never  yet  been 
disturber  1  by  the  labors  or  passions  of  man.  One  solitary  senti- 
nel, with  his  relief,  paced  th(^  platform  throughout  the  night ; 
and  morning  W2is  ashered  in,  as  usual,  by  the  marti<il  beat  of 
the  reveille. 

Military  jirwision  succeeded  to  the  desultory  ])roceedings  of 
border-men,  and  when  a  hasty  and  frugal  breakfast  was  taken, 
the  party  hegini  its  movement  towards  the  shore,  with  a  regu- 
larity and  order  tliat  ]>revented  noise  or  confusion.  Of  all  the 
officers,  Warley  alone  remained.  Craig  headed  the  detach- 
ment in  advance,  Thornton  was  with  the  wounded,  and  Graham 
aooompanied  his  patients,  as  a  matter  of  course.     Even  tlie 


I 


Tlic  soMiiTs  t.'inl.>arko(.l  in 
\hiu\.  1I«*  lia<l  iiniulr«Ml  of  *. 
jiroeecd,  and  untk-rstandinj^  Ik 
last  moment,  he  neitlier  mol 
tended  her  witli  advice.  The 
trail  to  the  Mohawk ;  and  o 
doubted  not  that  they  should 

\\  intercourse. 

L  When  all  were  on  board,  tl 

ark  moved  in  its  slui'msh  ma 
Deerslayer  and  Ghingacht^k  i 

j  the  water,  and  phiced  them  in 

door  were  then  b:irred,  and  the 
trap,  in  the  manner  already  do 
sad(«.  Hist  w:is  seen  in  the  rei 
ware  imm«'diately  joined  her,  an 
sUmdinf]^  alone  on  the  platform, 
inic  Di^erslaver  found  himself  a 
weeping  mourner.  Too  simple 
man  swe])t  the  light  boat  round, 
when  he  followed  the  course  aln 
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ble,  think  you,  that  the  innocence  of  one  of  these  beings  may 
answer,  in  the  eyes  of  God,  for  the  salvation  of  both  ?" 

"I  don^t understand  it  so,  Juditli;  though  I'm  no  missionary, 
and  am  but  poorly  taught.  £ach  sj»irit  answers  for  its  own 
briekslidings ;  tliough  a  hearty  repentance  will  satisfy  God's 
laws." 

"  Then  must  my  poor,  poor  mother,  be  in  heaven  ! — Bitterly 
— bitterly — has  she  repented  of  her  sins  ;  and  surely  her  suffer- 
ings in  this  life  ought  to  count  as  something  against  her  suffer- 
ings in  the  next !" 

"  All  this  goes  beyond  me,  Judith.  I  strive  to  do  right,  here, 
as  the  surest  means  of  keeping  all  right,  hereafter.  Hetty  was 
oncommon,  as  all  that  know'd  her  must  allow ;  and  her  soul 
wns  as  fit  to  consort  with  angels,  the  hour  it  left  its  body,  as 
that  of  anv  saint  in  the  Bible  I" 

"  I  do  Ix'lieve  you  only  do  her  justice !  Alas ! — Alas ! — that 
there  should  be  so  great  differences  between  those  who  were 
nurse<l  at  the  same  brea<<t,  slept  in  the  same  bed,  and  dwelt 
under  the  same  roof!  But,  no  matter, — move  the  canoe  a 
little  further  east,  Deerslayer, — the  sun  so  dazzles  my  eyes  that 
I  cannot  see  the  graves.  This  is  Hetty's,  on  the  right  of 
mother's  ?" 

"  Sartain — you  asked  that  of  us ;  and  all  are  glad  to  do  as 
you  wish,  Judith,  when  you  do  that  which  is  right" 

The  girl  gjized  at  him  near  a  minute,  in  silent  attention ; 
then  she  turned  her  eyes  backward,  at  the  castle. 

"This  lake  will  soon  be  entirely  deserted,"  she  said,  "and 
this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  it  will  be  a  more  secure  dwelling- 
place  than  ever.  What  has  so  lately  hapj^ened  will  prevent  the 
Iroquois  from  venturing  again  to  visit  it,  for  a  long  time  to 
«x>me." 

"  That  it  will ! — yes,  that  may  be  set  down  as  settled.  I  do 
not  mean  to  pa<5s  this-a-way,  ag'in,  so  long  as  the  war  lasts;  for, 
to  my  mind,  no  Huron  mrx^casin  will  leave  its  print  on  the 
leaves  of  this  forest,  until  thiMr  traditions  have  forgotten  to  tell 
their  vounix  men  of  their  disifrace  and  rout" 


«"'l  looks  go  hand  in  J.an 
"""^'-  •«  J.rotty  sartain  to  ; 
'-"«'"  *I.oil  the  stoutest  war 

"AMdamlthensomistak 
slayer,  bett<>r  than  the  heart 

"I  understand  your  me 

w'mt  you  mean,  I  believe  tJ 

umJeistand  me.     Warrior' I  , 

I  ve  lH,th  fou't  and  conqnen.^ 

neitl.er  will  I  deny  that  I've  i 

manful  and  honorable,  when  , 

-but  I've  no  relish  for  blood 

«  Mmgo  is  a  Mingo.    If  they, 

«nd  suffered  the  vajjabonds  to 

as  well  all  turn  Fn,„cher«  at  o 

i  •»  no  firewater,  Judith,  or  on 

fo  ;  but  I  can  see  n.,  great , 

fory  a/ore  a  tear,  out  of  a  drea 

«  ttwr,  because  we  eonU  help  it- 

«w'  nuin/ul  and  honorabUy 

"  No  woman  would  ever  wisi 
"tend  by,  and  submit  to  insult , 
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explaining  herself,  native  modesty  asserted  its  power,  notwith- 
Btandint^  tlie  encouragement  and  confidei)ce  she  derived  from  the 
great  simplicitv  of  her  companion's  character.  Her  cheeks, 
which  had  so  lately  been  pale,  flushed,  and  her  eyes  lighted 
with  some  of  their  former  brilliancy.  Feeling  gave  expression 
to  her  countenance  and  softness  to  her  voice,  rendering  her  who 
was  always  beautiful,  trebly  seductive  and  winning. 

"  Deerelayer,"  she  said,  after  a  considerable  pause,  **  this  is 
not  a  moment  for  aftectation,  deception,  or  a  want  of  frankness 
of  any  sort.  Here,  over  my  mother's  grave,  and  over  the  grave 
of  truth-loving,  truth-telling  Hetty,  everything  like  unfair  deal- 
ing seems  to  be  out  of  place.  I  will  therefore  speak  to  you 
without  any  reserve,  and  without  any  dread  of  being  misunder- 
stood. You  are  not  an  ac^juaintnnce  of  a  week,  but  it  appears 
to  me  as  if  I  had  known  you  for  years.  So  much,  and  so  much 
that  is  important,  has  taken  place  within  that  short  time,  that 
the  sorrows,  and  dangers,  and  escapes  of  a  whole  life  have  been 
crowded  into  a  few  days;  and  they  who  have  suffered  and 
acted  together  in  such  seeries,  ought  not  to  feel  like  strangers. 
I  know  that  what  I  am  about  to  say  might  be  misunderstood 
by  most  men,  but  I  hoj>e  for  a  generous  construction  of  my 
course  from  you.  We  are  not  here  dwelling  among  the  arts 
and  deceptions  of  the  settlements,  but  young  people  who  have 
no  occasion  to  deceive  each  other,  in  any  manner  or  form.  I 
hope  I  make  myself  understood  ?" 

"  Sartain,  Judith ;  few  convarse  better  than  yourself,  and 
none  more  agreeable,  like.  Your  words  are  as  pleasant  as  your 
looks." 

"  It  is  the  manner  in  which  you  have  so  often  praised  those 
looks,  that  gives  me  courage  to  proceed.  Still,  Deerslayer,  it  is 
not  easy  for  one  of  my  sex  and  years,  to  forget  all  her  lessons 
of  infancy,  all  her  habits,  and  her  natural  diffidence,  and  say 
openly  what  her  heart  feels  !" 

**  Why  not,  Judith  ?  Why  shouldn't  women  as  well  as  men 
deal  fairly  and  honestly  by  their  fellow-creatur's  ?     I  see  no 


.1 
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however,  raised  lier  alH)ve  all 
I)ersevercd  even  to  her  own  su 
sion. 

**  I  will — I  must  deal  as  p! 
poor,  dear  Hetty,  were  that  s^ 
turning  pale,  instead  of  blushi 
she  wjis  prompted  reversing 
would  ordinarily  produce  on  on< 
all  other  feelings,  in  the  one  tl 
the  woods  and  the  life  that  i 
away  from  the  dwellings  and  t 

"  As  I  loved  my  parents,  Ju< 
very  s|x>t  would  be  all  creatic 
over,  once ;  and  the  settlers  ke 

"  Why  quit  it,  then  ?  It  h 
can  claim  a  better  right  than 
you.  Were  it  a  kingdom,  Dec 
to  say  the  same.  Let  us  then 
the  priest  at  the  fort,  and  nev* 
us  away  to  tliat  world  where  i 
poor  mother  and  sister." 

A  long,  thou(;htful  pause  su 
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••  Vou  haveu't  thought  well  of  this,  Judith,"  he  said ;  "  no, 
yo*ir  feelitfs  arc  awakened  by  all  that  has  lately  happened,  and 
believin'  yourself  to  be  without  kindred  in  the  world,  you  are 
in  too  great  haste  to  find  some  to  fill  the  places  of  them  that's 
lost" 

"  Were  I  living  in  a  crowd  of  friend?^,  Deerslayer,  I  should 
still  think,  as  I  now  think, — say  as  I  now  say,"  returned  Judith, 
speaking  with  her  hands  still  shading  her  lovely  face. 

**  Thank  you,  gal — thank  you,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart 
Howscver,  I  am  not  one  to  take  advantage  of  a  weak  moment, 
when  you  're  forgetful  of  your  own  great  advantages,  and  fancy 
'arth  and  all  it  holds,  is  in  this  little  canoe.  No^no — Judith, 
'twould  be  onginerous  in  me ;  what  you've  offered  can  never 
come  to  pass !" 

^^  It  all  may  be,  and  that  without  leaving  cause  of  repentance 
to  any,"  answered  Judith,  with  an  impetuosity  of  feeling  and 
manner,  that  at  once  unveiled  her  eyes.  "  We  can  cause  the 
soldiers  to  leave  our  goods  on  the  road,  till  we  return,  when 
they  can  easily  be  brought  back  to  the  house ;  the  lake  will  be 
no  more  visited  by  the  enemy,  this  war  at  least ;  all  your  skins 
may  be  readily  sold  at  the  garrison  ;  there  you  can  buy  the 
few  necessaries  we  shall  want,  for  I  wish  never  to  see  the  spot 
again ;  and  Deerslayer,"  added  the  girl,  smiling  with  a  sweet- 
ness and  nature  that  the  young  man  found  it  hard  to  resist ; 
"  as  a  proof  how  wholly  I  am  and  wish  to  be  yours — how  com- 
pletely I  desire  to  be  nothing  but  your  wife,  the  very  first  fire 
that  we  kindle, -after  our  return,  shall  be  lighted  with  the  bro- 
cade dress,  and  fed  by  every  article  I  have  that  you  may  think 
unfit  for  the  woman  you  wish  to  live  with  !" 

"  Ah's  me  I — you're  a  winning  and  a  lovely  creatur',  Judith  ; 
yes,  you  are  all  that,  and  no  one  can  deny  it,  and  speak  truth. 
These  pictur's  are  pleasant  to  the  thoughts,  but  they  mightn't 
prove  80  happy  as  you  now  think  'em.  Forget  it  all,  therefore, 
and  let  us  paddle  after  the  Sarpent  and  Hist,  as  if  nothing  had 
been  said  on  the  subject " 

Judith  was  deeply  mortified,  and  what  is  more,  she  was  pro- 


fuundh-  jrirvrti.  Still  there  was  a  sleadmess  and  quiet  in  the  man- 
iiiT  uf  I  >L-i.-r^layer,  tliat  uumpletely  tinothereil  bur  hopes,  and  lold 
lur  ilml  fur  oiich.  IiL-r  ci^ce^ing  beauty  had  fniled  tu  excite  ihe 
adiDJraliun  and  liuniage  it  was  wont  to  receive.  Women  iiie 
f.M  si.'ltliim  tu  furgiie  those  who  shght  their  advances  ;  but  this 
lii^'h-«;iiritcd  and  impetuous  girl  entertained  no  shadow  of 
iv'SL'jitiiK'iit,  tiieii  or  ever,  ngiLiDst  the  fair-deahog  and  ingenuous 
huiiti'r.  At  the  moment,  the  prevailing  feeling  was  tlic  wish  to 
)».'  Lfrtaiii  that  there  was  no  misunderstanding.  AA«r  another 
[i:ii[it'ul  pause,  therufore,  she  brought  the  inatlt'r  to  an  is«ue,  by 
!i  i|ucs(iun  loo  direct  to  admit  of  equivocation. 

'■  IJnd  ti.irbid  that  we  lay  up  r^retii  in  after  life,  through  any 
\v;t(it  ot'  niinerity  now,"  she  said.  "  I  hojie  wc  uTiilerstand  each 
(FlhiT  .11  1l'!i-sL     Voii  will  not  accept  me  fur  a  wife,  DnerstayiT  T 

■■"Tis  Ix'tti.T  for  both  tliat  I  shouldn't  take  advantage  of  your 
.Fwii  f,.rL'"tfiilne^s,  Judith.     Wo  can  never  marry." 

)t  find  it  in  your  heart,  perhaps, 
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her  paddle,  and  urged  the  canoe  away  from  the  spot,  with  a 
movement  as  reluctant  as  the  feelings  which  controlled  iu 
Deerslayer  quietly  aided  the  effort,  however,  and  they  were  soon 
on  the  trackless  line  taken  by  the  Delaware. 

In  their  way  to  the  point,  not  another  syllable  was  exchanged 
between  Deerslayer  and  his  fair  companion.  As  Judith  sat  in 
the  bow  of  the  canoe,  her  back  was  turned  towards  him,  else  it 
is  j)robable  tlie  expression  of  her  countenance  might  have  induced 
him  to  venture  some  soothing  terms  of  friendship  and  regard. 
Contrary  to  what  would  have  been  expected,  resentment  was 
still  a])sent,  though  the  color  frequently  changed  from  the  deep 
flush  of  mortification  to  the  paleness  of  disappointment  Sorrow, 
deep,  heart-felt  sorrow,  however,  was  the  predominant  emotion, 
and  this  was  betrayed  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken. 

As  neither  lal)ored  hard  at  the  paddle,  the  ark  had  already 
arrived,  and  the  soldiers  liad  disembarked  before  the  canoe  of 
the  two  loiterers  reached  the  point  Chingachgook  had  pre- 
cedi>d  it,  and  was  already  some  distance  in  the  wood,  at  a  spot 
where  t)io  two  trails,  that  to  the  garrison,  and  that  to  the  villages 
of  the  1  )olaware8,  separated.  The  soldiers,  too,  had  taken  up 
their  Wm*  of  march ;  first  setting  the  ark  adrift  again,  with  a 
reckless  disregard  of  its  fate.  All  this  Judith  saw,  but  she 
heeded  it  not.  The  Glimmerglass  had  no  longer  any  charms 
for  her ;  and  when  she  put  her  foot  on  the  strand,  she  immedi- 
ately proceeded  on  the  trail  of  the  soldiers,  without  casting  a 
single  glance  behind  her.  Even  Hist  was  passed  unnoticed; 
that  modest  young  creature  shrinking  from  the  averted  fisM»  of 
Judith,  as  if  guilty  herself  of  some  wrong-doing. 

"  Wait  you  here,  Sari>ent,"  said  Deerslayer,  as  he  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  dejected  beauty,  while  passing  his  friend. 
^  I  will  just  see  Judith  among  her  party,  and  come  and  j'ine 
you." 

A  hundred  yards  had  hid  the  couple  from  those  in  front,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  rear,  when  Judith  tumod  and  spoke. 

**  This  will  d<  s  Deerslayer,"  she  said,  sadly.  "  I  understand 
your  kindness,  but  shall  not  need  it    Tn  a  few  miniites  I  shall 


t  ][■ 


liT".  Afl  TOu  canixitgDwithm«ODtbejoimiejof 
^  i>h  y.tu  to  go  fiirthw  on  thw.  But  stop ;  befurt;  we 
:i~k  Villi  ii  biiigl«  <]uestioii.  And  I  require  of  yon 
i<-l.  and  ivvereDce  (he  truth,  not  to  dcciive  mc  io 

I  kiiiiH'  vou  do  not  love  tinotlier;  and  I  can  see 
'II  uliy  von  cannot,  m7^  not  love  me.  Telt  me, 
1  .T. — "  Tlte  girl  paused,  the  words  she  was  about 
ii.i:  to  (■li.ike  her.  Then  rallying  all  li.-r  rwolulion, 
linit   rtusht-d  and  jKilod  nt  every  bn'atli  slie  drew, 

"Ti'll  me,  llien,  I 'eerslayer,  if  anylliln^  light  of 
rv  Man'li  has  said,  may  not  have  influenced  your 


I  »:i*  ilii-  1  >.Tr*layer's  polar  star.  He  ever  kept  it  to 
inl  11  nil-  tiiTiily  iuijiowible  for  liim  to  avoid  uttering  it, 
111!)  I  ru<i<-iH'<'  demanded  Mleiioc.  Judith  read  his 
Ti  lii"  v  >ii  I  It '11!  nice ;  and  with  a  heart  nearly  broken  hj 
iit-ii  iii--iii-^<  of  iniil<«ervtiig,  iilte  signed  to  liim  an  adieu, 
'i<->l  h'.'Ts-'lf  in  the  wood^  For  some  time  Deeralaver 
•e :    but  in  the  end,  hi-  retrai-^d  Lis 
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Fifteen  years  bad  passed  away,  ere  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Doerslaycr  to  rexisit  the  Glimmerglass.  A  peace,  had  inten'ened, 
and  it  W2is  on  the  eve  of  another,  and  still  more  important  war, 
when  he  and  his  constant  friend,  Chingachgook,  were  hastenind 
to  the  forts  to  join  their  allies.  A  stripling  accompanied  them, 
for  Hist  already  slumbered  beneath  the  pines  of  the  Delawares, 
and  the  three  survivors  had  now  become  inseparable.  They 
reached  the  lake  just  as  the  sun  was  setting.  Here  all  was 
unchanged ;  the  river  still  rushed  through  its  bower  of  trees ; 
the  little  rock  was  wasting  away  by  the  slow  action  of  the 
waves  in  the  course  of  centuries ;  the  mountains  stood  in  their 
native  dress,  dark,  rich,  and  mysterious;  while  the  sheet  glis- 
tened in  its  solitude,  a  beautiful  gem  of  the  forest. 

The  following  morning  the  youth  discovered  one  of  the 
canoes  drifted  on  the  shore,  in  a  state  of  decay.  A  little  labor 
put  it  in  a  state  for  service,  and  they  all  embarked,  with  a 
dt^ire  to  examine  the  place.  All  the  points  were  passed,  and 
Chingachgook  j>ointed  out  to  his  son,  the  spot  where  the 
Hurons  had  first  encamf>ed,  and  the  point  whence  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  sUmling  his  bride.  Here  they  even  landed;  but  all 
traces  of  the  former  visit  had  disappeared.  Next  they  proceed- 
ed to  the  scene  of  the  battle,  and  there  they  found  a  few  of  the 
signs  that  linger  aroutid  such  localities.  Wild  beiists  had  disin- 
terred many  of  the  bodies,  and  human  bones  were  bleaching  in 
the  rains  of  summer.  Uncas  regarded  all  with  reverence  and 
pity,  though  traditions  were  already  rousing  his  young  mind  to 
the  aTnbition  and  sternness  of  a  warrior. 

From  the  point,  tlie  canoe  took  its  way  towards  the  shoal, 
where  the  remains  of  the  castle  were  still  visible,  a  picturesque 
ruin.  The  storms  of  winter  had  long  since  unroofed  the  house, 
and  decay  had  eaten  into  the  logs.  All  the  fastenings  were 
untouched,  but  the  seasons  rioted  in  the  place,  as  if  in  mockery 
at  the  attempt  to  exclude  them.  The  palisades  were  rotting,  as 
were  the  piles ;  and  it  was  evident  that  a  few  more  recurrences 
of  winter,  a  few  more  gales  and  tempests,  would  sweep  all  into 
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h«  ]akc,  and  blat  tiie  building  from  the  Ewe  of  that  in«gni6cen( 
olit',iiii\  Till'  irrnvcs  could  not  \k  found.  Either  the  elenR-nta 
i^itl  riljIitiTutiil  tlii'ir  traces,  or  time  had  caused  those  who 
LKikrd  fi-r  them,  to  forget  their  powtioD. 

Till'  nrk  WHS  discovered  Rtranded  on  the  eastern  shore,  where 
t  linJ  ]<)ii<;  lieftre  been  driven,  with  the  prevalent  northw««t 
iiti<l-=.  It  l.'iy  oil  tho  fiindy  extremity  of  a  long  low  ]H^nt,  that 
■^  -itM;it.-.i  aUiiit  two  mili-s  from  the  outlet,  and  which  is  itself 
;L-t  iU-;ij>|>i'!iriii:j  U'fore  the  action  of  the  elements.  Hie  scow 
1:1-^  lilli'ii  nilli  welter,  the  cabin  unroofed,  and  the  logs  nrere 
li-('.'ivinir.  Sliiiii'  of  itH  coatsifl-  fiimiture  still  remained,  and  the 
n'iirt  i.f  |li.<'r>l:iyi.-r  l>i'nt  ({uick,  «s  he  found  a  ribbon  of  Judith's 
lutioriiiir  fi'-'ii  11  lug.  It  nvfllled  all  her  beauty,  and  we  may 
,.I<1.  nil  li.T  luillng^  Although  the  girl  liad  never  touched  his 
i.'iin,  tlu-  Iliiwlii'Vi-,  fur  so  wc  ought  now  to  call  him,  still  ro- 
;tliii-d  a  kin<l  and  ^Imx're  interei>t  in  her  welfare.  He  tore  away 
h<'  ribloiti,  and  kiiott<>d  it  to  the  stock  of  Killdeor,  which  bad 
^'irl  herself. 
-  fiinliiT  up  tlie  lako  fiiioth^r  of  the  c 
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maikable  as  those  which  had  attended  their  opening  career  on 
this  lovely  lake.  At  a  later  day  tliey  returned  to  the  place, 
where  the  Indian  found  a  grave. 

Time  and  circumstances  have  drawn  an  impenetrable  mystery 
around  all  else  connected  with  the  Hutters.  They  lived,  erred, 
died,  and  are  forgotten.  None  connected  have  felt  sufficient 
interest  in  the  disgraced  and  disgracing,  to  withdraw  the  veil ; 
and  a  century  is  about  to  erase  even  the  recollection  of  their 
names.  The  history  of  crime  is  ever  revolting,  and  it  is  fortu- 
nate that  few  love  to  dwell  on  its  incidents.  The  sins  of  the 
family  have  long  since  been  arraigned  at  the  judgment-seat  of 
God,  or  are  registered  for  the  terrible  settlement  of  the  last 
great  day. 

The  same  fate  attended  Judith.  When  Hawkeye  reached 
the  garrison  on  the  Mohawk,  he  inquired  anxiously  after  Uiat 
lovely,  but  misguided  creature.  None  knew  her — even  her 
person  was  no  longer  remembered.  Other  officers  had  again  and 
again  succeeded  the  Warleys  and  Craigs  and  Grahams ;  though 
an  old  sergeant  of  the  garrison,  who  had  lately  come  from  Eng- 
land, was  enabled  to  tell  our  hero  that  Sir  Robert  Warley  lived 
on  his  paternal  estates,  and  that  there  was  a  lady  of  rare  beauty 
in  the  lodge,  who  hjid  great  influence  over  him,  though  she  did 
not  bear  his  name.  Whether  tliis  was  Judith,  relapsed  into  her 
early  faihng,  or  some  other  victim  of  the  soldiers,  Hawkeye 
never  knew,  nor  would  it  be  pleasant  or  profitable  to  inquire. 
Wp  live  in  a  world  of  transgressions  and  selfishness,  and  no 
pictures  that  represent  us  otherwise  can  be  true  ;  though,  hap- 
pily for  human  nature,  gleamings  of  that  pure  spirit  in  whose 
lik(?ness  man  has  been  fashioned,  are  to  be  seen,  relieving  its 
deformities,  and  mitigating,  if  not  excusing  its  crimes. 
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DEC   14    ^^ 


